March 14, 2019

Great Lakes Restoration Initiative
should never be a partisan issue—it is
simply the right thing to do—and, to-
gether, we can protect the Great Lakes
for this generation and future genera-
tions to come.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. McCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to executive session for the
consideration of Calendar No. 67; that
the nomination be confirmed; that the
motion to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table with no
intervening action or debate; that no
further motions be in order; that any
statements related to the nomination
be printed in the RECORD; and that the
President be immediately notified of
the Senate’s action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The nomination considered and con-
firmed is as follows:

IN THE COAST GUARD

The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the United States Coast Guard Re-
serve to the grade indicated under title 10,
U.S.C., section 12203(a):

To be captain
Alexander C. Foos

————
EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the en bloc consider-
ation of the following nominations: Ex-
ecutive Calendar Nos. 97, 104, and 106.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the nomina-
tions en bloc.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nations of William I. Althen, of Vir-
ginia, to be a Member of the Federal
Mine Safety and Health Review Com-
mission for a term of six years expiring
August 30, 2024. (Reappointment);
Marco M. Rajkovich, Jr., of Kentucky,
to be a Member of the Federal Mine
Safety and Health Review Commission
for a term of six years expiring August
30, 2024; and Arthur R. Traynor III, of
the District of Columbia, to be a Mem-
ber of the Federal Mine Safety and
Health Review Commission for a term
expiring August 30, 2022.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the nominations
en bloc.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the Senate vote on the
nominations en bloc with no inter-
vening action or debate; that if con-
firmed, the motions to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table en bloc; that the President be im-
mediately notified of the Senate’s ac-
tion; that no further motions be in
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order; and that any statements relat-
ing to the nominations be printed in
the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Althen,
Rajkovich, and Traynor nominations
en bloc?

The nominations were confirmed en
bloc.

———
EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the en bloc consider-
ation of the following nominations: Ex-
ecutive Calendar Nos. 91 and 96.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the nomina-
tions en bloc.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nations of Rodney Hood, of North Caro-
lina, to be a Member of the National
Credit Union Administration Board for
a term expiring August 2, 2023, and
Todd M. Harper, of Virginia, to be a
Member of the National Credit Union
Administration Board for a term expir-
ing April 10, 2021.

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to
consider the nominations en bloc.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate vote on the nominations en bloc
with no intervening action or debate;
that if confirmed, the motions to re-
consider be considered made and laid
upon the table en bloc; that the Presi-
dent be immediately notified of the
Senate’s action; that no further mo-
tions be in order; and that any state-
ments relating to the nominations be
printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Hood and Har-
per nominations en bloc?

The nominations were confirmed en
bloc.

———
EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of the
following nomination: Executive Cal-
endar No. 59.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the nomination.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Donald W. Washington, of
Texas, to be Director of the United
States Marshals Service.

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to
consider the nomination.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate vote on the nomination with no in-
tervening action or debate; that if con-
firmed, the motion to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table; that the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action;
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that no further motions be in order;
and that any statements relating to
the nomination be printed in the
RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Washington
nomination?

The nomination was confirmed.

———

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the en bloc consider-
ation of the following nominations: Ex-
ecutive Calendar Nos. 63, 64 and 66.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the nomina-
tions en bloc.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nations of Janice Miriam Hellreich, of
Hawaii, to be a Member of the Board of
Directors of the Corporation for Public
Broadcasting for a term expiring Janu-
ary 31, 2024; Robert A. Mandell, of Flor-
ida, to be a Member of the Board of Di-
rectors of the Corporation for Public
Broadcasting for a term expiring Janu-
ary 31, 2022; and Bruce M. Ramer, of
California, to be a Member of the Board
of Directors of the Corporation for
Public Broadcasting for a term expir-
ing January 31, 2024.

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to
consider the nominations en bloc.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate vote on the nominations en bloc
with no intervening action or debate;
that if confirmed, the motions to re-
consider be considered made and laid
upon the table en bloc; that the Presi-
dent be immediately notified of the
Senate’s action; that no further mo-
tions be in order; and that any state-
ments relating to the nominations be
printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Hellreich,
Mandell, and Ramer nominations en
bloc?

