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United States. While we have got thou-
sands of people pouring across our bor-
der, while ICE does not have the re-
sources it needs to do its job, this body
is adjourning.

I had 40 of my colleagues, give or
take—and it is a growing list—that
have asked the Speaker that we should
stay here. We should not adjourn. How
can we possibly adjourn without giving
ICE the resources it needs for the beds
to be able to put people, to be able to
deal with the border crisis? Yet, that is
what this body is going to do.

It is unconscionable that we are al-
lowing our border to stay open, and
that this body is going to adjourn, go
home and, for 6 weeks, not do our duty
as a sovereign Nation to have a secure
border, to make sure migrants can
come here safely; but more impor-
tantly, that our law enforcement has
the tools that it needs to do the job
that we ask them to do when they are
standing on the line every day defend-
ing this country.

With cartels having operational con-
trol of our border, endangering this
country, it is our duty to do it. We
should stay here.

———

HONORING THE SERVICE OF JUDY
SCHNEIDER

(Ms. SCHAKOWSKY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Madam Speaker,
I rise today to offer my deep gratitude
and appreciation to someone who has
played an inspirational and indispen-
sable role in Congress for more than 4
decades, my great friend, my guide,
Judy Schneider.

After a legendary career as a Spe-
cialist on Congress at the Congres-
sional Research Service—really, the
specialist, ultimate specialist, on Con-
gress—Judy is retiring; and I want to
let her know how much she will be
missed.

I was fortunate to meet Judy even
before I was sworn into the Congress.
And as soon as I met her, I realized
that I need Judy Schneider to be my
mentor, and I was fortunate that she
agreed to do that.

Judy has won many well-deserved ac-
colades; but I think that her greatest
reward 1is knowing that she has
mentored and trained and inspired so
many that have gone on to use her les-
sons about how Congress works, how it
really works, how it should work, and
then how it really works. That has
been the lesson that has improved peo-
ple’s lives and the Members of Con-
gress’ lives and well-being.

So, Judy, I thank you. I love you, and
I wish you everything good.

CONGRATULATING EVAN
DOLISZNY FOR HIS ACHIEVE-
MENTS
(Mr. VAN DREW asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1

minute and to revise and extend his re-

marks.)
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Mr. VAN DREW. Madam Speaker,
Evan Doliszny of Ocean City, in South
Jersey, recently received the Congres-
sional Award Gold Medal, along with
the STEM Star award for his work in
mathematics.

Evan is one of only 538 students in
the Nation and 20 in New Jersey to
achieve this honor, which was estab-
lished in 1979 to recognize and cele-
brate ‘‘Initiative, Achievement, Serv-
ice” in our young people.

Evan is truly living out those ideals.
He participated in over 611 hours of
volunteer service for his community,
over 1,148 hours developing his aca-
demic comprehension skills, and over
1,040 hours with his team sport of crew.

Evan is passionate about Middle
BEastern traditions, culture, and his-
tory, and his goal is to work in inter-
national finance.

Evan, your service and dedication to
South Jersey is wonderful, and your
accomplishments make clear that you
have a bright, a very bright, future
ahead of you.

Congratulations on your achieve-
ment. We are very proud of you in
South Jersey.

Evan, keep on going.

———

WHERE IS OUR INFRASTRUCTURE
PLAN?

(Mr. ROSE of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. ROSE of New York. Madam
Speaker, in our first 200 days in this
Congress, we have passed an incredible
amount of legislation to root out cor-
ruption, protect healthcare, and com-
bat the opioid epidemic.

Unfortunately, most of it, though,
has died in the legislative graveyard of
the Senate at the hands of MITCH
MCcCONNELL.

Now, there have been rare moments,
like the 9/11 Victim Compensation
Fund, where we have managed to do
the right thing.

But as we prepare to go back for a
month of work outside of these Cham-
bers, I ask one simple question: Where
is our infrastructure bill? Because my
constituents at home are sick and tired
of their commute; sick and tired of
their bridges and their roads that are
falling apart.

So I put this question to each and
every Member of the House, leadership
in both parties, and the President him-
self.

Let’s get the job done. Let’s pass a
real infrastructure bill.

And you know what? If the Repub-
licans do not want to play ball, if they
don’t even want to sit at the table with
us, then let’s pass something out of
this Chamber and put a very simple
question to the Senate, a very simple
question to the President of the United
States: Whose side are you on?

Are you on the side of the lobbyists,
the corporate PACs, the wealthiest
amongst us?

Or are you finally on the side of the
hardworking Americans that you try
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to speak to every few years during
election season?
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
SCANLON). The Chair will recognize
Members for Special Order speeches
without prejudice to possible resump-
tion of legislative business.

——————

THE CRISIS AT OUR SOUTHERN
BORDER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2019, the gentleman from Illi-
nois (Mr. GARCIA) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GARCIA of Illinois. Madam
Speaker, to begin Special Orders, I ask
for unanimous consent that Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. GARCIA of Illinois. Madam
Speaker, I would like to thank Rep-
resentatives POCAN, PORTER, TLAIB,
and JAYAPAL. We are here today to call
for justice for immigrants. We are here
to put a spotlight on President
Trump’s harmful attacks on immi-
grants and asylum seekers.

