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by weaponizing this serious constitu-
tional provision of impeachment.

Again, it is a sad day. But what I
would say in closing, to my dear friend
from Wisconsin, is that it is one thing
to take the oxygen out of this Chamber
for actually doing things that are
going to have a real impact and make
a real difference in the lives of our fel-
low Americans, it is one thing to take
this President down yet another rabbit
hole, another Russian collusion hoax,
but another thing to do irreparable
harm to our democracy.

The Presidency, how is it ever going
to be the same after this? How will a
President ever have a phone call with a
foreign leader where they can have the
candor that is necessary to build rela-
tionships and to do the people’s busi-
ness.

Madam Speaker, I say to my fellow
Americans: This isn’t about truth and
justice. This is about fear and hate,
hate for our President and for what he
stands for, for his agenda, and fear that
they can’t beat him at the ballot box,
so they are going to do it by
weaponizing our congressional over-
sight responsibility and abusing the
power of this great institution for their
political objectives. I say that is whol-
ly un-American.

For my children’s sake, they are
doing irreparable harm to not only the
Presidency, but to all of our demo-
cratic institutions. If you lose that,
you lose the ability to govern, Repub-
lican or Democrat; you lose the ability
to govern functionally for the Amer-
ican people.

What a sad day. History will judge
cruelly those who participated in this
instead of doing it the old-fashioned
American way, from house to house in
the neighborhoods, in the public
squares, and at the ballot box.

God save our great country, and God
help us all if this political railroad job
and farce continues any longer.

I thank my friend from Wisconsin for
yielding to me. I am grateful for the
opportunity.

God bless America, and go,
Texas.

Mr. GROTHMAN. Madam Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for his comments.

I realized that a lot of what has been
said here the last few days focuses on
an impeachment inquiry, and one has
to ask oneself why we have so many
people who have been wanting to try to
impeachment President Trump imme-
diately.

It was, obviously, a very important
vote today, but it is the fourth vote 1
have taken, I believe, since President
Trump has been sworn in on impeach-
ment. So far, nothing has turned up. I
don’t expect anything to turn up in the
future.

But I think one of the motivations
for this impeachment inquiry is to
keep other stories off the page, to keep
other stories out of the mainstream
media. And that is why, today, I want
to address what I think is the biggest
threat to America in the short term
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and a threat, unless we deal with it,
which will ultimately destroy our
country, and that is the threat of ille-
gal immigration, of people flowing
across the southern border.

I have been at the southern border
three times this year to see for myself
what Border Patrol and other people in
charge of securing our border have to
put up with, and I would like to say
that they have done a tremendous job.

Yesterday, in this building, while so
many people were focused on the im-
peachment inquiry, we had a hearing in
the subcommittee of the Oversight and
Reform Committee in which Ken
Cuccinelli, the United States Citizen-
ship and Immigration Services office
head, and Matthew Albence, Acting Di-
rector of ICE, were testifying before
our subcommittee.

It was interesting, the appalling com-
ments that they had to put up with
from Members of this House, being
called white supremacists, just doing
their job trying to secure the border.
Those are the type of things that every
American should be aware of what is
going on in this building.

But I would like to update people on
the good job that President Trump has
been able to do in the last 6 months,
why he has been able to do this job, and
the hatred which it has brought our
President.

In May, over 145,000 people were proc-
essed trying to get into this country,
and we allowed over 100,000 people in
this country.

About a year ago, there was a study
put out by MIT and Yale which in-
creased the estimated number of people
in this country illegally from 10 to 11
million to 20 to 22 million people. That
is a lot of people.

Obviously, we could not forever go
on, May after May after May, in which
100,000 people were allowed in this
country.

That, by the way, is in addition to
people who sneak in the country with-
out being detected because we have no
wall and we have not adequately fund-
ed our Border Patrol. I think experts
believe another 10,000 people probably
came in, at least 10,000 came into this
country in May undetected.

Since that time, President Trump
has reached agreements with Mexico,
in part by threatening tariffs, in part
by just general suasion, and we have
reduced the number of people coming
into this country from over 100,000 in
May to, I am told by the Border Patrol,
perhaps under 5,000 in September after
processing 40,000 to 50,000. This is be-
cause President Trump reached an
agreement with Mexico that they will
hold asylum seekers down there.

He has reached out and reached
agreements or received help from Gua-
temala, Honduras, and El Salvador, in
addition to Mexico, in not only keeping
more of their citizens there, but if peo-
ple try to leave other countries for asy-
lum, more are being kept in places like
Mexico, El Salvador, and Honduras.

I want to point out, too, that this is
not something that Congress helped
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him with. These are things that he has
had to do on his own.

There are other things that he is try-
ing to do that Congress should be tak-
ing up, but isn’t.

