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Whereas the United States and Japan es-

tablished diplomatic relations on March 31, 
1854, with the signing of the Treaty of Peace 
and Amity; 

Whereas the relationship between the peo-
ples of the United States and the Republic of 
Korea stretches back to Korea’s Chosun Dy-
nasty, when the United States and Korea es-
tablished diplomatic relations under the 1882 
Treaty of Peace, Amity, Commerce, and 
Navigation; 

Whereas 2019 marks the 74th anniversary of 
the end of World War II, a conflict in which 
the United States and Japan were enemies, 
and the strength of the United States-Japan 
alliance is a testament to the ability of great 
countries to overcome the past and to work 
together to create a more secure and pros-
perous future; 

Whereas the United States-Korea alliance 
was forged in blood, with United States mili-
tary casualties during the Korean War of ap-
proximately 36,574 killed and more than 
103,284 wounded, and with Republic of Korea 
casualties of more than 217,000 soldiers 
killed, more than 291,000 soldiers missing, 
and over 1,000,000 civilians killed or missing; 

Whereas, for the past 70 years, the partner-
ship between the United States and Japan 
has played a vital role, both in Asia and 
globally, in ensuring peace, stability, and 
economic development; 

Whereas, approximately 50,000 United 
States military personnel serve in Japan, 
along with some of the United States’ most 
advanced defense assets, including the 7th 
Fleet and the USS Ronald Reagan, the only 
United States aircraft carrier to be 
homeported outside the United States; 

Whereas, since the Mutual Defense Treaty 
Between the United States and the Republic 
of Korea, signed in Washington on October 1, 
1953, and ratified by the Senate on January 
26, 1954, United States military personnel 
have maintained a continuous presence on 
the Korean Peninsula, and approximately 
28,500 United States troops are stationed in 
the Republic of Korea in 2019; 

Whereas the United States and the Repub-
lic of Korea have stood alongside each other 
in the four major wars the United States has 
fought outside Korea since World War II—in 
Vietnam, the Persian Gulf, Afghanistan, and 
Iraq; 

Whereas Japan is the fourth-largest United 
States trading partner and together with the 
United States represents 30 percent of global 
Gross Domestic Product, and Japanese firms 
have invested $469,000,000,000 in the United 
States; 

Whereas, the economic relationship be-
tween the United States and its sixth-largest 
trading partner, the Republic of Korea, has 
been facilitated by the United States-Korea 
Free Trade Agreement (KORUS), which en-
tered into force on March 15, 2012, and was 
amended as of January 1, 2019, includes 
358,000 jobs in the United States that are di-
rectly related to exports to the Republic of 
Korea, and has resulted in more than 
$40,000,000,000 in investments by Korean 
firms in the United States; 

Whereas Japan and the Republic of Korea 
stand as strong partners of the United States 
in efforts to ensure maritime security and 
freedom of navigation, commerce, and over-
flight and to uphold respect for the rule of 
law and to oppose the use of coercion, in-
timidation, or force to change the regional 
or global status quo, including in the mari-
time domains of the Indo-Pacific, which are 
among the busiest waterways in the world; 

Whereas the United States, Japan, and the 
Republic of Korea are committed to working 
together towards a world where the Demo-
cratic People’s Republic of Korea (in this 
preamble referred to as the ‘‘DPRK’’) does 
not threaten global peace and security with 

its weapons of mass destruction, missile pro-
liferation, and illicit activities, and where 
the DPRK respects human rights and its peo-
ple can live in freedom; 

Whereas section 211 of the North Korea 
Sanctions and Policy Enhancement Act of 
2016 (22 U.S.C. 9231; Public Law 114–122) ex-
presses the sense of Congress that the Presi-
dent ‘‘should seek to strengthen high-level 
trilateral mechanisms for discussion and co-
ordination of policy toward North Korea be-
tween the Government of the United States, 
the Government of South Korea, and the 
Government of Japan’’; 

Whereas the Asia Reassurance Initiative 
Act of 2018 (Public Law 115–409) underscores 
the importance of trilateral defense coopera-
tion and enforcement of multilateral sanc-
tions against North Korea and calls for reg-
ular consultation with Congress on the sta-
tus of such efforts; 