The nominations were confirmed en
bloc.

——————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session for a
period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak for up to 10
minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——
TRIBUTE TO CLIFF KELLEY

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, in 1963,
Leonard and Phil Chess, brothers and
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owners of the legendary Chess Records,
bought WHFC-AM 1450 with the goal of
promoting their company. They re-
named the station WVON—Voice of the
Negro. This tiny station with just 1,000
watts of power became a broadcast hit,
giving a voice to marginalized commu-
nities in the Chicagoland area. Much of
their airwaves were filled with music,
but politics wasn’t far behind.

WVON hosted legends like Robert
Kennedy, Jackie Robinson, and Rev-
erend Martin Luther King. King used
this station as his bully pulpit to orga-
nize around housing and job discrimi-
nation. It was Reverend Jesse Jackson
that called into the station to report of
King’s assassination. When riots hap-
pened on Chicago’s West Side, it was
the disc jockeys of WVON that went
out with loudspeakers on trucks to
calm things down. WVON is a station
of history and eventually became more
than the Voice of the Negro, it became
the Voice of the Nation.

For the last 25 years, my friend Cliff
Kelley has been a true voice of the Na-
tion as host on WVON. He has been the
“Governor of Talk Radio’” and formed
a bond with listeners that is rare. At
the end of this month, he will be step-
ping down from his daily show, but he
will continue hosting his weekly Amer-
ican Heroes show for veterans. CIiff
will serve as a community ambassador
and a regular fill-in host.

Cliff is a native of Chicago’s South
Side and a graduate of Englewood High
School, Roosevelt University, and John
Marshall Law School. Before hosting
his show, CIliff served 16 years as a
former 20th Ward Chicago alderman.
He championed racial equality, was an
elected school board member, and a
pioneer for LGBTQ rights. He fought
for LGBTQ rights long before it was
popular.

Cliff continued as a voice of con-
science and community as well as a
radio personality. He covered stories
that weren’t in the papers. His show
helped launch countless people’s ca-
reers, including Senators, Governors,
congressmen, business leaders, and a
President. A former colleague you may
remember guest hosted his show quite
a few times when Cliff went on vaca-
tion. He was a State Senator at the
time, but Barack Obama always had
time for Cliff’s show as a guest or a
host.

Luckily for us, Cliff’s voice is still
going to be heard today. We honor
Cliff’s decades of daily radio work, but
we know that, as long as there are bat-
tles for justice to be waged, Cliff Kelley
will lead the fight.

———
ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION

Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, section
36(b) of the Arms Export Control Act
requires that Congress receive prior no-
tification of certain proposed arms
sales as defined by that statute. Upon
such notification, the Congress has 30
calendar days during which the sale
may be reviewed. The provision stipu-
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lates that, in the Senate, the notifica-
tion of proposed sales shall be sent to
the chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee.

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I
ask unanimous consent to have printed
in the RECORD the notifications which
have been received. If the cover letter
references a classified annex, then such
annex is available to all Senators in
the office of the Foreign Relations
Committee, room SD-423.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

DEFENSE SECURITY
COOPERATION AGENCY,
Arlington, VA.
Hon. JAMES E. RISCH,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations,
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended,
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No.
19-04 concerning the Navy’s proposed Let-
ter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Govern-
ment of Spain for defense articles and serv-
ices estimated to cost $107 million. After this
letter is delivered to your office, we plan to
issue a news release to notify the public of
this proposed sale.

Sincerely,
CHARLES W. HOOPER,
Lieutenant General, USA, Director.
TRANSMITTAL NO. 19-04

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act, as amended

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of
Spain.

(ii) Total Estimated Value:

Major Defense Equipment* $89.6 million.

Other $17.4 million.

Total $107.0 million.

