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AMENDMENT NO. 134
At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the
name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. HOEVEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 134 intended
to be proposed to S. 47, a bill to provide
for the management of the natural re-
sources of the United States, and for
other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 157
At the request of Mr. SCHATZ, the
name of the Senator from Rhode Island
(Mr. REED) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 157 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 47, a bill to provide for the
management of the natural resources
of the United States, and for other pur-
poses.
——

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Ms.
STABENOW, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr.
JONES, Mr. CASSIDY, Mr. PAUL,
and Mrs. SHAHEEN):

S. 433. A Dbill to amend title XVIII of
the Social Security Act to improve
home health payment reforms under
the Medicare program; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I rise
today to urge my colleagues to support
two bills that I have introduced that
will help to preserve and to expand ac-
cess to home healthcare.

I have been a strong supporter of
home care since my very first home
visit early in my Senate service. This
experience gave me the opportunity to
meet and to visit with home healthcare
patients, where I saw firsthand what a
difference highly skilled, caring vis-
iting nurses and other healthcare pro-
fessionals make in the lives of patients
and their families. I have been a pas-
sionate advocate of home healthcare
ever since.

The highly skilled and compassionate
care that home health agencies provide
in the State of Maine and across the
country have enabled millions of our
most frail and vulnerable individuals
to avoid hospitals and nursing homes
and to stay just where they want to
be—in the comfort, privacy, and secu-
rity of their own homes.

As we look to the future, home
health services will continue to be in
high demand. The Census projects that
by the year 2030, the proportion of U.S.
residents older than age 65 will have
nearly doubled from 2010.

The Home Health Payment Innova-
tion Act, which I have introduced with
Senator STABENOW, Senator KENNEDY,
Senator JONES, Senator CASSIDY, and
Senator PAUL, preserves access to ex-
isting home health services under the
Medicare Program, while also pro-
viding a pathway for innovative ap-
proaches to using these vital services.
This bipartisan legislation is endorsed
by the National Association of Home
Care and Hospice, as well as by the
Partnership for Quality Home
Healthcare.

Our bill would make two key adjust-
ments in home health payment reform
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provisions that were passed last year.
First, it would prevent unwarranted
payment rate cuts by basing any be-
havioral adjustments on actual evi-
dence. Second, it would limit the risk
of disruption in care by providing a
phase-in for any necessary rate in-
creases or decreases. This phase-in is
critical for home health providers, as
CMS has already proposed cutting
Medicare payment rates in 2020 by
more than $1 billion in the first year
alone, based purely on assumptions of
changes in behavior.

Our bill also provides the pathway to
expanded use of home healthcare in the
Medicare Program without increasing
program spending.

It provides flexibility on waiving
what is called the ‘‘homebound require-
ment”’ for home health services when a
plan or innovative care delivery model,
such as an accountable care organiza-
tion, determines that providing care to
the patient in the home would improve
outcomes and reduce spending on pa-
tient care.

As plans and providers continue to
experiment with innovative ways to de-
liver care and improve value in Medi-
care spending, allowing them the flexi-
bility to waive this limitation—the
homebound limitation—will help to ad-
vance the goals of ensuring that care is
delivered at the right time, in the right
place, and at the right cost.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 62—AUTHOR-
IZING EXPENDITURES BY THE
COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSI-
NESS AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP

Mr. RUBIO submitted the following
resolution; from the Committee on
Small Business and Entrepreneurship;
which was referred to the Committee
on Rules and Administration:

S. RES. 62

Resolved,

SECTION 1. GENERAL AUTHORITY.

In carrying out its powers, duties, and
functions under the Standing Rules of the
Senate, in accordance with its jurisdiction
under rule XXV of the Standing Rules of the
Senate, including holding hearings, report-
ing such hearings, and making investiga-
tions as authorized by paragraphs 1 and 8 of
rule XXVI of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the Committee on Small Business and
Entrepreneurship (in this resolution referred
to as the ‘‘committee’) is authorized from
March 1, 2019 through February 28, 2021, in
its discretion, to—

(1) make expenditures from the contingent
fund of the Senate;

(2) employ personnel; and

(3) with the prior consent of the Govern-
ment department or agency concerned and
the Committee on Rules and Administration,
use on a reimbursable or nonreimbursable
basis the services of personnel of any such
department or agency.

