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passage by the United States House of
Representatives.

Mr. Speaker, the horrors of the Ar-
menian genocide can never ever be un-
done. Words alone cannot comfort
those who suffered nor dry the tears of
another mother or grandmother who
has lost her children or grandchildren.
By acknowledging the suffering of the
victims through the official recogni-
tion of the Armenian genocide, we can
at least ensure that future generations
will never ever forget this atrocity to
mankind.

ELECTION INTERFERENCE

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to talk about the growing serious
threat to our democracy and the inter-
ference in elections of foreign adver-
saries. Yes, these things are all related.

With the 2020 elections fast approach-
ing, now is the time to take action by
supporting the SHIELD Act. The
SHIELD Act puts four commonsense
bipartisan reforms to improve our de-
fenses against anyone meddling in our
elections. No one should do that, and
every American should take issue. It
closes loopholes, strengthens reporting
requirements, restricts exchange of in-
formation between campaigns, and lim-
its any involvement with foreign
agents.

As public officials, we raise our hand
to protect and defend the Constitution
of the United States. We must rise to
this occasion to do just that. That is
what we should do as Members of the
House of Representatives. Our con-
stituents expect it from us to ensure
that every vote is counted and that no
one—no foreign source—can meddle in
American elections, ever, as took place
in 2016.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
join with Congresswoman ZOE LOFGREN
and others who have worked very hard
on this important legislation to pass
the SHIELD Act this week. It is the
right thing to do.

———

TELEMEDICINE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to discuss the
importance of telemedicine.

Recently, I had the pleasure of par-
ticipating in a roundtable discussion at
Saint Francis University in Cambria
County, Pennsylvania. Representatives
from the university, Better Care Amer-
ica, University of Pittsburgh Medical
Center, and Highmark, among others,
gathered to share their expertise on
telemedicine and its impact on rural
health.

Telemedicine is an incredibly impor-
tant tool for millions of Americans,
but particularly for those who live in
rural communities. With telemedicine,
we can increase access to care for those
who live far away from a doctor’s office
or hospital.

Of course, this benefit extends be-
yond rural communities. Telemedicine
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is crucial in ensuring older Americans
and those with limited mobility are
able to access quality medical care by
eliminating roadblocks 1like finding
transportation to a doctor’s appoint-
ment. By increasing convenience and
flexibility for patients, it encourages
individuals to take a more proactive
approach in managing their health.

Telemedicine can also have a positive
impact on the health and well-being of
our veterans. Their sacrifice and will-
ingness to dedicate their lives to serve
our country is a debt that we can never
truly repay. The least we can do, how-
ever, is to ensure that they have access
to quality healthcare. This includes
mental health.

Many of our men and women in uni-
form are suffering privately with post-
traumatic stress, depression, anxiety,
brain injuries, and more. The Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs estimates
that roughly 20 veterans commit sui-
cide a day. We must do our part to pre-
vent tragedies like this from hap-
pening.

That is why I introduced H.R. 2123,
the Veterans E-Health and Telemedi-
cine Support Act—or the VETS Act, as
we call it—in 2017, alongside Congress-
woman JULIA BROWNLEY. This bipar-
tisan legislation reduces barriers for
veterans seeking healthcare by remov-
ing burdensome location requirements,
increasing access to care regardless of
where the healthcare professional or
the patient is located.

Prior to the VETS Act’s enactment,
VA doctors could only provide tele-
health services across State lines if
both the veteran and the doctor were
located in Federal facilities. Undoing
this restriction was successful under
the VETS Act’s adoption, and it is just
one way that we can improve access to
telehealth for millions of veterans na-
tionwide.

Prior to the VETS Act, we were able
to do that successfully a number of
years ago with the STEP Act, the Serv-
icemembers’ Telemedicine and E-
Health Portability Act, and it did the
same thing for 1.1 million American he-
roes who are members of our Active-
Duty military, Reserve, and Guard.
The act lifted those same bureaucratic
barriers to expand better access
through telemedicine.

Through innovation and bipartisan
support, we can continue to strengthen
telemedicine care for all Americans.

PASSING USMCA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Nebraska (Mr. SMITH) for 56 minutes.

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to urge my colleagues
to reconsider the unilateral push for-
ward with impeachment. We have im-
portant and timely bipartisan issues to
work on, such as passing USMCA.

Canada and Mexico represent 34 per-
cent of all U.S. exports—by far, our
most important trading partners.

The North American Free Trade
Agreement that we know as NAFTA
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was written more than 25 years ago,
and the world has changed dramati-
cally since its enactment. President
Trump has made the modernization of
trade between our three countries a top
priority and has allowed us the chance
to make some much-needed updates.
USMCA upgrades and modernizes
NAFTA. It will boost our economy, and
it is a win for farmers, producers, and,
definitely, consumers.