(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-
tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase:

Major Defense Equipment (MDE):

Eight (8) Assault Amphibious Vehicles,
Personnel (AAVP-7A1l) Reliability, Avail-
ability, Maintainability/Rebuilt to Standard
(RAM/RS).

Two (2) Assault Amphibious Vehicles,
Command (AAVC-TAl) Reliability, Avail-
ability, Maintainability/Rebuilt to Standard
(RAM/RS).

One (1) Assault Amphibious Vehicle, Re-
covery (AAVR-7A1) Reliability, Availability,
Maintainability/Rebuilt to Standard (RAM/
RS).

Non-MDE: Also included are Enhanced
Armor Applique Kits (EAAK), spare and re-
pair parts, tools and test equipment, tech-
nical data and publications, training and
training material, U.S. Government and con-
tractor technical and logistics support serv-
ices, and other related elements of logistics
and program support.

(iv) Military Department: Navy (SP-P-
LHO).

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: None.

(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, Of-
fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None.

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained
in the Defense Article or Defense Services
Proposed to be Sold: See Attached Annex.

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress:
March 14, 2019.

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms
Export Control Act.

POLICY JUSTIFICATION
Spain—Assault Amphibious Vehicles

The Government of Spain has requested to

buy eight (8) Assault Amphibious Vehicles,
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Personnel (AAVP-7TAl) Reliability, Avail-
ability, Maintainability/Rebuilt to Standard
(RAM/RS); two (2) Assault Amphibious Vehi-
cles, Command (AAVC-TA 1) Reliability,
Availability, Maintainability/Rebuilt to
Standard (RAM/RS); and one (1) Assault Am-
phibious Vehicle, Recovery (AAVR-7Al) Re-
liability, Availability, Maintainability/Re-
built to Standard (RAM/RS). Also included
are Enhanced Armor Applique Kits (EAAK),
spare and repair parts, tools and test equip-
ment, technical data and publications, train-
ing and training material, U.S. Government
and contractor technical and logistics sup-
port services, and other related elements of
logistics and program support. The total es-
timated program cost is $107 million.

This proposed sale will support the foreign
policy and national security of the United
States by improving the security of a NATO
ally which is an important force for political
stability and economic progress in Europe. It
is vital to the U.S. national interest to assist
Spain in developing and maintaining a
strong and ready self-defense capability.

The proposed addition of these eleven (11)
vehicles to Spain’s fleet will afford more
flexibility and maintain Spain’s expedi-
tionary capability to counter regional
threats and continue to enhance stability in
the region. Spain currently operates 19 As-
sault Amphibious Vehicles (AAVs) and is
proficient at using them to their fullest ca-
pability. Spain will have no difficulty ab-
sorbing these additional vehicles.

The proposed sale of this equipment will
not alter the basic military balance in the
region.

The principal contractor will be BAE Sys-
tems, York, Pennsylvania, and Anniston,
Alabama. There are no known offset agree-
ments proposed in connection with this po-
tential sale.

Implementation of this proposed sale will
not require the assignment of any additional
U.S. Government or contractor representa-
tive in Spain.

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed
sale.

TRANSMITTAL NO. 19-04

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act

Annex Item No. vii

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology:

1. The vulnerability to countermeasure in-
formation for Assault Amphibious Vehicles
is considered classified SECRET.

2. If a technologically advanced adversary
were to obtain knowledge of the hardware
and software elements, the information
could be used to develop countermeasures or
equivalent systems which might reduce sys-
tem effectiveness or be used in the develop-
ment of a system with similar or advanced
capabilities.

3. A determination has been made that the
Government of Spain can provide substan-
tially the same degree of protection for the
sensitive technology being released as the
U,S. Government. This sale is necessary in
furtherance of the U.S. foreign policy and
national security objectives outlined in the
Policy Justification.

4. All defense articles and services listed in
this transmittal have been authorized for re-
lease and export to the Government of Spain.

———

NOMINATION OF GENERAL JOHN
ABIZAID
Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, I
come to the floor to correct the record
concerning statements the Senate ma-
jority leader made yesterday morning,
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