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SENATE RESOLUTION 98—ESTAB-
LISHING THE CONGRESSIONAL
GOLD STAR FAMILY FELLOW-
SHIP PROGRAM FOR THE PLACE-
MENT IN OFFICES OF SENATORS
OF CHILDREN, SPOUSES, AND
SIBLINGS OF MEMBERS OF THE
ARMED FORCES WHO ARE HOS-
TILE CASUALTIES OR WHO HAVE
DIED FROM A TRAINING-RE-
LATED INJURY

Mrs. BLACKBURN submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on Rules and Admin-
istration:

S. RES. 98

Resolved,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This resolution may be cited as the “SFC
Sean Cooley and SPC Christopher Horton
Congressional Gold Star Family Fellowship
Program Resolution”.

SEC. 2. CONGRESSIONAL GOLD STAR FELLOW-
SHIP PROGRAM.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section—

(1) the term ‘‘eligible individual’’ means an
individual who is the child (including a step-
child), spouse, or sibling of a member of the
Armed Forces who is a hostile casualty or
died from a training-related injury;

(2) the terms ‘hostile casualty” and
“¢raining-related injury’’ have the meanings
given those terms in section 2402(b) of title
38, United States Code; and

(3) the term ‘‘Program’ means the Con-
gressional Gold Star Family Fellowship Pro-
gram established under subsection (b).

(b) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established
in the Senate the Congressional Gold Star
Family Fellowship Program, under which an
eligible individual may serve a 12-month fel-
lowship in the office of a Senator.

(c) DIRECTION OF PROGRAM.—The Program
shall be carried out under the direction of
the Secretary of the Senate.

(d) PLACEMENT IN DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
OFFICE OR A STATE OFFICE.—An individual
may serve a fellowship under the Program at
the office of a Senator in the District of Co-
lumbia or an office of the Senator in the
State the Senator represents.

(e) REGULATIONS.—The Program shall be
carried out in accordance with regulations
promulgated by the Committee on Rules and
Administration of the Senate.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. ERNST. Mr. President, I have 11
requests for committees to meet during
today’s session of the Senate. They
have the approval of the Majority and
Minority leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

The Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, March 6, 2019, at
10 a.m., to conduct a hearing entitled,
“The state of the American maritime
industry.”

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC

WORKS

The Committee on Environment and

Public Works is authorized to meet
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during the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, March 6, 2019, at 10 a.m., to
conduct a hearing entitled ‘“The eco-
nomic benefits of highway infrastruc-
ture investment and accelerate project
delivery.”
COMMITTEE ON FINANCE
The Committee on Finance is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, March 6, 2019, at
10:15 a.m., to conduct a hearing enti-
tled ‘‘Protecting American from abuse
and neglect nursing homes.”’
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday,
March 6, 2019, at 10 a.m., to conduct a
hearing on the following nominations:
John P. Abizaid, of Nevada, to be Am-
bassador to the Kingdom of Saudi Ara-
bia, and Matthew H. Tueller, of Utah,
to be Ambassador to the Republic of
Iraq, both of the Department of State.
COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS
The Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs is au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate on Wednesday, March 6,
2019, at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing
entitled ‘‘Recommendation to reduce
waste, fraud, and mismanagement in
Federal programs.”
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, March 6,
2019, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing
entitled ‘‘Oversight of customs and
border protection’s response to the
smuggling of persons at the Southern
border.”
COMMITTEE ON RULES AND ADMINISTRATION
The Committee on Rules and Admin-
istration is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, March 6, 2019, at 10:30 a.m., to con-
duct a hearing entitled ‘‘Oversight of
the Library of Congress.”’
COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS AND
ENTREPRENEURSHIP
The Committee on Small Business
and Entrepreneurship is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Wednesday, March 6, 2019, at 2:30
p.m., to conduct a hearing entitled
“Small business and the American
worker.”
COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS
The Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday,
March 6, 2019, at 10 a.m., to conduct a
joint hearing.
SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING
The Special Committee on Aging is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, March 6,
2019, at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON PERSONNEL
The Subcommittee on Personnel of
the Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, March 6,
2019, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing.

March 6, 2019

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that my intern,
Mariah Shriner, may have privileges of
the floor for the balance of the day.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——————

MEASURES READ THE FIRST
TIME—H.R. 1271 AND H.R. 1381

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
understand there are two bills at the
desk, and I ask for their first reading
en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the titles of the bills for
the first time en bloc.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 1271) to establish in the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs a pilot program
instituting a clinical observation program
for pre-med students preparing to attend
medical school.

