October 16, 2019

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
RoupA) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1833.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

—————

SENIOR CHIEF PETTY OFFICER
SHANNON M. KENT POST OFFICE

Mr. ROUDA. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 21561) to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 7722 South Main Street in Pine
Plains, New York, as the ‘“‘Senior Chief
Petty Officer Shannon M. Kent Post
Office”’.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2151

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SENIOR CHIEF PETTY OFFICER SHAN-
NON M. KENT POST OFFICE.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 7722
South Main Street in Pine Plains, New York,
shall be known and designated as the ‘‘Sen-
ior Chief Petty Officer Shannon M. Kent
Post Office”’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Senior Chief Petty Of-
ficer Shannon M. Kent Post Office”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. ROUDA) and the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. GOSAR) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ROUDA. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend remarks and include
extraneous material on this measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. ROUDA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from New York (Mr.
DELGADO).

Mr. DELGADO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor a true American hero, a
fallen soldier, Senior Chief Petty Offi-
cer Shannon Kent of Pine Plains, New
York, who was killed at the age of 35
on January 16 of this year by a suicide
bombing in Syria during her fifth com-
bat tour in the Middle East.

Senior Chief Kent, a Dutchess Coun-
ty native and Stissing Mountain High
School graduate, was a wife, the moth-
er of two beautiful children, and a can-
cer survivor. She spoke five languages,
including six dialects of Arabic, and de-
ployed with the Navy SEALs to Iraq
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and Afghanistan on four different occa-
sions.

Senior Chief Kent gave the ultimate
sacrifice in service to our country and
will be remembered for her courage and
determination. She was the recipient of
the Bronze Star, the Purple Heart, two
Joint Service Commendation Medals,
the Navy and Marine Corps Commenda-
tion Medal, and the Joint Service
Achievement Medal, to name a few.

In 2016, Senior Chief Kent survived
thyroid cancer and, in 2018, commis-
sioned for a special officer program to
earn a Ph.D. in clinical psychology at
the Uniformed Services University of
Health Sciences.

Because of a flawed DOD policy, she
was found medically unfit to pursue
this degree and, yet, somehow fit
enough to be deployed to Syria. Fol-
lowing this decision, Senior Chief Kent
sought a waiver from the Navy to over-
ride DOD’s finding and, again, was de-
nied.

Prior to her death, Senior Chief Kent
worked tirelessly to change the Navy
and DOD policies that resulted in her
fifth deployment. Due to her work, the
Navy has made positive changes to its
waiver policy, in Senior Chief Kent’s
honor. I remain hopeful the DOD will
follow in the Navy’s footsteps.

Today, I urge the House to pass H.R.
2151 to create a memorial for Senior
Chief Petty Officer Shannon Kent in
Dutchess County and name the post of-
fice at 7722 South Main Street in Pine
Plains, New York, the Senior Chief
Petty Officer Shannon M. Kent Post
Office.

Senior Chief Kent’s memory will live
on because she defined what true serv-
ice means. Honoring Senior Chief Kent
in this permanent way will serve as a
daily reminder of her heroism and sac-
rifice.

Senior Chief Kent is survived by her
husband, retired Chief Warrant Officer
Joseph Kent, and their two young sons.
My thoughts remain with her children,
husband, and the rest of her family and
friends.

I urge my colleagues to make this
bill law to honor her life and legacy.

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
2151. This bill names a post office lo-
cated in Pine Plains, New York, in
honor of Senior Chief Petty Officer
Shannon M. Kent.

After high school, Petty Officer Kent
chose to serve her country, enlisting in
the Navy. She discovered a talent for
picking up new languages at the De-
fense Language Institute. After she
graduated, she joined the Navy’s
cryptologic warfare unit.

Between 2007 and 2012, Petty Officer
Kent was deployed to Iraq three times
and once to Afghanistan.

In 2018, she was deployed to Syria,
where she provided intelligence on
leaders of the Islamic State to the Na-
tional Security Agency.

On January 16 of this year, Petty Of-
ficer Kent was tragically killed in a
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suicide bombing in Manbij, Syria. She
was only 35 years old, a mother of two
boys.

For her bravery, Petty Officer Kent
was the recipient of numerous honors,
including the Bronze Star, the Purple
Heart, and multiple commendation
medals. Her life was cut short, but her
service to our country will not be for-
gotten.

I urge my colleagues to support this
legislation, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. ROUDA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
RoUDA) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2151.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

ELIZABETH BUFFUM CHACE POST
OFFICE

Mr. ROUDA. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 2451) to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 575 Dexter Street in Central
Falls, Rhode Island, as the ‘‘Elizabeth
Buffum Chace Post Office’’.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2451

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. ELIZABETH BUFFUM CHACE POST
OFFICE.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 575
Dexter Street in Central Falls, Rhode Island,
shall be known and designated as the ‘“Eliza-
beth Buffum Chace Post Office”.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Elizabeth Buffum
Chace Post Office”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. ROUDA) and the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. GOSAR) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ROUDA. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on this
measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. ROUDA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Rhode Island (Mr.
CICILLINE).

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding.
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Mr. Speaker, I am honored to stand
before you today to memorialize the
remarkable life and legacy of Elizabeth
Buffum Chace, a leader of the aboli-
tionist and suffrage movements in
Rhode Island, by naming a post office
in her honor in the city of Central
Falls.

