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writing to the Chairman and Ranking Minor-
ity Member that, in his or her opinion, it is
necessary to issue the subpoena imme-
diately.

——————

BAHRAIN

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, February
marks the anniversary of the massive,
peaceful protests against Bahrain’s re-
pressive regime in 2011. Bahraini citi-
zens, men and women of all ages and
backgrounds, demanded more account-
ability from their leaders and more
agency in their lives.

Instead of sitting down with the
protestors as leaders in Oregon or
Washington, DC, often do, Bahrain’s
rulers unleashed the country’s security
forces on them. I am afraid that it has
now become a rather sad tradition of
mine to remind the Senate of these
events, and so before February gives
way to March, I just wanted to offer a
few words on why this issue continues
to resonate.

Bahrain held elections in November
2018, but they were hardly on the level.
“The Economist” termed them ‘‘un-
fair.” The head of Human Rights First
called them ‘‘fake elections.” The
Project on Middle East Democracy and
Americans for Democracy & Human
Rights in Bahrain said they were a
‘““‘sham.”” The list goes on.

This should come as no surprise to
anybody paying attention to develop-
ment in Bahrain because the regime
banned opposition parties from partici-
pating altogether. That is not exactly
a recipe for a free, fair, or legitimate
outcome.

Indeed, the regime has spent the past
couple years detaining, intimidating,
and silencing the political opposition.

But don’t take my word for it, that’s
how Amnesty International character-
ized the situation before the November
elections.

The repression extends far beyond
the ballot box. Human rights advocates
say the regime has arbitrarily stripped
hundreds of individuals of their citizen-
ship in the past few years.

Human Right Watch indicates that
the regime closed the last remaining
independent newspaper in 2017. Free-
dom House says the regime continues
to bully journalists and to persecute
those who are critical of the regime.

Bahrain is a longtime U.S. ally in a
tumultuous region. My intent with
these annual statements is neither to
insult the Kingdom nor to demand the
administration cut ties.

No, the point of these statements is
to make it clear that I believe the
United States should always promote
basic rights and values and further,
that I believe the United States must—
must—hold its friends and partners to
a higher moral standard.

I was concerned that the previous ad-
ministration did not do more to push
Bahrain’s rulers on this point, but I am
deeply disappointed that the Trump ad-
ministration seems hell-bent on setting
a new low.
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The President himself has made clear
that he views the world through a
transactional lens and is willing to
overlook rights violations in the name
of arms sales or greater defense co-
operation.

So it is hardly surprising to read that
Trump administration officials fail to
raise human rights concerns with their
Bahraini counterparts.

This must change. I hope it will
change. And I hope that the influx of
new members of Congress following the
2018 midterm elections will cause it to
change.

Today I renew my call on Bahrain’s
monarchy to stop brutally repressing
peaceful protest, to release political
prisoners like Abdulhadi al-Khawaja
and Nabeel Rajab, and to offer Bah-
rainis a greater voice in their country’s
future.

———————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO CHRIS CORREALE

e Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize the service and
achievements of Ms. Chris Correale, di-
rector of harbor development for the
Maryland Port Administration, upon
her retirement.

Chris Correale is the ultimate exam-
ple of a public servant whose expertise
and efforts while unknown to the ma-
jority of Maryland’s residents, have
been critical to Maryland’s economy
and environment.

An expert in U.S. Army Corps of En-
gineers processes, Chris has spent more
than 25 years crafting and imple-
menting innovative and collaborative
Federal and State beneficial reuse
projects that kept the Port of Balti-
more’s shipping channels open and im-
proved the environment in the Chesa-
peake Bay. From dredging, construc-
tion, beach replenishment, habitat res-
toration, and permitting, Chris has
been the visionary behind the develop-
ment of projects that have signifi-
cantly improved the infrastructure, en-
vironment, business climate, regional
partnerships, and economic develop-
ment opportunities throughout the
State of Maryland.

At the Maryland Port Administra-
tion, Chris ensured the Port of Balti-
more’s channels are in top condition
for maritime traffic serving the port.
She oversaw the planning and policy of
what to do with the dredged material,
she secured State and Federal funding
for the port, and she coordinated
multi-agency management of the
port’s aids to navigation systems.

Prior to joining the Maryland Port
Administration, Chris had a distin-
guished career as the chief of the oper-
ations division of the U.S. Army Corps’
Baltimore District. By overseeing the
Baltimore District’s navigation pro-
gram, Chris was instrumental in the
operations, maintenance, protection,
and restoration of Maryland’s ports,
military installations, levees, Federal
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channels, island habitats, and res-
ervoirs.

