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Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 

5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
The Committee on Armed Services is 

authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Thursday, March 14, 
2019, at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing. 
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN 

AFFAIRS 
The Committee on Banking, Housing, 

and Urban Affairs is authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Thursday, March 14, 2019, at 10 a.m., 
to conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘Finan-
cial stability oversight council 
nonbank designation.’’ 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

The Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources is authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Thursday, March 14, 2019, at 10 a.m., to 
conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
The Committee on Finance is author-

ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Thursday, March 14, 2019, at 
10:15 a.m., to conduct a hearing enti-
tled ‘‘The President’s Fiscal year 2020 
budget.’’ 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
The Committee on Finance is author-

ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Thursday, March 14, 2019, at 
1:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing entitled 
‘‘The President’s Fiscal year 2020 budg-
et.’’ 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 
The Select Committee on Intel-

ligence is authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Thursday, 
March 14, 2019, at 2 p.m., to conduct a 
closed hearing. 

f 

NATIONAL CEREBRAL PALSY 
AWARENESS DAY 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S. 
Res. 113, submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 113) designating 

March 25, 2019, as ‘‘National Cerebral Palsy 
Awareness Day.’’ 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to, the preamble be 
agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon 
the table with no intervening action or 
debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 113) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE 
DESIGNATION OF MARCH 21, 2019, 
AS ‘‘NATIONAL ROSIE THE RIV-
ETER DAY’’ 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 114, submitted earlier 
today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 114) expressing sup-

port for the designation of March 21, 2019, as 
‘‘National Rosie the Riveter Day.’’ 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
further ask unanimous consent that 
the resolution be agreed to, the pre-
amble be agreed to, and the motions to 
reconsider be considered made and laid 
upon the table with no intervening ac-
tion or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 114) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

ORDERS FOR FRIDAY, MARCH 15, 
2019, THROUGH MONDAY, MARCH 
25, 2019 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that when the 
Senate completes its business today, it 
adjourn to then convene for pro forma 
sessions only, with no business being 
conducted, on the following dates and 
times and that following each pro 
forma session, the Senate adjourn until 
the next pro forma session: Friday, 
March 15, 2019, at 11 a.m.; Tuesday, 
March 19, 2019, at 9:30 a.m.; Thursday, 
March 21, 2019, at 2:10 p.m. I further ask 
that when the Senate adjourns on 
Thursday, March 21, 2019, it next con-
vene at 3 p.m., Monday, March 25, 2019, 
and that following the prayer and 
pledge, the morning hour be deemed 
expired, the Journal of proceedings be 
approved to date, and the time for the 
two leaders be reserved for their use 
later in the day, morning business be 
closed, and the Senate proceed to exec-
utive session and resume consideration 
of the Bade nomination; finally, that 
notwithstanding the provisions of rule 
XXII, the cloture motions filed during 
today’s session ripen at 5:30 p.m., Mon-
day, March 25, 2019. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, if 
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the 
previous order, following the remarks 
of Senator SULLIVAN. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Alaska is recog-
nized. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO PETER KAISER 
Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, it is 

that time of day on the Senate floor 
when I get to recognize someone spe-
cial from my State, someone we refer 
to as the Alaskan of the Week, some-
one who makes our great State of Alas-
ka, in my opinion, the best and most 
unique State in the country. I know it 
is the pages’ favorite speech of the 
week as well. I don’t think you are 
going to be disappointed with this one, 
the young men and women here work-
ing as pages. 

Now, some may take issue with the 
claim of the most unique State in the 
Union, but consider this: Right now we 
have teams of mushers and their dogs 
that are barreling 900 miles across the 
State of Alaska toward the city of 
Nome in some of the harshest condi-
tions and some of the most difficult 
and rugged terrain on the planet Earth. 
The Iditarod—the ‘‘Last Great Race on 
Earth’’—is still under way in Alaska. 
Right now, mushers, literally as we 
speak, are rolling in to Nome today, to-
morrow, and in the next few days. 

We salute all of the mushers and 
their dogs, the athletes—these dogs are 
great athletes—for their hard work. We 
are particularly proud this year. For 
the first time in history, three 
women—Page Drobyn, Jessie Royer, 
and Aliy Zirkle—are among the top ten 
finishers in the Iditarod. 

Like all races, there is a winner, and 
our Alaskan of the Week—we see a 
great picture of him and his dogs 
here—is the winner. After 9 days, 12 
hours, 39 minutes, and 6 seconds on the 
trail, at 3:39 a.m., yesterday morning, 
in Nome, AK, Bethel resident Peter 
Kaiser crossed the finish line in Nome 
to win this year’s Iditarod. 

This win is also historic for a number 
of reasons. Pete is the first person from 
Bethel, AK, to win the race. He is the 
fifth Alaska Native to win and the first 
Alaskan of Yupik descent to take the 
title. 