Since President Trump took office,
he has implemented some of the
harshest and most racist immigration
policies in our country’s history.
Trump is also repeating one of the
worst themes in our history, that of re-
lentless attacks designed to divide our
country. Trump wants people to think
that brown and black immigrants are
not worthy of compassion, legal due
process, or human rights.

Despite organizing in our commu-
nities, the Trump White House has con-
tinued to push forward its anti-immi-
grant agenda. As an immigrant myself,
the stories break my heart and make
me really angry.

A year ago, the separation of families
and the caging of children shocked the
conscience of Americans. A year later,
we all mourned the deaths of Oscar
Martinez Ramirez and his daughter
Angie Valeria, who were found on the
edge of a river embankment, both
drowned in an effort to reach the prom-
ise of America.

We used to think that sharing wvul-
nerable images of the deceased children
would elicit our deepest emotions and
that would be enough for change, but
even after the deaths of Oscar and his
daughter, children continued dying at
the hands of this administration, and
nothing has changed.

It is tempting to become desen-
sitized. It is easy to believe that this is
the new normal. This is anything but
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normal. This is unprecedented. When-
ever a scandal comes out or the Presi-
dent feels threatened, he comes after
immigrants and those who do not look
like him.

It is unconscionable that the Presi-
dent has put lives, families, children,
and communities in danger in a blatant
effort to distract the media and our
country.

Today is an opportunity for my col-
leagues and me to, one, put a face on
the people being impacted by these
policies—people are real lives—frame
this as the agenda of a President and a
party who seek to hold power by divid-
ing Americans, and to remind our
country that every attack is con-
nected. This is all part of a broader
agenda of hate.

I now yield to the gentlewoman from
Illinois (Ms. SCHAKOWSKY).

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Madam Speaker,
I am really so proud and grateful to
join you, Congressman GARCIA. We are
both from Illinois, and we see some of
the same examples of the fear that is
plaguing our communities wherever
there are immigrants.

And I want to tell you, I take this
issue very personally. Neither of my
parents were born in the United States
of America, but they came here as
small children with their parents, who
made a really good life.

My grandfather had a horse and
wagon and actually sold vegetables in
Humboldt Park, part of your district
right now, carrying heavy bags of pota-
toes up and down the stairs.

Four children, and they all went to
college. They made a good life, and now
his granddaughter is in the United
States Congress.

Well, I will tell you, my grand-
parents, my parents did not live with
the fear that this President has
brought to millions and millions of
people and, of course, people in our dis-
trict.

I want to just tell you that exactly 1
week ago today, I flew home, landed at
O’Hare Airport in Chicago, and heard
that something was happening over at
the international terminal, that there
was now a crowd of people and there
were children ages, I think it was 16, 10,
and 9, minors, who were being held at
the airport. These were citizen chil-
dren.

Why were they being held there?
They came from Mexico. They had
been there on vacation. They came
with an adult relative of theirs who
had a valid passport, but for some rea-
son Customs and Border Protection
sent that adult back to Mexico—we are
investigating exactly why—and now
said only the mother could pick up
these minor children.

Well, I get that, except that their
brother, who is a DACA recipient older
than them, an adult, came to pick
them up, and they were not released. A
lawyer was there with a signed affi-
davit witnessed by members of the con-
sulate, the Mexican consulate. They
would not release the children to her.
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By now, there was a crowd of people
holding signs ‘‘Release the children.”
They had arrived at about 3 in the
morning. They were given two cots
during the night, meaning one of those
girls had to sleep on the floor.

This is what is happening at the bor-
der, of course—mistreating children.

So, finally, there was an agreement
that was made: Okay, Mom will come.
Guess what? Mom is undocumented.
She was afraid to come, but she came,
surrounded by the Mexican consulate,
by the lawyer, by me, to make sure
that she was able to take her children
home.

We heard that members of Customs
and Border Protection said—and we are
investigating this, too—that, if these
were normal circumstances, that moth-
er would have been detained.

Understand, they would have de-
tained the mother of citizen children
who just wanted to travel to Mexico,
come home, and go be with their par-
ents.

What is going on in the United States
of America? We fear that children like
that are being used to lure undocu-
mented parents to the airport. That is
what we fear. And this is just one ex-
ample of one family, of one problem
that had to be resolved.

I am telling you, I am so heart-
broken. I am going to the border on
Wednesday, and I want to go see again
for myself what is going on down there.

But we have to say, no, this cannot
happen. We are the country of the
Statue of Liberty, the Statue of Lib-
erty that welcomed my father and his
family to this country, not the family
of walls and fear and mistreatment and
children dying in custody.

No, Mr. President, this is not the
America that we all deserve.

And thank you, Congressman, for
leading this discussion.

Mr. GARCIA of Illinois. Madam
Speaker, I yield to the gentleman from
Vermont (Mr. WELCH).

Mr. WELCH. Madam Speaker, I want
to thank Congressman GARcia for
yielding.