SEC. 2. EXPENSES.

(a) EXPENSES FOR PERIOD ENDING SEP-
TEMBER 30, 2019.—The expenses of the com-
mittee for the period March 1, 2019 through
September 30, 2019 under this resolution
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shall not exceed $1,708,807, of
amount—

(1) not to exceed $25,000 may be expended
for the procurement of the services of indi-
vidual consultants, or organizations thereof
(as authorized by section 202(i) of the Legis-
lative Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C.
4301(i))); and

(2) not to exceed $10,000 may be expended
for the training of the professional staff of
the committee (under procedures specified
by section 202(j) of that Act).

(b) EXPENSES FOR FISCAL YEAR 2020 PE-
RIOD.—The expenses of the committee for the
period October 1, 2019 through September 30,
2020 under this resolution shall not exceed
$2,929,383, of which amount—

(1) not to exceed $25,000 may be expended
for the procurement of the services of indi-
vidual consultants, or organizations thereof
(as authorized by section 202(i) of the Legis-
lative Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C.
4301(i))); and

(2) not to exceed $10,000 may be expended
for the training of the professional staff of
the committee (under procedures specified
by section 202(j) of that Act).

(¢) EXPENSES FOR PERIOD ENDING FEBRUARY
28, 2021.—The expenses of the committee for
the period October 1, 2020 through February
28, 2021 under this resolution shall not exceed
$1,220,576, of which amount—

(1) not to exceed $25,000 may be expended
for the procurement of the services of indi-
vidual consultants, or organizations thereof
(as authorized by section 202(i) of the Legis-
lative Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C.
4301(i))); and

(2) not to exceed $10,000 may be expended
for the training of the professional staff of
the committee (under procedures specified
by section 202(j) of that Act).

SEC. 3. EXPENSES AND AGENCY CONTRIBUTIONS.

which

(a) EXPENSES OF THE COMMITTEE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraph (2), expenses of the committee
under this resolution shall be paid from the
contingent fund of the Senate upon vouchers
approved by the chairman of the committee.

(2) VOUCHERS NOT REQUIRED.—Vouchers
shall not be required for—

(A) the disbursement of salaries of employ-
ees paid at an annual rate;

(B) the payment of telecommunications
provided by the Office of the Sergeant at
Arms and Doorkeeper;

(C) the payment of stationery supplies pur-
chased through the Keeper of the Stationery;

(D) payments to the Postmaster of the
Senate;

(E) the payment of metered charges on
copying equipment provided by the Office of
the Sergeant at Arms and Doorkeeper;

(F) the payment of Senate Recording and
Photographic Services; or

(G) the payment of franked and mass mail
costs by the Sergeant at Arms and Door-
keeper.

(b) AGENCY CONTRIBUTIONS.—There are au-
thorized to be paid from the appropriations
account for ‘“‘Expenses of Inquiries and Inves-
tigations” of the Senate such sums as may
be necessary for agency contributions re-
lated to the compensation of employees of
the committee—

(1) for the period March 1, 2019 through
September 30, 2019;

(2) for the period October 1, 2019 through
September 30, 2020; and

(3) for the period October 1, 2020 through
February 28, 2021.
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SENATE RESOLUTION 63—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE
DESIGNATION OF FEBRUARY 12,
2019, AS “DARWIN DAY” AND
RECOGNIZING THE IMPORTANCE
OF SCIENCE IN THE BETTER-
MENT OF HUMANITY

Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself, Mr.
MURPHY, and Mr. WHITEHOUSE) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was referred to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation:

S. RES. 63

Whereas Charles Darwin developed the the-
ory of evolution by the mechanism of nat-
ural selection, which, together with the
monumental amount of scientific evidence
Charles Darwin compiled to support the the-
ory, provides humanity with a logical and in-
tellectually compelling explanation for the
diversity of life on Earth;

Whereas the validity of the theory of evo-
lution by natural selection developed by
Charles Darwin is further strongly supported
by the modern understanding of the science
of genetics;

