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CONGRESSIONAL HISPANIC
CAUCUS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
TRAHAN). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2019, the
gentleman from New York (Mr.
ESPAILLAT) is recognized for 60 minutes
as the designee of the majority leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ESPAILLAT. Madam Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on the subject of
my Special Order in the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. ESPAILLAT. Madam Speaker, as
the whip of the Congressional Hispanic
Caucus, I am pleased to lead this
monthly Special Order hour. This
afternoon’s topic comes at a critical
time for our Nation and for the com-
munities we represent who are all con-
cerned with the state of healthcare and
harmful actions of the Trump adminis-
tration.

There is no more personal an issue
than one’s health, and as such, this
should be top on the minds of Members
of Congress.

It was the late Martin Luther King,
Jr. who said in 1966 that of all the
forms of inequality, injustice in
healthcare is perhaps the most shock-
ing and inhumane.

Healthcare is a priority of the Con-
gressional Hispanic Caucus, and we
want to use today’s opportunity to dis-
cuss the state of Latino health in the
United States of America. The Afford-
able Care Act was landmark legislation
that extended healthcare coverage to
more than 20 million Americans either
through Medicaid expansion or tax
credits to purchase quality and com-
prehensive healthcare insurance prod-
ucts.

In the Latino community, at least 4
million Latino adults and 600,000
Latino children have gained health in-
surance coverage thanks to the ACA.
And we cannot forget that the ACA ex-
tended health insurance coverage for
children through age 26. Especially for
children and young adolescents, the
uninsured rate for Latino children has
decreased considerably, from 11.5 per-
cent to around 7.5 percent.

The gains in health insurance cov-
erage for these children and preventive
healthcare and reduction in the sever-
ity of chronic conditions is a testament
to the good and constructive health
policy that Democrats are committed
to. However, the Trump administration
has sought to undermine the ACA and
the benefits it brings to the Latino
community.

Earlier this year in a bipartisan vote,
the U.S. House of Representatives felt
compelled to rebuke the Trump admin-
istration for its promotion of the skin-
ny junk plans that offer no guarantee
of essential health benefits. That is no
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guarantee for mental health treat-
ment; no guarantee for preventive
healthcare, which lowers the overall
cost of healthcare; and no guarantee
for prescription drug coverage.

According to the data collected from
the Kaiser Family Foundation, from
2013 to 2017, people of color had higher
uninsured rates than non-Hispanic
Whites prior to 2014. And it was only
after the Affordable Care Act came
into effect that Latinos had larger
gains in health insurance coverage
from 2013 to 2016 than non-Hispanic
Whites. But our work is not done. It is
truly not done.

Every day we are working to curb the
destructive actions of this administra-
tion to harm the gains that we have
made in the healthcare arena and well-
being of the Latino community overall,
and we continue working to close the
health equity gaps that the ACA did
not address.

According to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, Latino Ameri-
cans are twice as likely to have type 2
diabetes than White Americans. In the
United States, adults over their life-
time have a 40 percent chance of devel-
oping type 2 diabetes, but the Latino
adult has a rate of 50 percent higher.
Given that, coverage of and the overall
cost of insulin—a necessary treatment
for managing diabetes—is a priority for
the Congressional Hispanic Caucus.

Since the start of this 116th Congress,
the Congressional Hispanic Caucus has
invited the CEOs of insulin manufac-
turers and pharmacy benefit managers
to meet with us and explain how and
why insulin remains unaffordable for
so many Americans. We met with the
largest pharmacy benefit managers in
this country who collectively comprise
78 percent of the market and cover 180
million individuals with health insur-
ance: CVS Health, Express Scripts, and
OptumRx of UnitedHealth Group. In
our discussions we were, quite frankly,
met with much resistance by all par-
ties in the prescription drug supply
chain and pharmacy benefits business.

It is infuriating for patients at the
local pharmacy counter; and trust me,
it is infuriating to me and my col-
leagues in the Congressional Hispanic
Caucus.

In addition to benefits managers, the
CHC met with the CEOs of the top
three insulin manufacturers who
produce 90 percent of the global insulin
supply and 100 percent of the supply for
diabetic patients in the United States
of America. They are Sanofi, Novo
Nordisk, and Eli Lilly and Company.

It may seem impossible, but Dr.
Frederick Banting who discovered and
cultivated insulin as a treatment for
diabetes, sold the patent for his re-
markable drug for only $1 to the Uni-
versity of Toronto.

Madam Speaker, he sold this impor-
tant patent that has saved the lives of
millions of people just for $1 to the
University of Toronto, yet the price of
insulin both with insurance and with-
out it has risen astronomically to the
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point where diabetic patients must
make the decision between purchasing
lifesaving insulin versus paying their
rent, finding childcare for their fami-
lies, or getting an education.

