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have been approved by the Food and Drug
Administration for the treatment of rare dis-
eases, millions of people in the United States
have a rare disease for which there is no ap-
proved treatment;

Whereas lack of access to effective treat-
ments and difficulty in obtaining reimburse-
ment for life-altering, and even life-saving,
treatments remain significant challenges for
people with rare diseases and their families;

Whereas rare diseases and conditions in-
clude McArdle disease, Ehlers-Danlos syn-
drome, acoustic neuroma, Paget disease,
Landau-Kleffner syndrome, necrotizing
fasciitis, mucopolysaccharidosis type I, Ras-
mussen encephalitis, Sanfilippo syndrome,
Prader-Willi syndrome, Wagner syndrome,
Barth syndrome, and many rare cancers;

Whereas people with rare diseases experi-
ence challenges that include—

(1) difficulty in obtaining accurate diag-
noses;

(2) limited treatment options; and

(3) difficulty finding physicians or treat-
ment centers with expertise in the rare dis-
ease affecting the individual;

Whereas the 115/th/ Congress passed a 10-
yvear extension of the Children’s Health In-
surance Program under title XXI of the So-
cial Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1397aa et seq.),
ensuring health insurance coverage for many
children with rare diseases;

Whereas both the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration and the National Institutes of Health
have established special offices to support
and facilitate rare disease research and
treatments;

Whereas the National Organization for
Rare Disorders (referred to in this preamble
as ‘“‘NORD”’), a nonprofit organization estab-
lished in 1983 to provide services to, and ad-
vocate on behalf of, patients with rare dis-
eases, remains a critical public voice for peo-
ple with rare diseases;

Whereas 2019 marks the 36/th/ anniversary
of the enactment of the Orphan Drug Act
(Public Law 97-414; 96 Stat. 2049) and the es-
tablishment of NORD;

Whereas NORD sponsors Rare Disease Day
in the United States and partners with many
other major rare disease organizations to in-
crease public awareness of rare diseases;

Whereas Rare Disease Day is observed each
year on the last day of February;

Whereas Rare Disease Day is a global event
that—

(1) was first observed in the United States
on February 28, 2009; and

(2) was observed in more than 90 countries
in 2018; and

Whereas Rare Disease Day is expected to
be observed globally for years to come, pro-
viding hope and information for rare disease
patients around the world: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates February 28, 2019, as ‘‘Rare
Disease Day’’;

(2) recognizes the importance of improving
awareness and encouraging accurate and
early diagnosis of rare diseases and dis-
orders; and

(3) supports a national and global commit-
ment to improving access to, and developing
new treatments, diagnostics, and cures for,
rare diseases and disorders.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 91—DESIG-
NATING MARCH 3, 2019, AS
“WORLD WILDLIFE DAY”’

Mr. COONS (for himself and Mr.
PORTMAN) submitted the following res-
olution; which was referred to the
Committee on the Judiciary:
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Whereas wildlife has provided numerous
economic, environmental, social, and cul-
tural benefits during the course of human
history and wildlife conservation will secure
those gifts for future generations;

Whereas plant and animal species play an
important role in the stability of diverse
ecosystems around the world and the con-
servation of that biodiversity is critical to
maintain the delicate balance of nature and
keep complex ecosystems thriving;

Whereas millions of individuals in the
United States strongly support the conserva-
tion of wildlife, both domestically and
abroad, and wish to ensure the survival of
species in the wild;

Whereas the trafficking of wildlife, includ-
ing timber and fish, comprises the fourth
largest global illegal trade after narcotics,
the counterfeiting of products and currency,
and human trafficking and has become a
major transnational organized crime with an
estimated worth of as much as $23,000,000,000
annually;

Whereas increased demand in Asia for
high-value illegal wildlife products, particu-
larly elephant ivory and rhinoceros horns,
has triggered substantial and rapid increases
in poaching of those species;