Whereas the United States, Japan, and the 
Republic of Korea have made great strides in 
promoting trilateral cooperation and defense 
partnership, including ministerial meetings, 
information sharing, and cooperation on bal-
listic missile defense exercises to counter 
North Korean provocations; 

Whereas Japanese Americans and Korean 
Americans have made invaluable contribu-
tions to the security, prosperity, and diver-
sity of our Nation, including service as our 
elected representatives in the Senate and in 
the House of Representatives; and 

Whereas the United States Government 
looks forward to continuing to deepen our 
enduring partnerships with Japan and the 
Republic of Korea on economic, security, and 
cultural issues, as well as embracing new op-
portunities for bilateral and trilateral part-
nerships and cooperation on emerging re-
gional and global challenges: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the Senate reaffirms the im-
portance of— 

(1) the vital role of the alliances between 
the United States and Japan and the United 
States and the Republic of Korea in pro-
moting peace, stability, and security in the 
Indo-Pacific region, including through 
United States extended deterrence, and reaf-
firms the commitment of the United States 
to defend Japan, including all areas under 
the administration of Japan, under Article V 
of the Treaty of Mutual Cooperation and Se-
curity Between the United States of America 
and Japan, and to defend the Republic of 
Korea under Article III of the Mutual De-
fense Treaty Between the United States and 
the Republic of Korea; 

(2) a constructive and forward-looking re-
lationship between Japan and the Republic 
of Korea for United States diplomatic, eco-
nomic, and security interests and for open 
and inclusive architecture to support the de-
velopment of a secure, stable, and prosperous 
Indo-Pacific region; 

(3) strengthening and broadening diplo-
matic, economic, security, and people-to- 
people ties between and among the United 
States, Japan, and the Republic of Korea; 

(4) developing and implementing a strategy 
to deepen the trilateral diplomatic and secu-
rity cooperation between the United States, 
Japan, and the Republic of Korea, including 
through diplomatic engagement, regional de-
velopment, energy security, scientific and 
health partnerships, educational and cul-
tural exchanges, missile defense, intel-
ligence-sharing, space, cyber, and other dip-
lomatic and defense-related initiatives; 

(5) trilateral cooperation with members of 
the United Nations Security Council and 
other Member States to fully and effectively 
enforce sanctions against the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea (in this resolu-
tion referred to as the ‘‘DPRK’’) and evalu-
ate additional and meaningful new measures 

toward the DPRK under Article 41 of the 
United Nations Charter; 

(6) trilateral cooperation to support and 
uphold a rules-based trade and economic 
order in the Indo-Pacific region, including 
the empowerment of women, which is vital 
for the prosperity of all our nations; 

(7) supporting the expansion of academic 
and cultural exchanges among the three na-
tions, especially efforts to encourage Japa-
nese and Korean students to study at univer-
sities in the United States, and vice versa, to 
deepen people-to-people ties; and 

(8) continued cooperation among the gov-
ernments of the United States, Japan, and 
the Republic of Korea to promote human 
rights. 

f 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 2—EXPRESSING THE SENSE 
OF CONGRESS THAT ANY 
UNITED STATES-SAUDI ARABIA 
CIVILIAN NUCLEAR COOPERA-
TION AGREEMENT MUST PRO-
HIBIT THE KINGDOM OF SAUDI 
ARABIA FROM ENRICHING URA-
NIUM OR SEPARATING PLUTO-
NIUM ON ITS OWN TERRITORY, 
IN KEEPING WITH THE STRONG-
EST POSSIBLE NONPROLIFERA-
TION ‘‘GOLD STANDARD’’ 
Mr. MERKLEY (for himself, Mr. 

