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This legislation supports and builds 

upon that plan, authorizing activities 
at the White House Office of Science 
and Technology Policy and the Na-
tional Science Foundation. 

The U.S. invests over $1 billion a 
year in Federal STEM education pro-
grams, but we have not made enough 
progress in growing a STEM-capable 
workforce. One of the key provisions of 
H.R. 2528 is a requirement for more 
comprehensive data collection and 
analysis on the students, researchers, 
and faculty receiving Federal science 
grants. 

This data will help us identify and re-
duce the barriers that prevent under-
represented groups from entering and 
advancing in STEM. It will also help us 
measure the success of Federal STEM 
programs. 

The bill also includes a provision di-
recting NSF to support computer 
science education through the existing 
Tribal Colleges and Universities Pro-
gram. 

Access to computer science resources 
and the development of computing 
skills is critical in today’s economy. 
STEM employment in the U.S. con-
tinues to grow faster than any other 
sector. Employers in all sectors, in-
cluding agriculture, energy, 
healthcare, and defense, are desperate 
for workers with STEM skills. In order 
to meet this demand, the development 
of talent from all groups is essential. 

H.R. 2528 takes important steps to 
ensure we are fully engaging America’s 
entire talent pool and maintaining our 
global leadership in science and tech-
nology. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to support this bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 4 
minutes to the gentlewoman from 
Puerto Rico (Miss GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN). 

Miss GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN of Puerto 
Rico. Mr. Speaker, I thank the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma (Mr. LUCAS), 
the ranking member, and the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JOHNSON), the 
chairwoman, for introducing this great 
bill. 

Today, I rise in strong support of 
H.R. 2528, the Science, Technology, En-
gineering and Mathematics Opportuni-
ties Act, introduced by those two great 
colleagues. 

STEM fields provide a great oppor-
tunity for academic and professional 
advancement. According to the Depart-
ment of Commerce, STEM occupations 
are projected to grow by close to 9 per-
cent, compared to approximately 6 per-
cent for non-STEM occupations. 

b 1315 

On average, students with a STEM 
degree are expected to have greater job 
prospects and to earn close to 12 per-
cent more in wages than their non- 
STEM counterparts. 

We should expect this growing trend 
to continue, and, therefore, we need to 

ensure we bolster STEM capabilities in 
education and in the workforce to meet 
the demand for STEM professionals 
and remain at the forefront of sci-
entific endeavors. 

H.R. 2528 helps guarantee that the 
STEM community is diverse and rep-
resentative of women, minorities, rural 
students, students with disabilities, 
and other underrepresented groups. 

Specifically, this bill directs the Of-
fice of Science and Technology Policy 
to develop best practices on how to 
support STEM researchers who are also 
caregivers, how to best reduce the im-
pact of bias in the review of grant pro-
posals, and how to better identify cul-
tural and institutional barriers at 
science agencies and Federal labs. 

It also requires Federal science agen-
cies to collect demographic informa-
tion on grant proposals, awards, and 
faculty, and it directs the National 
Science Foundation to support the re-
search and dissemination of best prac-
tices to increase recruitment, reten-
tion, and advancement of underrep-
resented groups in STEM degree pro-
grams and research careers. 

Puerto Rico has a strong STEM aca-
demic and professional sector as well. 
We even created a caucus with univer-
sities—the Arecibo Observatory, among 
others—to help bolster this area. I, my-
self, graduated from a STEM school. 
We have remarkable STEM students 
and researchers who are engaged with 
their communities and are ready to 
contribute to their fields by producing 
innovative work for the benefit of the 
island and for the Nation. 

The objectives of this bill are key to 
increasing the scope of the scientific 
population and meeting the current de-
mands and challenges in STEM. 

I am a proud cosponsor of this bill, 
and I would like to thank Chairwoman 
JOHNSON and Ranking Member LUCAS 
for their leadership, not just in this 
area, but on many other important 
issues, and I encourage my colleagues 
to vote in favor. 

I would also like to thank them for 
their leadership on the Committee on 
Science, Space, and Technology and for 
helping me and helping us harness the 
capabilities of the Federal Government 
for the advancement of science and 
technology on behalf of the American 
people. 

Unfortunately, I will be parting with 
the committee. However, I look for-
ward to working with my colleagues on 
both sides of the aisle on science and 
many other issues in the future. 

