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That is why I am proud to support
stricter background checks before a
gun purchase and a ban on high-capac-
ity magazines, which should only be
available to trained American soldiers.

But we must do more.

Like me, many Members return to
districts where gun violence is all too
common and where it is rare to find a
family that has not lost a member to
this national menace.

—————

HUMAN TRAFFICKING IS ALIVE
AND WELL

(Mr. YOHO asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. YOHO. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to call attention to the issue of
human trafficking, which is still alive
and well today.

The United States has been ranked
among the top three nations of origin
for victims of human trafficking in
2018, according to a recent report by
the State Department, and is the num-
ber one consumer of sex trafficking
worldwide.

This is absolutely unacceptable, and
as a Member of Congress, we must use
all means necessary to rid our Nation
of human trafficking and keep people
safe from this kind of abuse.

That is why, this week, I will be in-
troducing two bills to help combat
this. They are the Prevent Trafficking
in Our Schools Act, and the COMBAT
Act of 2019.

The Prevent Trafficking in Our
School Act instructs the Secretary of
Homeland Security and Secretary of
Education to develop a pilot program
to train school officials and teachers to
identify signs of trafficking in our
schools and educate these same offi-
cials on the prevalence in our commu-
nity.

The COMBAT Act addresses the fact
that the U.S. does not have an official
count for domestic human trafficking
by requiring a report to Congress on
the prevalence of human trafficking
happening within the United States.

I ask for support on these bills.

————
IMPORTANT ISSUES OF THE DAY

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker,
today the transcript was released of
the conversation between the President
of the United States and the President
of Ukraine.

As a person who believes in the Con-
stitution and the rule of law, it is cru-
cial that we proceed with the work
that is necessary, and so I rise to add
my enthusiastic support for H. Res. 576
that just passed, expressing the sense
of Congress with respect to the whistle-
blower complaint, in order to protect
the whistleblower and to have the com-
plaint sent to the United States Con-
gress, which, I believe, it is on its way,
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and, if not, we must have it as quickly
as possible.

Let me also say that today we had a
very important hearing in the Judici-
ary Committee regarding the ban on
assault weapons. It has been 53 days
since El Paso, 52 days since Dayton,
and 25 days since Odessa.

It seems that the leadership of the
NRA finds my statements attractive,
and so they have taken to the airways
with their cousin, FOX News, to talk
about the opinion that I had regarding
the AR-15 that, to me, ‘it was as heavy
as 10 boxes.”

As a person who believes in the First
Amendment, I have a right to say that.
To all of the members of the NRA: I be-
lieve in your beliefs and your right to
believe them, but you are being led by
an unfortunate group of leaders who
simply want to attack and have no so-
lutions.

I will take the hit from the NRA to
save lives. I am not afraid of the NRA.

————
PFAS REMEDIATION

(Mr. FITZPATRICK asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Madam Speaker,
I rise today to discuss a very important
matter and one that is bipartisan in
nature.

I thank my friend and colleague from
Michigan (Mr. KiLDEE) for helping us
organize and bring awareness to an
issue that affects communities across
the United States.

As co-chair of the Congressional
PFAS Task Force, I am pleased that
PFAS remediation efforts are receiving
the attention so desperately needed.

In Bucks and Montgomery Counties,
we have seen firsthand the negative
impacts PFAS contamination has had
on our community. Further action
must be taken on a Federal level.

Earlier this year, the House and the
Senate passed their NDAA bills that
both included important provisions to
address PFAS contamination. These
provisions will help to clean up con-
taminated sites, stop PFAS from pol-
luting our drinking water in the fu-
ture, and protect our servicemembers
and our first responders.

In order to protect veterans and fam-
ilies in our communities from PFAS, in
the final NDAA, we must have the best
PFAS provisions from the House and
Senate NDAA bills.

Madam Speaker, I call, tonight, for
all NDAA conferees to ensure resources
for PFAS remediation efforts are in-
cluded in the final package. This issue
cannot wait any longer. Congress must
act now.

——————

MARIJUANA INDUSTRY NEEDS
HELP FROM BANKERS
(Mr. HORSFORD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)
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Mr. HORSFORD. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today in overwhelming support of
the SAFE Banking Act of 2019.

Almost 3 years ago, Nevada voters
went to the polls and voted to legalize
recreational marijuana, making Ne-
vada one of five States to legalize
marijuana in the 2016 election.

