September 11, 2019

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, I rise
today on the 18th anniversary of the
September 11 terrorist attack to honor
the nearly 3,000 individuals, brave men
and women who lost their lives. Most
Americans remember where they were
during that day. There have been few
times in our Nation’s history that we
have faced such an atrocity. And the
effects are still being felt today.

But instead of shrinking in the shad-
ow of such adversity, we rose to the
challenge and came together to help
one another. We became a Nation of
one. But it also has changed our Nation
and the world that we live in today for-
ever, the way we work, the way we
view our security.

This past July, I was pleased that the
House and Senate with the President
came together to reauthorize the 9/11
Victim’s Compensation Fund for police
and firefighters, first responders who
answered the call after the attack in
New York and Washington, D.C. These
heroic men and women deserve all the
help we can give them, and we must
never forget September 11, 2001. We
must remember 18 years ago today
when we were all one as Americans. We
need that more today than ever before.

HONORING DAVID HUERTA

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, in my
home State in the San Joaquin Valley
we recently lost a wonderful indi-
vidual, a leader who I would like to
honor today, Fresno State Police Chief
David Huerta. David was loved by all.
He passed away in mid-August after
serving honorably in that position for
15 years.

A lifelong resident of Fresno County,
Chief Huerta dedicated his life to serv-
ing his community by teaching and
providing public safety as a police offi-
cer. During his career he was recog-
nized as Officer of the Year. And Fres-
no State President Joseph Castro said
David served with integrity, even in
the most challenging of situations.

David will be greatly missed by his
wife Cynthia, his four children and
three grandchildren. It is with great re-
spect that I ask my colleagues today to
join in honoring Police Chief David
Huerta.

RECOGNIZING CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY,

FRESNO AND UC MERCED

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, I would
like to take this moment to recognize
the recent achievements of two out-
standing universities in my district,
California State TUniversity, Fresno
and UC Merced University of Cali-
fornia.

According to the U.S. News and
World Report’s 2020 Best College
rankings, Fresno State University, my
alma mater, ranked number three in
graduation rate performance for public
universities.

UC Merced made the biggest leap of
all on the college list. They ranked
number one in the Nation for student

outcomes, including number one in
outperforming expected graduation
rates.

Both of these universities currently
have over 70 percent of their student
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body who are the first in their family
ever to attend a university. These uni-
versities are doing what a higher edu-
cation should be doing for all Ameri-
cans. Go Bulldogs. Go Bobcats.

CONGRESS MUST ACT ON GUN LEGISLATION

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, I would
like to rise to urge Senate Majority
Leader MITCH MCCONNELL to keep his
word and act on gun safety legislation.

Every day it seems that there is cov-
erage of another shooting on the news.
Americans are just frustrated. Since
Congress has begun their district work
period in July there have been four
high-profile shootings in this country.
Those shootings resulted in the death
of 51 Americans and over 90 that were
injured. The threat to public safety
today is simply unacceptable in our
country.

In February, the House passed two
key gun violence pieces of legislation.
It has been nearly over 200 days since
we passed these bills, but nothing has
been done in the Senate. Despite the
countless Americans who have lost
their lives in these senseless shootings,
including children, Leader MCCONNELL
has refused to bring these up for de-
bate. We should be doing our work and
trying to provide gun safety for all
Americans.

After the shootings in Dayton and El
Paso, the American public has de-
manded action. The overwhelming ma-
jority of Americans want us to take
commonsense action to provide better
public safety. So Leader MCCONNELL
said he would be doing just that. I
think it is time that we hold him to his
word.

This Congress must act. The Presi-
dent should take the leadership, ensur-
ing we can do everything we can to

protect Americans throughout our
land.
———
REMEMBERING 9/11
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Montana (Mr. GIANFORTE) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. GIANFORTE. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to remember the nearly 3,000
people who were killed on this day in
2001. At dawn, September 11, 2001, was a
morning like every other, that is until
everything changed. Terrorists, who
were intent on destroying our country
and our way of life attacked.

But through this tragedy we saw our
country unite. We saw unmatched
courage and bravery from our first re-
sponders, servicemembers, and every-
day citizens. Now, 18 years later, we
find ourselves with a new generation
that did not experience the horrors of
that day. They only know a post-9/11
world. That makes it all the more im-
portant that we teach them what hap-
pened that day, honor the victims, and
discuss the impact those terrorist at-
tacks have had on our world.

But today, we remember. Today, we
pray. Today, we honor Americans of
every background who, in the after-
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math of that fateful day, united under
our flag, bound together by a sense of
unflappable courage, duty, and patriot-
ism.

