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Alaskans of the Week. It is one of my 
favorite things to do. So, today, I just 
want to say a little bit about some of 
those Alaskans of the Week, not really 
one or two but just kind of a combo— 
literally, dozens and dozens of Alas-
kans, since I started here in the Senate 
4 years ago, where I have had the op-
portunity to come down and talk about 
them. 

They are as old as 100 and as young 
as 8. Last week we had an 8-year-old. 
Boy, was he really a fine young man 
from Juneau. They come from the Far 
North, the Arctic, and the misty tem-
perate southeast of Alaska. They live 
surrounded by tundra, by the churning 
seas, by mountains, by rainforests. 
These are all those who have earned 
the title Alaskan of the Week. They 
come from what we call urban Alaska 
and from some of the 200 small commu-
nities and villages that dot my State, 
which are not connected by roads. It is 
a big challenge we have in Alaska. 

They are librarians, artists, former 
Governors, reporters, healthcare work-
ers, whalers, counselors, pastors, law-
yers, athletes, students, teachers, and 
nearly every profession imaginable. 
Some of them have retired. Some of 
them are just starting school and 
aren’t even of working age. 

They are a diverse group of people, as 
you can imagine, but they all have one 
thing in common. They love Alaska. 
They love their country. They have the 
fire, the drive, and the heart to use 
whatever skills they have, whatever 
experiences they have to help others. 

Isn’t that what Valentine’s Day is all 
about, what the hashtag 
‘‘homestatelove’’ is all about, and, cer-
tainly, what the Alaskan of the Week 
is all about? 

Now, when I talk about the Alaskan 
of the Week, sometimes these people 
have seen and gotten and deserve a lot 
of attention in Alaska and even nation-
ally. Other times, they are less well 
known but no less impactful. Let me 
give you a couple of examples: someone 
who has been picking up trash on the 
side of the road for years, just doing it 
every day; helping people to find a pet 
to love; making meals for the sick; 
starting and contributing to non-
profits; writing beautiful prose; helping 
people overcome addictions; estab-
lishing iconic businesses; working their 
whole lives to do what they think is 
right for their community, for their 
State, and the communities they love. 

Of course, they are all inspiring to 
us, and what I try to do once a week is 
to come down and not just inspire the 
pages, who, I know, look forward to 
this speech, but anyone in America 
who is listening. By the way, you have 
to come up to Alaska and you, too, will 
love, and I mean ‘‘love’’ Alaska when 
you come up to visit. 

Now, they are inspiring to all of us in 
Alaska, but, as I mentioned, all around 
the country last year. For example, I 
got to talk about the Alaska Pacific 
University’s ski team—world re-
nowned, gold medalists, Olympic med-

alists—inspiring young people all 
across the globe to race faster and race 
better. 

Last year, I had the opportunity to 
talk about a young teenager from 
Gambell, Chris Apassingok. He made 
national headlines for his insistence, 
despite tremendous backlash from 
some extreme groups outside of Alas-
ka, to continue his cultural heritage of 
hunting whales to feed his community 
through subsistence. 

Here is another example that will go 
straight to the heart of my colleague, 
Senator ERNST from Iowa. In Decem-
ber, Carol Seppilu from Nome, who has 
overcome tremendous difficulties and 
disabilities and pain in her life, ran 85 
miles of a 100-mile race in Council 
Bluffs, IA, and she is training for an-
other race. 

That kind of training isn’t easy in 
Nome, where she has to walk through 
blizzards just to get on a treadmill. 
Carol has the racing community—the 
long racing community, 100-mile 
races—in Alaska and Iowa and, lit-
erally, around the country in awe of 
her, if you know her story, and rooting 
for her. 

Sometimes we have a lot of negative 
news here in DC. I always say there is 
a lot more going on bipartisan that our 
friends in the media, who sit above the 
Presiding Officer’s desk there, don’t 
often report, but it can be negative. I 
think sometimes it can be easy to for-
get that we live in the greatest country 
in the world—no doubt about it—the 
greatest country in the history of the 
world, in my view, filled with good peo-
ple who wake up every morning deter-
mined to do what is right, to give back 
to their communities, whether in Alas-
ka or North Dakota, like the Presiding 
Officer. 