I am from Vermont, and it is hard to
be farther from the southern border in
the United States than being in
Vermont, but the question that people
ask me in Vermont, really, more than
anything else, is how is it that in the
name of our government, under the au-
thority of our flag, we have instituted
a policy, since rescinded, to take chil-
dren away from parents? How is that
possible?

The President talks about a crisis at
the border. No argument about that;
there is a crisis at the border. But is
the right response to it that you sepa-
rate families? Is the right response
that you call the people who are com-
ing gang members and rapists and kill-
ers?

I went to the border, as well, and met
many of the women and the men and
the children who were there, and as
you know better than anybody—and,
by the way, I really appreciate your

H7447

leadership on this and the leadership of
the Congressional Hispanic Caucus—
the people who are there are there out
of desperation.

One woman I spoke to, who was from
Guatemala, told us that she had a 13-
year-old daughter, and her husband had
already been murdered, and the mother
was told that her daughter was going
to become the girlfriend of one of the
gang members. It was that fear that
made her leave her home.

People do not want to leave their
home, and they only do it when they
absolutely have to to save their lives.

She and her daughter set out in the
night for the more than 1,000-mile jour-
ney to the southern border. About two-
thirds of the way there, the mother
started getting nervous, hearing sto-
ries, wondering what it would be like,
and said to her daughter: Honey, we
have got to go back.

The daughter looked at the mother
and said: Mom, we can’t. We are not
safe. You are not safe, and I am not
safe.

They arrived at the southern border,
and they make an effort to cross the
bridge and are not allowed because of
the go-slow policy and no capacity to
‘‘process.”’

They wade across the river and turn
themselves in, and their request is for
asylum. That has been criminalized by
the Trump administration. The daugh-
ter and the mother are separated.

When we were with the mom, she
didn’t know where her daughter was. Is
she a rapist? Is she a criminal? Is she
an MS-13 member? She is a mom try-
ing to protect her daughter. She is a
mother who lost her husband already.

Now, there is not an easy answer to
that, and none of us suggest there is.
But it is not the answer to say that
anybody who is seeking to save their
life, fleeing economic desperation, flee-
ing physical violence, seeking to pro-
tect a son or a daughter, is a criminal.
They are asking for help.

And it is a tough question: How much
help can we give? We have to have se-
cure borders, but are we solving the
problem by making it a crime to ask
for help? Are we solving the problem by
taking kids and separating them from
their parents? Are we solving the prob-
lem where we cut aid off to the coun-
tries Honduras, Guatemala, and El Sal-
vador, where most of the people are
coming from? The answer to that is no.

And this is a hard problem, but it
can’t be resolved unless there is some
mutual recognition on both sides that
it is something we have to work to-
gether to try to address.

There are refugees around the world.
There are some refugees who are com-
ing to our southern border. But this is
becoming a worldwide problem, and it
is a combination of factors of failed
states, of environmental damage, of
economic desperation; and we have to
address this in a way that we acknowl-
edge the obligation we have to one an-
other.

So my hope is that the President,
whose leadership on this is absolutely
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essential, tones it down and acknowl-
edges that this is an issue that we have
to work together to solve, and it is not
just the heel of the boot that is going
to solve it, not just the punitive meas-
ures of taking kids from parents that is
going to solve it, not just cutting off
aid to Honduras, Guatemala, and El
Salvador that is going to solve it.

We are ready to work, and we need to
work because it is, more than anything
else, essential that we acknowledge the
responsibility all of us have, whatever
our policies are, to treat people hu-
manely.

Madam Speaker, I thank Mr. GARCIA
so much for his work on this, and I
pledge to continue working with the
gentleman every way I can.

[ 1845

Mr. GARCIA of Illinois. Madam
Speaker, I thank Congressman WELCH,
Congresswoman SCHAKOWSKY of Illi-
nois, and the Congressional Progressive
Caucus for allowing me to lead this
conversation.

The remarks of the previous speaker
are a good segue to some background
information from a historical context
that I will share in the rest of the pro-
ceeding.

Migrants are escaping some of the
harshest regimes in Central America,
where political and economic turmoil
have generated abject poverty, abuse,
and violent crime.

Unlike many previous waves of im-
migrants, Central Americans are not
arriving for purely economic reasons or
to pursue the American Dream. In-
stead, they are coming to seek safety
and the chance to live without fear of
death, rape, or abuse.

Those coming to our border now are
families, newborns, children, and preg-
nant women escaping life-or-death sit-
uations as well as poverty. These deep-
ly rooted causes and push factors help
explain why so many Salvadorans,
Guatemalans, and Hondurans are flee-
ing their countries and heading toward
the U.S.

El Salvador. El Salvador has been
trapped in a cycle of violence that can
be traced back to its civil war, in
which the U.S. was complicit.

The MS-13 gang, which many politi-
cians like to talk about, and frequently
referred to by the President in jus-
tification of his hardline immigration
policies, was actually formed in L.A.,
in Los Angeles, California, and intro-
duced into El Salvador when its mem-
bers were deported, often to a country
they barely knew.