——
HONORING SCOTT KIMBRIEL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. TRONE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. TRONE. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to honor my good friend, Scott
Kimbriel, who died on August 12 after a
year-long struggle with prostate can-
cer.

I met Scott sometime before kinder-
garten and we stayed close for almost
60 years. He used to come over and
work on our farm while we grew up,
and over many decades our friendship
remained strong as we moved across
the country.

At his core, Scott was a gifted entre-
preneur and businessman. He was able
to learn from his mistakes and relent-
lessly marched forward. He was a giver,
able to exercise so much compassion
with absolutely no strings attached be-
cause it was simply the right thing to
do for his friends. I was better off for
having known Scott.

In 2019 the American Cancer Society
estimates over 174,000 people will be di-
agnosed with prostate cancer. Over
31,000 of those diagnosed will die from
the disease. I, myself, am a cancer sur-
vivor.

Right now the National Cancer Insti-
tute, which is located in my district is
working on prevention, detection, and
treatment of prostate and other can-
cers. But we are leaving so much on
the table. We need to invest more in re-
search. We need to invest more in inno-
vative solutions that could save lives
like Scott’s.

In Congress we must be determined
and unified to eradicate cancer and
eliminate the heartache that it brings
so many families across our great
country.

Scott Kimbriel was a special person,
and it hurts knowing I can no longer
pick up the phone and hear Scott’s ever
cheerful voice answer, “DT.” But in-
stead of looking in the rearview mir-
ror, Scott would want us to look out
the front window thinking about how
we could support those in the future
who might suffer from this horrible
disease.

I know I am committed to this fight,
and I ask my colleagues to join me in
this fight.

REMEMBERING 9/11

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Kansas (Mr. MARSHALL) for 5 minutes.

Mr. MARSHALL. Madam Speaker, on
this day nearly 20 years ago our great
Nation suffered a loss unlike any she
has suffered before or since. Almost
3,000 American citizens were Kkilled on
September 11, 2001, and thousands more
have died or become seriously ill since
from their response that day, whether
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at Ground Zero or in the Middle East.
Men and women, young and old were
stolen from their families, their com-
munities, and our country.

As she always has during our darkest
hour, this country came together in a
courageous way. We were one people
uniting to heal a terrible wound. May
we all strive today to soon find that
same unity—now, not just in times of
tragedy. Americans and her people will
be all the better for it.

May God bless the memories of those
who died on September 11, and may
God bless this great country.

STRIVING TO MAKE KANSAS A BETTER PLACE TO
LIVE

Mr. MARSHALL. Madam Speaker,
last week I completed my tour of all
105 counties in Kansas. I enjoyed meet-
ing folks of all backgrounds and learn-
ing about their passions, concerns and
what they need their representatives in
Washington to do to deliver for Kansas.

From Dodge to Topeka, Pratt to
Leavenworth, the message I heard from
Kansans is they want their way of live
preserved. They want their representa-
tives to fight alongside President
Trump, reduce Washington red tape,
and advocate for new and fair trade
agreements so our farmers can feed the
world.

For the most part, Kansans just want
a decent job with a good wage and a
fair shot at the American Dream. Aside
from the safety and security afforded
to them, most would otherwise be
happy to not have Washington involved
in our day-to-day lives.

Despite folks’ disagreements on some
issues, Kansans are a people who large-
ly agree on the importance of faith,
community, and hard work.

After completing this tour of all 105
Kansas counties, I have a greater ap-
preciation for the challenges of Kan-
sans of all walks of life. Each conversa-
tion was an opportunity to hear an in-
dividual’s story about the burden of se-
curing affordable healthcare for a loved
one, finding good workers to grow a
small farm or business, finding a home
to raise their family in, and protecting
and nurturing the communities they
love and cherish.

I don’t have all the answers or quick
fixes for our challenges, but I will con-
tinue to strive to make Kansas a better
place to live. Each day I am blessed
with the opportunity to represent Kan-
sas in Congress. I carry that message
in my heart, that we are the bread-
basket of the world and home to some
of the best, hardest working and most
decent people on Earth.

AMERICANS MUST REJECT A RADICAL SOCIALIST
AGENDA

Mr. MARSHALL. Madam Speaker,
last week a socialist senator seeking
higher office proposed increasing abor-
tions across the world as a way to slow
population growth and combat climate
change. Worse yet, he directly stated
that he wanted U.S. taxpayers to pay
for these abortions. As many Kansans
are coming to understand, this is just
one of the many disgraceful and dis-
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turbing socialist agendas increasingly
embraced by my colleagues across the
aisle.