PAUL, and Mr. MARKEY) submitted the 
following concurrent resolution; which 
was referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations: 

S. CON. RES. 2 

Whereas, on May 21, 2009, the United States 
and the United Arab Emirates signed a bilat-
eral agreement pursuant to section 123 of the 
Atomic Energy Act of 1954 (42 U.S.C. 2153), 
establishing cooperation on civilian nuclear 
programs in which the United Arab Emirates 
agreed that it ‘‘shall not possess sensitive 
nuclear facilities within its territory or oth-
erwise engage in activities within its terri-
tory for, or relating to, the enrichment or re-
processing of material, or for the alternation 
in form or content (except by irradiation or 
further irradiation or, if agreed by the Par-
ties, post-irradiation examination) of pluto-
nium, uranium 233, high enriched uranium, 
or irradiated source or special fissionable 
material’’; 

Whereas the civil nuclear cooperation 
agreement between the United States and 
the United Arab Emirates further obligates 
the United Arab Emirates to bring into force 
its Additional Protocol to its IAEA Safe-
guards Agreement before the United States 
licenses ‘‘exports of nuclear material, equip-
ment, components, or technology’’ pursuant 
to the agreement; and 

Whereas this agreement became known as 
the first ‘‘gold standard’’ civil nuclear agree-
ment and was lauded as a step toward estab-
lishing a precedent for strong nonprolifera-
tion standards on the Arabian Peninsula: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That it is the sense 
of Congress that any United States-Saudi 
Arabia civilian nuclear cooperation agree-
ment under section 123 of the Atomic Energy 
Act of 1954 (42 U.S.C. 2153), commonly known 
as a ‘‘123 Agreement’’, concluded in the fu-
ture should prohibit the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia from enriching uranium or separating 
plutonium on Saudi Arabian territory in 
keeping with the strongest possible non-
proliferation ‘‘gold standard’’ as well as re-
quire the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to bring 
into force the Additional Protocol with the 
International Atomic Energy Agency. 
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AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 

PROPOSED 

SA 188. Mr. CRUZ submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 47, to provide for the management of 
the natural resources of the United States, 
and for other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

SA 189. Mr. CRUZ submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 47, supra; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 188. Mr. CRUZ submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 47, to provide for the 
management of the natural resources 
of the United States, and for other pur-
poses; which was ordered to lie on the 
table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle B of title I, add the 
following: 
SEC. 11llll. IDENTIFICATION OF FEDERAL 

LAND SUITABLE FOR DISPOSAL. 
(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) COVERED FEDERAL LAND.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘covered Fed-

eral land’’ means any Federal land under the 
jurisdiction of the Secretary concerned. 

(B) EXCLUSION.—The term ‘‘covered Fed-
eral land’’ does not include a unit of the Na-
tional Park System. 

(2) SECRETARY CONCERNED.—In this section, 
the term ‘‘Secretary concerned’’ means— 

(A) the Secretary of the Interior, with re-
spect to land under the jurisdiction of the 
Secretary of the Interior; and 

(B) the Secretary of Agriculture, with re-
spect to National Forest System land. 

(b) SURVEY OF FEDERAL LAND.—As soon as 
practicable after the date of enactment of 
this Act, the Secretary concerned shall com-
plete a survey of covered Federal land to 
identify any covered Federal land that is 
suitable for disposal by the Secretary con-
cerned by competitive sale. 

(c) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—On completion 
of the survey under subsection (b), the Sec-
retary concerned shall submit to the appro-
priate committees of Congress a report 
that— 

(1) describes the results of the survey; and 
(2) identifies at least 10 percent of the total 

acreage of covered Federal land surveyed by 
the Secretary concerned that is suitable for 
disposal by the Secretary concerned by com-
petitive sale. 

SA 189. Mr. CRUZ submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 47, to provide for the 
management of the natural resources 
of the United States, and for other pur-
poses; which was ordered to lie on the 
table; as follows: 

At the end of section 3001, add the fol-
lowing: 

(f) ACQUISITION RESTRICTIONS.—Section 
200306(b) of title 54, United States Code, is 
amended— 

(1) in the first sentence, by striking ‘‘Ap-
propriations’’ and inserting the following: 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Appropriations’’; 
(2) in paragraph (1) (as so designated), in 

the second sentence, by striking ‘‘Appropria-
tions’’ and inserting the following: 

‘‘(2) PREACQUISITION.—Appropriations’’; 
and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(3) ZERO NET GAIN.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Appropriations from the 

Fund pursuant to this section shall not be 

used for acquisition unless the acquisition 
results in a zero net gain of Federal land. 