Guatemala also comes out of a great
conflict in that country. Jakelin Caal
Maquin, the 7-year-old Guatemalan girl
who died in El Paso in December from
cardiac arrest caused by severe dehy-
dration and shock, was forced to leave
her home due to severe poverty. Her
relatives explained that her father did
all he could to stay in the land, but ne-
cessity made him try to get to the U.S.

Honduras. Gender-based violence is
the second leading cause of death for
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women in Honduras. In a country
where emergency contraception and
abortion are banned even for rape vic-
tims, survivors of sexual violence have
few options if they become pregnant.
They can seek to terminate the preg-
nancy and risk prison time, or they can
go through with it and face one of the
highest maternal mortality rates in all
of Latin America.

As a parent, I understand and
empathize with parents who will do
whatever it takes to give their children
a better life. When you have a gun to
your head, people threatening to rape
your child, extort your business, or
force your son to work for the cartels,
what would you do?

Aid to the Northern Triangle region
of Central America is a long-standing
pillar of American foreign policy sup-
ported by most Democrats and Repub-
licans in Congress. Providing humani-
tarian aid to countries in the Northern
Triangle will help stabilize those
economies and lift millions out of pov-
erty in the process.

Establishing economic stability in
those nations is at the root of an effec-
tive strategy to reduce the current
surge in migrants seeking asylum and,
ultimately, an effort to solve the root
causes of the humanitarian crisis at
the border.

Despite this understanding from the
State Department, the Trump adminis-
tration is reducing aid. Annual assist-
ance to Central America has declined
by nearly 30 percent since fiscal year
2016. Funding is crucial to programs
that focus on good governance, eco-
nomic growth, and social welfare in the
Northern Triangle.

This is an issue of national security
in our country and basic human needs
and dignity abroad.

Instead of receiving children and
families with open arms, President
Trump is cutting foreign aid for coun-
tries in the Northern Triangle, further
exacerbating conditions there and ulti-
mately feeding into his manufactured
crisis at the border. Potentially hun-
dreds of thousands more will be forced
to make the difficult decision and head
toward the U.S., and the administra-
tion knows this.

Aid is not an immediate fix or the ul-
timate solution. An investment in the
region can, however, help mitigate vio-
lence, corruption, and poverty, which
can help over the long term.

The State Department’s recent an-
nouncement to put $180 million on
hold, to divert further funds, will im-
pact political stability and economic
opportunities in those countries and,
therefore, the push factors affecting
migration.

President Trump was right when he
declared a crisis at the border. What he
failed to explain is the role this admin-
istration has played in aggravating the
situation.

There is real suffering. Every day,
refugees arriving at the southern bor-
der are being detained and held in in-
humane conditions, children locked in
cages and infants dying in our care.
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The bottom line is very simple. The
President has made the crisis at the
border significantly worse, and it will
only intensify with cuts in foreign as-
sistance to the Northern Triangle.

President Trump is waging an as-
sault on all fronts against immigrants
and asylum seekers and a full assault
against the very morals and founding
principles of our country, principles of
acceptance, inclusiveness, and refuge
for those who seek its shelter.

In the interior, for Americans living
away from the border, it can often
seem like the President’s assault on
immigrants and asylum seekers is a
distant issue we see on the news, but
the truth is that the President’s terror-
izing of communities extends to our
backyards, our schools, our neighbor-
hoods, and our church congregations
throughout the country.

I want to take a moment to share a
story and give a face to the problem.
Without understanding our own per-
sonal stake in the well-being of our
friends, coworkers, and neighbors, we
cannot fully grasp the extent of the
President’s assault. Nothing we do in
these Halls is worth debating if we are
not willing to understand how our deci-
sions ultimately affect people’s lives.

ICE raids are happening not only at
the border. These government actions
that separate families and tear chil-
dren from their mothers are happening
in well-established immigrant commu-
nities around the country, including
many in my district in Chicago.

Francisca Lino, a mother and grand-
mother from Chicago, is living this re-
ality as we speak. She is married to a
U.S. citizen. She has three U.S.-citizen
children and other grandchildren.

A law-abiding, hardworking woman
who had never received even a parking
ticket in her life received an order of
deportation under the Trump adminis-
tration. As a result, she was forced to
seek sanctuary in a church, where she
has been living for the past 2 years.
During this time, besides being away
from her children and husband, she
also missed the birth of her grandson
Diego.

Confined to a space that welcomed
her but is not by any means suitable
for someone to live without the possi-
bility of ever going out, Francisca and
her family are asking for our help.

If she ever tried to step out for a mo-
ment, she can be sure that she would
be caught by ICE officials, who are con-
stantly surveilling the church.

Her decision to fight back against
Trump’s cruel immigration policies
have taken a toll on her family. Her
daughters have suffered emotional
trauma, but that is not all. As a pro-
vider for her family, the void she left
when she took sanctuary has been felt
economically as well.

In my district and around the coun-
try, there are many people like
Francisca who have been nothing but
law-abiding, hardworking neighbors,
contributing to our economy by paying
taxes and supporting the community
they live in.
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In return, however, many of our
neighbors, who are no different than
ourselves, save for the lack of certain
papers, have been met with oppression
from an administration that is hellbent
on using immigrants as scapegoats to
explain the deep-rooted problems in
our country.

