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sovereignty and the rights and prin-
ciples that are enshrined in the United 
Nations Charter. 

Since 2014, U.S. troops have been in 
Iraq, alongside Iraqi forces, at the Gov-
ernment of Iraq’s request for assistance 
in combating the Islamic State of Iraq 
and Syria (ISIS). Current Administra-
tion officials, including Secretary 
Pompeo, Acting Secretary Shanahan 
and Commander of the United States 
Central Command, General Votel, have 
routinely emphasized that United 
States military forces remain in Iraq 
at the invitation of the Government of 
Iraq and in respect to its sovereignty. 
Recent presidential administrations 
have maintained that the 2002 AUMF 
only serves to ‘‘reinforce’’ any legal au-
thority to combat ISIS provided by the 
2001 AUMF and is not independently re-
quired to authorize any such activities. 
As such, repealing the 1991 AUMF and 
the 2002 AUMF would not affect ongo-
ing United States military operations. 
It would however, prevent the future 
misuse of the Gulf and Iraq War au-
thorizations and strengthen Congres-
sional oversight over war powers. 

It is past time to repeal both AUMFs 
and formally mark the end of the Iraq 
War that resulted in a devastating loss 
of life and wounded tens of thousands 
of our troops. It makes no sense that 
two AUMFs remain in place against a 
country that is now a close ally. They 
serve no operational purpose, run the 
risk of future abuse by the President, 
and help keep our nation at permanent 
war. 

I am proud to join Senator YOUNG in 
introducing a bill to repeal these out-
dated and unnecessary authorizations. 
I hope we can continue to find bipar-
tisan compromise on these tough war 
power issues to include revising and re-
placing the 2001 AUMF. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 96—COM-
MENDING THE GOVERNMENT OF 
CANADA FOR UPHOLDING THE 
RULE OF LAW AND EXPRESSING 
CONCERN OVER ACTIONS BY THE 
GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE’S 
REPUBLIC OF CHINA IN RE-
SPONSE TO A REQUEST FROM 
THE UNITED STATES GOVERN-
MENT TO THE GOVERNMENT OF 
CANADA FOR THE EXTRADITION 
OF A HUAWEI TECHNOLOGIES 
CO., LTD. EXECUTIVE 

Mr. RISCH (for himself, Mr. MENEN-
DEZ, Mr. GARDNER, Mr. COONS, Mr. 
ROMNEY, and Mr. CRUZ) submitted the 
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations: 

S. RES. 96 

Whereas, on December 1, 2018, Canadian au-
thorities detained Huawei Technologies Co., 
Ltd. chief financial officer Meng Wanzhou 
based on an arrest warrant issued pursuant 
to a request made by the United States 
under the Extradition Treaty Between the 

United States of America and Canada, signed 
at Washington December 3, 1971; 

Whereas, on January 24, 2019, the United 
States filed a superseding indictment in the 
United States District Court for the Eastern 
District of New York against Huawei Tech-
nologies Co., Ltd. (‘‘Huawei’’), Huawei De-
vice USA Inc., Skycom Tech Co. Ltd. 
(‘‘Skycom’’), and Meng Wanzhou; 

Whereas the January 24, 2019, indictment 
charges two counts of bank fraud; two counts 
of conspiracy to commit bank fraud; one 
count of conspiracy to commit wire fraud; 
two counts of bank fraud; one count of wire 
fraud; one count of conspiracy to defraud the 
United States; two counts of conspiracy to 
violate the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act; two counts of violations 
of the International Emergency Economic 
Powers Act; one count of money laundering 
conspiracy; and one count of conspiracy to 
obstruct justice; 

Whereas the January 24, 2019, indictment 
charges that ‘‘Huawei operated Skycom as 
an unofficial subsidiary to obtain otherwise 
prohibited U.S.-origin goods, technology, and 
services, including banking services, for 
Huawei’s Iran-based business while con-
cealing the link to Huawei’’; 

Whereas the United States Government is 
seeking the extradition of Meng Wanzhou; 