A Dbill (H.R. 1381) to direct the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to take actions necessary to
ensure that certain individuals may update
the burn pit registry with a registered indi-
vidual’s cause of death, and for other pur-
poses

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
now ask for a second reading, and I ob-
ject to my own request, all en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having been heard, the bills will
receive their second reading on the
next legislative day.

———

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, MARCH
7, 2019

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
adjourn until 9:30 a.m., Thursday,
March 7th; further, that following the
prayer and pledge, the morning hour be
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time
for the two leaders be reserved for their
use later in the day, morning business
be closed, and the Senate proceed to
executive session and resume consider-
ation of the Murphy nomination under
the previous order.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

——————

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask that it stand ad-
journed under the previous order fol-
lowing the remarks of our Democratic
colleagues.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from New Mexico.

——————

GOVERNMENT REFORM

Mr. UDALL. Mr. President, thank
you for the recognition today.

I rise today for the people. I am glad
to be joined by Senator MERKLEY. We
have worked a long time together on



March 6, 2019

government reform issues, campaign fi-
nance reform, and rules reform—some
very, very important issues that face
the country.

Today, in this country, there is a
deep disconnect between what the
American people are demanding from
their leaders and what the President
and the Congress have been giving
them. Poll after poll shows that the
American people want affordable
healthcare. Yet the Republican leader-
ship and this President have tried time
and again to take away healthcare
rights and healthcare protections.

Poll after poll shows that the Amer-
ican people want good-paying jobs. Yet
the Republican leadership and this
President gave a massive tax-cut wind-
fall to the wealthiest individuals and
the biggest corporations.

Poll after poll shows that the Amer-
ican people want clean air and clean
water. They want Congress to tackle
climate change. They want to protect
our public lands. Yet for years the Re-
publican leadership has done the oppo-
site, and the Trump administration is
dismantling environmental protections
and sabotaging our efforts to fight cli-
mate change.

Poll after poll shows that the Amer-
ican people support commonsense gun
safety laws. Yet for decades the Repub-
lican leadership has refused to take
any action whatsoever on even the
most basic safety laws, like universal
background checks.

Poll after poll shows that the Amer-
ican people want Dreamers to stay in
our country. They don’t want children
separated from their parents. They
want comprehensive immigration re-
form to fix our broken system. Yet the
Republican leadership has opposed
these priorities for many years, and
now this President moves forward with
his divisive and hateful immigration
policies.

It is no wonder that trust in govern-
ment is so low. According to a recent
survey, just 19 percent overall trust the
government to do what is right. Fa-
mously, root canals have a higher ap-
proval rating than Congress.

We are a representative democracy.
Yet the people are not being rep-
resented. Their will has been stymied.

The situation has gotten dramati-
cally worse under this President. There
is no doubt about that. But these prob-
lems precede this President, and they
will live much longer than his time in
office unless we act.

To put it bluntly, some of our most
basic, democratic institutions are bro-
ken—our voting rights system, our
campaign finance system, and our eth-
ics rules.

The American people know in their
gut that this system is rigged. That is
why the drug companies get what they
want, and people pay through the nose.
That is why the millionaires and bil-
lionaires get more tax cuts, and the
working people get left behind. That is
why the polluters get off scot-free, and
the rest of us get dirty air and con-
taminated water.
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Unrigging this system requires re-
form—real reform—so that we bring
power back to the everyday Americans
and out of the hands of the special
moneyed interests that rule Wash-
ington.

Let’s talk about how we do that. For
years, I have stood with others in this
Chamber to call for a constitutional
amendment to overturn Citizens
United, for an independent, non-
partisan drawing of House districts,
and for closing the revolving door in
Washington.

In the past, some Senate Republicans
were independent of their leadership
and supported these ideas. The Presi-
dent had even promised to ‘‘drain the
swamp.”’ As we all know by now, unfor-
tunately, that promise was empty.

But with the change in leadership in
the House of Representatives, Congress
is now making progress to enact the re-
forms that the American people want.

The House will soon pass H.R. 1, the
For the People Act—a major reform
package to fix our broken system. It
will be up to the Senate to follow suit.

Next week, my Senate colleagues and
I will introduce our own ‘‘For the Peo-
ple Act’—a comprehensive set of re-
forms to move this effort forward. I
hope we will have bipartisan support,
but I was disappointed to hear the Re-
publican leader deride this essential re-
form bill as ‘‘the Democrat Politician
Protection Act.”

