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laughing at their breakfast tables. One 
day it came out that Mr. Sabonis and I 
were strolling along the waterfront in 
Portland. I am 6 feet 4 inches—not as 
tall as Senator COTTON, but 6 feet 4 
inches—and I was standing next to Mr. 
Sabonis, who was as tall as a typical 
building. I mean, we thought he might 
have been 7 feet 5 inches, which was 
much taller than was listed. 

It was a wonderful experience for me, 
and it was a chance to see what Larry 
Weinberg was all about. He always told 
me: It is a chance for you to learn a lit-
tle bit more about the world, RON, a 
chance for you to go to the Soviet 
Union—it was the Soviet Union at that 
time—and see the connection between 
reforms and what Ronald Reagan and 
Gorbachev were trying to do and the 
role of sports in terms of bringing peo-
ple together. 

I was so honored that Larry Weinberg 
would give me a window into that kind 
of opportunity and allow me, in a real-
ly small way, as a young Congressman 
to be part of what his life was always 
about, which is building bridges. 

So I am going to close this way. I 
think some of my colleagues are going 
to speak about Larry as well. When the 
Jewish people really want to com-
pliment somebody and say somebody is 
really special and has exceptional char-
acter, what we say is that person is a 
mensch. What I am here to tell the 
Senate today is my friend Larry 
Weinberg, whom we lost just a few days 
ago, was really a super mensch, a true 
mensch, a person of enormous integ-
rity, decent at his core. I just want to 
say that Larry and his wife Barbi were 
the essence of Rip City pride. He was a 
soft spoken guy, but he was Portland’s 
loudest fan. 

Tonight, I want to say to his family 
and friends—all, seemingly, 100 million 
of them—that we are always going to 
remember Larry Weinberg with great 
fun and appreciation for his enormous 
contributions to our city and for all 
that he did during his lifetime to be in 
that bridge building business, for work-
ing to perfect the world—tikkun 
olam—a wonderful, wonderful man. 

Our Larry Weinberg we Oregonians 
will always remember in our hearts. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will the call roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

GOVERNMENT FUNDING 
Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, in a few 

moments I am going to yield the floor 
to Senator KAINE to make a unanimous 
consent request that has been cleared 
by both sides, and I am very pleased 
about that. This is in regard to S. 24, 
legislation that I have filed with sev-
eral of my colleagues. 

I particularly thank Senator KAINE, 
but I also want to thank my colleagues 

Senator VAN HOLLEN and Senator 
MARK WARNER for their work, as well 
as Senator COLLINS and others in this 
body who cosponsored that legislation. 
It is legislation very similar to what 
we passed in the last hours of the 115th 
Congress by unanimous consent. It 
does what I think all of us have said we 
want to make sure is done; that is, 
when we reopen government, those who 
have been working without pay and 
those who are on furlough without pay 
will get their backpay. I think that is 
at least some assurance to our govern-
ment workforce that when we finally 
reopen government, they know they 
will be getting their paychecks. I think 
it is a very important point to give 
them at least that comfort. 

I don’t want to minimize the risk fac-
tors that we have for the 800,000 Fed-
eral workers who are not getting their 
paychecks. Just today, I found a letter 
from a constituent. I am going to read 
it very briefly. 

‘‘Dear Senator CARDIN, As an Air 
Traffic Controller and Maryland con-
stituent, I want you to know how the 
partial government shutdown is affect-
ing me and my family. Today, I re-
ceived my Earnings and Leave state-
ment from the Department of Trans-
portation, indicating I received $0 for 
my last 2 weeks of working at the 
FAA-Washington Enroute Air Traffic 
Control Center in Leesburg, VA. I have 
proudly gone to work for this job that 
I love, and always maintain the highest 
level of safety. My husband Brad is also 
a controller with me at Washington 
Center, and his Earnings and Leave 
Statement was for $1.34. We cannot 
sustain our financial obligations on a 
total of $1.34 for our last two weeks of 
work! We recently were able to build a 
new house to try to start a family, and 
we still have increased financial obli-
gations because of that and all that en-
tails. In addition, my family, my 
brother and father, has minimal in-
come now, and we are supporting them. 
My father is 69 years old and currently 
has an enlarged hernia that requires an 
operation, he has no health insurance, 
and no income. He lives in NH, and is 
on even more medication now. The side 
effects are greatly affecting him. He 
needs my help, and I don’t have the re-
sources now to help him. He is suf-
fering so much, and I love him greatly. 
My brother recently had to weather a 
separation from his wife, and has been 
unable to find affordable housing in 
MD on a single income for him and my 
niece and nephew—Ayden 10 years and 
Ava 7 years old. They have been living 
in our basement since August 2018, and 
we have been supporting them in every 
way we can until he can get back on 
his feet. I love them so much, and now 
I can’t continue to help them. This 
hurts so much, we need our pay checks 
to support our family now!’’ 