There is no policy proposal at present
which more represents the Democrats’
quest for total control over every as-
pect of our lives than the Green New
Deal. This deal is nothing more than a
rebranding of overwhelming govern-
ment control under the guise of envi-
ronmental stewardship. Just ask its
sponsor’s former chief of staff who said,
“It wasn’t originally a climate thing at
all. . . . we really think of it as a how
to change the entire economy thing.”

The Green New Deal demands we
completely overhaul our energy and
transportation infrastructure, which
would kill the jobs of millions of Amer-
icans working in the oil, and gas indus-
try, manufacturing, and aviation in-
dustries, to name a few. The plan
would crush Kansas beef producers by
placing a hefty tax on our farms with
estimates costing nearly $2,000 per cow.
The Green New Deal would be the
greatest centralization of power in the
hands of Washington elites in Amer-
ican history.

But destroying America’s means of
energy and food production isn’t all
this radical socialist agenda seeks to
do; as we learned recently, the new
Democrat party’s to-do list includes
everything from banning private
health insurance to plastic straws na-
tionwide, positions numerous Demo-
cratic candidates for President have al-
ready endorsed.

Democrats want to dictate what you
can drink, how you drink it, what you
can eat, and where you can work, and
what healthcare you can have, all
while you are forced to pay for abor-
tions overseas. And don’t forget about
the proposed 90 percent tax rates on
Americans either.

We must emphatically reject this
radical socialist agenda and work in-
stead to implement innovative solu-
tions to provide for greater prosperity
and equality for all. Our children and
our grandchildren’s future and the fu-
ture of Kansas and this great Nation
depend upon it.

——
O 1030

MAKE HOMEOWNERSHIP EQUALLY
AVAILABLE TO ALL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. RUSH) for 5 minutes.

Mr. RUSH. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to address how racially discrimi-
natory housing policy has contributed
to the unjust racial wealth gap in our
Nation.

Currently, Madam Speaker, 72 per-
cent of White households own their
own homes, while just 41 percent of
Black households do. The roots of this
disparity can be traced to the discrimi-
natory practices implemented by the
Federal Housing Authority, which re-
sulted in only 2 percent of federally
backed loans being issued to African
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Americans between 1934 and 1968. This
was a supra-classic form of kinematic,
organic, and institutional racism.

The ongoing ramifications of this
most insidious example of discrimina-
tion continue to be felt acutely by peo-
ple like many of my constituents. A re-
cent study by Duke University found
that the systemic denial of federally
guaranteed loans led to the widespread
use of predatory home sale contracts in
Chicago’s Black communities.

These contracts, Madam Speaker, led
to a situation where Black home buy-
ers paid, on average, over $71,000
more—I repeat, Madam Speaker, over
$71,000—for their homes than White
homeowners who had unfiltered access
to federally backed loans.

In total, Madam Speaker, redlining,
the practice of rating predominantly
Black neighborhoods as ‘‘high risk’ for
traditional mortgage lenders, stole $3.2
million—this is by conservative esti-
mates, $3.2 million—stole up to $3.2
million from Chicago’s Black families.

This is just one example of how
homeownership, a pillar of the Amer-
ican Dream, has been placed out of
reach of far too many Americans due
solely to the color of their skin. It is
incumbent, Madam Speaker, upon all
of us to make this American Dream
equally available to all, regardless of
their skin color and regardless of their
ZIP Code.

Fortunately, Madam Speaker, there
are steps that this Congress can take
to support Black American homeown-
ership. For example, as the Urban In-
stitute notes, factoring rental payment
history into credit-scoring models
could increase financial opportunities
for Black home buyers.

Passing the Home Loan Quality
Transparency Act, a bill I am proud to
cosponsor, will restore a critical provi-
sion of Dodd-Frank, requiring mort-
gage lenders to report crucial details
about their borrowers, including credit
scores, racial and ethnic breakdowns,
and other data.

Madam Speaker, $3.2 million stolen.

———

RESTORE TRUTH AND COMPAS-
SION TO IMMIGRATION DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New York (Mr. SuozzI) for 5 minutes.

Mr. SUOZZI. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to speak about immigration in
America.

My father was born in Italy. He came
to the United States as a young boy. I
am a first-generation American, and I
don’t like the hateful and divisive rhet-
oric being used about immigrants
today. I am appalled at the way my
country is treating the children and
families of immigrants.

My dad came to America in the early
1920s. He was the first of his neighbor-
hood to graduate from college. During
World War II, he served as a navigator
on a B-24 and was awarded the Distin-
guished Flying Cross with three
oakleaf clusters. He returned home and
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