Chris’s retirement is a loss for the
State of Maryland. Her vision, exper-
tise, and extraordinary social skills
have enabled her to successfully navi-
gate the Federal, State, and local
forces to bring so many critical
projects to fruition. She has signifi-
cantly improved the infrastructure, en-
vironment, and business climate
throughout the State of Maryland, and
she will be missed. Therefore, it is my
honor to recognize the contributions of
Ms. Chris Correale to the State of
Maryland and thank her for her years
of valuable service.®

———————

TRIBUTE TO PATRICK
ARMSTRONG, JR.

e Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, this
week I have the honor of recognizing
Patrick Armstrong, Jr., of Heart Butte,
for his dedication to Glacier County.

A member of the Blackfeet Nation,
Mr. Armstrong was born and raised in
Browning, MT, where he attended
Browning Public School Systems, K-12.
He has been an educator at Browning
Elementary for 5 years, where he cur-
rently teaches fourth grade. Patrick
and his wife, Anna, have three chil-
dren.

Mr. Armstrong has always been ac-
tively involved in sports and has been
officiating for 20 years. Since then,
Patrick has been heavily involved in
officiating high school basketball. He
was recently nominated as this year’s
boys basketball official of the year by
the National Federation of High School
Association, Montana High School As-
sociation, and the Montana Officials
Association. To be nominated for this
award, you must exemplify upstanding
character. Mr Armstrong is a promi-
nent mentor in his community. He is a
humble man who knows the value of a
strong community.

I congratulate Patrick on his role in
bringing together and growing the
Browning community.e

———

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 10:01 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bill, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 8. An act to require a background
check for every firearm sale.

———

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME

The following bills were read the first
time:

H.R. 8. An act to require a background
check for every firearm sale.

S. 617. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to extend certain expiring
provisions, to provide disaster tax relief, and
for other purposes.
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EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC—-412. A communication from the Admin-
istrator, Agricultural Marketing Service,
Department of Agriculture, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“National Bioengineered Food Disclosure
Standard”’ (AMS-TM-17-0050) received
durning adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on Feb-
ruary 22, 2019; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-413. A communication from the Under
Secretary of Defense (Acquisition and
Sustainment), transmitting, pursuant to
law, a report entitled ‘“‘Report to Congress on
Corrosion Policy and Oversight Budget Ma-
terials for Fiscal Year 2020’; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

EC-414. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary of Defense (Sustainment),
transmitting, pursuant to law, a notice of
additional time required to complete a re-
port relative to the ongoing use of open burn
pits and the feasibility of phasing out the
use of open burn pits by using technology in-
cinerators; to the Committee on Armed
Services.

EC-415. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary of Defense (Manpower and Re-
serve Affairs) performing the duties of the
Under Secretary of Defense (Personnel and
Readiness), transmitting, pursuant to law, a
notice of additional time required to com-
plete the annual report on defense manpower
requirements; to the Committee on Armed
Services.

EC-416. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary of Defense (Special Operations
and Low Intensity Conflict), transmitting,
pursuant to law, a report relative to the re-
port on activities of the National Guard
Counterdrug Schools for fiscal year 2018; to
the Committee on Armed Services.

EC-417. A communication from the Assist-
ant Director, Senior Executive Management
Office, Department of Defense, transmitting,
pursuant to law, a report relative to a va-
cancy in the position of Assistant Secretary
of Defense (Readiness), Department of De-
fense, received in the Office of the President
of the Senate on February 25, 2019; to the
Committee on Armed Services.

EC-418. A communication from the Assist-
ant Director, Senior Executive Management
Office, Department of Defense, transmitting,
pursuant to law, a report relative to a va-
cancy in the position of Assistant Secretary
of Defense (Health Affairs), Department of
Defense, received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on February 25, 2019; to
the Committee on Armed Services.

EC-419. A communication from the Alter-
nate Federal Register Liaison Officer, Office
of the Secretary, Department of Defense,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Establishment of TRICARE
Select and Other TRICARE Reforms”
(RINO0720-ABT70) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on February 25, 2019;
to the Committee on Armed Services.

EC-420. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, a report relative to the con-
tinuation of the national emergency with re-
spect to Libya declared in Executive Order
13566; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs.

EC—421. A communication from the General
Counsel, Department of Housing and Urban
Development, transmitting, pursuant to law,
eight (8) reports relative to vacancies in the
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Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, received during adjournment of the
Senate in the Office of the President of the
Senate on February 22, 2019; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs.

EC-422. A communication from the Sec-
retary, Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Adjustments to Civil
Monetary Penalty Amounts’” (Rel. No. 33—
10604) received in the Office of the President
of the Senate on February 26, 2019; to the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs.

EC-423. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, a report relative to the des-
ignation for Overseas Contingency Oper-
ations/Global War on Terrorism all funding
(including rescissions) so designated by the
Congress, pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A) of
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit
Control Act of 1985, for the enclosed list of
accounts; to the Committee on the Budget.