Born in 1806, Elizabeth Buffum Chace
was raised by Quaker parents out-
spoken about their opposition to slav-
ery, often harboring fugitive slaves in
their home seeking refuge in Rhode Is-
land. Elizabeth soon became an activist
herself, passing around petitions, orga-
nizing groups of abolitionists, and even
later opening her own home as a sta-
tion in the Underground Railroad.

Chace spent most of her life in
Smithfield, Rhode Island, and was
steadfast in her dedication to advanc-
ing women’s rights, prison reform, and
the abolitionist movement. She be-
came known as the Conscience of
Rhode Island for her passion for cre-
ating social change and her leadership
in the face of adversity.

During her later years, she settled
down with her husband in Valley Falls,
near the present-day city of Central
Falls.

She was committed to bettering the
lives of others, serving as president of
the Rhode Island Women’s Suffrage As-
sociation, and helped organize a Fe-
male Anti-Slavery Society in Massa-
chusetts. She also served on the La-
dies’ Board of Visitors to the Penal and
Correctional Institutions of the State,
which examined conditions in the
State prison.

Chace’s tireless, lifelong activism
embodies the best of Rhode Island’s
values and remains an inspiration for
progress still to come.

Elizabeth Buffum Chace continued
fighting for women’s rights and prison
reform in her later years. She eventu-
ally passed away on December 12, 1899,
and was buried in Providence, Rhode
Island. Her legacy was memorialized in
2002, when a bronze bust of Chace was
displayed at the Rhode Island State
House, the first woman to receive this
honor, in recognition of her extraor-
dinary accomplishments.

The dedication of the Central Falls
Post Office will serve to commemorate
her impact and advocacy for women,
children, and communities of color.
Her legacy lives on today through the
Elizabeth Buffum Chace Center, found-
ed in 1977 by the Warwick Junior
League Women’s Club to serve as a
shelter offering support and services
for women and children suffering from
domestic violence.

Rhode Island has been forever
changed by Elizabeth Buffum Chace
and her life’s work creating social
change. She was a legendary suffragist
and abolitionist in the 19th century,
and her importance to the State of
Rhode Island should be honored by
dedicating the Central Falls Post Of-
fice in her name.

I am proud to have had the oppor-
tunity to honor such an icon as Eliza-
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beth Buffum Chace. I would like to ex-
tend my gratitude for the support from
my friend and colleague Congressman
JIM LANGEVIN and also to thank the
mayor of the city of Central Falls,
Mayor James Diossa, who generated
this idea, for his leadership.

I urge my colleagues to support this
legislation.

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
2451, introduced by my friend, Rep-
resentative DAVID CICILLINE. This bill
names a post office located in Central
Falls, Rhode Island, in honor of Eliza-
beth Buffum Chace.

Ms. Chace was born to a Quaker fam-
ily in 1806 in Providence, Rhode Island.
She would spend her life as a civil
rights activist and eventually be
known as the Conscience of Rhode Is-
land.

She played a crucial role in the anti-
slavery movement. She opened her
home as a stop on the Underground
Railroad and was a key organizer for
the abolitionists.

Ms. Chace was also a fierce advocate
for women’s rights and served as the
president of the Rhode Island Women’s
Suffrage Association.

I urge my colleagues to support this
legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. ROUDA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
RoupA) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2451.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

JOSE RAMOS POST OFFICE
BUILDING

Mr. ROUDA. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3144) to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 8520 Michigan Avenue in Whit-
tier, California, as the ‘‘Jose Ramos
Post Office Building”’.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3144

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. JOSE RAMOS POST OFFICE BUILD-

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 8520
Michigan Avenue in Whittier, California,
shall be known and designated as the ‘‘Jose
Ramos Post Office Building”’.

(b) REFERENCES.—AnNy reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Jose Ramos Post Of-
fice Building”’.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. ROUDA) and the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. GOSAR) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ROUDA. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on this
measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. ROUDA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as she may consume to the
gentlewoman from California (Ms.
SANCHEZ).

Ms. SANCHEZ. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my colleague from California for yield-
ing me time.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to support H.R.
3144, a bill to designate the United
States Postal Service Facility located
at 8520 Michigan Avenue in Whittier,
California, as the Jose Ramos Post Of-
fice Building.

Jose Guadalupe Ramos was born Sep-
tember 17, 1948, in East Los Angeles. He
enlisted in the Army in 1965, while he
was a sophomore at Garfield High
School.

Mr. Ramos served this country in
Vietnam as an Army combat medic,
often risking his own life caring for
others. Mr. Ramos was wounded in
Vietnam and was awarded the Purple
Heart.

Upon returning home, he was diag-
nosed with post-traumatic stress dis-
order, yet his passion and commitment
to our country and his fellow service-
members didn’t end.

Many of our veterans at the time
found themselves caught in and con-
fused by the crossfire of the public de-
bate over the war in Vietnam. At
times, some faced sharp criticism and
isolation. Mr. Ramos saw this and de-
cided that he was going to do some-
thing about it.

He dedicated his time delivering a
message of his experience and those of
his fellow veterans to all those who
would listen, traveling to universities,
schools, and prisons to carry this mes-
sage.

He undertook a grueling cross-coun-
try bicycle trek to draw attention to
and advocate for the long overdue
“‘welcome home’” that Vietnam vet-
erans never received.
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I was honored to work with Mr.
Ramos and the Welcome Home Viet-
nam Veterans organization that he
helped found. At his urging, I used the
resources of my office to advocate for a
national Welcome Home Vietnam Vet-
erans Day. In our years of working to-
gether in this cause, I had a true friend
and a partner in that effort. Mr.
Ramos’ passion inspired many.
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