‘‘(B) APPLICATION.—The limitation under 
subparagraph (A) shall apply only to an ac-
quisition of land in a State more than 50 per-
cent of the land of which is Federal land.’’. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I 
have 3 requests for committees to meet 
during today’s session of the Senate. 
They have the approval of the Majority 
and Minority leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

The Committee on Armed Services is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Tuesday, February 12, 
2019, at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing 
entitled ‘‘United States Indo-Pacific 
Command and United States Forces 
Korea in review of the Defense Author-
ization Request for fiscal year 2020 and 
the Future Years Defense Program’’. 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

The Committee on Armed Services is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Tuesday, February 12, 
2019, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing 
entitled ‘‘United States Indo-Pacific 
Command and United States Forces 
Korea in review of the Defense Author-
ization Request for fiscal year 2020 and 
the Future Years Defense Program’’. 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

The Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions is author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Tuesday, February 12, 2019, 
at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing enti-
tled ‘‘Managing Pain During the Opioid 
Crisis.’’ 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Tom Schaff, a 
staff member of the Energy and Nat-
ural Resources Committee, be granted 
floor privileges for the duration of the 
116th Congress. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

HBCU PROPELLING AGENCY RELA-
TIONSHIPS TOWARDS A NEW 
ERA OF RESULTS FOR STU-
DENTS ACT 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I ask unanimous consent the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. 461. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 461) to strengthen the capacity 
and competitiveness of historically Black 
colleges and universities through robust pub-
lic-sector, private-sector, and community 

partnerships and engagement, and for other 
purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I ask unanimous consent that the bill 
be considered read a third time. 

Ms. MCSALLY. Without objection, it 
is so ordered. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading and was read the 
third time. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I know of no fur-
ther debate on the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
further debate? 

Hearing none, the bill having been 
read the third time, the question is, 
Shall the bill pass? 

The bill (S. 461) was passed, as fol-
lows: 

S. 461 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘HBCU Pro-
pelling Agency Relationships Towards a New 
Era of Results for Students Act’’ or the 
‘‘HBCU PARTNERS Act’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS AND PURPOSES. 

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the fol-
lowing: 

(1) As many colleges and universities 
across the country kept their doors closed to 
African American applicants, historically 
Black colleges and universities (referred to 
in this section as ‘‘HBCUs’’) played a central 
role in ensuring that African Americans 
could attain an excellent education. 

(2) Today, HBCUs continue to play a crit-
ical role in ensuring that African Americans, 
and those of all races, can access high-qual-
ity educational opportunities. 

(3) HBCUs enroll nearly 300,000 students, an 
estimated 70 percent of whom come from 
low-income backgrounds and 80 percent of 
whom are African American. 

(4) According to the National Association 
For Equal Opportunity In Higher Education, 
HBCUs make up just 3 percent of American 
institutions of higher education but serve 
more than a fifth of African American col-
lege students. 

(5) A March 2017 report from the Education 
Trust concluded that HBCUs have higher 
completion rates for African American stu-
dents than other institutions serving similar 
student populations. 

(6) In 2014, HBCUs generated a total direct 
economic impact of $14,800,000,000 and cre-
ated more than 134,000 jobs, according to a 
study commissioned by the United Negro 
College Fund (referred to in this section as 
‘‘UNCF’’). 

(7) According to the Thurgood Marshall 
College Fund (referred to in this section as 
‘‘TMCF’’), 40 percent of African American 
Members of Congress, 50 percent of African 
American lawyers, and 80 percent of African 
American judges are graduates of HBCUs. 

(8) According to UNCF, in 2013, HBCUs 
awarded a quarter of all science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics bachelor’s de-
grees awarded to African Americans. 

(9) According to TMCF, approximately 9 
percent of all African American college stu-
dents attend HBCUs. 

(10) According to UNCF, African American 
graduates of HBCUs are almost twice as like-
ly as African Americans who graduated from 
other institutions to report that their uni-
versity prepared them well for life. 

(b) PURPOSES.—The purposes of this Act 
are— 
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