Whereas Canadian authorities granted 
Meng Wanzhou access to Chinese consular of-
ficials, and she was able to engage a lawyer 
of her choice and was released on bail pend-
ing the outcome of the extradition hearing; 

Whereas the Chinese Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs strongly urged Canada ‘‘to imme-
diately release’’ Meng Wanzhou and threat-
ened that otherwise ‘‘it will definitely have 
grave consequences, and [Canada] will have 
to bear the full responsibility for it’’; 

Whereas the Government of the People’s 
Republic of China detained Canadian dip-
lomat Michael Kovrig and Canadian execu-
tive Michael Spavor on December 10, 2018, in 
apparent retaliation for the arrest of Meng 
Wanzhou; 

Whereas Michael Spavor and Michael 
Kovrig have faced harsh conditions while in 
detention that include limited consular ac-
cess, no access to a lawyer, being unable to 
turn off the lights at night, and lengthy in-
terrogations, including in the case of Mr. 
Kovrig, about his official activities during 
his previous tenure as an accredited dip-
lomat in the People’s Republic of China, po-
tentially in violation of the Vienna Conven-
tion on Diplomatic Relations, done at Vi-
enna April 18, 1961; 

Whereas, on January 14, 2019, a third Cana-
dian, Robert Schellenberg, in Chinese cus-
tody for drug smuggling, had his case re-
viewed and his 15-year sentence changed to 
the death penalty; and 

Whereas the Department of State’s Coun-
try Report on Human Rights Practices for 
2017 stated that ‘‘[a]rbitrary arrest and de-
tention remained serious problems’’ in China 
and that Chinese judges ‘‘regularly received 
political guidance on pending cases, includ-
ing instructions on how to rule, from both 
the government and the CCP [Chinese Com-
munist Party], particularly in politically 
sensitive cases’’: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) commends the Government of Canada 

for upholding the rule of law and complying 
with its international legal obligations, in-
cluding those pursuant to the Extradition 
Treaty Between the United States of Amer-
ica and Canada, signed at Washington De-
cember 3, 1971; 

(2) commends the Government of Canada 
for providing consular access and due process 
for Huawei Technologies Co., Ltd. chief fi-
nancial officer Meng Wanzhou; 

(3) expresses concern over the Government 
of the People’s Republic of China’s apparent 
arbitrary detention and abusive treatment of 
Canadian nationals Michael Spavor and Mi-
chael Kovrig in apparent retaliation for the 
Government of Canada’s detention of Meng 
Wanzhou; and 

(4) joins the Government of Canada in call-
ing for the immediate release of Michael 
Spavor and Michael Kovrig and for due proc-
ess for Canadian national Robert 
Schellenberg. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 97—ESTAB-
LISHING THE SELECT COM-
MITTEE ON THE CLIMATE CRISIS 
Mr. SCHUMER submitted the fol-

lowing resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on Rules and Admin-
istration: 

S. RES. 97 
Resolved, 

SECTION 1. SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE CLI-
MATE CRISIS. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established 
in the Senate a Select Committee on the Cli-
mate Crisis (in this resolution referred to as 
the ‘‘Select Committee’’). 

(b) COMPOSITION.— 
(1) MEMBERSHIP.—The Select Committee 

shall be composed of 16 Senators, of whom— 
(A) 8 shall be appointed by the Majority 

Leader; and 
(B) 8 shall be appointed by the Minority 

Leader. 
(2) CO-CHAIRPERSONS.—The Majority Lead-

er and the Minority Leader shall each des-
ignate 1 member of the Select Committee to 
serve as a Co-Chairperson of the Select Com-
mittee. 

(3) DEADLINE.—Not later than 14 days after 
the date of adoption of this resolution, the 
Majority Leader and Minority Leader shall 
each appoint all members and designate the 
Co-Chairpersons of the Select Committee. 

(4) PERIOD OF APPOINTMENT.—Members 
shall be appointed for the life of the Select 
Committee. 

(5) VACANCIES.—A vacancy in the member-
ship of the Select Committee— 

(A) shall not affect its powers; and 
(B) shall be filled not later than 14 days 

after the date on which the vacancy occurs, 
in the same manner as the original appoint-
ment was made. 