It is up to Congress to point out the
real problems and stop Trump’s
xenophobic and irrational policies.

ICE raids throughout the country
continue to terrorize families and com-
munities, hurt our local economies and
small businesses, and rip U.S.-citizen
children from their parents.

The President’s assault on immi-
grants goes well beyond the border. It
is terrorizing those all around us for
nothing other than political gain.

Blatant suppression of votes and in-
timidation of communities across the
land: Recent news that the Census will
be printed without the citizenship
question is a victory for everyone in
this country. This is especially impor-
tant for historically undercounted
groups, including communities of
color, people living in large housing
units, and immigrants.

Every single person in our democracy
counts and must be counted in the Cen-
sus to distribute Federal funding and
resources accurately. The Constitution
is clear on this topic. The final Census
count determines so much of our daily
lives: new hospitals and schools, rep-
resentation in government, funding
programs like Medicaid. Ensuring ev-
eryone counts ensures funding for the
programs our constituents need and for
healthy neighborhoods.

Recently released documents have
proven what we already suspected, that
the Trump administration announced
the addition of a citizenship question
in yet another attempt to disenfran-
chise and intimidate the immigrant
community. It was a cheap political
move to undermine the integrity of the
Census.

Is this person a citizen of the United
States? A seemingly small question,
but one with so many implications.
This is especially true for children, in-
cluding U.S.-citizen children living in
mixed-status families, families that
might avoid the Census for fear of their
information being shared.

Our fight to count every single per-
son is not over. We still have a lot of
work ahead of us.

The back-and-forth of the citizenship
question left many of my constituents
scared and confused. This remains the
administration’s goal.

While President Trump has backed
down from his attempt to add a citizen-
ship question to the Census, he is di-
recting U.S. agencies to provide all in-
formation they have on U.S. citizen-
ship. In other words, he continues to
use any means of intimidation to
threaten immigrants. When one meth-
od is blocked, he tries another.

Ensuring a complete count on the
2020 Census is a fight we can win. I
started working on it as a Cook County
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commissioner and will continue work-
ing to ensure that every single person
is counted. Our representation, schools,
hospitals, and healthcare depend on it.

The President continues to
weaponize his office in every possible
way. We must fight back until we have
justice for all and justice for immi-
grants.

Madam Speaker, today, we have
heard powerful stories and comments
from my colleagues from all around the
country about the countless ways that
President Trump is driving an anti-im-
migrant agenda and terrorizing com-
munities all around the country,
whether it is the detention of Amer-
ican citizens, Trump ending asylum
protections and eligibility, changes to
the citizenship test, placing children in
cages to send a message, or leaving
women and children in inhumane con-
ditions at detention camps.

We must remember that this admin-
istration is not only hurting immi-
grants, but it is hurting citizens,
mixed-status families, and entire com-
munities, Black, White, Asian, and
Latino.

These harmful tactics may be aimed
at a few, but they are harming us all.
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Trump’s assault on immigrants and
asylum seekers is an assault on all
Americans, an assault on our values of
inclusivity, an assault on our history
of welcoming the world’s tired and
weary. He is leading a full-court press
on the very soul of who we are as
Americans.

Deeply disturbing is the fact that we
know that Trump’s ongoing attacks on
immigrants are deeply rooted in rac-
ism. We see it in the Muslim ban, we
see it in the 2020 census citizenship
question, and the public charge rule.
Trump says that criminals, drug deal-
ers, and rapists are invading our coun-
try casting a generalization over com-
munities all over the land. That is
false. It is the reason he wants fewer
immigrants from s-hole countries and
more from northern European coun-
tries like Norway, or so he has said.

When a crowd chanted recently
“Send her back” in response to
Trump’s attacks against my col-

leagues, we knew it was never about
legal immigration. As an immigrant, I
take this personally.

When the President announced ICE
raids, we know his intent was to delib-
erately terrorize Black, Brown, and im-
migrant communities.

Livelihoods and families are at stake
and many in the communities, like the
ones I represent, were thrown into fear
and trauma when the President threat-
ened raids over Twitter.

Parents today are forced to have
tough conversations with their chil-
dren to set up emergency plans in the
event they would not return home from
work. This is sad and tragic.

While the President continues to at-
tack immigrants and asylum seekers, I
remind my constituents that this is
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not the time to be fearful or timid, this
is the time to keep fighting, to act like
courageous Americans, and those who
aspire to be Americans, as well.

We are a nation of many peoples and
certainly of immigrants. America is
and has been great, precisely because
we have long welcomed immigrants
with open arms and will continue doing
so. To be American is to be of immi-
grant heritage, with the exception of
our Native American sisters and broth-
ers, all of whom have also suffered be-
cause of tactics to divide us by race, by
creed, or by country of origin.

Together, we are stronger than this
President. And no matter how long this
assault on immigrants and asylum
seekers goes on, it is in our blood, as
Americans, to never lose faith in the
fight for equal human dignity and op-
portunity for all. We must fight until
there is justice for all and justice for
immigrants in America.

