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S. 678 

At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the 
name of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. BOOZMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 678, a bill to declare English as 
the official language of the United 
States, to establish a uniform English 
language rule for naturalization, and 
to avoid misconstructions of the 
English language texts of the laws of 
the United States, pursuant to Con-
gress’ powers to provide for the general 
welfare of the United States and to es-
tablish a uniform rule of naturalization 
under article I, section 8, of the Con-
stitution. 

S. 679 

At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the 
names of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) and the Senator 
from Tennessee (Mrs. BLACKBURN) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 679, a bill to 
exempt from the calculation of month-
ly income certain benefit paid by the 
Department of Veterans Affairs and 
the Department of Defense. 

S. 680 

At the request of Mr. THUNE, the 
name of the Senator from Arizona (Ms. 
SINEMA) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
680, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to treat certain 
amounts paid for physical activity, fit-
ness, and exercise as amounts paid for 
medical care. 

S. 691 

At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
691, a bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to enhance pre-
scription drug affordability by expand-
ing access to assistance with out-of- 
pocket costs under Medicare part D for 
low-income seniors and individuals 
with disabilities. 

S. 701 

At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 
names of the Senator from Virginia 
(Mr. WARNER) and the Senator from 
Maryland (Mr. VAN HOLLEN) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 701, a bill to 
amend the Federal Water Pollution 
Control Act to reauthorize the Chesa-
peake Bay Program, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 720 

At the request of Mr. UDALL, the 
name of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. BENNET) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 720, a bill to require the student 
loan ombudsman of the Department of 
Education to provide student loan data 
to the Bureau of Consumer Financial 
Protection, and for other purposes. 

S. CON. RES. 5 

At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the 
names of the Senator from Arizona 
(Ms. SINEMA) and the Senator from 
North Dakota (Mr. HOEVEN) were added 
as cosponsors of S. Con. Res. 5, a con-
current resolution supporting the 
Local Radio Freedom Act. 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. UDALL (for himself, Mr. 
GARDNER, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, 
and Mr. WHITEHOUSE): 

S. 738. A bill to require the Federal 
Communications Commission to make 
the provision of Wi-Fi access on school 
buses eligible for E-rate support; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

Mr. UDALL. Mr. President, the Fed-
eral Communications Commission 
Schools and Libraries program, com-
monly known as E-Rate, has helped 
connect our schools and libraries to 
high-speed broadband. Recent changes 
allowed for schools to pay for Wi-Fi on 
campuses, recognizing that students 
are using laptops and other devices for 
learning. This bill, cosponsored by my 
friends Senators GARDNER, CORTEZ 
MASTO, and WHITEHOUSE, would allow 
schools to receive reimbursement for 
Wi-Fi on school buses—an idea inspired 
by a New Mexico high school student. 
A few years ago, a football player from 
Hatch Valley High School in Hatch, 
New Mexico told me how, after being 
on a bus for hours after a game, he 
would sit in the dark parking lot of his 
school doing his homework—because he 
didn’t have high-speed broadband at 
home. Making Wi-Fi available on 
school buses is one piece to solving the 
homework gap—especially in rural 
areas. Adequate internet is an absolute 
necessity in this day and age. And I 
will continue to work with my col-
leagues to make sure every home in 
the country has adequate internet ac-
cess. 

Mr. UDALL. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the text of the 
bill be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 738 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. E-RATE SUPPORT FOR SCHOOL BUS 

WI-FI. 
(a) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term 

‘‘school bus’’ means a passenger motor vehi-
cle that is— 

(1) designed to carry a driver and not less 
than 5 passengers; and 

(2) used significantly to transport early 
child education, elementary school, or sec-
ondary school students to or from school or 
an event related to school. 

(b) RULEMAKING.—Notwithstanding the 
limitations under paragraphs (1)(B) and 
(2)(A) of section 254(h) of the Communica-
tions Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 254(h)) regarding 
the authorized recipients and uses of dis-
counted telecommunications services, not 
later than 180 days after the date of enact-
ment of this Act, the Federal Communica-
tions Commission shall commence a rule-
making to make the provision of Wi-Fi ac-
cess on school buses eligible for support 
under the E-rate program of the Commission 
set forth under subpart F of part 54 of title 
47, Code of Federal Regulations. 