Whereas the trafficking of wildlife is a pri-
mary threat to many wildlife species, includ-
ing elephants, rhinoceroses, tigers,
pangolins, and sharks;

Whereas many different kinds of criminals,
including some terrorist entities and rogue
security personnel, often in collusion with
corrupt government officials, are involved in
wildlife poaching and the movement of ivory
and rhinoceros horns across Africa;

Whereas wildlife poaching presents signifi-
cant security and stability challenges for
military and police forces in African nations
that are often threatened by heavily armed
poachers and the criminal, extremist allies
of those poachers;

Whereas wildlife poaching negatively im-
pacts local communities that rely on natural
resources for economic development, includ-
ing through tourism;

Whereas assisting institutions in devel-
oping nations, including by providing mate-
rial, training, legal, and diplomatic support,
can reduce illegal wildlife trade;

Whereas wildlife provides a multitude of
benefits to all nations and wildlife crime has
wide-ranging economic, environmental, and
social impacts;

Whereas the African Elephant Status Re-
port 2016 issued by the International Union
for Conservation of Nature revealed that the
elephant population of Africa has recently
seen a dramatic decline, mainly due to
poaching, and the continental population is
now thought to be approximately 415,000;

Whereas, from 2007 to 2012, the number of
elephants killed in Kenya increased by more
than 800 percent, from 47 to 387 elephants
killed;

Whereas, between 2002 and 2013, as a result
of poaching, about 65 percent of the forest
elephant population in Central Africa was
killed and forest elephants lost 30 percent of
the geographical range of forest elephants,
placing forest elephants on track for extinc-
tion in the next decade;

Whereas fewer than 50,000 wild Asian ele-
phants remain and poaching of these popu-
lations is on the rise, with an average of 1
elephant poached every week in Burma, driv-
en by demand for elephant skin products;

Whereas the number of rhinoceroses killed
by poachers in South Africa—

(1) dramatically increased from 13 in 2007
to 1,215 in 2014, an increase of more than 9,000
percent; and

(2) was 769 in 2018;
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Whereas—

(1) the 3 species of Asian rhinoceroses also
remain under constant threat of poaching;
and

(2) the total populations of Javan and Su-
matran rhinoceros number fewer than 100 in-
dividuals in the wild;

Whereas fewer than 4,000 tigers remain in
the wild throughout Asia;

Whereas pangolins are often referred to as
the most trafficked mammal in the world;

Whereas all 8 pangolin species spanning Af-
rica and Asia are faced with extinction be-
cause pangolin scales are sought after in the
practice of traditional Chinese medicine and
pangolin meat is considered a delicacy;

Whereas the oceans—

(1) cover % of the surface of the Earth;

(2) contain 97 percent of the water on the
Earth;

(3) represent 99 percent of the living space
on the earth by volume; and

(4) contain nearly 200,000 identified animal
species;

Whereas the global market value of marine
and coastal resources and industries is esti-
mated to be approximately $3,000,000,000,000
per year, representing about 5 percent of
global gross domestic product;

Whereas more than 3,000,000,000 people de-
pend on marine and coastal biodiversity for
their livelihoods;

Whereas an estimated 8,000,000 metric tons
of plastic enter the ocean every year, harm-
ing a wide range of wildlife species;

Whereas illegal, unreported, and unregu-
lated fishing (referred to in this preamble as
“IUU fishing’’) represents a multibillion dol-
lar criminal industry that—

(1) undercuts the economic livelihoods of
legitimate fishermen;

(2) weakens marine animal populations;

(3) poses a threat to international security;
and

(4) threatens food security for communities
around the world;

Whereas overfishing—

(1) contributes to the rapid depletion of
many species of fish; and

(2) hinders efforts to save and restore glob-
al fisheries and the jobs relating to those
fisheries;

Whereas approximately 100,000,000 sharks
are killed annually, often targeted solely for
their fins, and unsustainable trade is the pri-
mary cause of serious population decline in
several shark species, including scalloped
hammerhead sharks, great hammerhead
sharks, and oceanic whitetip sharks;