It ends by saying: ‘‘Please help in 
any way you can to END THIS SHUT-
DOWN NOW!’’ 

I couldn’t agree more. I urge our col-
leagues, hopefully in the next couple of 

days—even before that—to end the 
shutdown. But at least, as a result of 
the unanimous consent request that 
will be made very shortly, which has 
cleared both sides, we can tell them 
that the pay is coming. 

I see the distinguished majority lead-
er is here. We had some words earlier. 
I want to thank the majority leader for 
accommodating this unanimous con-
sent. It is consistent with what the 
leader has said in the past, that we will 
make sure our workers get paid when 
the government is open. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-

jority leader. 
f 

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEE FAIR 
TREATMENT ACT OF 2019 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
had an opportunity to talk to Presi-
dent Trump a few moments ago and 
wanted to indicate to our colleagues 
that he will sign the bill that we have 
been discussing here to guarantee that 
government workers who have been 
displaced as a result of the shutdown 
will ultimately be compensated. So I 
want to ease their anxiety about that 
particular possibility. 

With that in mind, I ask unanimous 
consent that the Senate proceed to the 
immediate consideration of Calendar 
No. 3, S. 24. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
YOUNG). The clerk will report the bill 
by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 24) to provide for the compensa-

tion of Federal and other government em-
ployees affected by lapses in appropriations. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I know of no fur-
ther debate on the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
further debate? 

Hearing none, the bill was ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading and 
was read the third time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill 
having been read the third time, the 
question is, Shall the bill pass? 

The bill (S. 24) was passed, as follows: 
S. 24 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Government 
Employee Fair Treatment Act of 2019’’. 
SEC. 2. COMPENSATION FOR FEDERAL AND 

OTHER GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES 
AFFECTED BY A LAPSE IN APPRO-
PRIATIONS. 

Section 1341 of title 31, United States Code, 
is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)(1), by striking ‘‘An of-
ficer’’ and inserting ‘‘Except as specified in 
this subchapter or any other provision of 
law, an officer’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(c)(1) In this subsection— 
‘‘(A) the term ‘covered lapse in appropria-

tions’ means any lapse in appropriations 
that begins on or after December 22, 2018; 

‘‘(B) the term ‘District of Columbia public 
employer’ means— 
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‘‘(i) the District of Columbia Courts; 
‘‘(ii) the Public Defender Service for the 

District of Columbia; or 
‘‘(iii) the District of Columbia government; 
‘‘(C) the term ‘employee’ includes an offi-

cer; and 
‘‘(D) the term ‘excepted employee’ means 

an excepted employee or an employee per-
forming emergency work, as such terms are 
defined by the Office of Personnel Manage-
ment or the appropriate District of Columbia 
public employer, as applicable. 

‘‘(2) Each employee of the United States 
Government or of a District of Columbia 
public employer furloughed as a result of a 
covered lapse in appropriations shall be paid 
for the period of the lapse in appropriations, 
and each excepted employee who is required 
to perform work during a covered lapse in 
appropriations shall be paid for such work, 
at the employee’s standard rate of pay, at 
the earliest date possible after the lapse in 
appropriations ends, regardless of scheduled 
pay dates. 

‘‘(3) During a covered lapse in appropria-
tions, each excepted employee who is re-
quired to perform work shall be entitled to 
use leave under chapter 63 of title 5, or any 
other applicable law governing the use of 
leave by the excepted employee, for which 
compensation shall be paid at the earliest 
date possible after the lapse in appropria-
tions ends, regardless of scheduled pay 
dates.’’. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I further ask that 
the motion to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table with no 
intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Virginia. 
GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEE FAIR TREATMENT ACT 

OF 2019 

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President, just brief-
ly, I also want to extend my gratitude 
to the majority leader for working 
with us on this matter. I alerted both 
caucuses yesterday that I planned to 
object to adjourning for the weekend 
on the grounds that tomorrow more 
than 800,000 Federal employees will 
stop getting paychecks. This has al-
ready started, according to the words 
of my colleague from Maryland. 