By Mr. CARPER (for himself, Mr. 
INHOFE, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. 

WHITEHOUSE, Mr. SULLIVAN, Mr. 
BOOKER, Mrs. CAPITO, Mrs. 
GILLIBRAND, Mr. CRAMER, and 
Mr. VAN HOLLEN): 

S. 747. A bill to reauthorize the diesel 
emissions reduction program, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on 
Environment and Public Works. 

Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, I rise to 
talk about the Diesel Emissions Reduc-
tion Act of 2019, or DERA, which I am 
introducing today with Senators 
INHOFE, BARRASSO, WHITEHOUSE, SUL-
LIVAN, BOOKER, CAPITO, GILLIBRAND, 
CRAMER and VAN HOLLEN. 

In today’s hearing, we will be focus-
ing on legislation that reauthorizes a 
program that is near and dear to my 
heart—the Diesel Emissions Reduction 
Act, or DERA. I would like to say 
thank you to my DERA co-pilot, Sen-
ator INHOFE. Senator INHOFE has been a 
staunch supporter of DERA since day 
one. I greatly appreciate his continued 
support and the hard work of his staff 
on this legislation. I also thank our co-
sponsors from last Congress who have 
joined us again this year, Chairman 
BARRASSO and Senator WHITEHOUSE. 
Chairman BARRASSO and his staff 
teamed up with us last Congress to 
make DERA work even better, and I 
appreciate his strong support. I also 
would like to say thank you to our new 
cosponsors this year, Senators SUL-
LIVAN, BOOKER, CAPITO, GILLIBRAND, 
CRAMER and VAN HOLLEN. 

In all my years of public service, it’s 
not every day that I’ve seen programs 
that generate this much bipartisan 
support—but, then again, not many 
programs are as effective and common-
sense as DERA. 

Our Nation still relies heavily on die-
sel power to transport commuters and 
kids, harvest our crops and build our 
infrastructure. Today diesel engines 
are found everywhere, from our schools 
to our ports, and from our highways to 
our agricultural fields. 

Many of my colleagues have heard 
me say that the great thing about die-
sel engines is that they last a long 
time. And the bad thing about diesel 
engines is that they last a long time. 
Diesel engines are reliable and effi-
cient, but older diesel engines are big 
polluters. Dirty diesel engine emissions 
are some of the biggest contributors to 
our Nation’s smog, soot and black car-
bon air pollution. These dirty diesel 
emissions harm our health and our cli-
mate. 

Because of smart emission standards, 
new and retrofitted diesel engines 
using American technology are now 
much cleaner than older diesel en-
gines—over 90% cleaner. Unfortu-
nately, diesel engines run forever and 
there is little incentive for a diesel en-
gine owner to replace an engine before 
it breaks down. That’s why today, 
more than a decade after diesel emis-
sion standards were implemented by 
the EPA, millions of older diesel en-
gines that lack the latest pollution 
control technology are still in use and 
will remain in use for decades to come. 
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Back in 2005, my very good friend, 

the late-Senator from Ohio, George 
Voinovich, came to me with an idea to 
help solve this problem—he came to me 
with the idea for DERA. Senator 
Voinovich said to me, let’s provide fi-
nancial incentives for people to replace 
or retrofit their older diesel engines 
with American-made clean vehicle 
technology. He told me that we can 
dramatically reduce diesel emissions, 
protect our health and create jobs here 
at home. I said ‘‘Sign me up!’’ And I’ve 
been DERA’s strongest supporter ever 
since. In 2005, Congress passed DERA 
faster than I think we’ve passed any 
EPA program ever before. This simple 
idea has turned into one of EPA’s most 
effective clean air program on the 
books today. 

For every dollar spent in the DERA 
program, our Nation sees $13 in eco-
nomic and health benefits. The emis-
sion reductions have helped States 
meet clean air standards and resulted 
in more than $12.6 billion in health 
benefits alone since the program’s in-
ception. 

From requests for electric school 
buses, to replacement ferry engines, to 
simple diesel retrofits, EPA tells us 
that the requests keep coming in—but, 
unfortunately, funding for DERA far 
exceeds the program’s available funds. 
With millions of dirty diesel engines on 
our roads, DERA is as important today 
as it was when it first started. Now, we 
must work together to ensure that 
every State, Tribe and territory can 
still benefit from this unique program. 