This is not only a warped political
comment, but it is also cynical and to-
tally misses the point, especially when
you consider that the American people
overwhelmingly—across party lines—
support these kinds of reforms. It is
the special interests who oppose them
because they are threatened by them.

If the Republican leader feels the
same way about this bill as the special
interests do, perhaps the bill is not the
problem.

Every Member of the Senate will
have a choice. Do they support reform,
where our ideas and policies can com-
pete on a level playing field, or do they
choose to side with the special inter-
ests to do their bidding in return for
their protection and money during
election season?

I have known plenty of Americans
who oppose this system. John McCain
was one of them. Senator Alan Simp-
son is another. Senator Cochran was a
cosponsor of my constitutional amend-
ment.

No party has to side with the big
money and special interests. It is a
choice. It is a choice we must make to-
gether to return our democracy to the
people and to rid our system of corrup-
tion.

This bill will do just that. It will
make it easier, not harder, to vote. It
will bring an end to the dominance of
big money and politics, and it will en-
sure that politicians actually serve the
public interests.

First, on voting rights, for 50 years
the Voting Rights Act of 1965 has stood
as a bulwark against voter suppression
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practices and enfranchised millions of
voters, but in 2013 the Supreme Court
eviscerated it in its Shelby County v.
Holder decision, unleashing a torrent
of State laws designed to suppress the
vote among minorities.

The Court’s 5-to-4 decision rendered
the Voting rights Act’s preclearance
provisions ineffective and cleared the
way for States to engage in voter sup-
pression. Since Shelby, nearly 1,000
polling places have been closed across
the country, many in southern Black
communities. Voter ID laws have been
tightened, and early voting has been
slashed. Voter rolls have been purged,
and House districts have been redrawn
to dilute the minority vote.

One of the many egregious examples
is North Carolina. Less than 2 months
after Shelby, that State enacted far-
reaching voter suppression require-
ments. North Carolina’s law was struck
down by a Federal court of appeals,
finding that the law targeted African
Americans ‘‘with almost surgical preci-
sion.”

Just this last midterm, we saw voter
suppression tactics surge. For instance,
in North Dakota, the State legislature
passed a law right before the November
election that took aim squarely at the
Native vote. The law required voter IDs
to list physical addresses—an impos-
sibility for many Native American vot-
ers living on reservations. A Federal
court found that 5,000 Native American
voters did not have the necessary iden-
tification.

We have no choice but to respond and
to restore the Voting Rights Act so
States are stopped from closing off the
franchise. That must also include the
Native American Voting Rights Act to
address voter suppression tactics in In-
dian Country and to make sure the Na-
tive vote is counted, not discounted.

Bills to restore lost voting rights
protections have been introduced in
both Chambers. I hope the Senate ma-
jority will work in a bipartisan way to
restore this landmark legislation.

We should make it easier for voters
to register, not harder. In a healthy de-
mocracy, automatic voter registration,
online voter registration, and same-day
voter registration for eligible voters
would be noncontroversial.

Voting should be easy. Too often, for
too many, it is hard. It is our duty to
fix that, and this bill will do that.

Extreme political gerrymandering
continues to skew State and congres-
sional elections. Results from legisla-
tive races don’t reflect the proportion
of each party’s voters. Voters should
choose their representatives, not the
other way around.

Congress must direct nonpartisan,
independent line drawing in each State
to draw congressional districts, and
congressional districts must fairly re-
flect States’ racial compositions so our
representative government truly rep-
resents the electorate.

There is no other way to put it. Our
campaign finance system is broken.
The Supreme Court’s 2010 Citizens
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United decision opened the floodgates
for unlimited contributions and dark
money, and this Congress’s negligence
has allowed the flood to drown out reg-
ular people’s voices.

Super PACs can raise and spend un-
limited amounts of money on can-
didates. The super wealthy can and do
try to buy elections. Dark money
groups can receive unlimited amounts
of money from big corporations and
wealthy individuals, spend their unlim-
ited sums to influence elections, and
never disclose their dollars or what
they wanted in return for their invest-
ment.

There was $1.4 billion spent on the
last Presidential race in 2016. This mid-
term’s outside expenditures topped a
billion dollars. The system is rigged
right before our eyes.