Also, on Saturday the shutdown will 
achieve the dubious distinction of 
being the longest shutdown in the his-
tory of the United States. So yesterday 
I alerted both caucuses that my plan 
was to object to an adjournment. I filed 
that objection. The majority leader 
then engaged in discussion, together 
with the minority leader and others, 
about whether there is something we 
can do to send a message to these peo-
ple, many of whom are under very dire 
circumstances. They have written me, 
too, about postponing medical proce-
dures and not buying medication for 
their kids. Is there something we can 
do that can send them some message of 
comfort that they will receive their 
paychecks, if not tomorrow, but they 
will be made whole? 

Over the course of the afternoon, as 
we have talked about it, we thought 
the best message we could send—and I 
am glad we are able to send it by voice 
vote unanimously from this body—is 
that they will be paid. When we reopen, 
they will be paid. 

That is not the same comfort as get-
ting the paycheck. It is not the same 
comfort as knowing when the shut-
down will be over and when they can go 
back to try to keep serving American 
citizens, but having the certainty that 
it will be paid is something that we can 
do for these people. I appreciate the 
majority leader’s working with us on 
the S. 24 bill that Senator CARDIN is 
the sponsor of and I am a cosponsor of. 
It does good work in this regard, and I 
think we can send some people a little 
bit of a signal on what will be a tough 
day tomorrow. We can send them a lit-
tle bit of a signal that we are going to 
be there, and they can count on the 
paycheck. 

With that, I thank my colleagues for 
working together on this. 

I yield floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Alaska. 
Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I am 

glad I had the opportunity to vote with 
my colleagues, the majority leader, 
and my colleagues from Virginia and 
Maryland on the bill we just passed 
here on the Senate floor to ensure the 
backpay for Federal workers who will 
be without pay, and I hope we can get 
to a resolution soon on this partial 
government shutdown that gets all ele-
ments of the government open and 
fully funds the border and the signifi-
cant amounts requested by the White 
House that I think most Americans 
and most Alaskans need and want. 

TRIBUTE TO URBAN RAHOI 
Mr. President, I hope that you and 

all the pages here—we have some new 
pages in the staff here—had a great 
holiday season and that everybody lis-
tening back home and watching back 
home in Alaska around the country 
also had a wonderful holiday. I cer-
tainly did. It is always great to be 
home in my State—spending time with 
family and my wife, my daughters, and 
with friends—which to me is the great-
est State in the greatest country in the 
world. 

Winter is a special time in Alaska. 
The sun may be low or in some places 
it may not rise above the horizon at 
all, but there is a certain glow that 
comes with the snow. With that glow 
and the Northern Lights dancing in the 
sky, particularly in the interior—the 
place I am going to talk about in a 
minute—it is magical. We want to as-
sure anyone watching to come to Alas-
ka and you are going to have the trip 
of a lifetime. 

As I have said so many times on the 
floor of the Senate, it is the people who 
make my State so special—tough, 
hearty, resilient people who have lived 
some of the most amazing, meaningful, 
purposeful lives and who have the wis-
dom, the character, the toughness, and, 
yes, even the scars to prove it. Stories 
of character, stories of lives well-trav-
eled, and stories of lives well-lived 
abound my State. 

Last Saturday, in the great city of 
Fairbanks, AK, I had the great oppor-
tunity and the honor to attend the 

100th birthday party—I am looking at 
the pages, who all just said ‘‘wow’’—of 
a legend in Alaska, a man, certainly, of 
great stories but also of heart, of patri-
otism, and of everything that makes 
Alaska and America great. 

As you know, Mr. President, I come 
to the floor nearly every week, while 
we are in session, to honor someone 
that I refer to as the Alaskan of the 
Week, someone who makes our State 
and our country very special. I want 
America right now—if you are watch-
ing on C–SPAN, in the Gallery, or the 
press—to meet Urban Rahoi, our Alas-
kan of the Week—a husband, a father, 
a veteran, a pilot, a hunting guide, a 
developer, and a builder, just to name a 
few of his defining characteristics. 

Urban has lived a dozen lives, all in 
only one century—100 years old. He 
helped to save America, and he helped 
to build Alaska—to save this great Na-
tion of ours and to build one of our 
greatest States. He is our Alaskan of 
the Week. 

I believe he may even be watching in 
Fairbanks—I hope you are, Urban—in 
the pioneer home there, maybe with 
some of the Laundry House Gang mem-
bers, maybe even my father-in-law, 
Bud, and, Craig Compeau. I hope you 
are all watching right now. 

Urban has had such a full life that it 
is hard to know where to start—100 
years. Let me give you some of the 
highlights. 

He was born on January 7, 1919, the 
day after Teddy Roosevelt died, in Iron 
Mountain, MI. He grew up during the 
height of the Depression, but Urban re-
cently told a reporter with the Fair-
banks Daily News-Miner that the De-
pression for him and for his family 
wasn’t that bad. His family hunted. 
They grew their own food. They 
worked hard. He said: ‘‘We had a gar-
den and we had 100 rabbits.’’ In many 
ways, that is how they got through the 
Depression. 