At a time when our Nation is looking 
for ways to create jobs, have healthier 
air and a better climate, cleaning up 
dirty diesel engines through DERA 
stands out as a prime example of what 
works. 

Today, I’m proud to continue the bi-
partisan tradition that started more 
than 15 years ago with my good friend, 
Senator Voinovich. I look forward to 
working with my colleagues to pass re-
authorization of DERA this Congress. 

Thank you Mr. President. 

By Mr. KAINE (for himself and 
Ms. COLLINS): 

S. 752. A bill to amend the Higher 
Education Act of 1965 to provide for 
teacher and school leader quality en-
hancement and to enhance institu-
tional aid; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions. 

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President. As career 
opportunities and the requisite skills 
for success adapt to the demands of the 
21st century, so too must the instruc-
tion and preparation students receive. 
Educators are tasked with designing 
educational experiences that rise to 
the rigorous State academic standards 
and reflect the needs and interests of 
our Nation’s diverse student popu-
lation. We have become accustomed to 
welcoming the start of the school year 
with news headlines describing over-
filled classrooms and districts strug-
gling to fill teacher vacancies. Though 

the challenge of teacher and principal 
shortages is felt broadly across the 
country, with a particularly acute im-
pact on our rural communities, it is an 
issue we can remedy. 

The reauthorization of the Higher 
Education Act is an opportunity to 
strengthen the preparation and leaders 
and to further support State efforts to 
successfully implement the Every Stu-
dent Succeeds Act. It is also an oppor-
tunity to address the fact that schools 
in high-need communities are often 
staffed by a revolving door of underpre-
pared and inexperienced teachers who 
are unable to meet students’ needs. 
This in part due to State teacher short-
ages. 

This is why I am pleased to introduce 
today with my colleague Senator COL-
LINS, the Preparing and Retaining Edu-
cation Professionals Act, or PREP Act. 
As schools across our Nation continue 
to face growing class sizes, many are 
struggling with a shortage of qualified 
teachers. Rural communities in par-
ticular are experiencing a dearth of 
teachers equipped to meet their grow-
ing needs. The PREP Act aims to cre-
ate high-quality teacher residency pro-
grams to develop a diverse workforce 
that is well-prepared to provide the 
educational opportunities students 
need to be successful in the 21st cen-
tury. 

More specifically, this legislation 
would expand the definition of ‘‘high 
need’’ districts under the Every Stu-
dent Succeeds Act (ESSA) to include 
those experiencing teacher shortages in 
rural communities and in areas such as 
special education, English language, 
science, technology, engineering, 
math, and CTE, to allow for access to 
additional support and improvement. It 
would also encourage school districts 
to establish partnerships with local 
community colleges and universities to 
ensure their education programs are 
developing future teachers in content 
areas where there is currently a short-
age of educators. It would increase ac-
cess to teacher and school leader resi-
dency programs and preparation train-
ing while requiring States to identify 
areas of teacher or leader shortages by 
subject across public schools and use 
that data to target their efforts. Addi-
tionally, the PREP Act bolsters sup-
port for teacher preparation programs 
at Minority Serving Institutions 
(MSIs) or Historically Black Colleges 
and Universities (HBCUs) to invest in a 
diverse and well-prepared educator 
workforce. 

Improving our Nation’s educational 
system is contingent on our ability to 
prepare, support, and retain quality 
educators. Research shows that better 
prepared teachers stay longer in the 
profession and are more likely to re-
main in their roles and positively im-
pact young people and their commu-
nities. As we look to reauthorize the 
Higher Education Act, I hope that my 
colleagues on both sides of the aisle see 
the PREP Act as a commonsense op-
portunity to help ensure that students 

in every zip code across the country 
have the well-prepared teachers and 
school leaders they deserve. 

By Mr. DURBIN: 
S. 763. A bill to establish the Climate 

Change Advisory Commission to de-
velop recommendations, frameworks, 
and guidelines for projects to respond 
to the impacts of climate change, to 
issue Federal obligations, the proceeds 
of which shall be used to fund projects 
that aid in adaptation to climate 
change, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the text of the 
bill be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 763 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 
the ‘‘Climate Change Resiliency Fund for 
America Act of 2019’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.— 
Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents. 
Sec. 2. Definitions. 

