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I yield the floor.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Iowa.

————
GOVERNMENT FUNDING

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President,
today I want my colleagues to listen to
some ideas that I have about tariffs,
generally, and where we are on tariffs
and where we might be on tariffs in a
couple of weeks, depending on what the
Secretary of Commerce says, because
in a few days, that Secretary is ex-
pected to provide the President a re-
port.

This report will detail his Depart-
ment’s findings in the investigation of
whether imports of automobiles and
auto parts pose a national threat to
the United States. Common sense tells
me it doesn’t. Let me repeat that be-
cause I think it is important for us to
understand whether the cars that ev-
eryday Americans rely on to get to
work, to drive their children to
schools, to visit their families—wheth-
er or not the importation of those
automobiles threatens national secu-
rity.

Now, having said that, you might
think that I disagree with the Presi-
dent—and I don’t—that we must have
fair and enforceable trade agreements
that benefit Americans. Sometimes we
have to make hard decisions in order to
get and have fair and enforceable
agreements. I do not agree that we
should alienate our allies or jeopardize
the health of our economy to achieve
the good outcomes of fair and enforce-
able agreements.

The Tax Foundation has found that a
25-percent tariff on auto imports would
amount to roughly a $73.1 billion tax
increase. According to the Center for
Automotive Research, a 25-percent tar-
iff on auto imports would also result in
the loss of 700,000 jobs and raise the
price of an average car by nearly $7,000.

Dealers would see a decline in annual
sales by as many as 2 million vehicles.
Consumers would face up to a 10-per-
cent increase in the cost of repairs and
replacement parts. In short, raising
tariffs on cars and parts would be a
huge tax on consumers who buy or
service their cars, whether those cars
are imported or domestically produced.
Make no mistake, Americans will be
paying those taxes.

Tariffs are a tax paid at the time of
import. Historically, they have been a
protectionist tool intended to prop up
domestically produced goods by mak-
ing foreign goods more expensive. Tar-
iffs are not a long-term solution, and
nobody wins with the producing of tar-
iffs.

While they may provide short-term
protection for domestic industries,
they do so at the expense of ordinary
consumers and industries increasingly
dependent on a complex global supply
chain. On the whole, I think this all
adds up to damaging the economy. For
an administration, including this Sen-
ator and most Republicans on this side
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of the aisle, who have been crowing
about the benefits of the tax bill of late
2017 and the jobs it has created and the
good it has done for workers, why
would you want to put on a $73 billion
tax increase through tariffs that would
undo a lot of good that we say and the
President says the tax bill has done.
Let me repeat it again. On a whole,
this is going to be damaging to the
economy.

A 2018 study by the International
Monetary Fund reviewed tariff changes
across 151 countries between the dec-
ades of the 1960s to 2014. The Inter-
national Monetary Fund found that
tariff increases led to less output and
less productivity, and, then, you know
what happens. There is more unem-
ployment, and when you have more un-
employment, you get greater inequal-
ity.

The recent U.S. tariff increases have
invited tariff retaliation from our trad-
ing partners. I know because Iowans
are bearing the brunt of this retalia-
tion. Imposing tariffs on auto parts
will inevitably invite more retaliation,
and we simply can’t afford more of
that.

The United States must continue to
lead the world on trade and economic
issues, as we have for at least the pe-
riod of time since World War II. We
have benefitted from one of the most
open markets in the world, and we
must continue to lead the world by
providing a good example. We have led
to a better world since World War II,
and the results have been these. Sev-
eral decades ago, 50 percent of the
world’s population was in poverty.
Today, it is less than 10 percent. Re-
cently, in two or three references I
have seen, the fact is that right now or
next year, as for major middle class
status in the various countries around
the world and in different ways around
the world, half of the world is middle
class. President Trump is right to hold
our trading partners accountable. So I
don’t find fault with him there.

We can’t take benefits we have re-
ceived from international trade for
granted. International trade has been a
tremendous benefit to farmers and
businesses in my State of Iowa and
across the country. We are better off
because we can sell our products
around the world.

Our farmers say they don’t want aid
from the Federal Treasury. They want
markets. They want to trade. You de-
velop those markets and you Kkeep
those markets. Tariffs and retaliation
send a signal to other countries that
you might not be a reliable supplier,
and they go elsewhere to create rela-
tionships that they can depend on.
America ought to be able to be de-
pended upon any place in the world
from the standpoint of trade.

When you talk about America and
Iowa exporting products, these are
some of the best products in the world.
In this vein, then, I hope the President
will heed my call to forego the auto
tariffs and instead focus on opening up
new markets.
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The U.S. auto industry is a major
driver of our economy, supporting
nearly 10 million American jobs and ac-
counting for 3 percent of the gross do-
mestic product. Without question, any
tariffs that are imposed will have a
negative effect on the U.S. auto indus-
try and our economy.

Our focus, instead, should be on
strengthening our relationships with
our allies, while targeting China’s
harmful trade practices and policies.
Tariffs on autos and auto parts will not
help us achieve these critical prior-
ities.

———

TAX POLICY

Mr. GRASSLEY. On another subject,
I would like to, as I did yesterday, re-
mind my colleagues about some of the
benefits of tax policy. This is speaking
about tax policy that I thought would
be adopted as part of the upcoming ap-
propriation bill to make sure we don’t
shut down government.

For several months now, we have
been working to extend a set of tax
provisions that expired at the end of
2017. Around here we commonly refer
to these as ‘‘tax extenders.” We have
also been working to enact bipartisan
disaster tax relief to help families and
businesses that continue to recover
from the disasters that occurred across
the country in 2018, and I thought that,
too, would be in the bill we are going
to vote on later today.