He has been trying to keep people
from coming into this country if they
are a public charge. We have enough
people who we are taking care of in our
country—some through their own
fault, some through no fault of their
own—on various welfare programs.

President Trump tried to say: Hey,
we will maybe take people who are
working. We will take people who want
to come here legally. But courts, in-
cluding a prominent judge appointed
by President Clinton, struck that
down. So President Trump was denied
the opportunity to prevent people from
coming here who are going to be a pub-
lic charge.

President Trump is still waiting—and
I hope he does—to do something about
birthright citizenship, another situa-
tion that I saw when I was on the bor-
der in which, obviously, America, being
1 of only 2 of the 40 wealthiest coun-
tries in the world to say, if you have a
child here, you get to be a citizen.

His Border Patrol has been acting
with inadequate funding. They have
had, up until recently, 2,000 vacancies.
They could use more people in addition
to that.

We are in the process of building 500
miles of wall. It is not going to be
enough. But we like to believe we are
going to be able to get that done by the
end of December.

But, in any event, after doing all of
these actions, we have done a much
better job—I would say the best job we
have had in years—of holding down the
number of immigrants in this country.

Like I said, the sad thing is, largely,
this is President Trump acting on his
own while Congress tries to remove the
immigration crisis from the headlines
by spending day after day talking
about impeachment, trying to chase
some rumor down, or maybe somebody
operating under the guidance of a Con-
gressman making charges against
President Trump.

But I will just ask the American pub-
lic to keep their eye on the ball, and
that ball is immigration. We cannot go
back to the days of 100,000 people being
allowed in this country every month.

We have to make sure that the poli-
cies that President Trump has imple-
mented in the last 5 months continue
to be implemented.

We have to demand from Congress ac-
tion on the variety of things that they
should be doing instead of filling up the
press with stories on impeachment.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

——

SENATE BILL REFERRED

A bill of the Senate of the following
title was taken from the Speaker’s
table and, under the rule, referred as
follows:

S. 1678. An Act to express United States
support for Taiwan’s diplomatic alliances
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around the world; to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs; in addition, to the Committee
on Ways and Means for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

———
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. GROTHMAN. Madam Speaker, 1
move that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 2 o’clock and 10 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow, Fri-
day, November 1, 2019, at 1 p.m.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

2810. A letter from the Director, Office of
Legislative Affairs, Federal Deposit Insur-
ance Corporation, transmitting the Corpora-
tion’s final rule — Company-Run Stress
Testing Requirements for FDIC-Supervised
State Nonmember Banks and State Savings
Associations (RIN: 3064-AE84) received Octo-
ber 30, 2019, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to
the Committee on Financial Services.

2811. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
for Export Administration, Bureau of Indus-
try and Security, Department of Commerce,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Restricting Additional Exports and Reex-
ports to Cuba [Docket No.: 191011-0062] (RIN:
0694-AH90) received October 30, 2019, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Foreign Affairs.

2812. A letter from the Wildlife Biologist,
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Department
of the Interior, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s Major final rule — Migratory Bird
Hunting; Seasons and Bag and Possession
Limits for Certain Migratory Game Birds
[Docket No.: FWS-HQ-MB-2018-0030;
FF09M21200-189-FXMB1231099BPP0] (RIN:
1018-BD10) received October 29, 2019, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Natural Resources.

2813. A letter from the Wildlife Biologist,
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Department
of the Interior, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s Major final rule — Migratory Bird
Hunting; Migratory Bird Hunting Regula-
tions on Certain Federal Indian Reservations
and Ceded Lands for the 2019-20 Season
[Docket No.: FWS-HQ-MB-2018-0030;
FF09M21200-189-FXMB1231099BPPO0] (RIN:
1018-BD10) received October 29, 2019, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Natural Resources.

2814. A letter from the Chief, Branch of
Delisting and Foreign Species, Fish and
Wildlife Service, Department of the Interior,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and
Plants; Removing the Foskett Speckled
Dace From the List of Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife [Docket No.: FWS-R1-
ES-2017-0051; FXES11130900000-178-
FF09E42000] (RIN: 1018-BC09) received Octo-
ber 29, 2019, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to
the Committee on Natural Resources.

2815. A letter from the Chief, Branch of
Listing Policy and Support, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, Department of the Interior,
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transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and
Plants; Regulations for Interagency Coopera-
tion [Docket No.: FWS-HQ-ES-2018-0009;
FXES11140900000-189-FF09E300000; Docket
No.: 180207140-8140-01; 4500090023] (RIN: 0648-
BH41; 1018-BC87) received October 29, 2019,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources.

2816. A letter from the National Species
Status Assessment Team Lead, Fish and
Wildlife Service, Department of the Interior,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and
Plants; Endangered Species Status for
Barrens Topminnow [Docket No.: FWS-R4-
ES-2017-0094; 4500030113] (RIN: 1018-BC52) re-
ceived October 29, 2019, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources.