TITLE I—CLIMATE CHANGE ADVISORY 
COMMISSION 

Sec. 101. Establishment of Climate Change 
Advisory Commission. 

Sec. 102. Duties. 
Sec. 103. Commission personnel matters. 
Sec. 104. Funding. 
Sec. 105. Termination. 
TITLE II—CLIMATE CHANGE RESILIENCY 

FUND 
Sec. 201. Climate Change Resiliency Fund. 
Sec. 202. Compliance with Davis-Bacon Act. 
Sec. 203. Funding. 

TITLE III—REVENUE 
Sec. 301. Climate Change Obligations. 
Sec. 302. Promotion. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

Except as otherwise provided, in this Act: 
(1) COMMISSION.—The term ‘‘Commission’’ 

means the Climate Change Advisory Com-
mission established by section 101(a). 

(2) FUND.—The term ‘‘Fund’’ means the 
Climate Change Resiliency Fund established 
by section 201(a)(1). 

(3) QUALIFIED CLIMATE CHANGE ADAPTATION 
PURPOSE.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘qualified cli-
mate change adaptation purpose’’ means an 
objective with a demonstrated intent to re-
duce the economic, social, and environ-
mental impact of the adverse effects of cli-
mate change. 

(B) INCLUSIONS.—The term ‘‘qualified cli-
mate change adaptation purpose’’ includes— 

(i) infrastructure resiliency and mitiga-
tion; 

(ii) improved disaster response; and 
(iii) ecosystem protection. 
(4) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 

means the Secretary of Commerce. 
TITLE I—CLIMATE CHANGE ADVISORY 

COMMISSION 
SEC. 101. ESTABLISHMENT OF CLIMATE CHANGE 

ADVISORY COMMISSION. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—There is established a 

commission to be known as the ‘‘Climate 
Change Advisory Commission’’. 

(b) MEMBERSHIP.—The Commission shall be 
composed of 11 members— 

(1) who shall be selected from the public 
and private sectors and institutions of high-
er education; and 
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(2) of whom— 
(A) 3 shall be appointed by the President, 

in consultation with the Interagency Cli-
mate Change Adaptation Task Force; 

(B) 2 shall be appointed by the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives; 

(C) 2 shall be appointed by the minority 
leader of the House of Representatives; 

(D) 2 shall be appointed by the majority 
leader of the Senate; and 

(E) 2 shall be appointed by the minority 
leader of the Senate. 

(c) TERMS.—Each member of the Commis-
sion shall be appointed for the life of the 
Commission. 

(d) INITIAL APPOINTMENTS.—Each member 
of the Commission shall be appointed not 
later than 90 days after the date of enact-
ment of this Act. 

(e) VACANCIES.—A vacancy on the Commis-
sion— 

(1) shall not affect the powers of the Com-
mission; and 

(2) shall be filled in the manner in which 
the original appointment was made. 

(f) INITIAL MEETING.—Not later than 30 
days after the date on which all members of 
the Commission have been appointed, the 
Commission shall hold the initial meeting of 
the Commission. 

(g) MEETINGS.—The Commission shall meet 
at the call of the Chairperson. 

(h) QUORUM.—A majority of the members 
of the Commission shall constitute a 
quorum, but a lesser number of members 
may hold hearings. 

(i) CHAIRPERSON AND VICE CHAIRPERSON.— 
The Commission shall select a Chairperson 
and Vice Chairperson from among the mem-
bers of the Commission. 
SEC. 102. DUTIES. 

The Commission shall— 
(1) establish recommendations, frame-

works, and guidelines for a Federal invest-
ment program funded by revenue from cli-
mate change obligations issued under section 
301 for States, municipalities, and other pub-
lic entities, including utility districts, tran-
sit authorities, and multistate regulatory 
bodies that— 

(A) improves and adapts energy, transpor-
tation, water, and general infrastructure im-
pacted or expected to be impacted due to cli-
mate variability; and 

(B) integrates best available science, data, 
standards, models, and trends that improve 
the resiliency of infrastructure systems de-
scribed in subparagraph (A); and 

(2) identify categories of the most cost-ef-
fective investments and projects that em-
phasize multiple benefits to commerce, 
human health, and ecosystems. 
SEC. 103. COMMISSION PERSONNEL MATTERS. 