After its legalization, local business
owners invested in Nevada’s legal can-
nabis market, creating jobs and oppor-
tunity. The Nevada marijuana market
quickly exceeded expectations, growing
rapidly to become a burgeoning indus-
try.

Within 10 months, Nevada also ex-
ceeded the initial 1-year projection of
tax revenue, bringing in more than $55
million in taxes for our schools, money
that would have otherwise flooded the
illicit drug market. Today, Nevada
raises more revenue from cannabis ex-
cise taxes than alcohol excise taxes.

Interestingly enough, the marijuana
industry did this without incurring
vast detriments to society, creating an
addiction crisis, or serving as a gate-
way drug, as marijuana opponents have
long argued.

CONGRATULATING ERIN WILLMAN
FOR CREATING OPPORTUNITIES
FOR DISABLED ADULTS

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, I rise today to recog-
nize Erin Willman of Warren, Pennsyl-
vania. Just 22 years old, Erin is run-
ning her own business, White Cane Cof-
fee.

Erin founded her company with an
important goal in mind: to provide peo-
ple with disabilities with self-sus-
taining jobs.

Erin is blind and on the autism spec-
trum. She believes that providing a
welcoming environment centered
around a good cup of coffee is a natural
way to promote inclusivity.

White Cane Coffee offers eight dif-
ferent roast varieties, and each bag in-
cludes braille-friendly labels.

Despite being capable and wanting to
work, almost 90 percent of adults with
autism are either unemployed or un-
deremployed. For many, jobs are ex-
tremely difficult to find; and for oth-
ers, work environments are not sup-
portive or are even hostile to those
who are disabled. Erin is helping to
bridge this gap by empowering autistic
adults in her community.

I am proud of the work that Erin is
doing every day to create opportunities
for autistic adults in Warren County.

CANNABIS COMPANIES NEED FI-
NANCIAL INSTITUTIONS TO HELP
THEM START AND GROW
(Ms. PINGREE asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1

minute and to revise and extend her re-

marks.)
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Ms. PINGREE. Madam Speaker, I
rise to support H.R. 1595, the SAFE
Banking Act, which passed this House
this afternoon.

Maine voters have legalized mari-
juana. Like every other business, can-
nabis companies in Maine and other le-
galization States need financial insti-
tutions to help them start and grow.

Maine credit unions and banks want
to help. They were early advocates of
the SAFE Banking Act. They recognize
that a safe harbor is necessary so that
lenders can assist this emerging indus-
try sector, to the benefit of consumers,
lenders, and law enforcement.

Just yesterday, a banker from south-
ern Maine contacted me out of regret.
The bank had to close a long-time cus-
tomer’s account when they found out
he was a delivery driver for a legal
marijuana producer. Due to potential
Federal liability, the bank lost a cus-
tomer. The citizen lost his trusted fi-
nancial institution.

Does he have to keep his earnings
under a mattress?

This makes no sense. The SAFE
Banking Act will fix this problem by
allowing lenders to legally serve mari-
juana businesses. It promotes security
by ensuring transactions are done

through regulated institutions, not
with bags of cash.
——

AAKASH PATEL NAMED BUSINESS-

MAN OF THE YEAR BY THE
INDO-U.s. CHAMBER OF COM-
MERCE

(Mr. SPANO asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SPANO. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to celebrate one of Tampa Bay’s
most impactful Dbusiness leaders,
Aakash Patel.

Aakash was recently honored as
Businessman of the Year by the Indo-
U.S. Chamber of Commerce, a group
that provides Asian American profes-
sionals and entrepreneurs a platform to
share and collaborate.

Aakash currently serves as the chair-
man of the Early Learning Coalition of
Hillsborough County, a 501(c)(3) that
provides quality childhood care and
after-school programs to many of the
children in my district.

At the age of 27, Aakash founded a
local consulting firm, with an expertise
in public relations, targeted net-
working, and social media. Under his
leadership, his small group of
millennials, over the last 9 years, has
actively resourced over 150 companies.

His love and passion for our commu-
nity is also seen in his role as the
youngest board member of the Greater
Tampa Chamber of Commerce and with
his selection as an honorary com-
mander at MacDill Air Force Base.