The best and most timely option to
advance these provisions is with the
government funding deal being worked
on this week, but that isn’t going to
happen. There have been press reports
stating that if the extenders aren’t
part of the funding bill, they are dead,
and I reject that conclusion.

Regardless of what happens on the
bill to keep the government open, I
will continue to fight to get the ex-
tenders enacted and to work toward a
longer term resolution. Since the
House has failed to send us a govern-
ment funding bill that includes the tax
extenders and disaster tax relief provi-
sions, look for me to introduce a bill
addressing these tax matters here in
the Senate, and I would ask my col-
leagues on the Finance Committee to
join me in that effort.

When these provisions were extended
early last year, the tax extenders had
been expired for more than a year al-
ready. Now we are back in the very
same place, with these tax incentives
now expired for more than a year,
again.

It seems to me that the right thing
to do now is to extend these provisions
for 2018 and 2019. Some people are say-
ing you ought to do it longer. Why 2
years?

First, we need to provide clarity for
taxpayers trying to file their 2018 re-
turns, which are due in just over eight
weeks. Even though the year has obvi-
ously ended, a repeated extension of
many of these provisions has led indi-
viduals and businesses to assume that
we will do so again.
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These business people relied on last
year to make business decisions. In
other words, people did what we want-
ed them to do when these provisions
were created. We shouldn’t retro-
actively punish them now for making
those decisions that we wanted them to
make.

Second, we should provide certainty
for this year to give room to take a
long-term view on all of the tax ex-
tenders. I want to stress that I want to
find a long-term resolution of these
provisions so that we can stop repeated
extensions of temporary tax policy, but
while we work on that, these extenders
are intended to be incentives, and, to
be successful, they need to be in effect
when individuals and businesses are
considering whether to make the in-
vestments required to take advantage
of these particular tax extenders.

I want to go into more detail on what
the tax extenders are. The numbers
have changed over time, but there are
now currently around 26 temporary tax
provisions that expired at the end of
2017. At one time we were dealing with
50 to 55 such tax extenders, so we have
reduced the number considerably. What
we are dealing with now include provi-
sions incentivizing alternative fuels,
electric vehicles, and the construction
of energy-efficient homes. These are
provisions that incentivize the produc-
tion of coal on Indian lands, provide an
exclusion from income of the discharge
of indebtedness on a principal resi-
dence, and provide a deduction for tui-
tion and related expenses. Within these
26 provisions there is probably some-
thing that is very important to all 100
Senators, whether you are Republican
or Democrat.

I want to focus on two of them in
particular. The first is the railroad
track maintenance credit, otherwise
known as the short line credit. This
provision provides short line railroads
a credit equal to a percentage of the
capital they invest to maintain and im-
prove their tracks.

Short line railroads are small busi-
ness railroads that are vital to keeping
rural and small town America con-
nected to the national economy. They
are a particularly important part of
our transportation system for getting
agricultural and other products to
market across the country and, hope-
fully, abroad.

For example, the Iowa Interstate
Railroad, which operates between
Council Bluffs and Chicago, connects
Iowa companies such as the Elite Oc-
tane ethanol plant in Atlantic, IA, to
the world market.

According to the American Short
Line and Regional Rail Association,
short line railroads operate more than
47,5600 miles of track and make up 29
percent of the freight rail network of
our Nation.

In a report prepared by PWC last
year, it was noted that the short line
industry directly provided more than
17,000 jobs in the United States in 2016
and supported more than 61,000 jobs
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overall. This credit has been extended
many times since it was first enacted
on a temporary basis in 2004. Legisla-
tion introduced in the last Congress
would have made the short line credit
permanent, and the bill had 56 cospon-
sors in the Senate. The bill is led by
Senators CRAPO and WYDEN and has al-
ready been reintroduced for this Con-
gress.

Another tax extender that is very im-
portant, particularly for Iowa, is the
biodiesel tax credit. Generally, this
provision provides a tax credit of $1 per
gallon for biodiesel and renewable die-
sel. This credit helps provide for a
more sustainable future by reducing
our dependency on fossil fuels and pro-
moting a renewable domestic resource.

Plans for promoting environmental
efficiency have been in the news lately,
and an extension of the biodiesel tax
credit is needed to keep more people
working at their jobs in this industry.
For example, I have learned that West-
ern Iowa Energy in Wall Lake, IA, has
reduced runtime forecasts by 60 per-
cent, consequently running at 40 per-
cent capacity. They are also putting
capital improvement projects on hold.

In Wall Lake, this reduction in
runtimes means that there are 26
trucks per day that are not operating,
and potential layoffs are on the horizon
if the tax credit is not extended as soon
as possible.

According to the National Biodiesel
Board, the U.S. biodiesel industry sup-
ports more than 60,000 jobs and gen-
erates more than 11 billion in economic
impact.

A group of renewable energy stake-
holders wrote to congressional leaders
last week. Their letter reads in part:
“Allowing these tax incentives to lapse
has created uncertainty for investors
and the industry—**

The PRESIDING OFFICER
BRAUN). Will the Senator yield?

Mr. GRASSLEY. ‘‘jeopardizing the
long-term investments necessary for
the development of these biofuels.”

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent to have printed in the RECORD let-
ters to Congress regarding tax extend-
ers from biofuel and biodiesel busi-
nesses and associations across the
United States.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

(Mr.
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FEBRUARY 5, 2019.

Hon. NANCY PELOSI,

Speaker of the House,

Washington, DC.

Hon. MITCH MCCONNELL,

Senate Majority Leader,

Washington, DC.

Hon. RICHARD NEAL,

Chairman, House Committee on Ways & Means,
Washington, DC.

Hon. CHARLES GRASSLEY,

Chairman, Senate Finance Committee,

Washington, DC.

Hon. KEVIN MCCARTHY,

House Republican Leader,

Washington, DC.