We have an opportunity to take ac-
tion on trade, but the work must come
first. It is our constitutional duty to
start this process in the House. Delay-
ing the enactment of USMCA hurts
American jobs, border security, and ag-
riculture, as well as innovation. We
cannot afford to let this opportunity
pass.

Mr. Speaker, let’s begin the work in
the Ways and Means Committee, and
let’s get this done. It is time to pass
USMCA.

———

REMEMBERING ASSISTANT CHIEF
CHRISTIAN JOHNSON

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Washington (Mr. NEWHOUSE) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, today
I rise to honor the life and service of
Assistant Fire Chief Christian Johnson
of Okanogan County Fire District 3.
Chief Johnson recently passed away
due to injuries he sustained while
fighting the Spring Coulee fire in north
central Washington last September.

Mr. Speaker, Chief Johnson is an
American hero. He served our country
honorably, retiring from the Army
after 22 years before joining the fire de-
partment nearly 20 years ago to serve
his local community. His wife, Pam,
described him as selfless, Kind, and al-
ways ready to help someone in need. He
was well-known and well-loved in
Okanogan County, which is clear from
the community’s outpouring of support
in recent weeks.

I encourage all in north central
Washington to pay their respects at
Chief Johnson’s memorial this Thurs-
day, October 24, at 1 p.m. at the
Okanogan County Fairgrounds.

My deepest condolences go out to
Pam and the Johnson family. The peo-
ple of central Washington are eternally
grateful for his selfless service to pro-
tect our communities.

Chief Johnson, may you rest in
peace.

A RENEWED VISION FOR JOB CORPS CIVILIAN

CONSERVATION CENTERS

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to applaud and thank the U.S.
Department of Agriculture and the
U.S. Forest Service for their recent an-
nouncement renewing their commit-
ment and vision to the Job Corps Civil-
ian Conservation Center program.

Operated by the USDA and the For-
est Service, Job Corps Civilian Con-
servation Centers, or CCCs, serve rural
communities across the country by
training the next generation of Amer-
ica’s workforce to carry out a unique
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and particularly important mission:
conserving our Federal lands, miti-
gating fire threats, and suppressing ac-
tive wildfires.

My central Washington district is
home to two of these centers: Columbia
Basin in Moses Lake and Fort Simcoe
in White Swan. At these centers, stu-
dents learn hands-on skills that they
utilize to expand public access to Fed-
eral lands, improve campsites in na-
tional forests throughout Washington
State, and serve as impactful stewards
of our environment.

I have strongly supported and de-
fended Job Corps Civilian Conservation
Centers because I have witnessed first-
hand how these programs act as cata-
lysts for the young people I represent,
giving them a chance to give back to
their community while learning life-
changing skills.

I was sincerely grateful to Secretary
Perdue for committing to work with
me and my colleagues in Congress to
help improve CCC programs across the
country instead of transferring oper-
ations to the Department of Labor ear-
lier this year. Now, with this recent
announcement, Secretary Perdue has
followed through on his word.

Under the Secretary’s direction, For-
est Service Chief Vicki Christiansen
announced a recommitment to Job
Corps CCC students by realigning the
mission of these centers with the For-
est Service’s own motto, which is ““Car-
ing for the Land and Serving People.”

The U.S. Forest Service is uniquely
qualified to administer Civilian Con-
servation Centers, which play a critical
role throughout the United States and
go above and beyond traditional Job
Corps programs. Under this new vision,
these specialized Job Corps programs
will better prepare both urban and
rural youth to become the next genera-
tion of responsible land managers.

The Forest Service has committed to
revamp the CCC’s curriculum to meet
the needs of Forest Service regions
across the United States. Focusing on
regional performance targets will allow
the agency to increase student learning
opportunities while making much-
needed improvements to forest condi-
tions. By strengthening the alumni
network and supporting a pipeline be-
tween CCCs and the Forest Service,
these centers can focus on jobs in for-
estry, firefighting, and conservation,
which are all critical careers through-
out the rural West.

In the words of Chief Christiansen:
“Our Job Corps faculty and students
embody the Forest Service values of
service, interdependence, conservation,
diversity, and safety.”

As I have seen firsthand, these stu-
dents and our public lands deserve this
investment.