(a) COMPENSATION OF MEMBERS.— 
(1) NON-FEDERAL EMPLOYEES.—A member of 

the Commission who is not an officer or em-
ployee of the Federal Government shall be 
compensated at a rate equal to the daily 
equivalent of the annual rate of basic pay 
prescribed for level IV of the Executive 
Schedule under section 5315 of title 5, United 
States Code, for each day (including travel 
time) during which the member is engaged in 
the performance of the duties of the Com-
mission. 

(2) FEDERAL EMPLOYEES.—A member of the 
Commission who is an officer or employee of 
the Federal Government shall serve without 
compensation in addition to the compensa-
tion received for the services of the member 
as an officer or employee of the Federal Gov-
ernment. 

(b) TRAVEL EXPENSES.—A member of the 
Commission shall be allowed travel expenses, 
including per diem in lieu of subsistence, at 
rates authorized for an employee of an agen-
cy under subchapter I of chapter 57 of title 5, 

United States Code, while away from the 
home or regular place of business of the 
member in the performance of the duties of 
the Commission. 

(c) STAFF.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Chairperson of the 

Commission may, without regard to the civil 
service laws (including regulations), appoint 
and terminate such personnel as are nec-
essary to enable the Commission to perform 
the duties of the Commission. 

(2) COMPENSATION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subparagraph (B), the Chairperson of the 
Commission may fix the compensation of 
personnel without regard to the provisions of 
chapter 51 and subchapter III of chapter 53 of 
title 5, United States Code, relating to clas-
sification of positions and General Schedule 
pay rates. 

(B) MAXIMUM RATE OF PAY.—The rate of 
pay for personnel shall not exceed the rate 
payable for level V of the Executive Sched-
ule under section 5316 of title 5, United 
States Code. 
SEC. 104. FUNDING. 

The Commission shall use amounts in the 
Fund to pay for all administrative expenses 
of the Commission. 
SEC. 105. TERMINATION. 

The Commission shall terminate on such 
date as the Commission determines after the 
Commission carries out the duties of the 
Commission under section 102. 
TITLE II—CLIMATE CHANGE RESILIENCY 

FUND 
SEC. 201. CLIMATE CHANGE RESILIENCY FUND. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—There is established with-

in the Department of Commerce the ‘‘Cli-
mate Change Resiliency Fund’’. 

(2) RESPONSIBILITY OF SECRETARY.—The 
Secretary shall take such action as the Sec-
retary determines to be necessary to assist 
in implementing the establishment of the 
Fund in accordance with this Act. 

(b) CLIMATE CHANGE ADAPTATION 
PROJECTS.—The Secretary, in consultation 
with the Commission, shall carry out a pro-
gram to provide funds to eligible applicants 
to carry out projects for a qualified climate 
change adaptation purpose. 

(c) ELIGIBLE ENTITIES.—An entity eligible 
to participate in the program under sub-
section (b) shall include— 

(1) a Federal agency; 
(2) a State or a group of States; 
(3) a unit of local government or a group of 

local governments; 
(4) a utility district; 
(5) a tribal government or a consortium of 

tribal governments; 
(6) a State or regional transit agency or a 

group of State or regional transit agencies; 
(7) a nonprofit organization; 
(8) a special purpose district or public au-

thority, including a port authority; and 
(9) any other entity, as determined by the 

Secretary. 
(d) APPLICATION.—An eligible entity shall 

submit to the Secretary an application for a 
project for a qualified climate change adap-
tation purpose at such time, in such manner, 
and containing such information as the Sec-
retary may require, including data relating 
to any benefits, such as economic impact or 
improvements to public health, that the 
project is expected to provide. 

(e) SELECTION.—The Secretary shall select 
projects from eligible entities to receive 
funds under this section based on criteria 
and guidelines determined and published by 
the Commission. 