Whereas it has been the human curiosity
and ingenuity exemplified by Charles Darwin
that has promoted new scientific discoveries
that have helped humanity solve many prob-
lems and improve living conditions;

Whereas the advancement of science must
be protected from those unconcerned with
the adverse impacts of global warming and
climate change;

Whereas the teaching of creationism in
some public schools compromises the sci-
entific and academic integrity of the edu-
cation systems of the United States;

Whereas Charles Darwin is a worthy sym-
bol of scientific advancement on which to
focus and around which to build a global
celebration of science and humanity in-
tended to promote a common bond among all
the people of the BEarth; and

Whereas February 12, 2019, is the anniver-
sary of the birth of Charles Darwin in 1809
and would be an appropriate date to des-
ignate as ‘“‘Darwin Day’’: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the designation of ‘‘Darwin
Day’’; and

(2) recognizes Charles Darwin as a worthy
symbol on which to celebrate the achieve-
ments of reason, science, and the advance-
ment of human knowledge.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 64—AUTHOR-

IZING EXPENDITURES BY THE
COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDU-
CATION, LABOR, AND PENSIONS

Mr. ALEXANDER submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; from the Committee
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration:

S. RES. 64

Resolved, That, in carrying out its powers,
duties, and functions under the Standing
Rules of the Senate, in accordance with its
jurisdiction under rule XXV of such rules, in-
cluding holding hearings, reporting such
hearings, and making investigations as au-
thorized by paragraphs 1 and 8 of rule XXVI
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions is authorized from March 1, 2019,
through September 30, 2019; October 1, 2019,
through September 30, 2020; and October 1,
2020, through February 28, 2021, in its discre-
tion (1) to make expenditures from the con-
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tingent fund of the Senate, (2) to employ per-
sonnel, and (3) with the prior consent of the
Government department or agency con-
cerned and the Committee on Rules and Ad-
ministration, to use on a reimbursable or
non-reimbursable basis the services of per-
sonnel of any such department or agency.

SEC. 2(a). The expenses of the committee
for the period March 1, 2019, through Sep-
tember 30, 2019, under this resolution shall
not exceed $5,451,418, of which amount (1) not
to exceed $75,000 may be expended for the
procurement of the services of individual
consultants, or organizations thereof (as au-
thorized by section 202(i) of the Legislative
Reorganization Act of 1946, as amended), and
(2) not to exceed $25,000 may be expended for
the training of the professional staff of such
committee (under procedures specified by
section 202(j) of the Legislative Reorganiza-
tion Act of 1946).

(b) For the period October 1, 2019, through
September 30, 2020, expenses of the com-
mittee under this resolution shall not exceed
$9,345,288, of which amount (1) not to exceed
$75,000 may be expended for the procurement
of the services of individual consultants, or
organizations thereof (as authorized by sec-
tion 202(i) of the Legislative Reorganization
Act of 1946, as amended), and (2) not to ex-
ceed $25,000 may be expended for the training
of the professional staff of such committee
(under procedures specified by section 202(j)
of the Legislative Reorganization Act of
1946).

(c) For the period October 1, 2020, through
February 28, 2021, expenses of the committee
under this resolution shall not exceed
$3,893,870, of which amount (1) not to exceed
$75,000 may be expended for the procurement
of the services of individual consultants, or
organizations thereof (as authorized by sec-
tion 202(i) of the Legislative Reorganization
Act of 1946, as amended), and (2) not to ex-
ceed $25,000 may be expended for the training
of the professional staff of such committee
(under procedures specified by section 202(j)
of the Legislative Reorganization Act of
1946).

SEC. 3. The committee shall report its find-
ings, together with such recommendations
for legislation as it deems advisable, to the
Senate at the earliest practicable date, but
not later than February 29, 2019, and Feb-
ruary 28, 2020, respectively.