(6) DEPARTURE OF MEMBER.—If a member of 
the Select Committee ceases to be a Member 
of the Senate, the member is no longer a 
member of the Select Committee and a va-
cancy shall exist. 

(c) FUNDING.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The expenses of the Select 

Committee shall be paid from the Contin-
gent Fund of the Senate, in a total amount 
of— 

(A) not more than $1,500,000 for the period 
beginning on the date of adoption of this res-
olution and ending on September 30, 2019; 
and 

(B) not more than $2,600,000 for the period 
beginning on October 1, 2019 and ending on 
September 30, 2020. 

(2) APPROVAL.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subparagraph (B), the expenses of the Select 
Committee shall be paid upon vouchers ap-
proved by the Co-Chairpersons of the Select 
Committee, in accordance with the rules and 
regulations of the Senate. 

(B) VOUCHERS NOT REQUIRED.—Vouchers 
shall not be required for— 

(i) the disbursement of salaries of employ-
ees paid at an annual rate; 

(ii) the payment of telecommunications 
provided by the Office of the Sergeant at 
Arms and Doorkeeper; 
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(iii) the payment of stationery supplies 

purchased through the Keeper of the Sta-
tionery; 

(iv) payments to the Postmaster of the 
Senate; 

(v) the payment of metered charges on 
copying equipment provided by the Office of 
the Sergeant at Arms and Doorkeeper; 

(vi) the payment of Senate Recording and 
Photographic Services; or 

(vii) the payment of franked and mass mail 
costs by the Sergeant at Arms and Door-
keeper. 

(d) STAFFING.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Co-Chairpersons of 

the Select Committee may jointly appoint 
and fix the compensation of employees of the 
Select Committee in accordance with the 
guidelines for employees of the Senate and 
following all applicable rules and employ-
ment requirements of the Senate (including 
those relating to employees of standing com-
mittees of the Senate). 

(2) AGENCY CONTRIBUTIONS.—There are au-
thorized to be paid from the appropriations 
account for ‘‘Inquiries and Investigations’’ of 
the Senate such sums as may be necessary 
for agency contributions related to the com-
pensation of employees of the Select Com-
mittee. 

(e) JURISDICTION; FUNCTIONS.— 
(1) INVESTIGATIVE JURISDICTION.—The Se-

lect Committee shall have the authority to 
investigate and make findings regarding how 
inaction on the climate crisis is harming the 
economic and national security interests of 
the United States. 

(2) MEETINGS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Select Committee 

shall— 
(i) meet at the call of the Co-Chairpersons; 

and 
(ii) hold its first meeting to plan the ac-

tivities of the Select Committee not later 
than 30 days after the date of adoption of 
this resolution. 

(B) AGENDA.—Not later than 48 hours be-
fore any meeting of the Select Committee, 
the Co-Chairpersons shall provide an agenda 
to the members of the Select Committee. 

(3) HEARINGS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Select Committee 

may, for the purpose of carrying out this sec-
tion, hold such hearings, sit and act at such 
times and places, require attendance of wit-
nesses and production of books, papers, and 
documents, take such testimony, receive 
such evidence, and administer such oaths as 
the Select Committee considers advisable. 

(B) ALL HEARINGS PUBLIC.—The hearings of 
the Select Committee in connection with 
any aspect of its investigative functions 
shall be public hearings. 

(C) HEARING PROCEDURES AND RESPONSIBIL-
ITIES OF CO-CHAIRPERSONS.— 

(i) ANNOUNCEMENT.—Not later than 7 days 
before any hearing of the Select Committee, 
the Co-Chairpersons shall make a public an-
nouncement of the date, place, time, and 
subject matter of the hearing, unless the Co- 
Chairpersons determine that there is good 
cause to hold the hearing at an earlier date. 

(ii) EQUAL REPRESENTATION OF WITNESSES.— 
Each Co-Chairperson shall be entitled to se-
lect an equal number of witnesses for each 
hearing held by the Select Committee. 

