
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S1603 February 28, 2019 
SENATE RESOLUTION 87—AUTHOR-

IZING THE PRINTING OF A COL-
LECTION OF THE RULES OF THE 
COMMITTEES OF THE SENATE 
Mr. BLUNT (for himself and Ms. KLO-

BUCHAR) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 87 
Resolved, That a collection of the rules of 

the committees of the Senate, together with 
related materials, be printed as a Senate 
document, and that there be printed 250 addi-
tional copies of such document for the use of 
the Committee on Rules and Administration. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 88—DESIG-
NATING MARCH 1, 2019, AS ‘‘READ 
ACROSS AMERICA DAY’’ 
Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Mr. REED, 

Mr. BRAUN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mrs. CAP-
ITO, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. 
CARPER, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Ms. HASSAN, 
and Mr. WICKER) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 88 
Whereas reading is— 
(1) a basic requirement for quality edu-

cation and professional success; and 
(2) a source of pleasure throughout life; 
Whereas the people of the United States 

must be able to read if the United States is 
to remain competitive in the global econ-
omy; 

Whereas Congress has placed great empha-
sis on reading intervention and providing ad-
ditional resources for reading assistance, in-
cluding through— 

(1) the programs authorized under the Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education Act of 
1965 (20 U.S.C. 6301 et seq.); and 

(2) annual appropriations for library and 
literacy programs; and 

Whereas more than 50 national organiza-
tions concerned about reading and education 
have joined with the National Education As-
sociation to designate March 2, the anniver-
sary of the birth of Theodor Geisel (com-
monly known as ‘‘Dr. Seuss’’), as a day to 
celebrate reading: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates March 1, 2019, as ‘‘Read 

Across America Day’’; 
(2) honors— 
(A) all authors for their success in encour-

aging children to discover the joy of reading; 
and 

(B) the 22nd anniversary of Read Across 
America Day; and 

(3) encourages— 
(A) parents, educators, and communities to 

read with children for at least 30 minutes on 
Read Across America Day and, in honor of 
the commitment of the Senate to building a 
country of readers, to promote— 

(i) a love of reading; and 
(ii) opportunities for all children to see 

themselves reflected in literature; and 
(B) the people of the United States to ob-

serve Read Across America Day with appro-
priate ceremonies and activities. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 89—EX-
PRESSING THE CONDOLENCES OF 
THE SENATE AND HONORING 
THE MEMORY OF THE VICTIMS 
OF THE MASS SHOOTING IN AU-
RORA, ILLINOIS, ON FEBRUARY 
15, 2019 
Mr. DURBIN (for himself and Ms. 

DUCKWORTH) submitted the following 

resolution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 89 

Whereas, on February 15, 2019, a gunman 
opened fire at his coworkers in the Henry 
Pratt Company warehouse in Aurora, Illi-
nois; 

Whereas 5 innocent people were tragically 
killed in this mass shooting, and others, in-
cluding officers of the Aurora Police Depart-
ment, were wounded; 

Whereas the innocent employees who lost 
their lives that day were— 

(1) Russell Beyer, age 47, of Yorkville, Illi-
nois, a 25-year company employee, proud 
union man and shop chairman, a loving fa-
ther of 2 children and a beloved son and 
brother, and a ‘‘fun, loving gentle giant of a 
guy,’’ who ‘‘would truly give you the shirt 
off his back’’; 

(2) Vicente Juarez, age 54, of Oswego, Illi-
nois, a 15-year company employee and union 
man, a loving husband and father of 3 chil-
dren and grandfather of 8, who had a passion 
for working on his 1969 Chevy Impala; 

(3) Clayton ‘‘Clay’’ Parks, age 32, of Elgin, 
Illinois, a 2014 graduate of the College of 
Business at Northern Illinois University, a 
loving husband and father to his 9-month-old 
son, a leader and mentor, and an avid Chi-
cago sports fan with a contagious smile and 
laugh, whose greatest joy was his family; 

(4) Josh Pinkard, age 37, of Oswego, Illi-
nois, a plant manager for the company since 
2018, and a loving husband and father of 3 
children, whose heartbreaking final message 
to his wife was, ‘‘I love you, I’ve been shot at 
work’’; and 

(5) Trevor Wehner, age 21, of Sheridan, Illi-
nois, a senior at Northern Illinois University 
who was killed on the first day of an intern-
ship, a loving son, brother, and boyfriend, 
and a high school and college baseball player 
active in his community who ‘‘never met a 
stranger’’ and ‘‘made friends with everyone 
young and old’’; 

Whereas officers from the Aurora Police 
Department swiftly arrived at the shooting 
scene within 4 minutes of the first 911 call; 