Hon. CHARLES SCHUMER,

Senate Democratic Leader,

Washington, DC.

Hon. KEVIN BRADY,

Ranking Member, House Committee on Ways &
Means, Washington, DC.

Hon. RON WYDEN,

Ranking Member, Senate Finance Committee,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SPEAKER PELOSI, REPUBLICAN LEADER
MCCARTHY, MAJORITY LEADER MCCONNELL,
DEMOCRATIC LEADER SCHUMER, CHAIRMAN
NEAL, RANKING MEMBER MCCARTHY, CHAIR-
MAN GRASSLEY, AND RANKING MEMBER
WYDEN: As you continue your negotiations
on the final Continuing Resolution Fiscal
Year 2019, the advanced and cellulosic
biofuels industry urges you to extend a suite
of critical advanced biofuels tax incentives—
the Second Generation Biofuel Producer Tax
Credit, the Special Depreciation Allowance
for Second Generation Biofuel Plant Prop-
erty, the Biodiesel and Renewable Diesel
Fuels Credit, and the Alternative Fuel Vehi-
cle Refueling Property.

These tax extenders expired at the end of
2017 after having been extended retroactively
in the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018. Allow-
ing these tax incentives to lapse has created
uncertainty for investors and the industry
about the availability of these credits; jeop-
ardizing the long-term investments nec-
essary for the development of these biofuels.
Availability of these credits are critical as
our companies make significant investments
to create new agricultural supply chains,
build infrastructure for liquid biofuels, and
develop innovative new technologies. These
credits have enabled our industry to create
new jobs, contribute to rural prosperity, and
diversify our nation’s energy supply. How-
ever, the continued delays in extending these
credits puts these investments and benefits
at risk.

In the interest of job creation, infrastruc-
ture development, innovation, and energy se-
curity, we respectfully ask Congress to im-
mediately pass a seamless multi-year exten-
sion, which includes 2018 retroactively, to
ensure companies will be able to account for
these credits in this year’s tax filings.

We look forward to working with you to
achieve this important goal.
Sincerely,

ADVANCED BIOFUELS
BUSINESS COUNCIL,

ALGAE BIOMASS
ORGANIZATION,

BIOTECHNOLOGY
INNOVATION
ORGANIZATION,

GROWTH ENERGY,

NATIONAL BIODIESEL
BOARD,

RENEWABLE FUELS
ASSOCIATION.
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FEBRUARY 5, 2019.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.
Hon. KEVIN MCCARTHY,
Republican Leader, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.
Hon. Richard Neal,
Chairman, House Committee on Ways and

Means, Washington, DC.

Hon. MITCH MCCONNELL,

Majority Leader, U.S. Senate,
Washington, DC.

Hon. CHUCK SCHUMER,

Minority Leader, U.S. Senate,
Washington, DC.

Hon. CHUCK GRASSLEY,

Chairman, Senate Committee on Finance,
Washington, DC.

DEAR LEADER MCCONNELL, SPEAKER
PELOSI, LEADER SCHUMER AND LEADER
MCCARTHY, AND CHAIRMEN GRASSLEY AND
NEAL: On behalf of the entire biodiesel sup-
ply chain—including biodiesel producers,
feedstock providers, blenders, fuel marketers
and consumers—we urge you to maintain
and extend the biodiesel blenders’ tax credit
as soon as possible. In light of Congress’s
past practice of retroactively extending the
tax credit after it lapses, our industry has
been compelled since January 1, 2018 to oper-
ate on the assumption that the credit would
be extended, effectively pricing the credit’s
value into our costs of doing business. It is
essential that the businesses that have
priced product artificially low are made
whole. In addition, we urge Congress to ex-
tend the credit prospectively, thereby aug-
menting consumer benefits and encouraging
additional investment in clean-burning
biofuels.

The blenders’ credit has worked success-
fully to build a robust biodiesel and renew-
able diesel industry in the United States. As
a result, the U.S. biodiesel and renewable
diesel market has grown from roughly 100
million gallons in 2005 to nearly 2.6 billion
gallons in 2017. The tax credit is an impor-
tant demand stimulus, which improves plant
efficiencies, encourages investment in U.S.
distribution infrastructure, and supports
high-paying jobs throughout the country, all
while incentivizing consumption of fuels
that significantly reduce greenhouse gas
emissions. The biodiesel tax credit lowers
the price that truck drivers pay for fuel, and
lowers the price that heating oil customers
pay to heat their homes.

Extending the biodiesel blenders credit
will allow us to continue to provide these
economic and environmental benefits.

Unfortunately, the uncertainty caused by
the ‘‘on-again, off-again’” tempo of legisla-
tive extensions, including the Bipartisan
Budget Act of 2018 which retroactively ex-
tended the biodiesel tax incentives through
the end of 2017, has somewhat frustrated our
sector’s ability to anticipate the availability
of the incentives and make the necessary in-
vestments. This severely disrupts access to
capital, as well as the ability to hire and ex-
pand.

Since the credit’s inception, the market re-
sponded as Congress intended. The under-
signed trade associations are united in urg-
ing Congress to act on a multiyear extension
of this successful program and provide our
industry long-term certainty as expedi-
tiously as possible.

Sincerely,

Advanced Biofuels Association, Amer-
ican Farm Bureau Federation, Amer-
ican Trucking Associations, National
Association of Convenience Stores, Na-
tional Biodiesel Board, National Ren-
derers Association, NATSO, Rep-
resenting America’s Travel Centers and
Truckstops, New England Fuels Insti-
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tute, Petroleum Marketers Association
of America, Society of Independent
Gasoline Marketers of America.
FEBRUARY 11, 2019.
Hon. CHARLES GRASSLEY,
Chairman, Committee on Finance,
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.
Hon. RICHARD NEAL,
Chairman, Committee on Ways & Means, House
of Representatives, Washington, DC.
Hon. RON WYDEN,
Ranking Member, Committee on Finance,
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.
Hon. KEVIN BRADY,
Ranking Member, Committee on Ways & Means,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMEN GRASSLEY AND NEAL, AND
RANKING MEMBERS WYDEN AND BRADY: The
undersigned organizations represent users,
retailers, customers, fleet managers, utili-
ties, and producers of clean alternative
transportation fuels.