(f) NON-FEDERAL FUNDING REQUIREMENT.— 
In order to receive funds under this section, 
an eligible entity shall provide funds for the 
project in an amount that is equal to not 

less than 25 percent of the amount of funds 
provided under this section. 

(g) MAINTENANCE OF EFFORT.—All amounts 
deposited in the Fund in accordance with 
section 301(a) shall be used only to fund new 
projects in accordance with this Act. 

(h) APPLICABILITY OF FEDERAL LAW.—Noth-
ing in this Act waives the requirements of 
any Federal law (including regulations) that 
would otherwise apply to a qualified climate 
change project that receives funds under this 
section. 
SEC. 202. COMPLIANCE WITH DAVIS-BACON ACT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—All laborers and mechan-
ics employed by contractors and subcontrac-
tors on projects funded directly by or as-
sisted in whole or in part by and through the 
Fund pursuant to this title shall be paid 
wages at rates not less than those prevailing 
on projects of a character similar in the lo-
cality as determined by the Secretary of 
Labor in accordance with subchapter IV of 
chapter 31 of part A of title 40, United States 
Code. 

(b) LABOR STANDARDS.—With respect to the 
labor standards specified in this section, the 
Secretary of Labor shall have the authority 
and functions set forth in Reorganization 
Plan Numbered 14 of 1950 (64 Stat. 1267; 5 
U.S.C. App.) and section 3145 of title 40, 
United States Code. 
SEC. 203. FUNDING. 

The Secretary shall use funds made avail-
able to the Secretary and not otherwise obli-
gated to carry out the program under section 
201(b). 

TITLE III—REVENUE 
SEC. 301. CLIMATE CHANGE OBLIGATIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 6 months 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of the Treasury or the Sec-
retary’s delegate (referred to in this title as 
the ‘‘Secretary’’) shall issue obligations 
under chapter 31 of title 31, United States 
Code (referred to in this title as ‘‘climate 
change obligations’’), the proceeds from 
which shall be deposited in the Fund. 

(b) FULL FAITH AND CREDIT.—Payment of 
interest and principal with respect to any 
climate change obligation issued under this 
section shall be made from the general fund 
of the Treasury of the United States and 
shall be backed by the full faith and credit of 
the United States. 

(c) EXEMPTION FROM LOCAL TAXATION.—All 
climate change obligations issued by the 
Secretary, and the interest on or credits 
with respect to such obligations, shall not be 
subject to taxation by any State, county, 
municipality, or local taxing authority. 

(d) AMOUNT OF CLIMATE CHANGE OBLIGA-
TIONS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
paragraph (2), the aggregate face amount of 
the climate change obligations issued annu-
ally under this section shall be $200,000,000. 

(2) ADDITIONAL OBLIGATIONS.—For any cal-
endar year in which all of the obligations 
issued pursuant to paragraph (1) have been 
purchased, the Secretary may issue addi-
tional climate change obligations during 
such calendar year, provided that the aggre-
gate face amount of such additional obliga-
tions does not exceed $800,000,000. 

(e) FUNDING.—The Secretary shall use 
funds made available to the Secretary and 
not otherwise obligated to carry out the pur-
poses of this section. 
SEC. 302. PROMOTION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall pro-
mote the purchase of climate change obliga-
tions through such means as are determined 
appropriate by the Secretary, with the 
amount expended for such promotion not to 
exceed $10,000,000 for any fiscal year during 
the period of fiscal years 2020 through 2024. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:41 Mar 13, 2019 Jkt 089060 PO 00000 Frm 00028 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A12MR6.020 S12MRPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

B
B

X
C

H
B

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S1797 March 12, 2019 
(b) DONATED ADVERTISING.—In addition to 

any advertising paid for with funds made 
available under subsection (c), the Secretary 
shall solicit and may accept the donation of 
advertising relating to the sale of climate 
change obligations. 