He began to get interested in air-
planes and in flying. When he was just 
15 years old, he took his first solo 
flight—at 15, a solo flight—and he was 
forever hooked. 

He was also hooked on the love of his 
life, whom he met when he was 21 years 
old, Vienna—Vi, everyone called her— 
and they got married in 1940. 

In 1943, Urban joined the U.S. mili-
tary during World War II, in the Army 
Air Corps, and he flew bombers in 
North Africa and Italy. ‘‘From Italy, 
we would fly bombing missions into 
southern Germany, Austria, Romania, 
and wherever they needed us’’—dozens 
of bombing combat missions. 

And what did he fly? Appropriately, 
Urban Rahoi flew the B–17s, also known 
as the ‘‘Flying Fortresses.’’ Those air-
planes stayed in the air even after 
some of the toughest battles and some 
of the most vicious flak—tough as can 
be, just like Urban. Again, he was a B– 
17 pilot in World War II, part of the 
greatest generation, which saved 
America and saved this institution, 
among others, the U.S. Senate. 
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Eventually, as it does with a certain 

kind of an adventurous person, Urban 
heard the call of Alaska, and he flew to 
the State in a PA–12 Cub. He and Vi 
homesteaded on the Tanana River, 
near the Richardson Highway, and 
began to make a life for themselves in 
Alaska. 

What a rich life it was. They began a 
family, eventually having three chil-
dren—Rick, Eugene, and Holly. Urban 
also stayed active in the military, as a 
member of the Air Force Reserve 449th 
Fighter Squadron, in Alaska. He com-
manded the C–47 squadron and co-
piloted several historic military air-
craft, including the North American F– 
82 Twin Mustang, the Lockheed F–94 
Starfire, and the Northrup F–89 Scor-
pion. 

This is a great pilot for America. He 
began offering private flying services, 
and he also built two areas in terms of 
developments. Together, they made up 
these trailer parks with 172 lots. Urban 
designed the development of these 
areas and installed all of the electrical 
lines, the water lines, and the septic 
system—all himself. 

Think about that. What American 
can do that today? He also built a 
lodge in an inholding in Wrangell-St. 
Elias National Park and Preserve. If 
that were not enough, he became a big 
game guide in Alaska, running a suc-
cessful big game guiding business, and 
he built Ptarmigan Lake Lodge, an 
inholding in Wrangell-St. Elias Na-
tional Park and Preserve. 

When Alaska became a State, guides 
were required to become registered, 
and they had registration numbers. 
Urban Rahoi was issued big game Alas-
ka’s State license No. 1—No. 1, the 
first. 

All told, during his career as a pilot, 
he racked up an incredible 20,000 hours 
of flying—20,000 hours of flying. That is 
probably older than some of you pages. 
He has seen so much, nearly every part 
of Alaska. ‘‘If someone’s there, I’ve 
been there,’’ he said recently, about all 
the flights he has taken all over the 
great State of Alaska. 

In 2012, the FAA presented Urban 
with the Wright Brothers Master Pilot 
Award. Here is what the FAA wrote: 

He has used his skill as an aviator to train 
airmen, fight a war [for America], and main-
tain the safety standard in commercial avia-
tion. He has rescued people in trouble and 
supplied people in . . . Bush [Alaska] with 
the necessities of life. He has contributed to 
the state of Alaska, and provided many peo-
ple a chance to see the wild and beautiful 
Alaska we all love. 

The party for Urban’s 100th birthday 
last Saturday in Fairbanks was so re-
flective of the impact that he has had 
on the State, his community in Fair-
banks, and, of course, his country. 
Fairbanks is a tough, tough place. I 
love Fairbanks. Fairbanks has been ex-
periencing a bit of a cold snap. Last 
Saturday, at Urban’s 100th birthday 
party, it was 30 below zero in Fair-
banks. That is a dangerous tempera-
ture for some but not for the people of 
interior Alaska, who deal with that on 

a regular basis. Despite 30-below tem-
peratures, hundreds of people from the 
interior of Alaska and beyond, from all 
walks of life, were there at the Pioneer 
Parks’ Centennial Center to honor this 
legend, this great Alaskan, and this 
great American. 

There were family and friends. We 
even had a special guest—the football 
fans watching know him very well— 
former Miami Dolphins football player 
and Hall of Famer Larry Csonka was 
there to celebrate Urban’s 100th birth-
day. Csonka had been sheep hunting at 
Urban’s lodge, and the two remained 
very, very close friends ever since. 