SEC. 4. Expenses of the committee under
this resolution shall be paid from the contin-
gent fund of the Senate upon vouchers ap-
proved by the chairman of the committee,
except that vouchers shall not be required (1)
for the disbursement of salaries of employees
paid at an annual rate, or (2) for the pay-
ment of telecommunications provided by the
Office of the Sergeant at Arms and Door-
keeper, United States Senate, or (3) for the
payment of stationery supplies purchased
through the Keeper of the Stationery, United
States Senate, or (4) for payments to the
Postmaster, United States Senate, or (5) for
the payment of metered charges on copying
equipment provided by the Office of the Ser-
geant at Arms and Doorkeeper, United
States Senate, or (6) for the payment of Sen-
ate Recording and Photographic Services, or
(7) for payment of franked and mass mail
costs by the Sergeant at Arms and Door-
keeper, United States Senate.

SEC. 5. There are authorized such sums as
may be necessary for agency contributions
related to the compensation of employees of
the committee from March 1, 2019, through
September 30, 2019, October 1, 2019, through
September 30, 2020; and October 1, 2020,
through February 28, 2021, to be paid from
the Appropriations account for ‘‘Expenses of
Inquiries and Investigations.”

February 11, 2019

SENATE RESOLUTION 66—CON-
GRATULATING THE HELLENIC
REPUBLIC AND THE REPUBLIC
OF NORTH MACEDONIA ON RATI-
FICATION OF THE PRESPA
AGREEMENT, WHICH RESOLVES
A LONG-STANDING BILATERAL
DISPUTE AND ESTABLISHES A
STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP BE-
TWEEN THE 2 COUNTRIES

Mr. JOHNSON (for himself, Mrs. SHA-
HEEN, Mr. RISCH, Mr. MURPHY, Mr.
TiLLIS, Mr. COONS, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr.
GARDNER, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. CRAMER, and
Mr. ENZI) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations:

S. RES. 65

Whereas, in 2017, Prime Minister of the
Hellenic Republic Alexis Tsipras and Prime
Minister of the Republic of Macedonia Zoran
Zaev displayed great political courage and
leadership by intensifying efforts to resolve
a nearly 30-year dispute between the 2 coun-
tries;

Whereas, on June 17, 2018, the foreign min-
isters of the Hellenic Republic and the Re-
public of Macedonia signed the Prespa
Agreement, in which, subject to ratification
by the parliament of each country, both par-
ties agreed that the official name of the Re-
public of Macedonia would be changed to the
Republic of North Macedonia;

Whereas, on September 30, 2018, the Repub-
lic of Macedonia held a consultative ref-
erendum on the proposed name change in
which over 90 percent of those voting sup-
ported joining the North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization (referred to in this preamble as
“NATO”) and the European Union (referred
to in this preamble as the “EU”’) by accept-
ing the Prespa Agreement;

Whereas, on January 11, 2019, the Assembly
of the Republic of Macedonia, in accordance
with the Prespa Agreement, approved con-
stitutional amendments to change the name
of the country to the Republic of North Mac-
edonia;

Whereas, on January 25, 2019, the Hellenic
Parliament ratified the Prespa Agreement,
pledging not to object to the Republic of
North Macedonia joining international orga-
nizations, including NATO and the EU;

Whereas the Hellenic Republic is an impor-
tant ally of the United States, hosting
United States Naval Support Activity Souda
Bay on the island of Crete in the Mediterra-
nean Sea;

Whereas the Hellenic Republic has been a
NATO member since 1952, and has faithfully
met the 2 percent of gross domestic product
defense-spending goal established at the 2014
Wales NATO Summit;

Whereas the Republic of Macedonia made
important contributions to the TUnited
States-led Operation Iraqi Freedom and to
the International Security Assistance Force
of NATO in Afghanistan;

Whereas the Republic of North Macedonia
continues to provide soldiers to the Resolute
Support Mission of NATO in Afghanistan;

Whereas the Republic of Macedonia joined
NATO’s Partnership for Peace in 1995, com-
menced a NATO Membership Action Plan in
1999, fulfilled the terms necessary for acces-
sion to NATO by the 2008 Bucharest Summit,
and was invited, in 2018, to begin NATO ac-
cession talks;

Whereas the Republic of Macedonia was
the first western Balkan country to sign a
Stabilization and Association Agreement
with the EU, and became an official can-
didate to join the EU in 2005;
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