Whereas the officers who arrived were fired 
upon by the gunman almost immediately, 5 
officers were wounded, and more officers 
rushed in to take their place; 

Whereas Aurora Police Chief Kristen 
Ziman said that— 

(1) ‘‘Every time an officer was shot, an-
other went in. No one retreated. They forged 
ahead with shields and weapons as true war-
riors do and no one backed down until the 
threat was eliminated.’’; and 

(2) ‘‘The officers who were shot that day 
put their own lives at risk to save others. 
They are what it means to be a warrior. 
Those who were in the gunfight and those 
who stood ready to battle are just as worthy 
of the term hero.’’; 

Whereas the 6 officers wounded or injured 
were— 

(1) Officer Diego Avila, who has served 
since 2016; 

(2) Officer John Cebulski, who has served 
since 1988; 

(3) Officer Marco Gomez, who has served 
since 2005; 

(4) Officer Adam Miller, who has served 
since 2015; 

(5) Officer Reynaldo Rivera, who has served 
since 1995; and 

(6) Officer James Zegar, who has served 
since 1993; 

Whereas the Aurora Fire Department and a 
broad array of municipal, county, State, and 
Federal law enforcement and medical sup-
port agencies also responded to the emer-
gency promptly and assisted capably in the 
initial crisis and the subsequent investiga-
tion; 

Whereas the people of Illinois and the 
United States are thankful to law enforce-
ment officers, firefighters, 911 emergency 
dispatchers, and emergency medical teams 
for their heroic response to the shooting; 

Whereas the Aurora shooting that took the 
lives of 2 members of the Northern Illinois 
University community took place one day 
after the February 14th anniversary of the 
2008 mass shooting at Northern Illinois Uni-
versity that killed 5 students and wounded 17 
others; 

Whereas communities across Illinois, in-
cluding the city of Chicago, and across the 
United States have suffered from the epi-
demic of gun violence in the United States; 

Whereas the people of Aurora, Illinois, 
have now joined the ever-growing list of 
communities that have suffered from a mass 
shooting; and 

Whereas the Aurora community has come 
together in support of the families and loved 
ones of the victims and those injured by this 
mass shooting and, will, in the words of Au-
rora Mayor Richard Irvin, ‘‘emerge as a 
stronger city’’: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) expresses its sincere condolences to the 

families, friends, and loved ones of those who 
were killed in the tragic shooting on Feb-
ruary 15, 2019, in Aurora, Illinois: Russell 
Beyer, Vicente Juarez, Clayton Parks, Josh 
Pinkard, and Trevor Wehner; 

(2) extends its support and prayers to those 
who were wounded or injured and wishes 
them a speedy recovery; 

(3) commends the law enforcement officers, 
emergency responders, and medical per-
sonnel who responded to the shooting with 
professionalism, dedication, and bravery; 

(4) expresses its support for the Aurora 
community in this difficult time; and 

(5) stands in solidarity with the victims of 
senseless gun violence in communities across 
the United States. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 90—DESIG-
NATING FEBRUARY 28, 2019, AS 
‘‘RARE DISEASE DAY’’ 
Mr. BROWN (for himself, Mr. BAR-

RASSO, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. MARKEY, 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. COONS, Ms. STA-
BENOW, Mr. BOOKER, and Ms. WARREN) 
submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 90 

Whereas a rare disease or disorder is one 
that affects a small number of patients, 
which, in the United States, is considered to 
be a population of fewer than 200,000 individ-
uals; 

Whereas, as of the date of the adoption of 
this resolution, more than 7,000 rare diseases 
affect as many as 30,000,000 people in the 
United States and their families; 

Whereas children with rare diseases ac-
count for a significant portion of the popu-
lation affected by rare diseases in the United 
States; 

Whereas many rare diseases are serious 
and life-threatening and lack effective treat-
ments; 

Whereas, as a result of the Orphan Drug 
Act (Public Law 97–414; 96 Stat. 2049), there 
have been important advances made in the 
research of, and treatment for, rare diseases; 

Whereas the Food and Drug Administra-
tion has made great strides in gathering pa-
tient perspectives to inform the drug review 
process as part of the Patient-Focused Drug 
Development program, an initiative that was 
reaffirmed under the FDA Reauthorization 
Act of 2017 (Public Law 115–52; 131 Stat. 1005); 

Whereas, although more than 750 orphan 
indications for drugs and biological products 
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have been approved by the Food and Drug 
Administration for the treatment of rare dis-
eases, millions of people in the United States 
have a rare disease for which there is no ap-
proved treatment; 