I commend them both and their 
staffs for all their assistance during 
these months, and I wish them all the 
best as they continue their great work. 
I really enjoyed my stay with that 
committee. 

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time. 

First, let me take a moment to note 
that the gentlewoman from Puerto 
Rico will indeed be missed on the 
Science, Space, and Technology Com-
mittee. 

The Committee on Science, Space, 
and Technology—and I think I can say 
this about the beloved chair—is a com-
mittee that still reflects many of the 
traditions of this House: working to-
gether for the common good, trying to 
drive this great Nation and all of our 
good citizens forward. 

So, hopefully, at some future time, 
the gentlewoman from Puerto Rico will 
have the opportunity to come rejoin 
us, and I look forward to that very day. 

That said, in my closing remarks, I 
would like to thank Chairwoman JOHN-
SON and her staff for working in a bi-
partisan fashion on this legislation and 
for incorporating our feedback and 
ideas. I look forward to continuing to 
work with her to advance STEM edu-
cation efforts in this Congress that will 
support, encourage, and develop the 
next generation of STEM workers. 

Maintaining our global leadership in 
science and technology is critical to 
our economic and national security. 
We will not be able to lead without a 
STEM-capable workforce for the 21st 
century. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all my colleagues 
to support H.R. 2528, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise to close and simply request that 
all Members support this bill. It is a 
bill that we need for the Nation and for 
our Nation’s future in innovation, in 
order to maintain any activity on the 
world stage in innovation. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms. 
JOHNSON) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2528, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

SOUTH FLORIDA CLEAN COASTAL 
WATERS ACT OF 2019 

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I move to suspend the rules and pass 
the bill (H.R. 335) to require the Inter- 
Agency Task Force on Harmful Algal 
Blooms and Hypoxia to develop a plan 
for reducing, mitigating, and control-
ling harmful algal blooms and hypoxia 
in South Florida, and for other pur-
poses, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 335 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘South Flor-
ida Clean Coastal Waters Act of 2019’’. 
SEC. 2. SOUTH FLORIDA HARMFUL ALGAL 

BLOOMS AND HYPOXIA ASSESSMENT 
AND ACTION PLAN. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Harmful Algal Bloom 
and Hypoxia Research and Control Act of 
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1998 (Public Law 105–383; 33 U.S.C. 4001 et 
seq.) is amended— 

(1) by redesignating sections 605 through 
609 as sections 606 through 610, respectively; 
and 

(2) by inserting after section 604 the fol-
lowing: 
‘‘SEC. 605. SOUTH FLORIDA HARMFUL ALGAL 

BLOOMS AND HYPOXIA. 
‘‘(a) SOUTH FLORIDA.—In this section, the 

term ‘South Florida’ means— 
‘‘(1) all lands and waters within the admin-

istrative boundaries of the South Florida 
Water Management District; 

‘‘(2) regional coastal waters, including Bis-
cayne Bay, the Caloosahatchee Estuary, 
Florida Bay, and Indian River Lagoon; and 

‘‘(3) the Florida Reef Tract. 
‘‘(b) INTEGRATED ASSESSMENT.—Not later 

than 540 days after the date of enactment of 
the South Florida Clean Coastal Waters Act 
of 2019, the Task Force, in accordance with 
the authority under section 603, shall com-
plete and submit to Congress and the Presi-
dent an interim integrated assessment. Not 
later than 3 years after such date of enact-
ment, the Task Force shall finalize, and sub-
mit to Congress and the President, such as-
sessment. Such assessment shall examine 
the causes, consequences, and potential ap-
proaches to reduce harmful algal blooms and 
hypoxia in South Florida, and the status of, 
and gaps within, current harmful algal 
bloom and hypoxia research, monitoring, 
management, prevention, response, and con-
trol activities that directly affect the region 
by— 

‘‘(1) Federal agencies; 
‘‘(2) State agencies; 
‘‘(3) regional research consortia; 
‘‘(4) academia; 
‘‘(5) private industry; 
‘‘(6) nongovernmental organizations; and 
‘‘(7) Indian tribes (as defined in section 4 of 

the Indian Self-Determination and Edu-
cation Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 5304)). 