One of Urban’s goals is to be the first 
100-year-old to participate in a 
snowmachine race in Fairbanks—a race 
that Urban rides in every year. Larry 
Csonka gave him an autographed 
Miami Dolphins football helmet to 
wear as the helmet when Urban partici-
pates in this race this year. 

There was a life-sized cake with 100 
candles, a slide show of pictures of 
Urban and Vi at different phases of 
their lives—so many different adven-
tures, World War II, Alaska as a State, 
so much love, so much life, so many 
people celebrating this great Amer-
ican. 

I had the opportunity to talk a little 
bit about Urban at the birthday party 
last Saturday in Fairbanks, and I men-
tioned that here was a man who had so 
many qualities—patriotism, service, 
sacrifice, perseverance, and, yes, even 
tougher than Larry Csonka. The foot-
ball fans watching know there are not 
many people in America who are 
tougher than Csonka. Urban is, and 
Csonka acknowledged this. 

The one person missing from this 
great celebration was his beloved wife, 
who passed in Urban’s arms on January 
3, 2010, 3 days before their 70th wedding 
anniversary. 

She was 92 years old. Vi’s memory 
lives on in their 3 children, 7 grand-
children, 16 great-grandchildren, and 1 
great-great-grandchild, and her mem-
ory lives on in Urban’s heart. 

At the ceremony, my good friend who 
put it together, Craig Compeau, was 
the emcee of this wonderful birthday 
party, and he interviewed Urban. To-
ward the end of it, he asked him what 
the secret for such a long life was—100 
years old. 

Urban said it could be summed up in 
two words: My wife. 

Now, isn’t that beautiful, America? 
Isn’t that beautiful? 

What a great man. What a great life. 
So, Urban, here is to flying free, liv-

ing well. Here is to the State and the 
country we all—you—love so much. 
Here is to being part of the ‘‘greatest 
generation’’ that saved America and 
built Alaska, and here is to the exam-
ple you have set for all of us, whether 
U.S. Senators, whether pages, 100 years 
old, service to your country, dedication 
to your wife. Thanks for all you have 
done. Thanks for all you have done to 
protect and defend this great Nation, 
to build our great State, and thank 

you, Urban, for being our Alaskan of 
the Week from the floor of the U.S. 
Senate. Happy 100th birthday. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-

jority leader. 
f 

MORNING BUSINESS 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to a period of morning 
business, with Senators permitted 
therein to speak for up to 10 minutes 
each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

BUDGET SCOREKEEPING REPORT 
Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, I wish to 

submit to the Senate the budget 
scorekeeping report for January 2019. 
The report compares current-law levels 
of spending and revenues with the 
amounts the Senate agreed to in the 
Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018, BBA18. 
This information is necessary for the 
Senate Budget Committee to deter-
mine whether budgetary points of 
order lie against pending legislation. 
The Republican staff of the Budget 
Committee and the Congressional 
Budget Office, CBO prepared this re-
port pursuant to section 308(b) of the 
Congressional Budget Act, CBA. 

This is my first scorekeeping report 
this year. My last filing can be found in 
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD for Novem-
ber 15, 2018. That report included final 
budgetary levels for fiscal year 2018. 
The information included in this report 
is current through January 7, 2019. 

Several bills have cleared Congress 
since my last filing. The three with the 
largest direct spending and revenue ef-
fects were the Frank LoBiondo Coast 
Guard Authorization Act of 2018, P.L. 
115–282; the Agriculture Improvement 
Act of 2018, P.L. 115–334; and the First 
Step Act, P.L. 115–391. 

Budget Committee Republican staff 
prepared Tables 1–3. 

Table 1 gives the amount by which 
each Senate authorizing committee ex-
ceeds or is below its allocation for 
budget authority and outlays under the 
most recently adopted budget resolu-
tion and the fiscal year 2019 enforce-
able levels filing. This information is 
used for enforcing committee alloca-
tions pursuant to section 302 of the 
CBA. For this reporting period, 8 of the 
16 authorizing committees are not in 
compliance with their allocations. 
Over the current 10-year enforceable 
window, authorizing committees have 
increased outlays by a combined $3.4 
billion. 

Tables 2 provides the amount by 
which the Senate Committee on Appro-
priations is below or exceeds the statu-
tory spending limits. This information 
is used to determine points of order re-
lated to the spending caps found in sec-
tions 312 and 314 of the CBA. Appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2019, displayed in 
this table, show that the Appropria-
tions Committee is currently compli-
ant with spending limits for fiscal year 
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