Whereas lack of access to effective treat-
ments and difficulty in obtaining reimburse-
ment for life-altering, and even life-saving, 
treatments remain significant challenges for 
people with rare diseases and their families; 

Whereas rare diseases and conditions in-
clude McArdle disease, Ehlers-Danlos syn-
drome, acoustic neuroma, Paget disease, 
Landau-Kleffner syndrome, necrotizing 
fasciitis, mucopolysaccharidosis type I, Ras-
mussen encephalitis, Sanfilippo syndrome, 
Prader-Willi syndrome, Wagner syndrome, 
Barth syndrome, and many rare cancers; 

Whereas people with rare diseases experi-
ence challenges that include— 

(1) difficulty in obtaining accurate diag-
noses; 

(2) limited treatment options; and 
(3) difficulty finding physicians or treat-

ment centers with expertise in the rare dis-
ease affecting the individual; 

Whereas the 115/th/ Congress passed a 10- 
year extension of the Children’s Health In-
surance Program under title XXI of the So-
cial Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1397aa et seq.), 
ensuring health insurance coverage for many 
children with rare diseases; 

Whereas both the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration and the National Institutes of Health 
have established special offices to support 
and facilitate rare disease research and 
treatments; 

Whereas the National Organization for 
Rare Disorders (referred to in this preamble 
as ‘‘NORD’’), a nonprofit organization estab-
lished in 1983 to provide services to, and ad-
vocate on behalf of, patients with rare dis-
eases, remains a critical public voice for peo-
ple with rare diseases; 

Whereas 2019 marks the 36/th/ anniversary 
of the enactment of the Orphan Drug Act 
(Public Law 97–414; 96 Stat. 2049) and the es-
tablishment of NORD; 

Whereas NORD sponsors Rare Disease Day 
in the United States and partners with many 
other major rare disease organizations to in-
crease public awareness of rare diseases; 

Whereas Rare Disease Day is observed each 
year on the last day of February; 

Whereas Rare Disease Day is a global event 
that— 

(1) was first observed in the United States 
on February 28, 2009; and 

(2) was observed in more than 90 countries 
in 2018; and 

Whereas Rare Disease Day is expected to 
be observed globally for years to come, pro-
viding hope and information for rare disease 
patients around the world: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates February 28, 2019, as ‘‘Rare 

Disease Day’’; 
(2) recognizes the importance of improving 

awareness and encouraging accurate and 
early diagnosis of rare diseases and dis-
orders; and 

(3) supports a national and global commit-
ment to improving access to, and developing 
new treatments, diagnostics, and cures for, 
rare diseases and disorders. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 91—DESIG-
NATING MARCH 3, 2019, AS 
‘‘WORLD WILDLIFE DAY’’ 

Mr. COONS (for himself and Mr. 
PORTMAN) submitted the following res-
olution; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 91 

Whereas wildlife has provided numerous 
economic, environmental, social, and cul-
tural benefits during the course of human 
history and wildlife conservation will secure 
those gifts for future generations; 

Whereas plant and animal species play an 
important role in the stability of diverse 
ecosystems around the world and the con-
servation of that biodiversity is critical to 
maintain the delicate balance of nature and 
keep complex ecosystems thriving; 

Whereas millions of individuals in the 
United States strongly support the conserva-
tion of wildlife, both domestically and 
abroad, and wish to ensure the survival of 
species in the wild; 

Whereas the trafficking of wildlife, includ-
ing timber and fish, comprises the fourth 
largest global illegal trade after narcotics, 
the counterfeiting of products and currency, 
and human trafficking and has become a 
major transnational organized crime with an 
estimated worth of as much as $23,000,000,000 
annually; 

Whereas increased demand in Asia for 
high-value illegal wildlife products, particu-
larly elephant ivory and rhinoceros horns, 
has triggered substantial and rapid increases 
in poaching of those species; 

Whereas the trafficking of wildlife is a pri-
mary threat to many wildlife species, includ-
ing elephants, rhinoceroses, tigers, 
pangolins, and sharks; 

Whereas many different kinds of criminals, 
including some terrorist entities and rogue 
security personnel, often in collusion with 
corrupt government officials, are involved in 
wildlife poaching and the movement of ivory 
and rhinoceros horns across Africa; 

Whereas wildlife poaching presents signifi-
cant security and stability challenges for 
military and police forces in African nations 
that are often threatened by heavily armed 
poachers and the criminal, extremist allies 
of those poachers; 

Whereas wildlife poaching negatively im-
pacts local communities that rely on natural 
resources for economic development, includ-
ing through tourism; 

Whereas assisting institutions in devel-
oping nations, including by providing mate-
rial, training, legal, and diplomatic support, 
can reduce illegal wildlife trade; 

