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So we have a choice. We can turn a
blind eye to the horror that is this ad-
ministration’s asylum policy, or we
can answer our colleague, Elijah’s, call
to create a system that stands for jus-
tice. Let’s tear down the Migrant Pro-
tection Protocols. Let’s hire the judges
so that we can efficiently and fairly ad-
judicate asylum claims. Let the asy-
lum claimant live in dignity and give
them back their right to be in this
country while they wait for their cases
to be heard.

If asylum is denied after a fair and
just adjudication, let the claimant
leave this country knowing that the
United States system of government
gave them a fair shake.

If, on the other hand, a claimant is
given refugee status, let’s rally behind
them. Let’s show them what America
is really like. Let’s help them achieve
the American dream. I think that is
what Elijah Cummings would do.

———

CONGRESSIONAL GOLD STAR
FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Oklahoma (Mr. KEVIN HERN) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. KEVIN HERN of Oklahoma. Mr.
Speaker, Oklahoma native, Christopher
Horton, is one of the namesakes of H.
Res. 107 which passed the House yester-
day.

Army Specialist Christopher Horton
served in the Oklahoma National
Guard’s 1st Battalion, 279th Infantry
Regiment, 45th Infantry Brigade.

Horton grew up in Collinsville, OKkla-
homa, and was an exceptional sharp-
shooter. Horton was killed in action on
September 9, 2011, in Afghanistan while
serving in Operation Enduring Free-
dom. His bravery and patriotism are
remembered today as his legacy is en-
shrined 8 years later.

Family members of fallen heroes
hold a special place in our society. The
program started with this legislation
will give family members of our fallen
heroes the unique opportunity to expe-
rience our government up close with a
12-month fellowship in Congress. A
front-row seat to the legislative proc-
ess is a valuable asset to a person de-
ciding where they want to go in their
career. These yearlong fellowships will
allow the family members of our fallen
veterans to become a part of the same
democracy that their loved ones fought
to defend.

Mr. Speaker, I applaud the passage of
this bill and the bipartisan work of my
colleagues, TRENT KELLY and MIKIE
SHERRILL, as well as the tenacious per-
severance of both families of the fallen
soldiers.

———————

HONORING VANESSA WHITING OF
CLEVELAND, OHIO

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from

Ohio (Ms. FUDGE) for 5 minutes.
Ms. FUDGE. Mr. Speaker, today 1

rise to honor Vanessa Whiting of Cleve-
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land, Ohio, the recipient of the 2019
Black Professional of the Year Award.

Ms. Whiting will become the 39th in-
dividual to receive this distinguished
award given by the Black Professionals
Association Charitable Foundation at
their annual scholarship and awards
gala. Each year the organization hon-
ors an African American professional
for their career accomplishments, com-
munity engagement, and civic con-
tributions.

Through her considerable achieve-
ments as an attorney, entrepreneur,
and civic leader, Ms. Whiting is most
deserving of this long overdue recogni-
tion. She embodies the mission of the
Black Professionals Association Chari-
table Foundation, which is to create
opportunities for African American
professionals by providing scholarship,
leadership, and career development.

As president of AES Management and
a Popeyes Louisiana Kitchen
franchisee, Ms. Whiting has made hir-
ing people from her community a pri-
ority, creating employment opportuni-
ties where there are few options.

Ms. Whiting has more than 30 years
of experience as an attorney. Through-
out her law career, she focused her
work on revitalizing struggling neigh-
borhoods and helping small and minor-
ity-owned businesses succeed.

Ms. Whiting has committed her time
and talents to address affordable hous-
ing, the need for community centers,
and other projects in our area designed
to uplift the community and empower
its residents.

Ms. Whiting was recently elected
chair of the MetroHealth Hospital
Board of Trustees where she continues
her work promoting diversity and in-
clusion throughout Cuyahoga County’s
public health system. She has served in
many key board positions in the Cleve-
land community, including the NAACP
Cleveland Branch, the Tri-C Founda-
tion, Karamu House, and the Cleveland
Housing Network Board of Trustees.

Mr. Speaker, I commend Ms. Whiting
for her outstanding contributions to
Ohio’s 11th Congressional District. My
sincere congratulations go to Ms. Whit-
ing on this distinguished accomplish-
ment, and I thank her for her leader-
ship and her service.

———
CLINCH MEMORIAL HOSPITAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. CARTER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Clinch Me-
morial Hospital for being named the
Hometown Health Hospital of the Year
for 2019.

I am proud of the work that Clinch
Memorial Hospital is doing to provide
high-quality care to our rural commu-
nities in the First Congressional Dis-
trict of Georgia. With unique chal-
lenges facing rural healthcare systems
across the Nation, Clinch Memorial
Hospital has met these challenges
head-on and is using groundbreaking
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programs to better the care for individ-
uals in the surrounding rural commu-
nities.