A crowd was there waiting for him. It 
seemed like half the town of Bethel 
was there waiting for him. As he 
crossed the finish line, they were 
chanting: Way to go, Pete. Way to go, 
Pete. Alaska Native dancers performed. 
There were hugs and tears of joy all 
around. His wife Bethany was there. 
Their two children, Ari Joseph and 
daughter Aylee, were also there. 

This is also exciting because of the 
race’s historic roots. Before I talk 
more about Pete, for a little bit, let me 
take you back to a remarkable piece of 
history that happened in Nome, AK, in 
1925, when diphtheria serum was des-
perately needed in Nome for several 
very sick children. 

It was 1925, in Alaska, and the near-
est batch of serum was 1,000 miles away 
in Anchorage. There weren’t—and, un-
fortunately, there still aren’t—any 
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roads between Nome and Anchorage. 
As a matter of fact, Alaska has almost 
200 communities that don’t have any 
roads connecting them to other places. 
There were no commercial airlines 
back then. The nearest train station to 
Nome was roughly 700 miles away. So, 
in the winter, people traveled mostly 
by dog sled. 

On the night of January 27, 1925, 
musher ‘‘Wild Bill’’ Shannon tied a 20- 
pound package of serum wrapped in 
protective fur around his sled. He and 
his nine dogs started the hundreds-of- 
miles journey—the ‘‘Great Race of 
Mercy’’ it was called back then—across 
the frozen Alaska land. The entire Na-
tion was watching. This was reported 
in newspapers all across America. 

Wild Bill went for some time. Miles 
later, he met up with another racer and 
another team of dogs, and this relay of 
dog mushers carrying the serum for the 
sick kids in Nome continued until the 
lifesaving serum reached Nome 5 days 
later—pretty remarkable. 

The original race, as I mentioned, in 
1925, began to be reenacted, with some 
twists, in 1973. There were no relays 
and just one musher and his dogs run-
ning the whole route. It continues 
today in honor of that lifesaving mis-
sion that happened—and saved the 
kids, by the way—in Nome almost a 
century ago. 

What a race it is. The mushers face 
frostbite, howling winds, and blizzards. 
They risk getting lost in the great 
Alaskan wilderness. In fact, they risk 
their lives along the way. 

Entering the race at all requires 
fierce determination, but winning the 
race, like Peter Kaiser just did, re-
quires even more than determination. 
It requires years of grueling training, 
it requires guts, and it requires an 
Alaskan-sized heart. That is what Pete 
Kaiser has. 

Let me tell you a little about Pete, 
our Alaskan of the Week and our 2019 
Iditarod champ. 

He is 31 years old. He was born and 
raised in Bethel, and he traces his 
mushing roots back to his great-grand-
father, who came into the country as a 
gold miner and made extended trips 
with his dog team from the interior 
part of the State to Bristol Bay. His 
great-grandfather met and married a 
beautiful Yupik woman who had been 
raised in an orphanage, and that was 
his great-grandmother. 

He grew up with dogs. He and his sis-
ter loved mushing. When Pete was in 
college, he decided he really wanted to 
know everything about dogs that he 
could, and that passion turned into dog 
mushing full time in the great State of 
Alaska. According to him, that 
mushing, that determination, and that 
hard work gave his life focus and pur-
pose. 

Pete has won another race, Bethel’s 
Kuskokwim 300, four times in a row, 

and he has run every Iditarod since 
2010, placing fifth three different times. 
This year, he won it all. He took the 
gold. 

This was not an easy year on the 
trail. In 2017, it was one of the coldest 
Iditarods on record. Most of the trail 
most of the time out there was 30, 40, 
or maybe even 50 below zero. It was 
very cold, very dark. This year, inter-
estingly, was one of the warmest. The 
lack of snow in some areas presented 
challenges. One area of the trail—al-
most 80 miles, on what we call tussocks 
or rolling tundra—was in many areas 
without snow. It was like mushing over 
bowling balls, said Pete after he won. 

But he kept his cool and ran a stra-
tegic, determined race, and, impor-
tantly, he knew the area. While other 
mushers trained in the more urban 
areas, he stuck with rural Alaska, 
where the trail really gets rough, and 
he knew how to handle it. 

He husbanded his strength and the 
power of his dogs to maneuver into po-
sition on the Bering Sea coast toward 
the end of the race. It was there, as 
other teams faltered, that he charged 
to victory, besting a good friend of his 
by just minutes, one of the closest fin-
ishes in Iditarod history. 

Yesterday I got to call Pete to con-
gratulate him. He said at the end, dog- 
tired, that it was all a blur. They don’t 
sleep much—for almost 9 days. 

Speaking of dogs, he said that his 
champion dogs were eating a lot right 
now and getting a well-deserved rest. 

You can see some of those beautiful 
dogs, who by the way, love to run. 
They love to run. 