We asked them why this is, and, in
short, they simply did not have a good
answer.

So we are concerned, Madam Speak-
er, that the patent for insulin which
was sold by Dr. Frederick Banting to
the University of Toronto for $1 has
now been placed in a position that is
inaccessible to patients across America
who will subsequently die without hav-
ing that treatment.

But we are committed to shedding a
light on this obscured process and
making sure that patients receive the
therapies they need at the price they
can afford. This is our promise. This is
our commitment.

We, as the Congressional Hispanic
Caucus and greater Democratic Cau-
cus, are committed to fighting for
healthcare that lies in stark contrast
to this White House administration.
That is why we have passed legislation
to strengthen the ACA, not to weaken
it, not to obliterate it, but to strength-
en it, and it is why we will consider
landmark legislation later this month
to help lower the cost of prescription
drugs.

Now, before I conclude, Madam
Speaker, I want to lay out some impor-
tant events taking place as we speak,
because they will have an unimagi-
nably detrimental impact on the state
of health in the Latino community.

The Trump Department of Justice
and Attorney General William Barr
abandoned their obligation to defend
our current healthcare system and the
Affordable Care Act. The State of
Texas is seeking to invalidate the ACA
and unravel the law that has benefited
constituents across America rep-
resented in this, the House of Rep-
resentatives of the U.S. Congress, and
this Department of Justice is willing to
let this happen undeterred.

This administration told the Texas
district court that it was opting to not
defend existing regulations such as pro-
tections for preexisting conditions.
Imagine that, Madam Speaker, not pro-
tecting preexisting conditions, mean-
ing that those who suffer from diabetes
and those who suffer from hypertension
and cardiovascular problems who have
preexisting conditions will not be pro-
tected and will be out in the cold.

This administration is turning its
back on over 130 million Americans, in-
cluding 17 million children and adoles-
cents with preexisting conditions. With
no plan or idea of what to do going for-
ward, they are willing to harm the
lives of millions of Americans. This is
purely irresponsible, and it is reprehen-
sible.

Neither the Congressional Hispanic
Caucus nor Democrats will allow this
to happen unchecked. We will continue
to work hard to make sure healthcare
continues to be made more affordable
and more equally accessible for all
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Americans, especially people whom we
represent.

Madam Speaker, I am so grateful for
this opportunity. I will now conclude,
Madam Speaker. I would like to thank
my colleagues who could not be here
today or are here today.

And I would like to reiterate that we
will defend the Affordable Care Act and
make sure that Latinos across America
are not further harmed by this admin-
istration or partisan politics.

We are committed to lowering the
cost of prescription drugs and making
sure that insulin remains available and
affordable to all communities across
America and particularly communities
of color that are disproportionately af-
fected by diabetes. And we will raise
hell every time that we find another
instance of capricious price inflation or
market consolidation or an obvious at-
tempt to shift the blame.

With that, Madam Speaker, the Con-
gressional Hispanic Caucus will not
cease in our advocacy for the
healthcare and the well-being of our
communities that we represent here in
the Congress and across our country.

This is a crucial time in America
where the Affordable Care Act, as pre-
sented by the past administration, not
only provided access to healthcare for
people with preexisting conditions and
not only did it allow our children up to
the age of 26 to be part of our health
plan, but it also provided funding for
Medicaid and Medicare. It also pro-
vided funding for mental health serv-
ices, an arena that has, for far too
long, been left aside with not having
the appropriate funding that it needs,
and for people suffering from opioid ad-
diction.
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These are the services that were pro-
vided by the ACA. This administration
has moved forward to dismantle it and
to put people’s lives in jeopardy.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

———

PAYING TRIBUTE TO FRED
HAMPTON AND MARK CLARK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2019, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. DANNY K.
DAvis) for 30 minutes.

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois.
Madam Speaker, I am pleased to join
with Representative BOBBY RUSH, who
reserved the time to talk about an
event that occurred 50 years ago when
I guess BOBBY was pretty much still a
teenager and I was a young adult.

The event took place in our city, the
city of the big shoulders, the city of
Chicago, the city that sits on a lake
founded by an African American, Jean
Baptiste Point du Sable. An event took
place where the Chicago police, led by
an assistant State’s attorney, invaded
the province of a group of young lead-
ers known to be members of the Black
Panther Party. They raided the group
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while they were inside asleep. They
shot up the building and killed two of
the leaders.