Whereas the vaquita porpoise of Mexico,
with fewer than 14 individual porpoises re-
maining, is being driven to extinction;

Whereas penal and financial deterrents
can—

(1) improve the ability of governments to
reduce poaching, trafficking, and IUU fish-
ing; and

(2) enhance the capabilities of those gov-
ernments to manage their resources;

Whereas the United States is developing
and implementing measures to address the
criminal, financial, security, and environ-
mental aspects of wildlife trafficking;

Whereas Congress has allocated specific re-
sources to combat wildlife trafficking and
IUU fishing and address additional threats to
wildlife;

Whereas Congress passed the Eliminate,
Neutralize, and Disrupt Wildlife Trafficking
Act of 2016 (16 U.S.C. 7601 et seq.) to
strengthen the response of the United States
to the global wildlife trafficking crisis;

Whereas Congress passed the Save Our
Seas Act of 2018 (Public Law 115-265; 132 Stat.
3742)—

(1) to address land- and sea-based sources
of marine debris; and

(2) to promote international action to re-
duce the incidence of marine debris;
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Whereas, in December 2013, the United Na-
tions General Assembly proclaimed March 3
as World Wildlife Day to celebrate and raise
awareness of the wild fauna and flora around
the world;

Whereas March 3, 2019, represents the sixth
annual celebration of World Wildlife Day;

Whereas, in 2019, the theme of World Wild-
life Day is ‘‘Life below water: for people and
planet’’; and

Whereas, in 2019, World Wildlife Day com-
memorations will—

(1) raise awareness about the breathtaking
diversity of marine life;

(2) highlight the crucial importance of ma-
rine species to human development; and

(3) encourage future generations to con-
tinue efforts to protect marine ecosystems:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates March 3, 2019, as
Wildlife Day’’;

(2) supports raising awareness of the bene-
fits that wildlife provides to people and the
threats facing wildlife around the world;

(3) supports escalating the fight against
wildlife crime, including wildlife trafficking
and illegal, unreported, and unregulated fish-
1ng;

(4) applauds the domestic and inter-
national efforts to escalate the fight against
wildlife crime;

(5) commends the efforts of the United
States to mobilize the entire Federal Gov-
ernment in a coordinated, efficient, and ef-
fective manner for dramatic progress in the
fight against wildlife crime; and

(6) encourages continued cooperation be-
tween the United States, international part-
ners, local communities, nonprofit organiza-
tions, private industry, and other partner or-
ganizations in an effort to conserve and cele-
brate wildlife, preserving this precious re-
source for future generations.

“World

———

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 6—AUTHORIZING THE
PRINTING OF A COMMEMORA-
TIVE DOCUMENT IN MEMORY OF
THE LATE PRESIDENT OF THE
UNITED STATES, GEORGE HER-
BERT WALKER BUSH

Mr. BLUNT (for himself and Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR) submitted the following con-
current resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. CON. RES. 6

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring),

SECTION 1. COMMEMORATIVE DOCUMENT
THORIZED.

(a) IN GENERAL.—A commemorative docu-
ment in memory of the late President of the
United States, George Herbert Walker Bush,
shall be printed as a House document, with
illustrations and suitable binding, under the
direction of the Joint Committee on Print-
ing.

(b) CONTENTS.—The document shall consist
of the eulogies and encomiums for George
Herbert Walker Bush, as expressed in the
Senate and the House of Representatives, to-
gether with the texts of each of the fol-
lowing:

(1) The state funeral ceremony at the
United States Capitol Rotunda.

(2) The national funeral service held at the
Washington National Cathedral, Washington,
District of Columbia.

(3) The memorial service held at St. Mar-
tin’s Episcopal Church, Houston, Texas.

(4) The interment ceremony at the George
Herbert Walker Bush Presidential Library
Center, College Station, Texas.

AU-
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SEC. 2. PRINTING OF DOCUMENT.

