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parks, our public lands. If there is no 
excess, then you don’t have to find it 
anywhere else because there will be no 
money that goes to that. 

This is not mandatory in any way. 
Also, some people are saying, well, 

maybe there should be an offset for 
this new program. This is really not a 
new program. The parks and public 
lands exist. The responsibility to make 
sure that they are viable, they are 
paid, and they are sustainable already 
exists. This is an existing program. 

We are not taking anything from any 
other program for this. We are simply 
basing it on what is already our exist-
ing responsibility. 

If you were to try and go through a 
traditional approach of trying to ap-
propriate more money through our 
budgeting process, that wouldn’t have 
to have an offset. What we are talking 
about here is existing programs, exist-
ing needs, and existing responsibilities. 

We have spent a whole lot of time 
buying up land. The Federal Govern-
ment owns one-third of America al-
ready. It is easy to buy up more prop-
erty. It is easy to establish a park be-
cause that sounds really cool. You get 
your name on it, and it gives you a leg-
acy. The hard part is maintaining that 
land. 

And for heaven’s sake, if we are going 
to take the responsibility and build a 
legacy, to actually buy something and 
create something, we have to take the 
responsibility of maintaining it, and 
this is exactly what we are talking 
about. 

I am so proud that there are so many 
Republicans and so many Democrats 
who have realized this is our obliga-
tion, this is our responsibility, and we 
have to do it. 

This bill is extremely important be-
cause it is a proper approach to solving 
an existing problem. I encourage the 
leaders of this House to bring it to the 
floor soon so it can be debated and 
heard. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 10 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. CUELLAR) at noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

Rabbi Gershon Avtzon, Yeshivas 
Lubavitch Cincinnati, Cincinnati, 
Ohio, offered the following prayer: 

Almighty God, master of the uni-
verse, I invoke Your blessing today on 
the Members of this honorable institu-

tion, the House of Representatives of 
the United States of America. May 
they humbly serve their constitu-
encies, aware that creating just legisla-
tion is one of the seven laws that You, 
almighty God, gave all humanity 
through Noah, as detailed in Genesis. 

Almighty God, as a descendant of 
Chassidic Jews who fled the Stalinist 
regime that persecuted religious ob-
servance, I am especially grateful and 
blessed to be in America, the nation 
called the ‘‘country of kindness’’ by 
the great spiritual leader of our gen-
eration, the Lubavitcher Rebbe Melech 
HaMoshiach, Rabbi Menachem Mendel 
Schneerson. We thank you for the free-
dom we have here to practice our faith, 
and we pray for those who still suffer 
persecution around the world. 

While legislating, by definition, in-
cludes differences of opinion and rig-
orous debate, I pray that we, neverthe-
less, anticipate our shared bright fu-
ture in the time of redemption and, 
thus, remain ‘‘one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for 
all.’’ 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. 
PAYNE) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. PAYNE led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING RABBI GERSHON 
AVTZON 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. WENSTRUP) is recognized for 1 
minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WENSTRUP. Mr. Speaker, I 

would like to take this opportunity to 
thank the rabbi for coming to the Cap-
itol today to share with us a time in 
prayer, a time when we often need it. 

America has been through many bat-
tles. We have many debates. But we al-
ways come out strong, and we come 
out together, at the end of the day. 

I thank the rabbi for his kind prayer 
and thoughtfulness as we proceed for-
ward as a Nation. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 15 further re-

quests for 1-minute speeches on each 
side of the aisle. 

f 

HONORING THE PAYNE 
FELLOWSHIP 

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the Donald M. Payne, 
Sr., International Development Grad-
uate Fellowship Program. 

My father, the late Donald M. Payne, 
was committed to human rights at 
home, in Africa, and around the world. 
I am honored by the Payne Fellows’ 
commitment to my father’s legacy, and 
I have developed a deep appreciation 
for everything they have done to uplift 
humanity. 

I am proud that the fellowship named 
for my father helps talented young peo-
ple enter the USAID Foreign Service 
program. Today, the Payne Fellows are 
leading the charge on some of the 
greatest global challenges of our time. 