‘‘(c) ACTION PLAN.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 3 years 

and 6 months after the date of the enactment 
of the South Florida Clean Coastal Waters 
Act of 2019, the Task Force shall develop and 
submit to Congress a plan, based on the inte-
grated assessment under subsection (b), for 
reducing, mitigating, and controlling harm-
ful algal blooms and hypoxia in South Flor-
ida. 

‘‘(2) CONTENTS.—The plan submitted under 
paragraph (1) shall— 

‘‘(A) address the monitoring needs identi-
fied in the integrated assessment under sub-
section (b); 

‘‘(B) develop a timeline and budgetary re-
quirements for deployment of future assets; 

‘‘(C) identify requirements for the develop-
ment and verification of South Florida 
harmful algal bloom and hypoxia models, in-
cluding— 

‘‘(i) all assumptions built into the models; 
and 

‘‘(ii) data quality methods used to ensure 
the best available data are utilized; and 

‘‘(D) propose a plan to implement a remote 
monitoring network and early warning sys-
tem for alerting local communities in the re-
gion to harmful algal bloom risks that may 
impact human health. 

‘‘(3) REQUIREMENTS.—In developing the ac-
tion plan, the Task Force shall— 

‘‘(A) consult with the State of Florida, and 
affected local and tribal governments; 

‘‘(B) consult with representatives from re-
gional academic, agricultural, industry, and 
other stakeholder groups; 

‘‘(C) ensure that the plan complements and 
does not duplicate activities conducted by 
other Federal or State agencies, including 
the South Florida Ecosystem Restoration 
Task Force; 

‘‘(D) identify critical research for reducing, 
mitigating, and controlling harmful algal 
bloom events and their effects; 

‘‘(E) evaluate cost-effective, incentive- 
based partnership approaches; 

‘‘(F) ensure that the plan is technically 
sound and cost-effective; 

‘‘(G) utilize existing research, assessments, 
reports, and program activities; 

‘‘(H) publish a summary of the proposed 
plan in the Federal Register at least 180 days 
prior to submitting the completed plan to 
Congress; and 

‘‘(I) after submitting the completed plan to 
Congress, provide biennial progress reports 
on the activities toward achieving the objec-
tives of the plan.’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT AND CORREC-
TION.—The table of contents in section 2 of 
the Coast Guard Authorization Act of 1998 
(Public Law 105–383) is amended by striking 
the items relating to title VI and inserting 
the following new items: 

‘‘TITLE VI—HARMFUL ALGAL BLOOMS 
AND HYPOXIA 

‘‘Sec. 601. Short title. 
‘‘Sec. 602. Findings. 
‘‘Sec. 603. Assessments. 
‘‘Sec. 603A. National Harmful Algal Bloom 

and Hypoxia Program. 
‘‘Sec. 603B. Comprehensive research plan 

and action strategy. 
‘‘Sec. 604. Northern Gulf of Mexico hypoxia. 
‘‘Sec. 605. South Florida harmful algal 

blooms and hypoxia. 
‘‘Sec. 606. Great Lakes hypoxia and harmful 

algal blooms. 
‘‘Sec. 607. Protection of States’ Rights. 
‘‘Sec. 608. Effect on other Federal authority. 
‘‘Sec. 609. Definitions. 
‘‘Sec. 610. Authorization of appropriations.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Texas (Ms. JOHNSON) and the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma (Mr. LUCAS) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Texas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 

I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to include extraneous mate-
rial on H.R. 335, the bill under consid-
eration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 

I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of H.R. 335, the South Florida Clean 
Coastal Waters Act of 2019. 

I want to thank the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. MAST) for introducing this 
bill and for his commitment to this im-
portant issue. 

South Florida has been suffering 
from economically and ecologically 
costly blooms of harmful algae in both 
its marine and freshwater systems for 
years, and it continues to get worse. 
Last year, south Florida was plagued 
with one of the most severe harmful 
algal bloom, or HABs, events on record. 

Simultaneous toxic red tide and mas-
sive freshwater blue-green algae 
blooms choked waterways and coast-
lines. This caused a mass mortality of 

wildlife, including, dolphins, manatees, 
and sea turtles. Hundreds of tons of 
dead fish washed up on the shores. 

Beyond the millions of dollars of lost 
revenue for businesses, red tide and 
other HABs also pose health risks to 
humans from direct exposure and from 
eating infected seafood. 