We ask your support for including a rein-
statement of the $0.50/gallon alternative
fuels tax credit (AFTC) (26 USC 6426(d) and
6427(e)) in a fiscal year 2019 government
spending package. The AFTC is a credit of
$0.50 per gasoline gallon equivalent (GGE) of
certain transportation fuels, including nat-
ural gas, liquefied petroleum gas, P Series
Fuels, liquefied hydrogen and others. Ex-
tending the AFTC retroactively for 2018 and
prospectively for 2019 will allow businesses
and customers to continue to deploy cleaner
alternative fuel technologies. A full five-year
extension of the AFTC would provide busi-
ness certainty along with a significant con-
tribution to our nation’s economic growth.
Unfortunately, the credit has currently
lapsed as of December 31, 2017 and many
fleets, businesses, and manufacturers are un-
able to plan future investments as they man-
age current uncertainty. Immediately rein-
stating the AFTC for 2018 and 2019 is nec-
essary to encouraging further deployment of
new, clean transportation technology.

Extending the AFTC will bring significant
environmental benefits, improved air qual-
ity, and enhance our energy independence by
lowering our dependence on foreign oil. Re-
newal of the AFTC also promotes increased
private-sector investment in infrastructure
and equipment, which leads to more jobs and
economic output.

Thank you for your continued support for
the AFTC and for the use of cleaner-burning
alternative transportation fuels. We appre-
ciate your consideration of this request.

Sincerely,

NGVAmerica; National Propane Gas Asso-
ciation; American Public Gas Association;
Hydrogen Fuel Cell and Energy Association;
American Natural Gas; Clean Energy Fuels
Corp.; Schwan’s Company; Trillium; United
Parcel Service; VIA Metropolitan Transit
Authority; Waste Management; 1975; 1st
Class Real Estate; 21st Century Coop; 3G
CNG Corporation; 4th Generation Home
Builders, LLC; A&B Propane; A-1 Propane &
Services, Inc.; ACE Solid Waste.

Ace-Robbins, Inc.; Acme Propane Gas; Ad-
vanced Propane, Inc.; Advantage Propane;
Aero Propane Gas, Inc.; Agility Fuel Solu-
tions; AGL Welding Supply Co. Inc.;
AgVantage FS; AgWest Commodities LLC;
Air & Gas Technologies, Inc.; Airpark; Ala-
bama Propane Gas Association; Alameda
County Industries; Algas Inc.; Allaround
Propane Inc.; Allgas Inc. of Montgomery; Al-
lied Propane Service; Ameresco; American
Biogas Council; American Fueling.

American Natural Gas; American Public
Gas Association; AmeriGas; AmeriGas Pro-
pane; Amp Americas; Anderson BlueBird Bus
Sales of NE; AnywherEnergy L3C; Apadana
Inc.; Apex Gas and Appliance Co.; Apex
Trucking Inc.; Applebee Oil & Propane; Ap-
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plied LNG; Aria Energy; Armory Advisors;
Arrick’s Bottle Gas INC; Arrick’s Propane;
ARRO Autogas; Arrow Disposal Service; Ar-
rowhead LP Gas; Associated Development.

Athens Services; Atlantic City Jitney As-
sociation; Atlas Disposal; Atlas Disposal of
Utah; Atlas Road Clean Fuels, LLC; ATZ,
Inc. dba Doug Fox Parking; Automatic Gas
Co.; Auxier Gas, Inc.; Aviation CNG; AVSG
LP; Bair Propane LLC; Bakers Propane; Bar-
rett Propane; BayRunner Shuttle; Beaudry
0Oil & Propane; Bergquist, Inc.; Berico Fuels;
Black Hills Energy; Blackburn Propane
Service, Inc.; Blackhawk Propane.

Blossman Gas and Alliance Autogas;
Blossman Gas, Inc.; Blue Bird Bus Sales of
Pittsburgh, Inc.; Blue Diamond Disposal,
Inc.; Blue Energy Group; Blue Line Transfer,
Inc.; Blue Springs School District; Blue Star
Gas; Blue Star Gas SLC Co.; Bluhms Gas
Sales; Boehlke Bottled Gas Corp.; Bolinger’s
Propane Service; Bosselman Energy;
Boulden Brothers Propane; Boyertown 0Oil &
Propane; Boye’s Gas Service, Inc.; Brooks
Gas Co., Inc.; Buatane & Propane Gas Co.;
Budget Meter; Building Products Plus LLC.

Burke County BOE Transportation; Buster
Brown Propane; Butane Propane News
(BPN); C. Blackburn Inc.; C.A.T. Inc.; C3H8
Consulting LLC; Caglia Diversified Manage-
ment; Caglia Environmental; Calif Renew-
able Power; Callahan’s Gas Inc.; CalMet
Services; CalPortland Company; Cans Unlim-
ited (CUI); Cardinal Bus Sales & Service,
Inc.; Carlson Home & Auto; Carolina Whole-
sale Gas Company Inc.; Carson Gas Com-
pany; Catalina Composites; Cavagna North
America; Cedar Avenue Recycling & Transfer
Station.