Since its inception in 2013, the pro-
gram has trained 50 talented young in-
dividuals who come from diverse back-
grounds to enrich and enhance the 
USAID Foreign Service. 

This year, I hosted one of the Payne 
Fellows in my office. Her name is 
Meklit Gebru. 

Meklit’s intellect, work ethic, 
humor, and, most of all, her positive 
attitude will truly be missed in my of-
fice. The day after her arrival, she was 
writing questions for me to use in Com-
mittee on Homeland Security sub-
committee hearings. 

Again, I thank the USAID and the 
Payne Fellows for their commitment 
to providing humanitarian efforts 
while in support of America’s foreign 
policy. 

f 

REMEMBERING THE CARLTON 
COMPLEX FIRE 

(Mr. NEWHOUSE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, it has 
been 5 years since the largest single 
wildfire in Washington State history. 

The Carlton Complex fire raged 
through north-central Washington, 
burning more than a quarter of a mil-
lion acres and leaving more than 500 
homes and structures destroyed in its 
path. Still today, the communities, 
small businesses, and families in 
Okanogan County continue to rebuild 
and work to address the long-term con-
sequences of this disaster. 

While the devastation was heart-
breaking, what we saw on the ground 
was a testament to the resilience and 
spirit of Washingtonians, as well as the 
generosity and bravery of those from 
across the region and the Nation who 
came to north-central Washington’s 
aid. 

At the height of the fire, in those 
frightening days of late July 2014, more 
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than 2,800 firefighters from across the 
country poured in to assist the fire-
fight. Today, I rise to recognize and re-
member the heroic efforts of those 
thousands of firefighters, first respond-
ers, and volunteers who worked tire-
lessly and at great personal risk. 

f 

FIGHT AGAINST ELIMINATING 
BROAD-BASED CATEGORICAL 
ELIGIBILITY 
(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I am 
here this afternoon to raise strong con-
cerns about a rule that the Trump ad-
ministration recently announced on 
eliminating broad-based categorical 
eligibility. 

If implemented, this rule will cut 3 
million people off of SNAP, 13 percent 
of whom are elderly and 7 percent of 
whom are children. In addition, 500,000 
kids will lose access to free school 
meals. 

I will put it simply: This will in-
crease food insecurity and hurt work-
ing families. 

President Trump wants to, literally, 
take the food off the table of working 
families so that he can give tax breaks 
to the well-off and the well-connected. 

This proposed rule is against the will 
of Congress. Last year, we worked on a 
bipartisan farm bill, and despite some 
discussion on this, Congress agreed to 
let States maintain their flexibility to 
accommodate low-income households. 

That is why I encourage my col-
leagues in the House and Senate to join 
me and fight every battle this adminis-
tration wages against those who strug-
gle. 

Let us demand an end to this Presi-
dent’s cruelty, and let us work to end 
hunger now. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the 
President. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF ROY 
BATES 

(Mr. BARR asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life of a very special man 
and my good friend, Roy Bates of Win-
chester, Kentucky. 

Mr. Bates, a true patriot, passed 
away on July 4, 2019, on Independence 
Day, appropriately. 

Roy Bates was quite eager to serve 
his country and attempted unsuccess-
fully to enlist in the Navy and the 
Army when he was not yet of legal age. 
In 1950, when he was 18 years old, he en-
listed in the Marine Corps and went to 
Parris Island for training. 

He was assigned to Company C, 1st 
Battalion, 7th Regiment, 1st Division. 
He was soon sent to Korea to join his 
fellow marines. 

On September 1, 1951, just 3 days be-
fore his 19th birthday, Mr. Bates was 
on patrol when his group was am-
bushed. They were taking heavy fire. 
Crawling on his belly, trying to reach 
cover, he heard the dreaded click of a 
land mine beneath him. His left leg was 
blown away, and his right leg sustained 
numerous wounds. 

Severely wounded, he was carried off 
the field by two fellow marines. One of 
those who carried him off was killed in 
action a few days later. Many years 
later, Mr. Bates was reunited with 
Royce Henry, the other marine who 
saved him. 

Mr. Bates spent 7 years in and out of 
hospitals and had 32 surgeries. He re-
ceived a Purple Heart as well as numer-
ous other medals. 