Low oxygen, known as hypoxia, can 
result when the algae die, sink to the 
bottom of the water bodies, and decay. 
It is a problem in the Gulf of Mexico 
‘‘dead zone’’ and is a growing problem 
along coastlines where HABs persist. 

The South Florida Clean Coastal 
Waters Act authorizes a scientific as-
sessment and action plan to help ad-
dress the problem of HABs and hypoxia 
in south Florida. 

The assessment and action plan will 
be conducted by the interagency Harm-
ful Algal Bloom and Hypoxia Research 
and Control Task Force, led by NOAA 
and the EPA. This task force re-
searches, monitors, addresses, and 
mitigates HABs and hypoxia. 

The assessment and action plan will 
help identify research gaps and de-
tailed methods for mitigating and con-
trolling HABs and hypoxia in south 
Florida. These documents will help 
serve as a blueprint for Federal, State, 
and local decisionmakers and other 
stakeholders to coordinate actions to 
reduce the HABs and hypoxia in the re-
gion. 

Mr. Speaker, this bill takes an im-
portant step in helping address the 
HABs and hypoxia issue in south Flor-
ida. I strongly support this good, bipar-
tisan bill, and I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of Rep-
resentative MAST’s bill, H.R. 335, the 
South Florida Clean Coastal Waters 
Act of 2019. 

This bill tasks the interagency task 
force on harmful algal blooms and hy-
poxia to provide an integrated assess-
ment on the causes and consequences 
of HABs, along with potential mitiga-
tion options in south Florida. 

Additionally, the task force will look 
at the current status of research and 
identify gaps in research, monitoring, 
and management efforts. This will lead 
to the development of an action plan 
for reducing, mitigating, and control-
ling HABs and hypoxia. 

Although this bill is focused on the 
south Florida region, these harmful 
algal blooms have become an environ-
mental problem in all 50 States, even 
in the freshwater of landlocked States 
like Oklahoma. 

With the passage of this legislation, 
we will gain more knowledge of the 
dangers associated with HABs as well 
as potential mitigation strategies that 
could be applied to every State and re-
gion. 

I want to thank Representative MAST 
and Representative WALTZ for encour-
aging this interagency collaboration to 
conduct research that will protect our 
environment and health. 
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Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 

support this bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentleman from Florida 
(Mr. MAST), who has worked so dili-
gently on this bill. 

Mr. MAST. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
gentleman for yielding; I thank the 
gentlewoman for her support; and I 
thank the committee for their work on 
this piece of legislation. 

Now, HABHRCA is what we are talk-
ing about here. That is what a lot of 
people know it as. 

Since 1998 and the creation of 
HABHRCA, the Harmful Algal Bloom 
and Hypoxia Research and Control 
Amendments Act, this interagency 
task force has done incredible work in 
different areas across the country, and 
they have done incredible work by 
working collaboratively across a num-
ber of different agencies. 

Whether you are talking about the 
Department of Commerce, Interior, 
HHS, CDC, EPA, and looping in there 
the Corps of Engineers, the work has 
been outstanding, and it is what is 
needed: collaborative efforts to go out 
there and research and find real re-
sults, mitigate the occurrences of these 
harmful algal blooms and hypoxia, and 
do this in waterways across our Nation. 

Now, H.R. 335, the South Florida 
Clean Coastal Waters Act of 2019, fo-
cuses that interagency capability on 
the Nation’s most devastating example 
of harmful algal blooms and hypoxia to 
date: those that have occurred in the 
south Florida area. 

It truly is an environmental emer-
gency that, unfortunately, many have 
witnessed on the news and seen in 
other places, and it has been a result of 
what has happened for almost a cen-
tury: The U.S. Government has em-
barked on a piecemeal compilation of 
infrastructure projects across Florida 
that really contorted and misshaped 
the natural waterways of Florida. 

Now, decades ago, it was realized 
that this patchwork of uncoordinated 
and often very conflicting flows of 
water design resulted in toxic con-
centrations of nutrients in one area or 
the elimination of natural filtration 
systems that used to purify the waters 
of Florida. So south Florida, today, is 
now riddled with environmental catas-
trophes from north to south, like 
harmful algal blooms, red tide, and hy-
poxia, these toxic overgrowths from 
these ecological disasters. 