(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
For each fiscal year during the period of fis-
cal years 2020 through 2024, there is author-
ized to be appropriated $10,000,000 to carry 
out the purposes of this section. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 104—CALL-
ING ON THE GOVERNMENT OF 
IRAN TO FULFILL REPEATED 
PROMISES OF ASSISTANCE IN 
THE CASE OF ROBERT 
LEVINSON, THE LONGEST HELD 
UNITED STATES CIVILIAN IN 
OUR NATION’S HISTORY 
Mr. RUBIO submitted the following 

resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations: 

S. RES. 104 
Whereas United States citizen Robert 

Levinson is a retired agent of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, a resident of Coral 
Springs, Florida, the husband of Christine 
Levinson, father of their seven children, and 
grandfather of their six grandchildren; 

Whereas Robert Levinson traveled from 
Dubai, United Arab Emirates, to Kish Island, 
Iran, on March 8, 2007; 

Whereas after traveling to Kish Island and 
checking into the Hotel Maryam, Robert 
Levinson disappeared on March 9, 2007; 

Whereas, in December 2007, Robert 
Levinson’s wife, Christine, traveled to Kish 
Island to retrace Mr. Levinson’s steps and 
met with officials of the Government of Iran 
who pledged to help in the investigation; 

Whereas, for 12 years, the United States 
Government has continually pressed the 
Government of Iran to provide any informa-
tion on the whereabouts of Robert Levinson 
and to help ensure his prompt and safe re-
turn to his family; 

Whereas officials of the Government of 
Iran promised their continued assistance to 
the relatives of Robert Levinson during the 
visit of the family to the Islamic Republic of 
Iran in December 2007; 

Whereas, in November 2010, the Levinson 
family received a video of Mr. Levinson in 
captivity, representing the first proof of life 
since his disappearance and providing some 
initial indications that he was being held 
somewhere in southwest Asia; 

Whereas, in April 2011, the Levinson family 
received a series of pictures of Mr. Levinson, 
which provided further indications that he 
was being held somewhere in southwest Asia; 

Whereas Secretary of State John Kerry 
stated on August 28, 2013, ‘‘The United States 
respectfully asks the Government of the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran to work cooperatively 
with us in our efforts to help U.S. citizen 
Robert Levinson.’’; 

Whereas, on September 28, 2013, during the 
first direct phone conversation between the 
heads of governments of the United States 
and Iran since 1979, President Barack Obama 
raised the case of Robert Levinson to Presi-
dent of Iran Hassan Rouhani and urged the 
President of Iran to help locate Mr. Levinson 
and reunite him with his family; 

Whereas, on August 29, 2014, Secretary of 
State Kerry again stated that the United 
States ‘‘respectfully request[s] the Govern-
ment of the Islamic Republic of Iran [to] 
work cooperatively with us to find Mr. 
Levinson and bring him home’’; 

Whereas, on January 16, 2016, the Govern-
ment of Iran released five United States citi-
zens detained in Iran; 

Whereas, on January 17, 2016, President 
Obama stated that, ‘‘even as we rejoice in 
the safe return of others, we will never for-
get about Bob’’, referring to Robert 
Levinson, and that ‘‘each and every day but 
especially today our hearts are with the 
Levinson family and we will never rest until 
their family is whole again’’; 

Whereas, on January 19, 2016, White House 
Press Secretary Josh Earnest stated that the 
United States Government had ‘‘secured a 
commitment from the Iranians to use the 
channel that has now been opened to secure 
the release of those individuals that we know 
were being held by Iran . . . to try and gath-
er information about Mr. Levinson’s possible 
whereabouts’’; 

Whereas the Government of Iran’s most re-
cent commitment to assist in and the diplo-
matic channel dedicated to locating and re-
turning Robert Levinson have not yielded 
any meaningful results; 

Whereas, on November 23, 2016, the United 
Nations Working Group on Arbitrary Deten-
tion (UNWGAD) issued Opinion No. 50/2016, 
concerning Robert Levinson in which the 
UNWGAD found Iran responsible for the ar-
bitrary detention of Mr. Levinson; 

Whereas, on April 25, 2017, the Department 
of State issued a statement noting that ‘‘[o]n 
the sidelines of the April 25 meeting in Vi-
enna of the Joint Commission overseeing im-
plementation of the Joint Comprehensive 
Plan of Action, the U.S. delegation raised 
with the Iranian delegation its serious con-
cerns regarding the cases of U.S. citizens de-
tained and missing in Iran, and called on 
Iran to immediately release these U.S. citi-
zens so they can be reunited with their fami-
lies’’; 