Cedarburg Police Department; Centennial
SD; CenterPoint Energy; Central Butane Gas
Co.; Central Energy Co LLC; Central Gas
Service; Central Jersey Propane, Inc.; Cen-
tral Montana Propane; Central Oklahoma
Transportation and Parking Authority; Cen-
tral States Bus Sales, Inc.; Certified Con-
tracting; Champagne’s Energy, Inc.; Cherry
Energy; Chesapeake Utilities; Chilton Oil
Company; Chilton Propane Gas Company;
CHS Brandon; CHS Devils Lake; CHS Her-
man; CHS Inc.

CHS Rochester; Citizen; City of Albu-
querque, NM; City of Beverly Hills; City of
Columbia, MO; City of Commerce; City of
Edmonds; City of Montebello City of Port
Washington Police Department; City of
Redmond, Washington; Clean Communities
of CNY; Clean Energy Fuels Corp.; Clean
Fuels Consulting; Clearwater Gas System,
FL; Cleburne Propane, LLC; CNG Center;
CNG Services of Arizona; CNG Source, Inc.;
CNG-One, LLC; CoEnergy Propane.

Cokesbury Transportation; Colorado &
New Mexico Propane Gas Associations;
Comfurt Gas, Inc.; Community Transpor-
tation Association of America; Consolidated
Gas; Consolidated Utilities Corp.; Consulting
Solutions, LLC; Consumer Oil & Propane,
Inc.; Contract Transport Services LLC.;
Coombs Gas, Inc.; Core-Mark; Core-Mark
Carolina; Core-Mark International Tampa
Division; Core-Mark International, Inc.

Cornerstone Environmental Group—A
Tetra Tech Company; Corporate Green, LLC;
Council Rock School District; Country Pro-
pane Inc.; Coyne 0Oil & Propane; CR&R Incor-
porated; CS Gas Inc.; Cultural Care Au Pair;
Cummins Westport Inc.; Cycle World; Cyl-
inder Exchange Service LLC; D and D Gas;
D. Fox Consulting; D.F. Richard Energy; Da-
vidson-Macri Sweeping, Inc.; D-B Cartage,
Inc.; DCC Propane, LLC.

Dead River Company; Defter Bros. Heating
Cooling Energy; DeKalb County Fleet Man-
agement; Delco Foods; Delta Liquid Energy;
Delta Liquid Energy/ARRO Autogas; DFI
Transport LLC; Dick’s Sanitation Service,
Inc.; Dillon Logistics, Inc.; Dixie Gas & Oil
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Corp.; Dixie Land Energy; Dominion Energy;
Doonan Truck & Equipment of Wichita, Inc;
E. G. Smith Inc.; E.J. Harrison & Sons, Inc.;
Early Dawn Refreshment Services, Inc.;
Eastern Propane Inc; ECI; Eco Friendly LLC;
Edco Disposal Corporation; EDGE Gathering
Virtual Pipelines 2, LLC; EDL.

Edmonston & Associates; Edward Zengel
and Son Express Inc.; Ehrhart Energy; EIV
Capital, LLC; Electric Motor Shop, Inc.; Em-
erald Alternative Energy Solutions, Inc.;
Enerdyne; Energy Distribution Partners; En-
ergy Technology Training; Energy Vision;
Energy’s USA Inc.; EnergyUnited Propane,
LLC; Enviro Express Inc; Estes Express
Lines; Evergreen FS Inc.; EVO CNG; EVO
Transportation and Energy; Services, Inc.

Expo Propane/Sal’s Propane/Energy Dis-
tribution Partners; Express Mondor; Farm-
ers Co-op Oil; Farmers Cooperative Assn;
Farmers Union Oil; FCA Transport LLC.;
Federal Signal.

Felker Truck and Equipment Inc.; Fend Oil
& LP Co., Inc.; Filter Supply; First Alt. Fuel,
Inc.; First Coop Association; Fisk Tank Car-
rier; Flinthills Environmental, LLC; Florida
Propane Gas Association; Florida Public
Utilties; Florida Transportation Systems,
Inc.; Foothill Transit; France Propane Serv-
ice, Inc.; Franger Gas Co, Inc.

Frank Lamparelli Oil Co., Inc.; Fred Garri-
son Oil Company; Freedom CNG; Freedom
Fuel Equipment, LLC; Freeway Propane;
Fresno Chamber of Commerce; Fuel Cell and
Hydrogen Energy; Association; Gala Gas Co.,
Inc.; Garrow Propane; Gateway FS; G-En-

ergy, LLC; Georgia Gas Distributors, Inc;
Gibson’s Heating & Plumbing Inc.;
Gladstein, Neandross & Associates; Gold

Coast Transit District; Golden Empire Tran-
sit District; Granite Propane Inc; Great
River CNG, LLC; Greens Propane Gas Co.
Inc; Greentree Consulting LLC.

Greenwood RRST, LLC; Growmark, Inc.;
GS Hydraulic Hose Corp; G’s Logistics, Inc.;
Guard Construction and Contracting; Cor-
poration; Guntown LP Gas Company; GW
Ehrhart Inc; H&M Gas Co.; H&S Bakery Inc.;
Hall Oil and Propane, Inc.; Hamilton Utili-
ties; Harris Feeding Company; Heetco Inc.;
Hempfield School District; Henry County
Schools Transportation; Heritage Propane;
Hexagon; High Plains Cooperative; Hisway
Partners Inc. DBA.

Hometown Comfort; Hocon Gas, Inc.; Hol-
land Bus Company; Homewood Disposal
Service, Inc.; Honeyville Propane Inc.; Hoo-
ver Truck & Bus Centers; Houston Distrib-
uting Company; Hudson Fire Protection Dis-
trict; Hunt Propane, Inc.; ICOM North Amer-
ica; IGS CNG  Services; Illini FS;
I.dependence Fuel Systems, LLC; Inde-
pendent Propane Co; InduMar Products, Inc.;
Indy Propane LLC; Innovative Ag Service.