We have seen far too many of the 
devastating effects: massive fish kills 
around the Florida peninsula, carcasses 
of whale sharks, dolphins, manatee, 
millions of pounds of sea life washing 
up on our shores, results of deaths of 
many other animals, and, unfortu-
nately, unknown health effects to hu-
mans that come in contact with this. 

Now, a couple important factors that 
have played into this: 

In July, the Corps of Engineers testi-
fied that, for decades, it had knowingly 

discharged enormous quantities of 
toxic, harmful algal bloom-laden water 
from the 730-square-mile lake in the 
middle of south Florida, Lake Okee-
chobee, and one of those toxins that 
makes up harmful algal blooms that is 
so dangerous: cyanobacteria. 

After many requests, the EPA, this 
year, made a report that said harmful 
algal blooms that had cyanobacteria of 
over 8 parts per billion, humans should 
not come in contact with. 

To put that into perspective, we were 
having discharges of these kinds of 
algal blooms to the tune of 495 parts 
per billion last summer, so very, very 
serious health risks going on there. 

b 1330 

They crippled the economy. They 
crippled small businesses. Tourism, 
fisheries, those things get destroyed. It 
devastates, obviously, the environ-
ment. It creates dying ecosystems. 

It is in that that I thank the com-
mittee for their support on this be-
cause it is very serious to our commu-
nity. 

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentleman from Florida 
(Mr. WALTZ), a member of the Science, 
Space, and Technology Committee who 
also is very focused on these issues. 

Mr. WALTZ. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
my delegation colleague, Congressman 
MAST, for drafting this important bill, 
the South Florida Clean Coastal 
Waters Act of 2019, to address the HABs 
problem, the harmful algal blooms, and 
improve water quality in Florida. 

I also thank Senator RUBIO for intro-
ducing the Senate companion, and I 
give credit to my predecessor in Con-
gress, now-Governor DeSantis, for 
prioritizing clean water at the State 
level. 

Red tides and green algae have 
plagued Florida in recent years. As we 
have discussed here today, it impacts 
Lake Okeechobee, the Everglades, In-
dian River Lagoon in my district, and 
both of Florida’s coasts. 

Last Congress, the Interagency Task 
Force on HABs was reauthorized, which 
was a very important step. This bill en-
sures that the task force will produce 
an integrated assessment on the 
causes, consequences, and approaches 
to reduce HABs; identify the current 
gaps in research; and, very impor-
tantly, produce an action plan to deal 
with it. 

The focus of the task force is the Ev-
erglades, and the health of the Ever-
glades impacts water quality across 
the State. 

The scope of the introduced version 
for H.R. 335 attempted to take this into 
account by including ‘‘contiguous 
coastal near-shore water’’ in the defini-
tion of eligible waterways. However, 
‘‘contiguous’’ could be interpreted by 
the task force—this was my concern— 
in any number of ways, potentially ex-
cluding the northern reaches of the In-
dian River Lagoon. 

The entire Indian River Lagoon is 
part of the National Estuary Program, 

and the southern section is an Army 
Corps of Engineers authorized reservoir 
included in the Comprehensive Ever-
glades Restoration Plan. 

According to the Army Corps, Indian 
River Lagoon is ‘‘home to more than 
3,000 species of plants and animals’’ and 
‘‘considered the most biologically di-
verse estuarine system in the conti-
nental United States.’’ 

This dynamic ecosystem is sensitive. 
It is important to the environment for 
those reasons, but critically, it is also 
important to our economy. A 2016 eco-
nomic valuation study found that the 
output of the lagoon is about $7.6 bil-
lion annually. 

For these reasons, it is the right 
thing to do to ensure the Interagency 
HABs Task Force includes the entire 
lagoon. 

In coordination with Congressman 
MAST, I offered a management amend-
ment in the Science, Space, and Tech-
nology Committee markup that lists 
the entire Indian River Lagoon in the 
definition of waterways to be included 
in this bill. 

We are not just seeing HABs in 
southern Florida. It is now spreading 
to other parts of my district and all 
parts of Florida. We have already seen 
blue-green algae in the St. Johns River 
and even spreading into our springs. 
Protecting the springs in central Flor-
ida is an ongoing effort. 

It is for this reason that the task 
force’s integrated assessment is so im-
portant. It will improve water quality 
management and prevent harmful algal 
blooms across the entire lagoon. 