He married his wife, Betty, and they 
had four children. 

Mr. Bates eventually returned home 
to Winchester, where he always cher-
ished a deep love for his country and 
for the Marine Corps. 

He was a well-respected member of 
his community who exemplified good 
character and a positive attitude all of 
his life. 

Mr. Bates and his fellow veterans are 
true heroes. He willingly served to pro-
tect and defend the freedoms that we 
enjoy today. He faced life with unwav-
ering faith in God and love of country. 

Mr. Speaker, I am humbled to honor 
the life of Mr. Roy Bates before the 
United States Congress. 

f 

IT IS TIME FOR SENATE TO ACT 
ON IMMIGRATION 

(Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to thank the 
House for passing H.R. 3239 to provide 
humanitarian standards for migrants 
and refugees in Customs and Border 
Protection custody at our border. 

Having visited the U.S.-Mexico bor-
der now twice in the past 12 months, I 
know how desperately this bill was 
needed. 

We have good news and bad news. 
The good news is that the children, the 
young children, are no longer being 
separated from their biological par-
ents, although we did see 310 children 
separated from aunts, uncles, and 
grandparents. 

But the worst news was the migrants 
who we saw held in overcrowded condi-
tions for up to 40 to 60 days without 
any access to basic services, like a hot 
meal or a shower or being able to brush 
their teeth. 

These are inhumane conditions and a 
human rights violation. 

That is why I was proud to cosponsor 
the bill sponsored by Dr. RAUL RUIZ to 
enact critical safety, nutrition, and hy-
giene standards for migrants in cus-
tody. I was pleased that the House ac-
cepted my amendments to protect 
women from sexual assault at the bor-
der. 

HONORING LABOR LEADER 
HECTOR FIGUEROA 

(Ms. VELÁZQUEZ asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to honor Hector Figueroa, a champion 
for workers, a New Yorker, and proud 
Puerto Rican, who, sadly, passed last 
week. 

While he was relentless in advocating 
for members of his union, SEIU 32BJ, 
he was also on the front lines helping 
taxi drivers, fast food employees, and 
workers in every sector. To him, any-
one who was oppressed was an ally, and 
he was ready to join them in common 
cause. 

Most recently, he was central to 
building support for relief in Puerto 
Rico after Hurricane Maria. 

His belief that everyone deserves re-
spect extended beyond his work as a 
labor leader. Hector treated everyone, 
from the youngest organizers to the 
most powerful elected officials, with 
genuine kindness. 

Just last week, this House voted to 
raise the Federal minimum wage. I like 
to think, wherever he is, that this will 
bring a smile to Hector’s face. 

We will honor his memory by advanc-
ing the causes that inspired him. 

Hector always said, ‘‘We’ll keep orga-
nizing.’’ 

Yes, my friend, we will. 
f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 3877, BIPARTISAN BUDG-
ET ACT OF 2019; PROVIDING FOR 
CONSIDERATION OF H.R. 549, 
VENEZUELA TPS ACT OF 2019; 
AND WAIVING A REQUIREMENT 
OF CLAUSE 6(A) OF RULE XIII 
WITH RESPECT TO CONSIDER-
ATION OF CERTAIN RESOLU-
TIONS REPORTED FROM THE 
COMMITTEE ON RULES 
Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, by 

direction of the Committee on Rules, I 
call up House Resolution 519 and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 519 
Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-

lution it shall be in order to consider in the 
House the bill (H.R. 3877) to amend the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control 
Act of 1985, to establish a congressional 
budget for fiscal years 2020 and 2021, to tem-
porarily suspend the debt limit, and for 
other purposes. All points of order against 
consideration of the bill are waived. The bill 
shall be considered as read. All points of 
order against provisions in the bill are 
waived. The previous question shall be con-
sidered as ordered on the bill and on any 
amendment thereto to final passage without 
intervening motion except: (1) one hour of 
debate equally divided and controlled by 
chair and ranking minority member of the 
Committee on the Budget; and (2) one mo-
tion to recommit. 

SEC. 2. Upon adoption of this resolution it 
shall be in order to consider in the House the 
bill (H.R. 549) to designate Venezuela under 
section 244 of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act to permit nationals of Venezuela to 
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