Iowa Propane Gas Association; J&J Com-
pression, LLC; J. Rayl Transport, Inc.; J.S.
West Propane; Jack’s Butane Service;
Jaycox Construction CNG; JaySan Gas Serv-
ice, Inc.; JBI; JEB Lease Service Inc.; JG En-
ergy Solutions; JM Reynolds 0Oil Co., Inc.;
Johnson Oil; JR Leonard Construction Co;
KALM Transport; Kamps Propane; Kansas
City Area Transportation Authority; KB
Johnson Oil & Gas Co.; Kentuckiana
Cleanfuel, LLC.

Kentucky Propane Gas Association; KI
BOIS Area Transit System; Kinetrex Energy;
Klemm Tank Lines; Knight Waste Services
Ltd; Koppy’s Propane, Inc.; L H Dickens &
Son Inc.; L&L Enterprises of Waupaca, Inc.;
L.G. Jordan Oil Co., Inc.; LA Gas Autogas
station; LaFerry’s LP Gas Co. Inc.; Lamers
Bus Lines, Inc.; Lampton Love Inc.; Landi
Renzo USA; Landmark Services Cooperative;
Leaf River Ag Service; Lee’s Propane Serv-
ice, Inc.; Lee’s Summit RVII Schools; Level
Lifestyle; Liberal CNG Coop; Liberty Pro-
pane.
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Lincoln Liquefied Gas Company; Lindens
Propane; Livermore Sanitation Inc.; Locks
Mill Propane; Long’s Propane Gas LLC; Lou-
isiana Clean Fuels; Louisiana Propane Gas
Association; LP Gas Insurance Specialists of
America; LPG & NH3 Supply, Inc.; M & B
Products, Inc.; M&M Cartage Co Inc.; M. A.
Brightbill Body Works, Inc.; MacAllister

Transporation; Maschmeier fuels; Mascott
Equipment Co; Mbg enterprises; McAbee
Trucking, Inc.

McCraw Oil Company, Inc.; McMahan’s

Bottle Gas; McNeill Oil and Propane Inc;
Medstar transportation; MFA Oil Company;
Michigan Propane Gas Association; Mid
States Propane; Mid Valley Disposal; Mid-
west Energy Solutions, Inc.; Midwest Roof-
ing & Construction LLC; Mississippi Propane
Gas Associations; MN Propane Association;
Modern Disposal Services Inc.; Modern Gas
Company; Modern Welding Company; Mo-
mentum Fuel Technologies; MOR-GAS, INC;
Morongo Basin Transit Authority; Morrissey
Consulting, LLC.

Morrow  Renewables; Mountain Gas;
Moyers Gas Service, Inc.; Mt. Diablo Re-
source Recovery; MTankCo; MTC Transpor-
tation; Municipal Gas Authority of Georgia;
Muskogee County Public Transit Authority;
Mutual Liquid Gas & Equipment Co., Inc.;
MVP Airport Parking; Napa County Recy-
cling & Waste Services, LLC; NASA Services
Inc; Nat G CNG Solutions; National Propane
Gas Association; National Waste & Recy-
cling Association; Natural Gas Supply LLC;
NC Propane Gas Assoc.

Neill Gas Inc.; Nel Hydrogen; Nevada Pro-
pane Dealers Association; New Century
Farm Service; New Frontier Holdings, LLC;
New Jersey Natural Gas; Newport News Pub-
lic Schools; Newport West LLC; Nexceris;
NGV Solutions; NGVAmerica; NICE Bus;
NiteHawk Sweepers; NJ Propane Gas Asso-
ciation; Normandy Distributing DBA; AAA
Advanced Chem-Dry; North Central Bus and
Equipment; North County Transit District.

North Kansas City #74 School District;
North Kansas City Schools; North Star En-
ergy LLC; Northern Recycling and Waste
Services; Northern Resources Cooperative;
Northwest Propane Gas Company; Northwest
Transport, Inc.; NOVUS Wood Group;
Nutrien Ag Solutions; NW Alliance for Clean
Transportation; NW Natural; O’Connor Bus
Sales; Ogden Polar; Ohio Fuel Cell Coalition;
Ohio Propane Gas Association; Oklahoma
Liquefied Gas, Inc.; Oklahoma Propane Gas
Association; OKklahoma State University
and; Stillwater Community Transit; OKkla-
homa Transit Association.

0ld Dominion Freight Line, Inc.; OLG Pro-
pane; OMetro, Inc.; Omnitek Engineering
Corporation; Omnitrans; Onboard Dynamics;
OnCue; O’Nealgas, Inc.; Orange Avenue Dis-
posal, Inc.; Owens Energy; Pacific Coast Pro-
pane; Paladin Propane Partners, LLC; Palm
Springs Disposal Services; Palmer Gas & 0Oil;
Palmetto Gas Corp.; Palmetto Propane; Pal-
metto Propane, Fuels & Ice; Paraco Gas Cor-
poration & Subsidiaries; Parden LP Gas &
service Co., Inc.; Pariso Logistics Inc.;
Parker Gas Co., Inc.; Paso Robles Country
Disposal, Inc; Paso Robles Roll Off; Paso
Robles Waste & Recycle; Payne 0Oil Com-
pany; Pecos Propane, Inc.

PELGAS; Penn Valley Gas; Pennsylvania
Propane Gas Association; PepsiCo; Phelps
Sungas, Inc.; Philadelphia Gas Works; Phil-
lips Energy; Phoenix Energy Corp; Piece of
Mind, LLC; Polk-Burnett Propane; Portage
Area Regional Transportation; Authority;
Porter Gas Service Inc.; Postal Fleet Serv-
ices; Prairieland F'S, Inc.