Moving forward, the Congress should 
examine the Clean Water State Revolv-
ing Fund allotment formula, which has 
not been updated since 1987. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield the 
gentleman an additional 1 minute. 

Mr. WALTZ. Importantly, in 2018, 
Florida received the third lowest allot-
ment per capita, according to the EPA, 
yet it has the third most significant in-
frastructure needs in the country. This 
is unacceptable, particularly for a pro-
gram so important in a State where 
water is so critical to our way of life. 

I thank Congressman LUCAS. I again 
thank Congressman MAST for his work 
on HABs and this important legislation 
before us today. 

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 335 provides crit-
ical research on the harmful algal 
blooms and hypoxia in southern Flor-
ida and will develop an action plan to 
mitigate and control this environ-
mental threat. 

I thank Representative MAST, and 
my Science, Space, and Technology 
Committee colleague, Representative 
WALTZ, for their leadership on this bill. 
I strongly encourage all of my col-
leagues to support this bipartisan leg-
islation. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:09 Sep 27, 2019 Jkt 089060 PO 00000 Frm 00020 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K26SE7.033 H26SEPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

B
B

X
C

H
B

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H8013 September 26, 2019 
Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 

I yield myself the balance of my time. 
I simply urge the passage of H.R. 335, 

and I thank all the staff, as well, for 
the bipartisan support of this bill. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms. 
JOHNSON) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 335, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

CYBERSECURITY VULNERABILITY 
REMEDIATION ACT 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 3710) to amend the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002 to provide for the 
remediation of cybersecurity vulnera-
bilities, and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3710 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Cybersecu-
rity Vulnerability Remediation Act’’. 
SEC. 2. CYBERSECURITY VULNERABILITIES. 

Section 2209 of the Homeland Security Act 
of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 659) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) in paragraph (5), by striking ‘‘and’’ 

after the semicolon at the end; 
(B) by redesignating paragraph (6) as para-

graph (7); and 
(C) by inserting after paragraph (5) the fol-

lowing new paragraph: 
‘‘(6) the term ‘cybersecurity vulnerability’ 

has the meaning given the term ‘security 
vulnerability’ in section 102 of the Cyberse-
curity Information Sharing Act of 2015 (6 
U.S.C. 1501); and’’. 

(2) in subsection (c)— 
(A) in paragraph (5)— 
(i) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘and’’ 

after the semicolon at the end; 
(ii) by redesignating subparagraph (B) as 

subparagraph (C); 
(iii) by inserting after subparagraph (A) 

the following new subparagraph: 
‘‘(B) sharing mitigation protocols to 

counter cybersecurity vulnerabilities pursu-
ant to subsection (n); and’’; and 

(iv) in subparagraph (C), as so redesig-
nated, by inserting ‘‘and mitigation proto-
cols to counter cybersecurity vulnerabilities 
in accordance with subparagraph (B)’’ before 
‘‘with Federal’’; 

(B) in paragraph (7)(C), by striking ‘‘shar-
ing’’ and inserting ‘‘share’’; and 

(C) in paragraph (9), by inserting ‘‘mitiga-
tion protocols to counter cybersecurity 
vulnerabilities,’’ after ‘‘measures,’’; 

(3) in subsection (e)(1)(G), by striking the 
semicolon after ‘‘and’’ at the end; and 

(4) by adding at the end the following new 
subsection: 

‘‘(n) PROTOCOLS TO COUNTER CYBERSECU-
RITY VULNERABILITIES.—The Director may, 
as appropriate, identify, develop, and dis-
seminate actionable protocols to mitigate 
cybersecurity vulnerabilities, including in 
circumstances in which such vulnerabilities 

exist because software or hardware is no 
longer supported by a vendor.’’. 
SEC. 3. REPORT ON CYBERSECURITY 

VULNERABILITIES. 
(a) REPORT.—Not later than one year after 

the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Director of the Cybersecurity and Infrastruc-
ture Security Agency of the Department of 
Homeland Security shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security of the House of 
Representatives and the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs of the Senate a report on how the Agen-
cy carries out subsection (m) of section 2209 
of the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to co-
ordinate vulnerability disclosures, including 
disclosures of cybersecurity vulnerabilities 
(as such term is defined in such section), and 
subsection (n) of such section (as added by 
section 2) to disseminate actionable proto-
cols to mitigate cybersecurity 
vulnerabilities, that includes the following: 

(1) A description of the policies and proce-
dures relating to the coordination of vulner-
ability disclosures. 