One was a young gentleman, 21 years
old, Fred Hampton, articulate, grad-
uated from high school with honors,
head of the youth NAACP, but a mem-
ber of the Black Panther Party. An-
other young fellow was an outstanding
American, the son of ministers and
churchgoing people. The apartment
was raided, and these two individuals
were Kkilled, assassinated.

It is my understanding that one of
the reasons that Congressman BOBBY
RUSH is alive today—he was supposed
to have been there but had gone home
to his apartment rather than spending
the night where the Panthers were. As
a result, he was spared.

Obviously, there was a hue and cry,
and there were years of activity and
litigation.

Madam Speaker, it is good to see
that BOBBY has arrived. I just said that
fate is such that he is here today, as
opposed to being where Fred Hampton
and Mark Clark are, wherever that is,
because as fate would have it, he went
someplace else.

Of course, as fate would also have it,
I can’t help but note that I spoke with
one of Father George Clements’ sons
the other day, who I understand helped
to kind of conceal and hide him out
while the police were looking for him.
Fortunately, fate intervened.

The activity caused a big hue and cry
from the community. As a result of
that, people began to look differently
at what was known as law enforcement
misconduct, police brutality. Some-
times law enforcement individuals
take matters into their own hands, not
worrying about what judges might do
or judges might say, or courts of law,
but would sometimes become execu-
tioners.

As a result of that, the African
American community, of Chicago espe-
cially, changed its approach to politics.
While there was a big Democratic vot-
ing bloc, they decided—we decided, be-
cause I was voting age. BOBBY may not
have been, but I was voting age. We
elected a Republican, Bernard Carey,
to be the State’s attorney for Cook
County.

That also led to, ultimately, the
changes that elected Harold Wash-
ington, the first Black mayor of Chi-
cago, which evolved, ultimately, into
the election of Barack Obama as Presi-
dent of the United States of America,
because that is where his beginning
was. That was the base.

I just happen to have represented the
Hampton family in the congressional
district that I represent. Until re-
cently, not a year went by that I didn’t
spend some time with the Hampton
family, that is, with Fred’s mother, his
father, and his brother, Bill, who car-
ried on the work. As a result of that,
that work is still going on.

I know that, on Sunday, in the com-
munity where I live, there is going to
be a demonstration or an acknowledg-
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ment. I wouldn’t call it a demonstra-
tion. A group of people is going to go to
the location where Fred and Mark were
killed, and they are simply going to
pay tribute.

I pay tribute now, and I pay tribute
to my colleague U.S. Representative
BOBBY RUSH because it was BOBBY who
initiated this Special Order. Madam
Speaker, because of the Congressman, 1
am here.

It has been a pleasure to know that
our paths have been crossing one way
or another for more than 50 years be-
cause I sat in the funeral home that
night after Fred and Mark had been as-
sassinated. My brother happened to be
a friend of Trey Rayner, and we sat
kind of keeping vigil.

My other good friend Frank
Lipscomb and I, we were both young
schoolteachers. We went over to the
house that afternoon after we left
school and peered and peeked and
walked through. We were, quite frank-
ly, afraid but wanted to see with our
own eyes, and so we did see.

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. RUSH) and
thank him for initiating this Special
Order.

Mr. RUSH. Madam Speaker, it goes
without saying that the love and re-
spect that I have for my colleague from
the Seventh Congressional District of
Illinois, my good friend Congressman
DANNY K. DAVIS, a man who is such an
inspiration to us all, a man who is
steadfast in all that is good as it re-
lates to what an elected official and
public servant should look like, should
be like, should walk like, and, hope-
fully, if they are giving it, should talk
like, speak like. If we all could have
the voice of Congressman DAVIS, we
would be much better off. But if we
can’t have his voice, maybe we can as-
pire to the heart that Congressman
DAVIS possesses.

Madam Speaker, I am here this after-
noon, as I have been many years now,
speaking from the well of this Congress
in this institution that is the envy of
all governments throughout the world.

I am here for one purpose today and
one purpose only, and that is to com-
memorate the life of a young man who
was Killed on this very day, December
4, in 1969. His murder was not an acci-
dent. His murder was planned by the
highest levels of law enforcement in
our Nation.

Madam Speaker, the Federal Bureau
of Investigation collaborated on, con-
spired on, and coordinated the assas-
sination of Frank Hampton and Mark
Clark. Fred’s and Mark’s assassina-
tions, if not the only, were two of a few
instances of proven political assassina-
tion by police forces or law enforce-
ment agencies of this country.

I say that because toxicologists’ re-
ports concluded after the autopsy on
the body of Fred Hampton that he had
the barbiturate Seconal in his body. He
had been drugged with Seconal. They
said he had enough Seconal in his body
to immobilize an elephant.
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