I want to thank Senator ERNST for 
bringing us down to the floor yesterday 
and even today to talk a little bit 
about love—good initiative there for 
Valentine’s Day. I thank all of the peo-
ple of my State. This is a love story, 
not just of my wife and daughters but 
of all these great Alaskans of the Week 
who have been doing such a great job 
for Alaska and their country. So, to all 
of them, Happy Valentine’s Day. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business, 
with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

NOMINATION OF DONALD W. 
WASHINGTON 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I do 
not object to the nomination of Donald 
W. Washington, PN202. 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON RULES 
AND ADMINISTRATION 

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, the Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration 
has adopted rules governing its proce-
dures for the 116th Congress. Pursuant 
to rule XXVI, paragraph 2, of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, on behalf 
of myself and Senator KLOBUCHAR, I 
ask unanimous consent that a copy of 
the committee rules be printed in the 
RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

RULES OF PROCEDURE 
MEETINGS OF THE COMMITTEE 

Rule 1. The regular meeting dates of the 
Committee shall be the second and fourth 
Wednesdays of each month, at 10:00 a.m., in 
room SR–301, Russell Senate Office Building. 
Additional meetings of the Committee may 
be called by the Chairman as he may deem 
necessary or pursuant to the provision of 
paragraph 3 of rule XXVI of the Standing 
Rules of the Senate. 

Rule 2. Meetings of the committee, includ-
ing meetings to conduct hearings, shall be 
open to the public, except that a meeting or 
series of meetings by the committee on the 
same subject for a period of no more than 14 
calendar days may be closed to the public on 
a motion made and seconded to go into 
closed session to discuss only whether the 
matters enumerated in subparagraphs (a) 
through (f) would require the meeting to be 
closed followed immediately by a recorded 
vote in open session by a majority of the 
Members of the committee when it is deter-
mined that the matters to be discussed or 
the testimony to be taken at such meeting 
or meetings: 

(a) will disclose matters necessary to be 
kept secret in the interests of national de-
fense or the confidential conduct of the for-
eign relations of the United States; 

(b) will relate solely to matters of the com-
mittee staff personnel or internal staff man-
agement or procedure; 

(c) will tend to charge an individual with 
crime or misconduct, to disgrace or injure 
the professional standing of an individual, or 
otherwise to expose an individual to public 
contempt or obloquy, or will represent a 
clearly unwarranted invasion of the privacy 
of an individual; 

(d) will disclose the identity of any in-
former or law enforcement agent or will dis-
close any information relating to the inves-
tigation or prosecution of a criminal offense 
that is required to be kept secret in the in-
terests of effective law enforcement; 

(e) will disclose information relating to the 
trade secrets or financial or commercial in-
formation pertaining specifically to a given 
person if: 

(1) an Act of Congress requires the infor-
mation to be kept confidential by Govern-
ment officers and employees; or 

(2) the information has been obtained by 
the Government on a confidential basis, 
other than through an application by such 
person for a specific Government financial or 
other benefit, and is required to be kept se-
cret in order to prevent undue injury to the 
competitive position of such person; or 

(f) may divulge matters required to be kept 
confidential under the provisions of law or 
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Government regulations. (Paragraph 5(b) of 
rule XXVI of the Standing Rules.) 

Rule 3. Written notices of committee meet-
ings will normally be sent by the commit-
tee’s staff director to all Members of the 
committee at least a week in advance. In ad-
dition, the committee staff will telephone or 
e-mail reminders of committee meetings to 
all Members of the committee or to the ap-
propriate assistants in their offices. 

Rule 4. A copy of the committee’s intended 
agenda enumerating separate items of legis-
lative business and committee business will 
normally be sent to all Members of the com-
mittee and released to the public at least 1 
day in advance of all meetings. This does not 
preclude any Member of the committee from 
discussing appropriate non-agenda topics. 