Whereas, on March 9, 2018, Department of 
State Spokesperson Heather Nauert stated, 
‘‘Iran committed to cooperating with the 
United States to assist us in bringing Robert 
Levinson home and we call on Iran to fulfill 
this commitment.’’; 

Whereas, on November 26, 2013, Mr. 
Levinson became the longest held United 
States civilian in our Nation’s history; 

Whereas March 9, 2019, marks 12 years 
since the disappearance of Robert Levinson 
from Kish Island, Iran; and 

Whereas the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion continues to offer a $5,000,000 reward for 
information leading to Mr. Levinson’s safe 
return: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes that Robert Levinson is the 

longest held United States civilian in our 
Nation’s history; 

(2) notes that repeated pledges by officials 
of the Government of Iran to provide their 
Government’s assistance in the case of Rob-
ert Levinson have not led to any meaningful 
progress in locating or returning Robert 
Levinson; 

(3) urges the Government of Iran to take 
meaningful steps towards fulfilling its re-
peated promises to assist in locating and re-
turning Robert Levinson, including by im-
mediately providing all available informa-
tion from all entities of the Government of 
Iran regarding the disappearance of Robert 
Levinson to the United States Government; 

(4) urges the President to make clear that 
the return of Robert Levinson is a priority to 
the United States and commit to redoubling 
United States Government efforts to secure 
the release of Robert Levinson; 

(5) urges the President and the allies of the 
United States to continue to press the Gov-
ernment of Iran at every opportunity to lo-
cate and return Robert Levinson, notwith-
standing ongoing and serious disagreements 
the United States Government has with the 

Government of Iran on a broad array of 
issues, including Iran’s ballistic missile pro-
gram, sponsorship of international ter-
rorism, destabilization of the Middle East, 
and human rights abuses; 

(6) notes that in addition to these other se-
rious issues, further delay in locating and re-
turning Robert Levinson remains a signifi-
cant obstacle to improving United States- 
Iran relations; and 

(7) expresses sympathy to the family of 
Robert Levinson for their anguish and hope 
that their ordeal can be brought to an end in 
the near future. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 105—SUP-
PORTING THE DESIGNATION OF 
MARCH 2019 AS ‘‘NATIONAL 
COLORECTAL CANCER AWARE-
NESS MONTH’’ 
Mr. ENZI (for himself and Mr. 

MENENDEZ) submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 105 

Whereas colorectal cancer is the second 
leading cause of cancer death among men 
and women combined in the United States; 

Whereas, in 2019, it is estimated that 
145,600 individuals in the United States will 
be diagnosed with colorectal cancer and ap-
proximately 51,020 individuals will die from 
the disease; 

Whereas colorectal cancer is one of the 
most preventable forms of cancer because 
screening tests can find polyps that can be 
removed before becoming cancerous; 

Whereas screening tests can detect 
colorectal cancer early, which is when the 
disease is most treatable; 

Whereas the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services estimates that if every indi-
vidual who is 50 years of age or older had 
regular screening tests, as many as 60 per-
cent of deaths from colorectal cancer could 
be prevented; 

Whereas the 5-year survival rate for pa-
tients with localized colorectal cancer is 90 
percent, but only 39 percent of all diagnoses 
occur at that stage; 

Whereas colorectal cancer screenings can 
effectively reduce the incidence of colorectal 
cancer and mortality, but approximately 1 in 
3 adults between 50 and 75 years of age are 
not up to date with recommended colorectal 
cancer screening; 

Whereas public awareness and educational 
campaigns on colorectal cancer prevention, 
screening, and symptoms are held during the 
month of March each year; and 

Whereas educational efforts can help pro-
vide information to the public on methods of 
prevention and screening and symptoms for 
early detection of colorectal cancer: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports— 
(A) the designation of March 2019 as ‘‘Na-

tional Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month’’; 
and 

(B) the goals and ideals of National 
Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month; and 

(2) encourages the people of the United 
States to observe National Colorectal Cancer 
Awareness Month with appropriate aware-
ness and educational activities. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 106—COM-
MEMORATING THE 75TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE UNITED 
NEGRO COLLEGE FUND 

Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina (for 
himself, Mr. JONES, Mr. CASSIDY, Mr. 
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