In addition to the usual number of copies
printed, there shall be printed the lesser of—

(1) 32,500 copies of the commemorative doc-
ument, of which 22,150 copies shall be for the
use of the House of Representatives and
10,350 copies shall be for the use of the Sen-
ate; or

(2) such number of copies of the commemo-
rative document that does not exceed a pro-
duction and printing cost of $1,000,000, with
distribution of the copies to be allocated in
the same proportion as described in para-
graph (1).

————
SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION T—AUTHORIZING THE

PRINTING OF THE 26TH EDITION
OF THE POCKET VERSION OF
THE CONSTITUTION OF THE
UNITED STATES

Mr. BLUNT (for himself and Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR) submitted the following con-
current resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. CON. RES. 7

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring),

SECTION 1. POCKET VERSION OF THE CONSTITU-
TION OF THE UNITED STATES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The 26th edition of the
pocket version of the Constitution of the
United States shall be printed as a Senate
document under the direction of the Joint
Committee on Printing.

(b) ADDITIONAL COPIES.—In addition to the
usual number, there shall be printed the less-
er of—

(1) 480,500 copies of the document, of which
255,500 copies shall be for the use of the
House of Representatives, 200,000 copies shall
be for the use of the Senate, and 25,000 copies
shall be for the use of the Joint Committee
on Printing; or

(2) such number of copies of the document
as does not exceed a total production and
printing cost of $226,250, with distribution to
be allocated in the same proportion as de-
scribed in paragraph (1), except that in no
case shall the number of copies be less than
1 per Member of Congress.

(c) DISTRIBUTION.—The copies of the docu-
ment printed for the use of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate under subsection
(a) shall be distributed in accordance with—

(1) a distribution plan approved by the
chair and ranking minority member of the
Committee on House Administration of the
House of Representatives, in the case of the
copies printed for the use of the House of
Representatives; and

(2) a distribution plan approved by the
chair and ranking minority member of the
Committee on Rules and Administration of
the Senate, in the case of the copies printed
for the use of the Senate.

————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I have 7
requests for committees to meet during
today’s session of the Senate. They
have the approval of the Majority and
Minority leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet ’during today’s ses-
sion of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND
FORESTRY

The Committee on Agriculture, Nu-

trition, and Forestry is authorized to
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meet during the session of the Senate
on Thursday, February 28, 2019, at 9:30
a.m., to conduct a hearing.
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

The Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Thursday, February
28, 2019, at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a hear-
ing.
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN

AFFAIRS

The Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Thursday, February 28, 2019, at 10
a.m., to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

The Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Thursday, February 28, 2019, at 10 a.m.,
to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Thursday, February
28, 2019, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing
on the following nominations: Neomi J.
Rao, to be United States Circuit Judge
for the District of Columbia Circuit,
Joseph F. Bianco, of New York, and Mi-
chael H. Park, of New York, both to be
a United States Circuit Judge for the
Second Circuit, Greg Girard Guidry, to
be United States District Judge for the
Eastern District of Louisiana, Michael
T. Liburdi, to be United States District
Judge for the District of Arizona, Peter
D. Welte, to be United States District
Judge for the District of North Dakota,
Aditya Bamzai, of Virginia, and Travis
LeBlanc, of Maryland, both to be a
Member of the Privacy and Civil Lib-
erties Oversight Board, and Drew H.
Wrigley, to be United States Attorney
for the District of North Dakota, De-
partment of Justice.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Thursday,
February 28, 2019, at 2 p.m., to conduct
a closed briefing.
PERMANENT SUBCOMMITTEE ON INVESTIGATIONS

The Permanent Subcommittee on In-
vestigations of the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental
Affairs is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Thursday,
February 28, 2019, at 10 a.m., to conduct
a hearing entitled ‘‘China’s impact on
United States education system.”

————
PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. COONS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Drew Story, a
science fellow in my office, be granted
floor privileges for the remainder of
the 116th Congress.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
understand that there are two bills at
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