(iii) WRITTEN STATEMENT.—A witness ap-
pearing before the Select Committee shall 
file a written statement of proposed testi-
mony at least 2 days before the appearance 
of the witness, unless the requirement is 
waived by the Co-Chairpersons, following a 
joint determination that there is good cause 
for failure to comply with the requirement. 

(4) MINIMUM NUMBER OF PUBLIC MEETINGS 
AND HEARINGS.—The Select Committee shall 
hold not less than a total of 5 public meet-
ings or public hearings. 

(5) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—Upon written 
request of the Co-Chairpersons, a Federal 
agency, including an agency in the legisla-
tive branch, shall provide technical assist-
ance to the Select Committee in order for 
the Select Committee to carry out its duties. 

(6) COORDINATION WITH STANDING COMMIT-
TEES OF THE SENATE.—The Select Committee 
shall, in conducting official business, coordi-
nate with standing committees with relevant 
jurisdiction. 

(7) NO LEGISLATIVE JURISDICTION.—The Se-
lect Committee shall not have legislative ju-
risdiction and shall have no authority to 
take legislative action on any bill or resolu-
tion. 

(f) REPORTING.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2), 

not later than July 31, 2020, the Select Com-
mittee shall submit to the Senate and any 
relevant committee of the Senate a com-
prehensive report of the results of its inves-
tigations and studies, together with such de-
tailed findings as it may determine advis-
able. 

(2) SEPARATE REPORTS.—If the Select Com-
mittee is not able to agree to a report de-
scribed in paragraph (1) by a majority vote, 
each Co-Chairperson may submit to the Sen-
ate and any relevant committee of the Sen-
ate a report on behalf of the members of the 
Select Committee appointed by the Senate 
leader that appointed such Co-Chairperson 
regarding the results of the investigations 
and studies of the Select Committee. 

(3) PUBLICATION.—Not later than 30 days 
after the date on which a report under this 
subsection is submitted, the Select Com-
mittee shall make the report publicly avail-
able in widely accessible formats. 

(g) TERMINATION.—The Select Committee 
shall terminate on October 1, 2020. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, maybe 
Leader MCCONNELL doesn’t realize this, 
but because of the political stunt vote 
he is planning on his version of the 
Green New Deal, for the first time in a 
long time, the Senate is finally debat-
ing the issue of climate change, and if 
you ask me, it is about time. 

Climate change is an urgent crisis 
and an existential threat to our coun-
try and to our planet. The last 4 years 
have been the warmest 4 years on 
record. Sea levels are rising. Marine 
life and fishing communities are being 
destroyed. Wildfires have roared 
against the West. More powerful hurri-
canes have buffeted our coastlines. 

Over the next few decades, climate 
change will affect every part of Amer-
ican life—our health, our economy, our 
national security, and even our geog-
raphy. So if there were ever an issue 
that demanded particular focus from 
this Chamber, it is climate change. 
That is why today I am introducing a 
resolution to create a select committee 
on climate change to correspond with 
the House committee that was created 
this year for the same purpose. 

For the same reason that we dedicate 
groups of Senators to focus on health, 
national security, judiciary, agri-
culture, and banking, we should have a 
bipartisan group of Senators who meet 
to focus on climate change, to hold 
hearings, to debate the issue, and to 
craft, refine, and enact legislation to 
address this problem. 

I understand that my friends on the 
other side of the aisle don’t like the 
Green New Deal. OK, that is fine. What 
is your plan? 

Maybe a lot of Members think they 
can get away without having to answer 
the question. They will not. They will 
not. That is why we need a committee 
focused on this to bring Democrats and 
Republicans together on an issue that 
demands progress. So I will introduce a 
resolution to create a new committee 
on climate. 

Democrats believe this is an issue of 
surpassing importance. What do our 
Republican colleagues believe? We sin-
cerely hope that our Republican friends 
will come around and view it the same 
way. Yet we are still trying to get the 
Republican leadership, and Repub-
licans in the Senate in general, to an-
swer three key questions. I ask once 
again. I have asked them every day. 