Premier Cooperative; Prescott Transit and
Executive; Transportation; Presto Tap, LLC;
Pro Image Communicarions; Professional
Propane Services; ProGas Inc.; Progressive
Power, LLC; Propane Autogas LLC; Propane
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Education and Research Council Member;
Propane Gas Association of New England;
Propane Marketers Association of Kansas;
Propane People Inc.; PS Logistics FL; PT
Risk Management Insurance Services L’;
Quantum Fuel Systems LLC; R.D. White and
Sons; R.E. Michel Co; Rand Wade OilCo; Ray
Murray Inc; RCLegacy Holdings LLC.

Recology CleanScapes; Red Baker Propane
Inc.; Reddaway; Redigas Inc.; Redmark Cng
Services L.L.C.; ReFuel Energy Partners;
Regional Transportation Commission of
Southern Nevada; Rego Products; Renergy,
Inc.; Renzenberger, Inc; Republic Services,
Inc.; Rhoads Energy; Riverside Transit Agen-
cy; RNGA Energy Group; Robert H. Hoover &
Sons Inc.; ROUSH; ROUSH CleanTech; Ruan
Transportation Management Systems; Rush
Enterprises; Rutherford Equipment.

Safety, Training, and More LLC; Salem
Area Mass Transit District; Salmon River
Propane; San Diego Metropolitan Transit
System; Sapp Bros Inc.; SchagrinGAS;
School Lines, Inc.; Schwan’s Company; Se-
lect Milk Producers, Inc.; Self Heating &
Cooling, Inc.; Sentara; Sequoia Gas Com-
pany; Sharp Energy; Shaw Propane LLC;
Sheehy Mail Contractors Inc.; Shifflett Safe-
ty and Support; Shuttle Park Two Inc.; Sim-
ple-Fill, Inc.; Slate Spring LP Gas Co., Inc.;
South Central FS.

South Central Oil and Propane; South
Florida Gas Co.; South Jersey Industries;
South San Francisco Scavenger Co Inc.;
South West Transit Association; Southwest
Transportation Agency; Southwestern En-
ergy Company; Sparq Natural Gas, LLC; Spe-
cialized Biogas Services; SporTran; Stan-
fords Propane Autogas Service Center; Stan-
fords Propane Gas Conversion Center; Stan-
fords Propane Gas Appliance Center; Stan-
ford’s Propane Gas LLC; Stark Area Re-
gional Transit Authority; Stirk Compressed
Natural Gas; Stuck Enterprises, Inc; Subur-
ban Disposal Corp.; Sullivan Propane; Sum-
ter County Board of Education.

Superior Energy Systems; Superior Gas
Inc., Notasulga; Superior Gas, Inc.; Superior
Plus; Superior Propane Incorporated; Supe-
rior Ready Mix; Supervaluw/UNFI; Tankfarm
LLC; Tarantin Industries; Taylor Gas Com-
pany, Inc.; Tech Air dba Scully Propane
Service; Tech Air Mid-Atlantic; Ted Johnson
Propane Co.; Tennessee Propane Gas Asso-
ciation; Tesei Petroleum, Inc.; Texas Natural
Gas Vehicle Alliance; Texas Propane Gas As-
sociation; The American Trucking Associa-
tions; The Coalition for Renewable Natural
Gas (RNG Coalition); The Rural Gas Com-
pany.

ThompsonGas, LLC; Thornton’s Gas Serv-
ice; Three Rivers FS Company; Thunder
Ridge Transport Inc.; Time Transport, Inc.;
TN GAS, LLC; Tops Markets; Torrance Tran-
sit System; Town of Berthoud; Transfuels
LLC and Capital Fuels, LLC; Transportation
Energy Partners; Tri-Gas Company; Tril-
lium; TruStar Energy; Tucker Properties;
U.S. Gain; UBCR LLC; United Parcel Serv-

ice; United Propane Autogas Solutions
Group; United Rail Partners, Ltd.
United Truck Body Co, Inc.; Unitrans

(ASUCD/City of Davis); USA Hauling & Re-
cycling; USBiogas; USF Holland LLC.; Van
Unen Miersma Propane; Vegas Propane Inc.;
Veriha Trucking, Inc.; VIA Metropolitan
Transit Authority; Viafield; VT Accounting
Associates, LLP; Walters Gas Service, Inc.;
Warco Inc.; Warco Transportation; Ware Dis-
posal Inc.; Waste Connections Lone Star;
Waste Connections of California Inc.dba
Greenteam of San Jose; Waste Connections,
Inc.; Waste Industries.

Waste Management; Waste Pro; Waste Pro
of Florida; Waste Pro of Georgia; Waste Pro
USA; Waste Pro USA, Waste Pro of Florida;
Waukon Feed Ranch Inc.; WCA Waste Cor-
poration; Webbtown Propane Company; Web-
ster & Garner Inc.; Wells Propane Inc. dba:
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Baygas Propane; Wessels Oil Co. Inc.; West
Propane; West Virginia Propane Gas Asso-
ciation; Western Natural Gas Co.; Western
Propane Gas Association; Western Propane
Services, Inc.; Westhoff, Cone & Holmstedt;
WGL; Whidbey Seatac Shuttle; White River
Distributors.

Williams Energy Group; Wilson Oil & Pro-
pane; WIN Propane; Winnebago County Sher-
iff’s Office; Wisconsin Bus Sales;
Wittenberger Bus Service; WJDAYTECH
Inc.; WoodFuel.com LP; Woodruff Energy;
Worthington Industries; X3CNG; XPO Sales
INC.; Yavapai Bottle Gas; YRC Worldwide;
Zebulon Innovations.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I
hope the next time I have a chance to
have the floor, I will not be inter-
rupted.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized.