Please join me in congratulating one
of Tampa’s most well-established ris-
ing stars in the business community,
Aakash Patel.
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REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
S.J. RES. 54, TERMINATION OF
NATIONAL EMERGENCY DE-
CLARED BY THE PRESIDENT ON
FEBRUARY 15, 2019

Mr. MORELLE, from the Committee
on Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 116-218) on the resolution (H.
Res. 591) providing for consideration of
the joint resolution (S.J. Res. 54) relat-
ing to a national emergency declared
by the President on February 15, 2019,
which was referred to the House Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed.

———————

DISPLAY ON NATIONAL MALL BY
THE HISTORICAL VEHICLE ASSO-
CIATION

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker, I
want to point out a unique opportunity
for viewing. The U.S. Park Service,
their division of the Historic Vehicle
Association, places on display in The
National Mall, several times a year,
unique vehicles with unique histories.

Right now, in a glass case just a cou-
ple of blocks from here in The National
Mall is the 1966 Volkswagen van that
belonged to Esau and Janie Jenkins
from South Carolina, who were long-
time revered civil rights leaders back
in the day, transporting people to ral-
lies and to get them out to vote and for
voter registration, education, all sorts
of things in the civil rights movement,
starting back in the 1940s until they
obtained this van and used it for many
years.

It was brought out from a field where
it had been deteriorating over many
years. It was brought back to life in
this display for everyone to see in this
glass case. It will be here for the rest of
the week.

I encourage people to go down and
check that out and see what the His-
toric Vehicle Association is doing.

————
[ 1845
GOOD ECONOMIC NEWS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2019, the gentleman from Ari-
zona (Mr. SCHWEIKERT) is recognized
for 60 minutes as the designee of the
minority leader.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Madam Speaker,
this is going to be one of those eve-
nings where I am going to try to actu-
ally go through sort of complex num-
bers, but a lot of it is incredibly opti-
mistic.

I am going to do two things tonight:

Part of this is just some frustration
on numbers that I keep seeing out
there that aren’t being discussed here
in this body that are incredibly opti-
mistic in the economy.

And the second thing is: I want to
talk about, remember last week the
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theme was global warming, climate
change, the environment, and I had my
issue of The Economist on what is
called the climate issue?

I want to talk about some really
amazing technologies that I can’t be-
lieve weren’t discussed last week that
are actually about to create stunning
breakthroughs.

So, let’s first actually talk through
this. I have this intense frustration
that my brothers and sisters on the
left, and even a number of us on the
right, don’t talk enough or at all about
the amazing good things happening to
the American worker, to people out
there who had a pretty rough previous
decade.

The math is the math. So the
premise I want to give right now is eco-
nomic growth is moral because it up-
lifts, it makes work valuable, it im-
proves your future, your retirement,
and your ability to take care of your
kids. Economic growth is moral.

The reason I have this particular
board up—and we try to do this every
week—is what are some of the greatest
threats to our society?

I actually believe it is the stunning
size of our unfunded liabilities. Once
again—and I say this almost every
week when I am behind this micro-
phone—the next 30 years, if you take
Social Security and Medicare and re-
move it from the 30-year window, this
country, the Federal Government, the
CBO projection, $23 trillion in the
bank, if we pull Social Security and
Medicare into that number, then we
are $103 trillion in debt—negative.

That is not Republican or Democrat
math, it is just demographics. There
are 74 million of us who are baby
boomers. We are moving into our
earned benefits, and the honest truth
is, the resources that were required to
meet these earned benefits were never
set aside.

So how do we Kkeep our commit-
ments?

We are actually proposing over and
over and over that it is a combination.
There is no magic bullet. It is a com-
bination. Madam Speaker, you have
got to grow the economy like crazy. So
tax policy that grows and expands,
trade policy that grows and expands,
immigration policy that grows and ex-
pands, regulatory policy that grows
and expands, and incentives to be in
the labor force that grow and expand
the economy.

The adoption of disruptive tech-
nology to change the price of
healthcare is absolutely necessary. We
need incentives for Americans who are
older and who feel they are healthy and
still want to work, to stay in the labor
force. We go over these details over and
over and over again.

There is a way to make the math sur-
vivable without some of the lunacy of
functionally almost buying constitu-
encies with outlandish promises, just
managing the reality of our demo-
graphics and our current promises.
Once again, every 5 years, just the
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