EC-424. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, a report relative to the des-
ignation as an emergency requirement all
funding so designated by the Congress in the
Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2019, pur-
suant to section 251 (b) (2) (A) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985, for the accounts referenced in
section 7058 (d); to the Committee on the
Budget.

EC-425. A communication from the Chief of
the Publications and Regulations Branch, In-
ternal Revenue Service, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘“‘Section 199A Deter-
mination of W-2 Wages’’ (Rev. Proc. 2019-11)
received in the Office of the President of the
Senate on February 26, 2019; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

EC-426. A communication from the Chief of
the Publications and Regulations Branch, In-
ternal Revenue Service, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Rulings and Deter-
mination Letters” (Rev. Proc. 2019-5) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on February 26, 2019; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

EC-427. A communication from the Chief of
the Publications and Regulations Branch, In-
ternal Revenue Service, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Section 199A Trade
or Business Safe Harbor: Rental Real Es-
tate” (Notice 2019-07) received in the Office
of the President of the Senate on February
26, 2019; to the Committee on Finance.

EC-428. A communication from the Chief of
the Publications and Regulations Branch, In-
ternal Revenue Service, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Revenue Procedure
Providing Safe Harbor Method of Accounting
for Determining Depreciation Deductions for
Certain Passenger Automobiles’ (Rev. Proc.
2019-13) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on February 26, 2019; to
the Committee on Finance.

EC-429. A communication from the Chief of
the Publications and Regulations Branch, In-
ternal Revenue Service, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Regulations Re-
garding the Transition Tax Under Section
965 and Related Provisions” (RIN1545-B051)
received in the Office of the President of the
Senate on February 26, 2019; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

EC-430. A communication from the Chief of
the Publications and Regulations Branch, In-
ternal Revenue Service, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
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report of a rule entitled ‘‘Centralized Part-
nership Audit Regime” (RIN1545-B0O03 and
RIN1545-B0O04) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on February 26, 2019;
to the Committee on Finance.

EC-431. A communication from the Deputy
Director of Regulations and Policy Manage-
ment Staff, Food and Drug Administration,
Department of Health and Human Services,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘List of Bulk Drug Sub-
stances That Can Be Used To Compound
Drug Products In Accordance With Section
503A of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cos-
metic Act” ((21 CFR Part 216) (Docket No.
FDA-2016-N-3464)) received in the Office of
the President of the Senate on February 25,
2019; to the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions.

EC-432. A communication from the Senior
Procurement Executive, Office of Acquisi-
tion Policy, General Services Administra-
tion, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘General Services Ad-
ministration Acquisition Regulation
(GSAR); Construction Contract Administra-
tion” ((RIN3090-AJ63) (48 CFR Parts 501, 511,
517, 532, 536, 543, 546, and 552)) received in the
Office of the President of the Senate on Feb-
ruary 25, 2019; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs.

EC-433. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Administrative Office of the United
States Courts, transmitting, pursuant to
law, a report relative to applications for de-
layed-notice search warrants and extensions
during fiscal year 2017; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

EC-434. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Administrative Office of the United
States Courts, transmitting, pursuant to
law, two reports entitled ‘2018 Annual Re-
port of the Director of the Administrative
Office of the United States Courts’ and ‘‘Ju-
dicial Business of the United States Courts’’,
and their accompanying Uniform Resource
Locators (URLs); to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

EC-435. A communication from the Chief
Counsel for Regulation, Office of the Sec-
retary, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Public Information, Freedom of In-
formation Act and Privacy Act Regulations”
(RIN0605-A A45) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on February 25, 2019;
to the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation.

EC-436. A communication from the Admin-
istrator, Agricultural Marketing Service,
Department of Agriculture, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
‘“National Organic Program; Amendments to
the National List of Allowed and Prohibited
Substances (Crops, Livestock, and Han-
dling)” ((RIN0581-AD60) (Docket No. AMS-
NOP-14-0079; NOP-14-05)) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on Feb-
ruary 27, 2019; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-437. A communication from the Admin-
istrator, Agricultural Marketing Service,
Department of Agriculture, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Removal of United States Grade Stand-
ards” ((7 CFR Part 51) (Docket No. AMS-SC-
18-0081; SC-19-326)) received in the Office of
the President of the Senate on February 27,
2019; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry.

EC-438. A communication from the Admin-
istrator, Agricultural Marketing Service,
Department of Agriculture, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Raisins Produced From Grapes Grown in
California; Increased Assessment Rate’ ((7
CFR Part 989) (Docket No. AMS-SC-18-0069;
SC-18-989-1 FR)) received in the Office of the
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