If we are talking about Trump’s as-
sault on immigrants, we cannot leave
out what the President has done to
Dreamers. At the beginning of his ad-
ministration, the President rescinded
DACA under the authority of then-At-
torney General Jeff Sessions. That ac-
tion was the opening salvo in President
Trump’s assault on immigrants using
the power of the Oval Office.

The decision to end DACA and the
DACA program was a direct attack on
young men and women, all of whom
were brought into this country through
no decision of their own. Many came as
babies.

Many DACA recipients or Dreamers
call no other country but America
their home. Unfortunately, they have
to work harder than anyone else to
have access to the same opportunities
afforded to their friends and classmates
in the same country that we all love.

That is the case of Elizeth Arguelles,
a 23-year-old Dreamer from my dis-
trict. She is also from my neighbor-
hood of Little Village in Chicago.
Elizeth is paying her way through col-
lege by making and selling tamales.

At age 9, she learned to make
tamales and started helping her moth-
er sell them in the streets of Chicago.
Since elementary school, she has been
waking up at 3:30 in the morning to
make the tamales before going out to
sell them at 7:30.

Elizeth will graduate from college
next year, and we could say her story is
a hallmark of success and American
perseverance. Saying so, however, ig-
nores the dark reality of her situation.
Her story is, by all means, a picture-
perfect example of America’s spirit and
hard work and perseverance. She de-
serves that credit.

Her story, however, is far from a feel-
good story. Rather, it is yet another
example of how our political system
has failed hardworking people in our
country.

Elizeth’s success is hers alone. Our
government has and continues to fail
her by maintaining an anti-immigrant
policy that fails to account for children
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brought here against their own con-
scious will.

It is a reminder that the Dream and
Promise Act passed in the House of
Representatives must be passed in the
Senate immediately. Up to 2.5 million
immigrants across the country, people
like Elizeth, would be eligible for pro-
tection under H. Res. 6, including 37,000
immigrants in Chicago alone.

Through the Dream and Promise Act,
Elizeth and her family and over 85,000
people in my city who live in mixed-
status families would have legal cer-
tainty.

I applaud Elizeth’s perseverance and
determination to fulfill her dream of
graduating from a 4-year university.
But I also hope that the Members of
the Senate are hearing the cries of as-
piring young Americans who want to
continue to contribute to our country,
to lead our country, and to be exem-
plary citizens by giving them a path to
legalization and citizenship.

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tlewoman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON
LEE).

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker,
first, I would like to congratulate the
gentleman from Illinois, Congressman
GARcIA, not only for his legacy and
leadership here in the United States
Congress, but really for the work of
reconciliation and friendship in the
great city of Chicago, working with so
many different groups and under-
standing the myriad of issues dealing
with immigrants.

Madam Speaker, I rise today to, first
of all, say to my fellow Americans—
that was something utilized by Presi-
dent Lyndon Baines Johnson. And I
would think that, as he said it many,
many years ago, America was less di-
verse—I use it now, because I think it
is important in a Nation that is enor-
mously diverse, that we, in fact, use
the words ‘‘fellow Americans,” so that
we cannot pit one group of Americans
against another, these immigrants
against those who are here, or those
who have been immigrants that have
come and now have either gotten sta-
tus or been here for a long time. Let us
not let the administration pit one
American against another. We are, in
fact, really our brothers’ and sisters’
keeper.

When I think of immigrants, I think
of every single person who has come to
this Nation. They have come in many
different colors and in many different
eras. Yes, Native Americans were al-
ready here. Yes, African Americans
came as slaves. But then, as the years
passed, there were people of African de-
scent who came as immigrants. There
were Irish and Italians, there were peo-
ple from Britain and Germany, and
there were people from South Asia,
Asia, and Asia Pacific. And, of course,
there are those who have now come
from the southern border.

Why do we have the right to be able
to demonize individuals who have come
in a recent time, individuals who sim-
ply want an opportunity to work, to
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contribute, and, yes, to put on the uni-
form?

I am reminded of Captain Khan and
his wonderful family. Captain Khan
was a Pakistani who died in the recent
war in Iraq. He came here to this coun-
try. His family came here to this coun-
try.

So, I join with my colleague to say
that we must pass comprehensive im-
migration reform, but we must pass
the legislation that includes the Amer-
ican Dream and Promise Act. We must
recognize that we have to confront the
issue of dealing with the treatment of
those who have come most recently.

How do we deny it, when those of us
who have been to the border, for exam-
ple, literally talked to persons who
have said they watched their father
being beat to death and they watched
as the MS-13, who are wanted in that
country, come to make them a mem-
ber? How are you going to challenge
that?

How do you challenge a woman who
got on the road and had her baby on
the road because people in the neigh-
borhood said she owed them money and
they were going to kill her?

How do you answer an aunt who went
to the store and came back and found
all of her nieces and nephews drugged
and individuals in the house and all
they had to do was escape for their
life?

So, I believe that standing here today
is recognizing that there must be a so-
lution.