In Alaska, our Iditarod winners are 
like rock stars. They become very fa-
mous overnight. Pete will be no dif-
ferent. He will be an inspiration to so 
many, partly because of his hometown 
and his humble roots. 

Myron Angstman, another longtime 
musher and Pete’s hero, said that most 
local mushers aren’t sponsored. He 
said: ‘‘They’re not wealthy and they 
don’t have a family kennel already es-
tablished.’’ But Pete’s success will in-
spire others. 

Pete agrees. When a reporter asked 
him what his victory means for his 
community and for smaller towns in 
Alaska, he said that it ‘‘shows that 
somebody’’ from out in the rural parts 
of the State ‘‘can have a dream and put 
it all together and work hard and 
things can happen like this.’’ Those are 
inspiring words, and I am sure we will 
see new generations of mushers heed-
ing Pete’s call and jumping into the 
field as a result of his example and his 
success. 

Thank you, Pete, for reminding all of 
us that with enough hard work, grit, 
guts, and determination, any kid from 
any small town or any village can fol-
low their dreams and make them a re-
ality. 

Congratulations, again, to you and 
your wonderful, hard-working dogs on 
being the 2019 Iditarod champ, and con-
gratulations for being our Alaskan of 
the Week. 

I yield the floor. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 11 A.M. 
TOMORROW 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate stands adjourned until 11 a.m. to-
morrow. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 5:01 p.m., 
adjourned until Friday, March 15, 2019, 
at 11 a.m. 

f 

NOMINATIONS 

Executive nominations received by 
the Senate: 

MILLENNIUM CHALLENGE CORPORATION 

MICHAEL O. JOHANNS, OF NEBRASKA, TO BE A MEMBER 
OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE MILLENNIUM 
CHALLENGE CORPORATION FOR A TERM OF TWO YEARS. 
(REAPPOINTMENT) 

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY 

TROY D. EDGAR, OF CALIFORNIA, TO BE CHIEF FINAN-
CIAL OFFICER, DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY, 
VICE CHARLES H. FULGHUM. 

PRIVACY AND CIVIL LIBERTIES OVERSIGHT 
BOARD 

EDWARD W. FELTEN, OF NEW JERSEY, TO BE A MEM-
BER OF THE PRIVACY AND CIVIL LIBERTIES OVERSIGHT 
BOARD FOR A TERM EXPIRING JANUARY 29, 2025. (RE-
APPOINTMENT) 

f 

CONFIRMATIONS 

Executive nominations confirmed by 
the Senate March 14, 2019: 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

DONALD W. WASHINGTON, OF TEXAS, TO BE DIRECTOR 
OF THE UNITED STATES MARSHALS SERVICE. 

CORPORATION FOR PUBLIC BROADCASTING 

JANICE MIRIAM HELLREICH, OF HAWAII, TO BE A MEM-
BER OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE CORPORA-
TION FOR PUBLIC BROADCASTING FOR A TERM EXPIRING 
JANUARY 31, 2024. 

ROBERT A. MANDELL, OF FLORIDA, TO BE A MEMBER 
OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE CORPORATION 
FOR PUBLIC BROADCASTING FOR A TERM EXPIRING JAN-
UARY 31, 2022. 

BRUCE M. RAMER, OF CALIFORNIA, TO BE A MEMBER 
OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE CORPORATION 
FOR PUBLIC BROADCASTING FOR A TERM EXPIRING JAN-
UARY 31, 2024. 

IN THE COAST GUARD 

COAST GUARD NOMINATION OF ALEXANDER C. FOOS, 
TO BE CAPTAIN. 

NATIONAL CREDIT UNION ADMINISTRATION 

RODNEY HOOD, OF NORTH CAROLINA, TO BE A MEMBER 
OF THE NATIONAL CREDIT UNION ADMINISTRATION 
BOARD FOR A TERM EXPIRING AUGUST 2, 2023. 

TODD M. HARPER, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE A MEMBER OF 
THE NATIONAL CREDIT UNION ADMINISTRATION BOARD 
FOR A TERM EXPIRING APRIL 10, 2021. 

FEDERAL MINE SAFETY AND HEALTH REVIEW 
COMMISSION 

WILLIAM I. ALTHEN, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE A MEMBER OF 
THE FEDERAL MINE SAFETY AND HEALTH REVIEW COM-
MISSION FOR A TERM OF SIX YEARS EXPIRING AUGUST 
30, 2024. 

MARCO M. RAJKOVICH, JR., OF KENTUCKY, TO BE A 
MEMBER OF THE FEDERAL MINE SAFETY AND HEALTH 
REVIEW COMMISSION FOR A TERM OF SIX YEARS EXPIR-
ING AUGUST 30, 2024. 

ARTHUR R. TRAYNOR III, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUM-
BIA, TO BE A MEMBER OF THE FEDERAL MINE SAFETY 
AND HEALTH REVIEW COMMISSION FOR A TERM EXPIR-
ING AUGUST 30, 2022. 
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