Over the last 2 years, the hospital’s
CEO, Ms. Angela Ammons, has added
new programs to help people with sub-
stance abuse issues, a swing-bed sys-
tem to more efficiently use their re-
sources, and a new wound care unit.
But most importantly, she has nearly
miraculously turned around the hos-
pital’s financials, maintaining the
community’s access to healthcare and
keeping the local economy churning.

Clinch Memorial Hospital is more
than deserving of the Hospital of the
Year Award.

Congratulations,
good work.

NATIONAL PHARMACIST MONTH 2019

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize October as
being National Pharmacist Month 2019.

According to Census data, there are
over 200,000 pharmacists across the
U.S., with another 25,000 pharmacy
aides. Every day these pharmacists are
providing vaccines for a number of ill-
nesses and carefully counseling pa-
tients on prescriptions to help heal
sickness and reduce pain. Through this
work, pharmacists are considered one
of the top three most-trusted profes-
sions in America.

Mr. Speaker, this month, as well as
through the rest of the year, I encour-
age everyone to visit your pharmacist,
ask questions about your prescriptions,
and get to know the people who provide
your medicine and work to keep you
healthy.

As the only pharmacist currently
serving in Congress, I am proud to rec-
ognize the work these individuals are
doing every day to serve their local
communities around the country.

Keep up the good work.

FORTY-DAY PRO LIFE VIGIL

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize all those
participating in the 40 Days for Life
Vigil happening September 25 through
November 3.

For the past 40 days, individuals in
cities across the world have been fast-
ing, praying, campaigning, and holding
a vigil in order to end abortion. In the
First Congressional District of Geor-
gia, Savannahians have been contrib-
uting to the cause through their own
vigil and luncheon. The organization
has helped save 16,000 lives, close 104
abortion centers, and 191 abortion
workers to quit their jobs.

As a medical professional, father, and
grandfather, I believe that every life is
sacred. I cannot thank these individ-
uals enough for their important work.
After the 40 Days for Life Vigil is over,
I hope you will join me in continuing
the fight to save the lives of our chil-
dren.

and keep up the

————
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RECOGNIZING SHEILA McNEILL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. CARTER) for 5 minutes.
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Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Ms. Sheila
McNeill for receiving the 2019 Distin-
guished Civilian Award by the Naval
Submarine League.

Ms. McNeill was the first-ever woman
to win this award, and I could not be
more proud of the work she has done in
the First Congressional District of
Georgia over the last 20 years.

Living in Camden County, near the
Kings Bay Naval Submarine Base, she
has advocated for the U.S. submarine
force at both the national and local
levels, often traveling to Washington
and meeting with dozens of Members of
Congress to keep our submarines at
sea, protecting our Nation.

On one specific occasion, Ms. McNeill
was critical in retaining the Nation’s
first four ballistic missile submarines
by converting them into guided-missile
submarines. Her commitment to the
Armed Forces extends deeply into the
surrounding communities, ensuring
that they maintain close-knit relation-
ships through her work as president of
the Camden Partnership.

Mr. Speaker, I thank and congratu-
late Ms. McNeill for her work in the
First Congressional District of Geor-
gia.

———

HONORING CONGRESSMAN JOHN
CONYERS’ LIFE AND LEGACY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. LEE) for 5 minutes.

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to honor the life and legacy
of the late Congressman John Conyers
and to extend my deepest condolences
to his wife, Monica, his family, chil-
dren, former staff, and the people of
Detroit, who he served so well for more
than 50 years.

Congressman Conyers was a tireless
advocate for racial and economic jus-
tice and an ardent defender of civil
rights. We all owe him a debt of grati-
tude for his unwavering commitment
to pushing our Nation to live up to its
ideals of liberty and justice for all.
That is his legacy.

I met Congressman Conyers during
my time as a staffer to our beloved late
Congressman Ron Dellums, who was
also a cofounder of the Congressional
Black Caucus with Congressman Con-
yers. They were very close friends and
worked together on many issues, in-
cluding the establishment of the Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. Federal holiday. I
always remember staffing the many
meetings with Ron, Congressman Con-
yers, and the legendary Stevie Wonder,
who worked with us as we planned our
outside-inside strategy for the holiday
legislation. And it worked.

John believed in our democracy and
the power of the people. He recognized
that the only way democracy can work
is with the input, vision, and voice of
the people.

Congressman Conyers stood on the
front lines of the fight for so many im-
portant issues during his time in office,
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and he was cosponsor of the Voting
Rights Act of 1965. I probably wouldn’t
be standing here as a Member of Con-
gress had it not been for Congressman
Conyers.