How do we reverse course and return
elections to the American people? For
starters, Congress needs to shine a
light on the dark money and require
realtime disclosure, close 1loopholes
that allow for foreign money, and cre-
ate a small donor, public matching
fund system for everyday contribu-
tions. Most critically, we must over-
turn Citizens United and related deci-
sions. A Supreme Court that equates
big money with speech puts campaigns
for sale to the highest bidder.

Once again, I will offer an amend-
ment to the Constitution to overturn
Citizens United, as I have since 2016.
Congress has a long way to go to push
our popularity above a root canal and
to restore the public’s confidence.

We also need comprehensive ethics
reform. Elected officials and public
servants should not reap huge personal
profit from their public positions. We
need to tighten the revolving door. We
need to tighten lobbying disclosure
laws, and we must require Presidential
and Vice Presidential candidates to
disclose their tax returns.

Beyond that, Presidents and Vice
Presidents must divest of any and all
assets that create a conflict of interest.
Candidate Trump promised to disclose
his tax returns. He didn’t. He then
promised to disclose them after an al-
leged audit. He hasn’t. That is unac-
ceptable.

We know the President has business
and financial ties with Russia and
Saudi Arabia, and this may well ex-
plain his strange closeness with Vladi-
mir Putin and Muhammed bin Salman.
Transparency and divestiture are the
only ways to avoid conflicts of interest
and corruption. These issues go to the
heart of what it means to be an Amer-
ican.

Our democracy is supposed to exist
by the will of the people and by the
consent of the governed. Congress has
an amagzing opportunity before it. The
House of Representatives is starting
debate on its comprehensive reform
package. My colleagues and I will in-
troduce our legislation next week.

To Republicans around the country:
Don’t fall for the majority leader’s
cynical name-calling. I know you love
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your democracy as much as I do. This
is not about protecting Democrats or
Republicans; it is about protecting
Americans from a rigged system. Let
us commit to work together to pass re-
forms the American people hunger for.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oregon.

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I am
pleased to be here on the floor with my
colleague from New Mexico, who has
been a champion for restoring our de-
mocracy, working year after year over
the last decade toward that vision, and
presenting tonight superb comments
on the history of where we have been
and where we should go.

This last weekend, I went to Ala-
bama. I went with Congressman JOHN
LEWIS to be there to look into the his-
tory of discrimination in our Nation,
the history in which we had separate
entries to buildings for Whites and for
Blacks and separate water fountains.
We had front doors for White America
and back doors for Black America.

We were standing on the spot where
Rosa Parks stood before she stepped
onto the bus and said: I will not sit at
the back of the bus. I will be treated
like every other American. She asked
for equality, and she started a big
movement to break down discrimina-
tion.

Last weekend, we also gathered to-
gether in Selma, AL, at the foot of the
Edmund Pettus Bridge. This spot is
where JOHN LEWIS and a whole set of
individuals took a stand. They were
planning a march. They were going to
march for voting rights—for voting
rights in America, voting rights that
had been taken away as a strategy of
suppressing the voice of the people,
particularly the voice of African Amer-
icans.

We have struggled in the history of
our country toward full equality of op-
portunity—full equality to participate
in this beautiful democratic Republic
we call America. We started with a
Constitution that was flawed by not
recognizing the full equality of every
American.

We fought a war over slavery, and
after that war, a strategy was devised
to continue to strip the right to vote
from African Americans by taking Af-
rican-American men, arresting them as
felons, and then saying that felons
can’t vote—a determined strategy both
to reenslave, because the constitu-
tional amendment said that you could
put people to work if they were a felon,
and to strip voting rights from them.

That is a history we should be put-
ting behind us—a history of voter in-
timidation and a history of voter sup-
pression. Have we not come to the
point where we can recognize that the
real vision in our ‘‘we the people’ de-
mocracy is that every person gets a
full chance to participate, that we
should be looking for voter empower-
ment, not voter suppression?

This beautiful document we have
worked to perfect and fulfill over time.

March 6, 2019

It was President Lincoln who said:
““America will never be destroyed from
the outside. If we falter and lose our
freedoms, it will be because we de-
stroyed ourselves.”

Aren’t we at that point now, where
the vision of government of, by, and for
the people has been corrupted by voter
suppression, by voter intimidation, by
gerrymandering, and by dark money
flooding our campaigns? Aren’t we at
that point now that our very essence of
our constitutional vision of govern-
ment by and for the people is being de-
stroyed by these corrupting forces?

Here is what we have in America
right now. We have a circle of power of
those of great wealth and those of
great privilege, and they want to run
this government and write our laws to
benefit those inside that circle.