2817. A letter from the Chief, Branch of
Delisting and Foreign Species, Fish and
Wildlife Service, Department of the Interior,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and
Plants; Removing the Kirtland’s Warbler
From the Federal List of Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife [Docket No.: FWS-R3-
ES-2018-0005; FXES11130900000] (RIN: 1018-
BCO01) received October 29, 2019, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources.

2818. A letter from the Chief, Branch of
Delisting and Foreign Species, Fish and
Wildlife Service, Department of the Interior,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and
Plants; Removal of the Monito Gecko
(Sphaerodactylus micropithecus) From the
Federal List of Endangered and Threatened
Wildlife [Docket No.: FWS-R4-ES-2017-0082;
FXES11130900000C2-178-FF09E42000] (RIN:
1018-BBT76) received October 29, 2019, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Natural Resources.

2819. A letter from the Branch Chief, U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service, Department of the
Interior, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Migratory Bird Hunting; Final
Frameworks for Migratory Bird Hunting
Regulations [Docket No.: FWS-HQ-MB-2018-
0030; FF09M21200-189-FXMB1231099BPP0]
(RIN: 1018-BD10) received October 29, 2019,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources.

2820. A letter from the Branch Chief, U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service, Department of the
Interior, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Migratory Bird Permits; Regula-
tions Concerning a Depredation Order [Dock-
et Number: FWS-HQ-MB-2018-0225;
FF09M29000-190-FXMB12320900000] (RIN: 1018-
BBT77) received October 29, 2019, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources.

2821. A letter from the Supervisory Regula-
tions Specialist, Office of Subsistence Man-
agement, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, De-
partment of the Interior, transmitting the
Department’s final rule — Subsistence Man-
agement Regulations for Public Lands in
Alaska-2019-20 and 2020-21 Subsistence Tak-
ing of Fish Regulations [Docket No.: FWS-
R7-SM-2017-0096; FXFR13350700640-190-
FF07J00000; FBMS #4500133004] (RIN: 1018-
BCO06) received October 29, 2019, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources.

2822. A letter from the Supervisory Regula-
tions Specialist, Office of Subsistence Man-
agement, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, De-
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partment of the Interior, transmitting the
Agency’s final rule — Subsistence Manage-
ment Regulations for Public Lands in Alas-
ka-Cook Inlet Area Regulations [Docket No.:
FWS-R7-SM-2018-0003; FXFR13350700640-190-
FF07J00000; FBMS# 4500133005] (RIN: 1018-
BB99) received October 29, 2019, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources.

2823. A letter from the Fish and Wildlife
Administrator, Policy Lead, Wildlife and
Sport Fish Restoration Program, U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, Department of the Inte-
rior, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Financial Assistance: Wildlife Res-
toration, Sport Fish Restoration, Hunter
Education and Safety [Docket No.: FWS-HQ-
WSR-2017-0002; 91400-5110-POLI-7B; 91400-9410-
POLI-7B] (RIN: 1018-BA33) received October
29, 2019, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to
the Committee on Natural Resources.

2824. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s tem-
porary rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Eco-
nomic Zone Off Alaska; Pacific Cod by
Catcher Vessels Less Than 50 Feet Length
Overall Using Hook-and-Line Gear in the
Central Regulatory Area of the Gulf of Alas-
ka [Docket No.: 180831813-9170-02] (RIN: 0648-
XY024) received October 30, 2019, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources.

2825. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s tem-
porary rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Eco-
nomic Zone Off Alaska; Pacific Cod in the
Central Regulatory Area of the Gulf of Alas-
ka [Docket No.: 180831813-9170-02] (RIN: 0648-
XYO047) received October 30, 2019, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources.

2826. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s tem-
porary rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Eco-
nomic Zone Off Alaska; Pacific Cod by Ves-
sels Using Pot Gear in the Central Regu-
latory Area of the Gulf of Alaska [Docket
No.: 180831813-9170-02] (RIN: 0648-XY022) re-
ceived October 30, 2019, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources.

2827. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s tem-
porary rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Eco-
nomic Zone Off Alaska; Reallocation of Atka
Mackerel in the Bering Sea and Aleutian Is-
lands Management Area [Docket No.:
180713633-9174-02] (RIN: 0648-XY040) received
October 30, 2019, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources.

2828. A letter from the Director, Office of
Regulation Policy and Management, Office
of the Secretary, Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Center for Innovation for Care and
Payment (RIN: 2900-AQ56) received October
30, 2019, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

2829. A letter from the Director RMD, RD
Innovation Center, Rural Development, De-
partment of Agriculture, transmitting the
Department’s final rule — Rural Develop-
ment Environmental Regulation for Rural
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