Mr. McCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
just had an opportunity to speak to
President Trump, and I will state to all
of my colleagues, he is prepared to sign
the bill.

He will also be issuing a national
emergency declaration at the same
time, and I indicated to him that I am
going to support the national emer-
gency declaration.

So for all of my colleagues, the Presi-
dent will sign the bill we will be voting
on shortly.

——————

MAKING FURTHER CONTINUING
APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE DE-
PARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECU-
RITY FOR FISCAL YEAR 2019—
CONFERENCE REPORT

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Chair
lay before the Senate the conference
report to accompany H.J. Res. 31.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the joint resolution
by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

The committee of conference on the dis-
agreeing votes of the two Houses on the
amendment of the Senate to the joint resolu-
tion (H.J. Res. 31), having met, have agreed
that the House recede from its disagreement
to the amendment of the Senate and agree to
the same with an amendment and the Senate
agree to the same, signed by a majority of
the conferees on the part of both Houses.

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to
consider the conference report.

(The conference report is printed in
the House proceedings of the RECORD of
February 13, 2019.)

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
send a cloture motion to the desk for
the conference report.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the con-
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ference report to accompany H.J. Res. 31,
making further continuing appropriations
for the Department of Homeland Security for
fiscal year 2019, and for other purposes.
Richard C. Shelby, Shelley Moore Capito,
John Cornyn, John Boozman, John
Thune, Johnny Isakson, Lindsey Gra-
ham, Mike Crapo, Thom Tillis, Kevin
Cramer, John Hoeven, Roger F.
Wicker, Steve Daines, James E. Risch,
Jerry Moran, Mike Rounds, Mitch
McConnell.
UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREEMENT

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that mnotwithstanding rule
XXII, the cloture vote on the con-
ference report to accompany H.J. Res.
31 occur at 3:30 p.m. today; further,
that if cloture is invoked, all
postcloture time be yielded back and
the Senate vote on the adoption of the
conference report.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Vermont.

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, as some-
one who has been here for some period
of time, I was glad to see Republicans
and Democrats, both in the House and
the Senate, come together in the past
few weeks, especially this week.

We ignored the distractions and
tweetstorms coming from the White
House. We reached an agreement to
fund our government and make respon-
sible investments for the American
people.

Not one of us—none of the final four
who did the negotiations, sitting in
that room, felt that this was an agree-
ment that any one of us would have in-
dividually written.

There are things in this bill that I
support and things I disagree with, but
that could be said by all four of us, Re-
publicans and Democrats. You try to
find as much common ground as you
can. Everybody had to give something,
but we ended up with a bipartisan com-
promise. We had to deal with facts that
are based on reality, not rhetoric based
on political fantasy.

Democrats have always supported
border security, but we support smart
border security, targeted strategies
that address the real problems facing
us at our southwest border. That is
what we tried to accomplish here. We
stood together. We rejected the toxic
and hate-filled immigration tweets
coming from the other end of Pennsyl-
vania Avenue.

The agreement does not fund Presi-
dent Trump’s wasteful wall. After all,
he gave his solemn promise to the
American public that Mexico would
pay for it, so let them work on that. It
does not fund President Trump’s re-
quested deportation force, and it re-
jects the unjustified and dramatic in-
crease in the detention bed levels the
President would have used to enforce
his extreme immigration policy.

But just as important as what this
agreement rejects is what we were able
to accomplish.

We invested hundreds of millions of
dollars in new technology to stop the
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flow of illegal drugs through our ports
of entry. All Republicans and all Demo-
crats supported that. We provide funds
to hire more judges to address the im-
migration backlog in our country. We
provide more than half a billion dollars
to support Central American countries,
addressing the root causes of undocu-
mented migration. We included $400
million to improve medical care and
address the humanitarian concerns at
the border. Every one of us has seen
enough of what is going on there; we
are trying to show that America—the
greatest Nation on Earth, also the
wealthiest and the most humani-
tarian—will address it.

This is what a compromise looks
like. This is how the American people
expect our government to function—
not by tweets but by reasonable, re-
ality-based compromise.

Unfortunately, often lost in this de-
bate over border security were the
more than 800,000 public servants and
their families who were held hostage
by the Trump shutdown for weeks.
They once again lived in fear and un-
certainty that their next paycheck
may not come because the President
chose to use them as hostages. This
agreement ensures that these public
servants remain on the job doing the
important work of the American people
through the end of the fiscal year, and
also all those who are not on a govern-
ment payroll but support all our dif-
ferent Agencies that were involved in
this. They weren’t paid either.

This agreement funds nine Federal
Departments. Keep in mind—it is not
just the borders; it is nine Federal De-
partments and their related Agencies. I
will give a couple of examples. It in-
creases funding for the Environmental
Protection Agency. It supports our na-
tional parks. It rejects the anti-science
know-nothingism of the administration
by supporting research and our dedi-
cated scientists.

This is extremely important to me
because Senator CRAPO and I wrote the
last Violence Against Women author-
ization. We wrote the expansion of that
law. Our bill today provides the highest
funding level ever for the Office on Vio-
lence Against Women to support pro-
grams that prevent domestic violence.
It also provides more than half a bil-
lion dollars to combat the opioid crisis.
In my earlier career, I saw too many
deaths because of the violence against
women. I saw too many deaths of
young people from drug overdoses, and
the numbers have only dramatically
increased from the days when I was a
prosecutor. Supporting the Violence
Against Women Act brought Repub-
licans and Democrats together.

The agreement invests in rural
America, secures our interests abroad,
rebuilds our highways, and supports
public housing.

This week, four of us met—{first in
Chairman SHELBY’S Appropriations
Committee office and then later into
the evening several times in my office
here in the Capitol. Senator SHELBY,
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