That circle isn’t that large. It is a
small percent of our population, but
they use their great wealth and their
great leverage to continue to corrupt
the vision of our Constitution because
the last thing they want is a govern-
ment that serves the people.

What they are invested in, what they
fight for is government by the powerful
few and for the powerful few. If anyone
has any doubt that we have reached
this point of huge corruption in this
country, look simply at what happened
in this Chamber in 2017 when the ma-
jority party said that we have two mis-
sions: Mission one, take down
healthcare for 20 to 30 million Ameri-
cans; mission two, raid the national
Treasury for $1% trillion and give it to
the very richest Americans and largest
corporations.

That is what happens in a corrupted
government by and for the powerful
rather than by and for the people. That
is what happens in dictatorships
around the world where the elite raid
the National Treasury and steal the
money for themselves.

I will tell you what else happens.
They don’t invest in ‘‘we the people.”
They don’t invest in the foundations
for families to thrive. We know what
those foundations are: good public edu-
cation, debt-free college, employment
programs that include apprenticeships
and career technical education, a
healthcare system that is simple and
seamless and is there when your loved
one is sick or injured, and it doesn’t
send you into bankruptcy, a system
where drug companies can’t gouge you
and raise their prices dozens or even a
hundredfold because the laws were
written to let them do it, a system
that invests in affordable housing so
every family can have a decent home
in a decent community, investment in
infrastructure, rural broadband, re-
paired highways, expanded transit sys-
tems, all kinds of infrastructure that
enable our economy to thrive and our
people to do well.

Did we see what this corrupted sys-
tem now in place of government by and
for the powerful, did we see an invest-
ment in healthcare or housing or edu-
cation or infrastructure or living-wage
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jobs? We did not because this Chamber
is now run by and for the powerful of
the United States of America, not the
people.

So along comes the other Chamber at
the end of this hall, and this other
Chamber says: We want to restore the
vision of our Constitution, and they
put together H. Res. 1. They said: Let’s
take this on. Let’s take on the gerry-
mandering. Let’s take on the voter
suppression. Let’s take on the dark
money. They put together this bill for
the people—for the people, not for the
powerful.

They proceeded to say: Let’s start
with that challenge of gerrymandering.
Let’s make sure the people pick their
leaders instead of their leaders picking
their electors. Then they proceed to
take on voter suppression and voter in-
timidation.

It was President Lyndon Johnson
who said ‘‘the vote is the most power-
ful instrument ever devised by man for
breaking down injustice.”

That powerful instrument is at the
heart of our Constitution. It is the in-
strument that the powerful and privi-
leged want to diminish, destroy, and
take away so they can continue to run
this country by and for themselves.

So this bill says: Let’s proceed to do
voter empowerment. Let’s extend early
voting to all States. Let’s ensure that
there is an opportunity for people to
register to vote, sign up to vote on the
internet, and have same-day registra-
tion. Let’s encourage vote by mail,
which gives a full opportunity for ev-
eryone to participate without having
to get to a poll on a day that it is dif-
ficult to get there, and let’s make sure
changes designed to suppress voting
are not automatically approved, that
we will restore the Voting Rights Act,
which said we will protect the voting
system, its sacred heart, the Constitu-
tion, and we will not let people’s rights
be stripped away.

If you look back at November 6, and
you look at what happened across the
country, you see the plot—the plot to
prevent the poor from voting; the plot
to prevent minorities from voting; the
plot to prevent college students from
voting. One State went so far as to say
you can’t vote if your ID doesn’t have
an expiration date because the college
IDs in that State didn’t have an expira-
tion date—strategy after strategy,
purging people off the voting rolls
without their permission right before
the election.

So this bill, the For the People Act
that the House is working on right now
and that we will introduce right here
in this Chamber says: We believe in the
Constitution of America; we believe in
the power of the people, and we will
protect the right to vote. The For the
People Act takes on campaign finance.
It proceeds to say: We will have disclo-
sure of contributions. There is sunlight
on the system that disinfects it—a
phrase that so many of my colleagues
used to say when they were opposing
the McCain-Feingold limits. They said:
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We oppose caps on donations, but we
support disclosure. It is the sunshine
that disinfects the system. Suddenly,
when the bill that provides disclosure
was up before this body, the individuals
who said that said: ‘‘Oh, I was wrong, 1
don’t want sunlight in the system,”
and voted against disclosure. So the
House is saying: Let’s do it. Let’s cre-
ate transparency.