Rule 5. After the Chairman and the Rank-
ing Minority Member, speaking order shall 
be based on order of arrival, alternating be-
tween Majority and Minority Members, un-
less otherwise directed by the Chairman. 

Rule 6. Any witness who is to appear before 
the committee in any hearing shall file with 
the clerk of the committee at least 3 busi-
ness days before the date of his or her ap-
pearance, a written statement of his or her 
proposed testimony and an executive sum-
mary thereof, in such form as the chairman 
may direct, unless the Chairman and the 
Ranking Minority Member waive such re-
quirement for good cause. 

Rule 7. In general, testimony will be re-
stricted to 5 minutes for each witness. The 
time may be extended by the Chairman, 
upon the Chair’s own direction or at the re-
quest of a Member. Each round of questions 
by Members will also be limited to 5 min-
utes. 

QUORUMS 
Rule 8. Pursuant to paragraph 7(a)(1) of 

rule XXVI of the Standing Rules, a majority 
of the Members of the committee shall con-
stitute a quorum for the reporting of legisla-
tive measures. 

Rule 9. Pursuant to paragraph 7(a)(1) of 
rule XXVI of the Standing Rules, one-third 
of the Members of the committee shall con-
stitute a quorum for the transaction of busi-
ness, including action on amendments to 
measures prior to voting to report the meas-
ure to the Senate. 

Rule 10. Pursuant to paragraph 7(a)(2) of 
rule XXVI of the Standing Rules, 2 Members 
of the committee shall constitute a quorum 
for the purpose of taking testimony under 
oath and 1 Member of the committee shall 
constitute a quorum for the purpose of tak-
ing testimony not under oath; provided, how-
ever, that in either instance, once a quorum 
is established, any one Member can continue 
to take such testimony. 

Rule 11. Under no circumstances may prox-
ies be considered for the establishment of a 
quorum. 

VOTING 
Rule 12. Voting in the committee on any 

issue will normally be by voice vote. 
Rule 13. If a third of the Members present 

so demand a roll call vote instead of a voice 
vote, a record vote will be taken on any 
question by roll call. 

Rule 14. The results of roll call votes taken 
in any meeting upon any measure, or any 
amendment thereto, shall be stated in the 
committee report on that measure unless 
previously announced by the committee, and 
such report or announcement shall include a 
tabulation of the votes cast in favor of and 
the votes cast in opposition to each such 
measure and amendment by each Member of 
the committee. (Paragraph 7(b) and (c) of 
rule XXVI of the Standing Rules.) 

Rule 15. Proxy voting shall be allowed on 
all measures and matters before the com-
mittee. However, the vote of the committee 

to report a measure or matter shall require 
the concurrence of a majority of the Mem-
bers of the committee who are physically 
present at the time of the vote. Proxies will 
be allowed in such cases solely for the pur-
pose of recording a Member’s position on the 
question and then only in those instances 
when the absentee committee Member has 
been informed of the question and has af-
firmatively requested that he be recorded. 
(Paragraph 7(a)(3) of rule XXVI of the Stand-
ing Rules.) 

AMENDMENTS 
Rule 16. Provided at least five business 

days’ notice of the agenda is given, and the 
text of the proposed bill or resolution has 
been made available at least five business 
days in advance, it shall not be in order for 
the Committee to consider any amendment 
in the first degree proposed to any measure 
under consideration by the Committee un-
less such amendment has been delivered to 
the office of the Committee and by at least 
5:00 p.m. the day prior to the scheduled start 
of the meeting and circulated to each of the 
offices by at least 6:00 pm. 

Rule 17. In the event the Chairman intro-
duces a substitute amendment or a Chair-
man’s mark, the requirements set forth in 
Rule 16 shall be considered waived unless 
such substitute amendment or Chairman’s 
mark has been made available at least five 
business days in advance of the scheduled 
meeting. 