As a cofounder of the Congressional
Black Caucus, he focused the Nation’s
attention on racial inequality and in-
justices faced by African Americans
around the country, from inequity in
education, to poverty, to mass incar-
ceration. He stood up for those who
needed his advocacy the most.

Of course, when Rosa Parks fell on
hard times after refusing to give up her
seat on a segregated Montgomery bus,
in what launched the civil rights move-
ment, John hired her to work in his
district office in Detroit, where she
worked until she retired in 1988.

For more than 30 years, he fought for
H.R. 40, the Commission to Study and
Develop Reparation Proposals for Afri-
can-Americans Act, which calls for a
commission to study reparations for
descendants of enslaved people from
Africa.

Congressman  Conyers, Chairman
Conyers, he was masterful, drawing a
connection between the historical in-
justices faced by African Americans
and the present-day inequities experi-
enced in our communities.

I am so proud to support H.R. 40
today and to continue his work. In his
honor, I hope that my colleagues sup-
port Congresswoman SHEILA JACKSON
LEE’s efforts to take H.R. 40 over the
finish line.

Congressman Conyers was a progres-
sive champion who fought for all of us.
He was an early supporter of single-
payer healthcare. I believe the bill was
H.R. 676, which I was proud to cospon-
sor.

He fought to ensure that every Amer-
ican has access to quality, affordable
healthcare. He fought to protect our
safety net so that folks who needed a
helping hand, no matter their color,
can keep a roof over their heads and
food on the table.

He spoke out vocally against the
Trump administration’s attacks on
civil rights and human rights for peo-
ple of color and the LGBTQ commu-
nity. Indeed, though Congressman Con-
yers represented Detroit, he truly
fought for all Americans and earned his
affectionate name of ‘“‘America’s Con-
gressman.’”’

Also, John formed the Poor People’s
Caucus in the House, where he encour-
aged Members to speak out for the poor
and low-income folks.

In his memory, let us fight for the
most vulnerable Americans. Like our
friend, Congressman Elijah Cummings,
who we recently lost as well, Congress-
man Conyers’ legacy and impact will
live on, though he is no longer with us.
His legacy should continue to inspire
us to keep up the fight for justice and
equality, which he dedicated his life to.

Mr. Speaker, so today, once again, I
offer my condolences to Monica, to
Congressman Conyers’ family and
loved ones, and join them in -cele-
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brating his life and legacy. May he rest
in peace, and may he rest in power.

——
COMMEMORATING OXI DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Iowa (Mr. KING) for 5 minutes.

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, it is
my bprivilege to be recognized to ad-
dress you here on the floor of the
House of Representatives. I rise to
honor, this week, to celebrate what ac-
tually took place on Monday, the 28th
of October, Oxi Day, the 79th anniver-
sary.

I wanted to address this because of
the strong spirit of the Greek people,
who rose up against the Axis Powers 79
years ago this week when a representa-
tive of Hitler’s Axis Powers, who hap-
pened to be the minister from the
Italians, arrived at the residence of the
Greek leader Metaxas and demanded
that they surrender Greece to the
Italians and the Axis forces.

There, Metaxas looked him in the eye
and said, boldly and strongly, ‘‘Oxi,”
which is Greek for ‘‘no.”” That is the
most resounding ‘‘no’’ that I know of in
history, Mr. Speaker. That resounding
“‘no”’ inspired the Greek people.

Within hours, the Italians and the
Axis forces had started their invasion
of Greece, and they were overconfident.
They thought they would waltz in be-
cause they had all kinds of military
firepower, but what they underesti-
mated was the tenacity of the Greek
fighters, their knowledge of the ter-
rain, and defending their own soil.

They were defeated, and the Greeks
chased the Italians back to Italy,
which forced, then, Adolf Hitler to di-
vert five divisions down through
Greece and down through the Balkans
into Greece to put down the—they
called it a revolution or a resurrection.
What it really was, was inspired people
defending their country, the very cra-
dle of democracy. As Hitler diverted
the five divisions down to Greece, he
was already planning the Operation
Barbarossa.

I want the body to know, Mr. Speak-
er, that the original date for the inva-
sion of Russia under Operation Bar-
barossa by Hitler that his Nazi forces
put together was scheduled to be May
12, the following spring. This is late Oc-
tober, the last days of October. So
when he diverted his five divisions
down to suppress what he said was the
resurrection in the Balkans, which was
the Greeks defending the cradle of free-
dom, that delayed his ability to invade
Russia.

This tenacious battle on the part of
the Greeks—now, I should also put it
into context here, that no one expected
such a small nation to derail the
unstoppable Axis forces. They had
watched as the Axis forces had gone
through Cgzechoslovakia and Poland,
Romania and France, and down
through the Balkans. It looked like
those Axis forces were going to sweep
over the world. It didn’t look like there
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