There is an honest ads component
that says people need to be able to
know who is funding the ads they are
seeing. I know I have seen in my cam-
paigns, attack ad, after attack ad,
after attack ad funded by front groups.

Wouldn’t it be better for America if
the folks behind those ads actually
have to disclose that they are behind
those ads?

We have in this bill a small-dollar
match so individuals who seek to run
for the House or the Senate with small-
dollar donations, donations up to $200,
get a 6-to-1 match, encouraging break-
ing the grip of the vast dark money
and the money that comes from the
most affluent in large chunks, leveling
the playing field for participation by
regular Americans, freeing our elec-
tions from the grip of dark money.

This bill, the For the People Act,
says let’s improve the ethics. Let’s re-
duce or try to eliminate the conflicts
of interest that haunt this Chamber
and haunt the House Chamber down
the hall.

JOHN LEWIS stood on that bridge on
Bloody Sunday. Congressman JOHN
LEWIS, long before he was a Congress-
man, in 1965, stood on that bridge. He
stood, and he was the very first person
in line as the troops approached to beat
up the protesters. They shoved him,
they pushed him down, they struck
him in the head, and then they pro-
ceeded to beat up and terrify the other
protesters on that bridge.

Those protesters were standing for
the vision of our Constitution, were
standing for voting rights, the most
powerful instrument, as Lyndon John-
son said.

They went back to that bridge the
following Tuesday, and they marched
up and were stopped, and they agreed
to turn back—‘‘Turn Back Tuesday.”
Then they reorganized again and more
people joined. They came back a third
time and they marched over that
bridge and they marched all the way to
Montgomery, AL, to fight for voting
rights because it is the heart and soul
of an individual’s ability to participate
in our democracy. JOHN LEWIS has said
this:

There is still work to be done. Get out
there, push and pull, until we redeem the
soul of America.

The For the People Act that the
House will pass and that we will intro-
duce here in this Chamber is the fight
to redeem the soul of America. Let’s
stand together—old-timers and new
Members of the Senate, those who sit
on the left of the aisle and those who
sit on the right of the aisle, those who
come from blue-collar communities
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and those who come from circles of
power—to stand behind the vision of
our Constitution, the ‘‘we the people”
vision, so this Chamber will do the
work of the people. Let’s restore the
soul of America together.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Massachusetts.

NET NEUTRALITY

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. President, I rise
in defense of the internet. This is a
fight for innovation, for
entrepreneurialism, for the American
economy, a fight for free speech—the
cornerstone of our democracy—a fight
for the most powerful platform for
commerce and communications in the
history of the planet. This is a fight for
net neutrality.

Today nearly every Member of the
Senate Democratic caucus introduced
a bill, the Save the Internet Act, to put
net neutrality rules back on the books.
Congressman MIKE DOYLE is leading
the same effort over in the House.

In the Senate, we have already suc-
cessfully passed the proposal. The
newly introduced Save the Internet
Act and the Congressional Review Act
we approved last Congress will have
the same effect—overturning the
Trump administration’s FCC’s wrong-
headed decision and restoring the open
internet order.

Last May, in a historic, bipartisan
CRA vote of 52 to 47, in the Senate on
this floor, we sent a message to Presi-
dent Trump about what a free and open
internet means, free of corporate con-
trol, open to all who want to commu-
nicate, engage, and innovate. We made
clear this Congress will not fall for
President Trump’s special interest
agenda and his broadband baron allies.

This bill does what the American
people want. It restores the rules so
people are not subject to higher prices,
slower internet speeds, and even
blocked websites because the big
broadband providers want to pump up
their profits. With this bill, we will do
right by the people who sent us here
and fight to protect the internet as we
know it.

This is a fight which we can win.
There is tremendous power on this
issue. Republicans and Democrats alike
agree we need net neutrality so the sky
is the limit. Support for our position
will only continue to grow.

The critics claim the sky hasn’t fall-
en since the FCC repeal, so why do we
need net neutrality at all?

The answer is simple. There is pend-
ing litigation right now in the DC Cir-
cuit Court challenging the FCC’s re-
peal. So there is every reason in the
world why they would not change their
practices until the legal matter is set-
tled in court. Any prudent business
would act cautiously when there is an
issue pending before a court, but once
the issue is resolved in court, there are
no rules. They can do what they want.

In fact, I attended the court hearing
and listened to 5 hours of oral argu-
ment. I saw firsthand how the FCC and
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