One, Leader MCCONNELL, do you be-
lieve climate change is real? 

Two, Leader MCCONNELL, does human 
activity contribute to it? 

And, three, should Congress take im-
mediate action to address it? 

Our Republican friends are silent—si-
lent. Some have argued that it is be-
cause they get so much money from 
the oil industry. Some have argued 
that it is because they don’t believe in 
science. It is amazing that they can’t 
even answer a simple question that is 
one of the leading questions of our 
time when two-thirds of all Americans 
believe that climate change is real and 
urgent. 

We are not trying to lock our Repub-
lican friends into any one or two solu-
tions. We are not saying: Let’s do it 
our way or the highway. 

As a first step, we want Republicans, 
particularly their leader, to agree with 
us that climate change is a problem 
that must be addressed. And what do 
we get from our Republican friends? Ei-
ther silence or a stunt—putting on the 
floor a bill they will not vote for. That 
doesn’t say anything. That doesn’t ad-
dress the problem. It is a stunt. That is 
all they can do. They can’t come for-
ward with a single positive thing to say 
or do. So they put a bill on the floor 
that they will not vote for—what a 
ruse. What a mocking of the way the 
Founding Fathers wanted democracy 
to work—it is a disgrace. 

That is why we need a committee. At 
least let them go forward with a com-
mittee, where Democrats and Repub-
licans can discuss the issue, debate the 
issue, and perhaps come up with some 
bipartisan solutions. That is what we 
hope to achieve when we come to the 
floor and ask our friends, sincerely, if 
they agree with those three items, be-
cause climate change will not wait for 
the partisanship, which so often defines 
this Chamber, to ebb. It will not pause 
while one party is in power. Its impacts 
will not discriminate between red 
States and blue States. 

It is time to put our party affili-
ations aside and agree that we face a 
major crisis that is caused by humans 
and that we have an immediate and 
glaring need to address it. 
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SENATE RESOLUTION 98—ESTAB-

LISHING THE CONGRESSIONAL 
GOLD STAR FAMILY FELLOW-
SHIP PROGRAM FOR THE PLACE-
MENT IN OFFICES OF SENATORS 
OF CHILDREN, SPOUSES, AND 
SIBLINGS OF MEMBERS OF THE 
ARMED FORCES WHO ARE HOS-
TILE CASUALTIES OR WHO HAVE 
DIED FROM A TRAINING-RE-
LATED INJURY 
Mrs. BLACKBURN submitted the fol-

lowing resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on Rules and Admin-
istration: 

S. RES. 98 
Resolved, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 
This resolution may be cited as the ‘‘SFC 

Sean Cooley and SPC Christopher Horton 
Congressional Gold Star Family Fellowship 
Program Resolution’’. 
SEC. 2. CONGRESSIONAL GOLD STAR FELLOW-

SHIP PROGRAM. 
(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section— 
(1) the term ‘‘eligible individual’’ means an 

individual who is the child (including a step-
child), spouse, or sibling of a member of the 
Armed Forces who is a hostile casualty or 
died from a training-related injury; 

(2) the terms ‘‘hostile casualty’’ and 
‘‘training-related injury’’ have the meanings 
given those terms in section 2402(b) of title 
38, United States Code; and 

(3) the term ‘‘Program’’ means the Con-
gressional Gold Star Family Fellowship Pro-
gram established under subsection (b). 

(b) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established 
in the Senate the Congressional Gold Star 
Family Fellowship Program, under which an 
eligible individual may serve a 12-month fel-
lowship in the office of a Senator. 

(c) DIRECTION OF PROGRAM.—The Program 
shall be carried out under the direction of 
the Secretary of the Senate. 

(d) PLACEMENT IN DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
OFFICE OR A STATE OFFICE.—An individual 
may serve a fellowship under the Program at 
the office of a Senator in the District of Co-
lumbia or an office of the Senator in the 
State the Senator represents. 