Let me share with you just some of
the comments from a hearing that we
had on the oversight of family separa-
tion and CBP short-term custody under
the Trump administration.

In March 2017, former Secretary of
Homeland Security John Kelly an-
nounced that DHS was considering a
proposal to separate families at the
southern border as a means of deter-
ring migration. And that is what they
did.

Today, it was indicated that they had
not reunited every one of those chil-
dren that had been separated. Who of
us in America would welcome the idea
of children being snatched from you?
You wanted that child. This wasn’t a
situation of abuse. And then you come
to find out they could not find you or
find your child to reunite.

In a September 2018 report, the DHS
Inspector General found that DHS was
not fully prepared to implement the
administration’s zero-tolerance policy
or to deal with some of its aftereffects.
Can you imagine that? They just didn’t
have the facilities to deal with this
very detrimental policy.

What about asylum? That is inter-
national law. That is a law that allows
individuals fleeing persecution to come
to any country and seek asylum under
their laws. Under our law, if you are in
credible fear, you could seek asylum.
Those administrations that were rea-
sonable recognized that domestic vio-
lence could be taken into consider-
ation.

July 25, 2019

But let us realize where we are: The
Trump administration eliminated do-
mestic violence right out and then
wanted to eliminate the rights of those
individuals to file for asylum. Just re-
cently, a lawsuit said, no, Mr. Presi-
dent, you cannot do that. You cannot
do that and deny the rights under
international law and national law for
these individuals to be able to use the
process that has been granted to so
many before them.

And then, of course, this report from
the Office of Inspector General that—in
actuality, a report was made public on
July 2, though it was given to the De-
partment of Homeland Security much
earlier than that, but I think this was
a report on the CBP and BP facilities
at the border. Let me recognize, of
course, the need to provide resources.

We voted on a $4.6 billion appropria-
tions at the beginning of July to be
able to help and to provide better re-
sources. But one of the things that was
said to the Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity: “DHS needs to address dan-
gerous overcrowding among single
adults at El Paso Del Norte processing
center.”

And: “DHS needs to address dan-
gerous overcrowding and prolonged de-
tention of children and adults in the
Rio Grande Valley.”

This is not SHEILA JACKSON LEE or
Congressman GARcIA, this is the De-
partment of Homeland Security Inspec-
tor General’s report.

We are, in fact, our brothers’ and sis-
ters’ keeper. We are many colors as im-
migrants. Africans are coming across
the border, fleeing for their lives, seek-
ing relief.

All we have to do is to follow our
laws to allow the asylum process to
proceed and those individuals to be
rendered a judgment that they can
stay or not stay. And then to use our
refugee resettlement and our humani-
tarian agencies to either help settle
them in the United States or resettle
them as they go back out of the United
States.

There’s also the possibility of having
an agreement that after their asylum
has failed, if it does, that they can re-
main with opportunities in Mexico,
which was originally spoken about.

But since I have been to the place in
Mexico where the policies of the Presi-
dent are to keep them in Mexico, I can
tell you that Mexico at the border does
not have the resources, does not have
the housing, and does not have the jobs
to take care of those individuals who
are there.

O 1915

Madam Speaker, I want to make it
very clear, as I started out, my fellow
Americans, on this floor, this par-
ticular Democratic Congress in the ma-
jority has recognized the importance of
Americans.

We have passed legislation to bring
down prescription drugs costs, to pro-
tect against eliminating preexisting
conditions, and to bring down insur-
ance costs. We just passed the historic
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$15-an-hour wage increase as Federal
law. We are working on gun safety.

We are working on issues dealing
with Americans. But we must call our
higher angels and recognize the respon-
sibility of this Nation to address the
concerns of its people.

So, as I conclude my remarks, let me
say that I hope that we will be able to
work together on the 9,000 children who
are held by the Department of Health
and Human Services in what we call
shelters, and to realize or to state—let
me state it publicly to Health and
Human Services, whom I worked with
on the Obama administration—that
these shelters do not belong to Health
and Human Services. They belong to
the people of the United States, funded
with taxpayer dollars, and that means
the Members of the United States Con-
gress.

No Member of Congress should be
blocked from going into these facili-
ties. No Member of Congress should be
blocked from talking to these young
people who want to talk to them and
tell them that they have been in these
centers for 3 months, 100 days. They
are not supposed to be there that long.
There needs to be a system put in place
to expedite these youngsters. One
youngster wants to go back home to
Mexico. He is still there.

So I want to put Health and Human
Services on notice not to block any of
us from coming in, facilitating how we
are to interact with these young peo-
ple, to provide them comfort and un-
derstanding of how we can move their
cases along—not pull them out, not
break the law, not disrespect the sys-
tem, but to help the system, over-
loaded, choked down, not concerned, to
move forward on behalf of these young
people.

I thank Congressman GARCIA for giv-
ing me the opportunity to share some
of my thoughts about how we have to
fix the broken immigration system,
which includes recognizing that many
people who are here working, paying
taxes, paying a mortgage, have come
here through no fault of their own, and,
as well, their families, who are here
seeking opportunity.