Whereas wildlife provides a multitude of 
benefits to all nations and wildlife crime has 
wide-ranging economic, environmental, and 
social impacts; 

Whereas the African Elephant Status Re-
port 2016 issued by the International Union 
for Conservation of Nature revealed that the 
elephant population of Africa has recently 
seen a dramatic decline, mainly due to 
poaching, and the continental population is 
now thought to be approximately 415,000; 

Whereas, from 2007 to 2012, the number of 
elephants killed in Kenya increased by more 
than 800 percent, from 47 to 387 elephants 
killed; 

Whereas, between 2002 and 2013, as a result 
of poaching, about 65 percent of the forest 
elephant population in Central Africa was 
killed and forest elephants lost 30 percent of 
the geographical range of forest elephants, 
placing forest elephants on track for extinc-
tion in the next decade; 

Whereas fewer than 50,000 wild Asian ele-
phants remain and poaching of these popu-
lations is on the rise, with an average of 1 
elephant poached every week in Burma, driv-
en by demand for elephant skin products; 

Whereas the number of rhinoceroses killed 
by poachers in South Africa— 

(1) dramatically increased from 13 in 2007 
to 1,215 in 2014, an increase of more than 9,000 
percent; and 

(2) was 769 in 2018; 

Whereas— 
(1) the 3 species of Asian rhinoceroses also 

remain under constant threat of poaching; 
and 

(2) the total populations of Javan and Su-
matran rhinoceros number fewer than 100 in-
dividuals in the wild; 

Whereas fewer than 4,000 tigers remain in 
the wild throughout Asia; 

Whereas pangolins are often referred to as 
the most trafficked mammal in the world; 

Whereas all 8 pangolin species spanning Af-
rica and Asia are faced with extinction be-
cause pangolin scales are sought after in the 
practice of traditional Chinese medicine and 
pangolin meat is considered a delicacy; 

Whereas the oceans— 
(1) cover 3⁄4 of the surface of the Earth; 
(2) contain 97 percent of the water on the 

Earth; 
(3) represent 99 percent of the living space 

on the earth by volume; and 
(4) contain nearly 200,000 identified animal 

species; 
Whereas the global market value of marine 

and coastal resources and industries is esti-
mated to be approximately $3,000,000,000,000 
per year, representing about 5 percent of 
global gross domestic product; 

Whereas more than 3,000,000,000 people de-
pend on marine and coastal biodiversity for 
their livelihoods; 

Whereas an estimated 8,000,000 metric tons 
of plastic enter the ocean every year, harm-
ing a wide range of wildlife species; 

Whereas illegal, unreported, and unregu-
lated fishing (referred to in this preamble as 
‘‘IUU fishing’’) represents a multibillion dol-
lar criminal industry that— 

(1) undercuts the economic livelihoods of 
legitimate fishermen; 

(2) weakens marine animal populations; 
(3) poses a threat to international security; 

and 
(4) threatens food security for communities 

around the world; 
Whereas overfishing— 
(1) contributes to the rapid depletion of 

many species of fish; and 
(2) hinders efforts to save and restore glob-

al fisheries and the jobs relating to those 
fisheries; 

Whereas approximately 100,000,000 sharks 
are killed annually, often targeted solely for 
their fins, and unsustainable trade is the pri-
mary cause of serious population decline in 
several shark species, including scalloped 
hammerhead sharks, great hammerhead 
sharks, and oceanic whitetip sharks; 

Whereas the vaquita porpoise of Mexico, 
with fewer than 14 individual porpoises re-
maining, is being driven to extinction; 

Whereas penal and financial deterrents 
can— 

(1) improve the ability of governments to 
reduce poaching, trafficking, and IUU fish-
ing; and 

(2) enhance the capabilities of those gov-
ernments to manage their resources; 

Whereas the United States is developing 
and implementing measures to address the 
criminal, financial, security, and environ-
mental aspects of wildlife trafficking; 

Whereas Congress has allocated specific re-
sources to combat wildlife trafficking and 
IUU fishing and address additional threats to 
wildlife; 

Whereas Congress passed the Eliminate, 
Neutralize, and Disrupt Wildlife Trafficking 
Act of 2016 (16 U.S.C. 7601 et seq.) to 
strengthen the response of the United States 
to the global wildlife trafficking crisis; 

Whereas Congress passed the Save Our 
Seas Act of 2018 (Public Law 115–265; 132 Stat. 
3742)— 

(1) to address land- and sea-based sources 
of marine debris; and 

(2) to promote international action to re-
duce the incidence of marine debris; 
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