(e) REGULATIONS.—The Program shall be 
carried out in accordance with regulations 
promulgated by the Committee on Rules and 
Administration of the Senate. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Mr. ERNST. Mr. President, I have 11 
requests for committees to meet during 
today’s session of the Senate. They 
have the approval of the Majority and 
Minority leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

The Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, March 6, 2019, at 
10 a.m., to conduct a hearing entitled, 
‘‘The state of the American maritime 
industry.’’ 

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC 
WORKS 

The Committee on Environment and 
Public Works is authorized to meet 

during the session of the Senate on 
Wednesday, March 6, 2019, at 10 a.m., to 
conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘The eco-
nomic benefits of highway infrastruc-
ture investment and accelerate project 
delivery.’’ 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
The Committee on Finance is author-

ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, March 6, 2019, at 
10:15 a.m., to conduct a hearing enti-
tled ‘‘Protecting American from abuse 
and neglect nursing homes.’’ 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
The Committee on Foreign Relations 

is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, 
March 6, 2019, at 10 a.m., to conduct a 
hearing on the following nominations: 
John P. Abizaid, of Nevada, to be Am-
bassador to the Kingdom of Saudi Ara-
bia, and Matthew H. Tueller, of Utah, 
to be Ambassador to the Republic of 
Iraq, both of the Department of State. 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

The Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs is au-
thorized to meet during the session of 
the Senate on Wednesday, March 6, 
2019, at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing 
entitled ‘‘Recommendation to reduce 
waste, fraud, and mismanagement in 
Federal programs.’’ 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
The Committee on the Judiciary is 

authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Wednesday, March 6, 
2019, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing 
entitled ‘‘Oversight of customs and 
border protection’s response to the 
smuggling of persons at the Southern 
border.’’ 

COMMITTEE ON RULES AND ADMINISTRATION 
The Committee on Rules and Admin-

istration is authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, March 6, 2019, at 10:30 a.m., to con-
duct a hearing entitled ‘‘Oversight of 
the Library of Congress.’’ 

COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS AND 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

The Committee on Small Business 
and Entrepreneurship is authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Wednesday, March 6, 2019, at 2:30 
p.m., to conduct a hearing entitled 
‘‘Small business and the American 
worker.’’ 

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 
The Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 

is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, 
March 6, 2019, at 10 a.m., to conduct a 
joint hearing. 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING 
The Special Committee on Aging is 

authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Wednesday, March 6, 
2019, at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON PERSONNEL 
The Subcommittee on Personnel of 

the Committee on Armed Services is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Wednesday, March 6, 
2019, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing. 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that my intern, 
Mariah Shriner, may have privileges of 
the floor for the balance of the day. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MEASURES READ THE FIRST 
TIME—H.R. 1271 AND H.R. 1381 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
understand there are two bills at the 
desk, and I ask for their first reading 
en bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will read the titles of the bills for 
the first time en bloc. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 1271) to establish in the De-

partment of Veterans Affairs a pilot program 
instituting a clinical observation program 
for pre-med students preparing to attend 
medical school. 

A bill (H.R. 1381) to direct the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to take actions necessary to 
ensure that certain individuals may update 
the burn pit registry with a registered indi-
vidual’s cause of death, and for other pur-
poses 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
now ask for a second reading, and I ob-
ject to my own request, all en bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having been heard, the bills will 
receive their second reading on the 
next legislative day. 

f 

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, MARCH 
7, 2019 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that when the 
Senate completes its business today, it 
adjourn until 9:30 a.m., Thursday, 
March 7th; further, that following the 
prayer and pledge, the morning hour be 
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time 
for the two leaders be reserved for their 
use later in the day, morning business 
be closed, and the Senate proceed to 
executive session and resume consider-
ation of the Murphy nomination under 
the previous order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
f 

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, if 
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask that it stand ad-
journed under the previous order fol-
lowing the remarks of our Democratic 
colleagues. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from New Mexico. 
f 

GOVERNMENT REFORM 

Mr. UDALL. Mr. President, thank 
you for the recognition today. 

I rise today for the people. I am glad 
to be joined by Senator MERKLEY. We 
have worked a long time together on 
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