Rule 18. It shall be in order, without prior 
notice, for a Member to offer a motion to 
strike a single section of any bill, resolution, 
or amendment under consideration. 

Rule 19. This section of the rule may be 
waived by agreement of the Chairman and 
the Ranking Minority Member. 

DELEGATION OF AUTHORITY TO COMMITTEE 
CHAIRMAN 

Rule 20. The Chairman is authorized to 
sign himself or by delegation all necessary 
vouchers and routine papers for which the 
committee’s approval is required and to de-
cide on the committee’s behalf all routine 
business. 

Rule 21. The Chairman is authorized to en-
gage commercial reporters for the prepara-
tion of transcripts of committee meetings 
and hearings. 

Rule 22. The Chairman is authorized to 
issue, on behalf of the committee, regula-
tions normally promulgated by the com-
mittee at the beginning of each session. 

DELEGATION OF AUTHORITY TO COMMITTEE 
CHAIRMAN AND RANKING MINORITY MEMBER 
Rule 23. The Chairman and Ranking Minor-

ity Member, acting jointly, are authorized to 
approve on behalf of the committee any rule 
or regulation for which the committee’s ap-
proval is required, provided advance notice 
of their intention to do so is given to Mem-
bers of the committee. 

f 

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION 

Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, section 
36(b) of the Arms Export Control Act 
requires that Congress receive prior no-
tification of certain proposed arms 
sales as defined by that statute. Upon 
such notification, the Congress has 30 
calendar days during which the sale 
may be reviewed. The provision stipu-
lates that, in the Senate, the notifica-
tion of proposed sales shall be sent to 
the chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee. 

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I 

ask unanimous consent to have printed 
in the RECORD the notifications which 
have been received. If the cover letter 
references a classified annex, then such 
annex is available to all Senators in 
the office of the Foreign Relations 
Committee, room SD–423. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

DEFENSE SECURITY 
COOPERATION AGENCY, 

Arlington, VA. 
Hon. JAMES E. RISCH, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of 
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended, 
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No. 
19–05 concerning the Army’s proposed Let-
ter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Govern-
ment of Israel for defense articles and serv-
ices estimated to cost $238 million. After this 
letter is delivered to your office, we plan to 
issue a news release to notify the public of 
this proposed sale. 

Sincerely, 
CHARLES W. HOOPER, 

Lieutenant General, USA, Director. 
Enclosures. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 19–05 
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act, as amended 

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of 
Israel. 

(ii) Total Estimated Value: 
Major Defense Equipment* $0 million. 
Other $238 million. 
Total $238 million. 
(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-

tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase: 

Major Defense Equipment (MDE): None. 
Non-MDE: 
Two hundred forty (240) Namer Armored 

Personnel Carrier (APC–MT883) Power 
Packs, Less Transmission (NPPLT) in Full 
Configuration. 

Thirty (30) Namer Armored Personnel Car-
rier (APC–MT883) Power Pack, Less Trans-
mission (NPPLT) in Light Configuration. 

One hundred seventy-nine (179) Control and 
Diagnostic Systems (CDS). 

Also included is an Integrated Logistics 
Support package that includes: special tools 
for C-Level maintenance; oil spray nozzle 
test bench; preservation and packaging; con-
tainers; configuration management; tech-
nical manuals, spare parts catalogs, other 
documentation and publications, and other 
related elements of logistics and program 
support. 

(iv) Military Department: Army (IS-B- 
ZZD). 

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: None. 
(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, Of-

fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None. 
(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained 

in the Defense Article or Defense Services 
Proposed to be Sold: None. 

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress: 
February 12, 2019. 

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms 
Export Control Act. 

POLICY JUSTIFICATION 
Israel—Namer Armored Personnel Carrier 

(APC–MT883) Power Packs Less Trans-
missions (NPPLT) and Integrated Logistics 
Support 
The Government of Israel has requested to 

buy two hundred forty (240) Namer Armored 
Personnel Carrier (APC–MT883) Power 
Packs, Less Transmission (NPPLT) in Full 
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