(2) A description of the levels of activity in 
furtherance of such subsections (m) and (n) 
of such section 2209. 

(3) Any plans to make further improve-
ments to how information provided pursuant 
to such subsections can be shared (as such 
term is defined in such section 2209) between 
the Department and industry and other 
stakeholders. 

(4) Any available information on the de-
gree to which such information was acted 
upon by industry and other stakeholders. 

(5) A description of how privacy and civil 
liberties are preserved in the collection, re-
tention, use, and sharing of vulnerability 
disclosures. 

(b) FORM.—The report required under sub-
section (b) shall be submitted in unclassified 
form but may contain a classified annex. 
SEC. 4. COMPETITION RELATING TO CYBERSECU-

RITY VULNERABILITIES. 
The Under Secretary for Science and Tech-

nology of the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, in consultation with the Director of the 
Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security 
Agency of the Department, may establish an 
incentive-based program that allows indus-
try, individuals, academia, and others to 
compete in providing remediation solutions 
for cybersecurity vulnerabilities (as such 
term is defined in section 2209 of the Home-
land Security Act of 2002, as amended by sec-
tion 2). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE) and the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. GREEN) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Texas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and to 
include extraneous material on this 
measure. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of H.R. 3710, the Cybersecurity Vulner-
ability Remediation Act, and I thank 
Chairman BENNIE THOMPSON for his 
work in securing the Nation against 

terrorist threats, including cybersecu-
rity vulnerabilities that target critical 
infrastructure, civilian agency net-
works, and private-sector cyber re-
sources. 

I also thank subcommittee Chairman 
RICHMOND and the Committee on 
Homeland Security staff for working 
with my staff and me on H.R. 3710. 

I thank the ranking member of the 
full committee, Mr. ROGERS from Ala-
bama, and the ranking member of the 
subcommittee. 

Mr. Speaker, just a few weeks ago, 
we saw technology in the form of 
drones be utilized to attack, with ex-
plosives, refineries in Saudi Arabia. I 
think the basis of my legislation 
speaks to the point that it is crucial 
that this Congress and this Nation pre-
pare itself for new forms of technology. 

We have not had that incident here 
in the United States, but if we recall, 
in 9/11, no one could fathom using load-
ed airplanes, fully filled with the mate-
rial, fuel, that could be utilized as a 
weapon to attack the World Trade Cen-
ter, to kill the brave at the Pentagon 
and the brave in Pennsylvania. 

H.R. 3710 is to speak to those vulner-
abilities, in particular, cybersecurity 
vulnerability remediation, which di-
rects the DHS to prioritize efforts to 
help network operators address known 
vulnerabilities. 

It requires DHS’ Cybersecurity and 
Infrastructure Security Agency to 
widely share mitigation protocols that 
counter cybersecurity vulnerabilities, 
authorizing the DHS Science and Tech-
nology Directorate to establish an in-
centive-based program to allow indus-
try, individuals, agencies, and aca-
demia to compete in providing remedi-
ation solutions for the highest priority 
cybersecurity vulnerabilities. 

We must be ever vigilant and diligent 
as we look to these new levels and sub-
sets of technology. It requires the CISA 
to report to Congress on its efforts to 
share mitigation protocols and coordi-
nate vulnerability disclosure with its 
partners. 

H.R. 3710 authorizes, for the first 
time, the Cybersecurity and Infrastruc-
ture Security Agency to develop and 
distribute playbooks, in consultation 
with private-sector experts, to provide 
procedures and mitigation strategies 
for the most critical known vulnerabil-
ities, especially those affecting soft-
ware or hardware that is no longer sup-
ported by a vendor. 

One of the statistics that we really 
know is that 80 percent—maybe even 
higher now—to 85 percent of the Na-
tion’s vulnerabilities—technology, in-
frastructure—is in the private sector. 
Those are the sites that our enemies 
would look eagerly to attack. The 
World Trade Center; in Saudi, the re-
fineries; maybe some of our beautiful 
national monuments, outstanding sites 
here in Washington, D.C.; our national 
parks, these are the examples and the 
exhibits of the freedom of this Nation. 
Those are some government, some pri-
vate sector. 
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