I believe that, together, in a bipar-
tisan manner, we could really do this,
as we have done for immigrants who
have come to this country in the 1800s
and the 1900s, and they have now inte-
grated into our society.

Let me thank the gentleman so much
for his leadership on this.

Mr. GARCIA of Illinois. Madam
Speaker, I thank Congresswoman JACK-
SON LEE for her words.

To close this evening, I want to call
our attention again to what we are
seeking to do in this Special Order
hour, which is to again highlight and
shed a spotlight on the administra-
tion’s assault on immigration and asy-
lum seekers that is taking place.

I do it seeking to express the senti-
ment, the concerns, and the aspirations
of, especially, immigrant groups in my
district whom I represent.
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And who are they? They are peobple
who have come from Asia, who have
come from Germany, who have come
from Ireland, who have come from
Eastern Europe, who have come from
Africa and the Caribbean, as well as
Latin America, and even other coun-
tries.

It is my hope that, as the House of
Representatives begins its summer re-
cess, this Congress and the White
House will reflect on the Nation’s great
history of welcoming people who are
fleeing oppression and, as Congress-
woman JACKSON LEE noted, that we
allow our better angels to impact, to
inspire, and to move us.

As we continue our path, striving to
become a more perfect Union, there
isn’t a better way forward than by em-
bracing those who are fleeing persecu-
tion, those who are fleeing violence,
and those who are fleeing terrible con-
ditions in the countries that they were
born in.

I want to thank the Congressional
Progressive Caucus for its assistance in
arranging for this Special Order hour. I
want to thank those who have joined
me tonight to share their stories.

Madam Speaker, we can and we must
do better.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-

gaging in personalities toward the
President. ;
Mr. GARCIA of Illinois. Madam

Speaker, I yield back the balance of
my time.

———

ISSUES OF THE DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2019, the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. YOHO) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority
leader.

Mr. YOHO. Madam Speaker, I have a
three-part series, and I would like to
open at this moment and yield to the
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
PERRY), my good friend.

Mr. PERRY. Madam Speaker, 1
thank the gentleman from Florida for
offering me just a moment to talk
about something that is very impor-
tant to me.

Madam Speaker, I rise today at a
time when the United States and the
international community must step up
efforts to combat money laundering.

Money laundering is a critical source
of funding for terrorist organizations
and drug cartels like the ones that my
good friend from Florida might be
talking about tonight. These are drug
cartels and other organized crime
rings. It is used to disguise profits from
or financing for illicit activity.

Money is moved in a variety of ways
across borders and through the global
financial markets to evade detection
by law enforcement—global financial
markets just like ours. While exact
numbers can’t be determined, esti-
mates suggest that annual sums of
money laundering are in the trillions
of dollars—trillions.
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Money laundering facilitates a broad
range of serious underlying crimes, in-
cluding the financing of North Korea’s
and Iran’s nuclear proliferation net-
works and the activities of terrorist
operations. Money laundering also
plays a significant role in drug, human,
and wildlife trafficking.

In today’s world, money launderers
rely on both new and old methods. The
crime is conducted through shell com-
panies, bulk cash smuggling, gambling,
cyber-related methods, and invest-
ments in mobile commodities, includ-
ing things that you might not think
about, like gems and real estate—yes,
real estate.

For example, we have recently seen a
rise in money laundering through lux-
ury real estate purchases. Some people
come to me and say there is a housing
crisis. Well, when money launderers
are inflating the cost of housing by
laundering money through overpaying
for a property, that is a problem for
vulnerable populations in the United
States. These real estate purchases
happen in major U.S. cities as well as
international cities like London and
Dubai.

Madam Speaker, money laundering
threatens political stability, democ-
racy, and free markets around the
globe, and we must take steps to
counter it right now.

I thank the gentleman from Florida
for yielding to me.

HONORING THE MEMORY OF ROSEWOOD

Mr. YOHO. Madam Speaker, I am en-
tering into the second phase of my Spe-
cial Order.

Madam Speaker, I rise today to
honor the memory of Rosewood and re-
flect upon the tragedy that happened
in 1923.

Rosewood was a small, rural town in
my district. It is in northwest central
Florida, in between Otter Creek,
Chiefland, and Cedar Key. It was built
around the pencil mill and turpentine
industry. It was a mixed town of
Blacks and Whites.

In 1915, it had a population of ap-
proximately 355 people. The town had
started to become segregated. The
neighboring town of Sumner was devel-
oped at the time and was primarily
White.

In January of 1923, a young White
woman claimed that a Black man had
assaulted her. The accusation started a
riot, ultimately resulting in the burn-
ing of the entire town and the death of
countless members of the Rosewood
community.

Within hours of the violence starting,
many survivors fled to the surrounding
woods, where they hid and waited for a
rescue train that was sent there to
take people out of the area of violence.

At the end of the week, only one
building remained standing, and to this
day, the death toll is still unknown,
and no buildings remain.

The story by the young White woman
was found to be a lie. She was the
Black man’s lover. Her significant
other beat her, and she lied and blamed
the young Black man to save face.
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