So, Mr. Speaker, I thank Secretary
Sonny Perdue and Chief Vicki
Christiansen for their commitment to
rural America, our national lands, and
the students of the Civilian Conserva-
tion Centers.
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RECOGNIZING POLICE OFFICERS
FROM MIDDLETOWN, PENNSYL-
VANIA, FOR THEIR SERVICE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5
minutes.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to recognize four police offi-
cers from Middletown Township, Bucks
County, Pennsylvania. Officers Ryan
Morrison, Christopher Viscardi, Glenn
McPherson, and Robert Compton were
recognized for their service during
three separate cases this year.

On April 5, Officers McPherson and
Viscardi were in Doylestown, Pennsyl-
vania, to attend a court hearing. As
they sat in their vehicle, they noticed
a man threatening to jump from the
top of the Bucks County Justice Center
parking garage. Both officers quickly
jumped into action, and Officer
McPherson calmed the man down while
Officer Viscardi contacted local law en-
forcement for assistance.

On June 16, Officer Compton was able
to track down and detain the suspect
following two gas station robberies by
the same suspect.

On July 2, Officer Morrison noticed a
car tailgating him and flashing high
beams, which initiated a traffic stop.
During that stop, Officer Morrison
found the driver was intoxicated and
the passenger had several warrants and
was in possession of a firearm and nar-
cotics.

Mr. Speaker, because of the actions
of these brave officers and their col-
leagues, Pennsylvania’s First District
is a safer place. We thank these heroes
for their service.
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IN RECOGNITION OF MASON CHANDLER ALLEN

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to honor the life of Mason
Chandler Allen. A fellow native of
Levittown, Pennsylvania, Mason was
an intelligent and thoughtful 11-year-
old boy when he was diagnosed with
osteosarcoma, the most common form
of bone cancer, in late 2015.

Through months of exhaustive chem-
otherapy, physical therapy, and several
surgeries, Mason was never without a
smile or his amazing sense of humor.
He even got to hang out with his foot-
ball idol, Philadelphia KEagles’ star
Darren Sproles, at an Eagles practice,
and later, on the sideline of an Eagles
game.

A year after homeschooling, Mason
came back to school with the aid of
crutches, and was excited to join clubs,
launch the school’s newspaper, and was
soon able to leave the crutches behind.
Following a holiday season surrounded
by his family, the cancer returned in
January of 2017. And on March 11,
Mason lost his battle with cancer.

Soon after, Mason’s family and
friends founded the Mason Chandler
Allen Memorial Foundation to increase
awareness and funding to fight pedi-
atric cancer. On September 28, the
foundation held its third annual Steps
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Towards the Cure Walk in my home-
town of Levittown. This walk benefits
pediatric cancer research funding and
supports quality of life projects for
children and teens who are fighting
cancer.

Mr. Speaker, as long as organizations
like this exist, we can continue the
fight to end childhood cancer forever.

——————

IN HONOR OF FRANK TROUTMAN,
JR.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. CARTER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor Mr. Frank
Troutman, Jr., who passed away on Au-
gust 10 at the age of 84.

A great citizen of the State of Geor-
gia, Mr. Troutman was passionate with
every endeavor he undertook.

In academics, he graduated from the
University of Georgia, earning Phi
Beta Kappa membership, attended the
university’s law school, and remained a
lifelong voracious reader and lover of
history. He was one of the biggest
Georgia Bulldog fans in the State,
making the trip to Pasadena in 1943 to
see the Dawgs play UCLA in the Rose
Bowl.

Mr. Troutman served for 15 years as
president of his family’s Castleberry’s
food Dbusiness, introducing modern
techniques to the company, and mak-
ing it into the business that it is today.
And he was the first Republican elected
to the Richmond County Commission,
being largely responsible for intro-
ducing the Republican Party in the
State of Georgia.

It would be hard to find anyone in
Georgia more passionate about our
State than Mr. Troutman, and I am
thankful to have called him a fellow
Georgian. His family and friends will
be in our thoughts and prayers during
this difficult time.

IN REMEMBRANCE OF JUDGE TOM EDENFIELD

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to remember the life of
Judge Tom Edenfield, who passed away
on Tuesday, October 15, at the age of
80.

Born and raised in Savannah, Geor-
gia, Judge Edenfield made our commu-
nity a better place to live during his
numerous posts in the judicial system.

Only a few examples of his positions
include his work as a special assistant
to the district attorney, creating his
own law firm, and presiding as a mu-
nicipal court judge. Constantly using
his position to help others as a munic-
ipal court judge, he would often sus-
pend sentences in return for individ-
uals attending a house of worship. He
additionally assisted with the county’s
drug court in order to help people re-
claim their lives from substance abuse
problems and avoid incarceration.

Judge Edenfield’s colleagues remem-
ber him as always having a smile on
his face and a bad joke, along with
being a mentor to all members of the
bar. He will be missed throughout our
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