July 24, 2019

share rich cultural, social, historical and
economic strides that have shaped society in
the past and present. Thank you for your
consideration in this designation.
Sincerely,
RAMON MANNING,
Board Chairman, Emancipation,
Park Conservancy.

NATIONAL TRUST FOR
HISTORIC PRESERVATION,
March 29, 2019.
Chairman RAUL GRIJALVA,
Washington, DC.
Ranking Member ROB BISHOP,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN GRIJALVA AND RANKING
MEMBER BISHOP: We appreciate the oppor-
tunity to share our support for H.R. 434, the
Emancipation National Historic Trail Act.
The National Trust enthusiastically en-
dorses this legislation and looks forward to
its enactment in this Congress.

INTERESTS OF THE NATIONAL TRUST FOR
HISTORIC PRESERVATION

The National Trust for Historic Preserva-
tion is a privately-funded charitable, edu-
cational, and nonprofit organization char-
tered by Congress in 1949 to ‘‘facilitate pub-
lic participation in historic preservation”
and to further the purposes of federal his-
toric preservation laws. The intent of Con-
gress was for the National Trust ‘‘to mobi-
lize and coordinate public interest, partici-
pation, and resources in the preservation and
interpretation of sites and buildings.”” With
headquarters in Washington, D.C., nine field
offices, 27 historic sites, more than one mil-
lion members and supporters, and a national
network of partners in states, territories,
and the District of Columbia, the National
Trust works to save America’s historic
places and advocates for historic preserva-
tion as a fundamental value in programs and
policies at all levels of government.

H.R. 434, EMANCIPATION NATIONAL HISTORIC
TRAIL ACT

We appreciate Representative Sheila Jack-
son Lee’s leadership on this legislation to es-
tablish the Emancipation National Historic
Trail in the state of Texas. The route would
extend approximately 51 miles from the
Osterman Building and Reedy Chapel in Gal-
veston along Texas State Highway 3 and
Interstate Highway 45 North to Freedmen’s
Town and Emancipation Park Ilocated in
Houston.

The designation of this historic trail-to be
administered by the National Park Service-
traces the 19th century migration route from
Galveston to Houston of newly freed slaves
and persons of African descent. On June 19,
1865, General Gordon Granger arrived at Gal-
veston to announce the freedom of the last
American slaves, which belatedly freed ap-
proximately 250,000 slaves nearly two and a
half years after Abraham Lincoln’s Emanci-
pation Proclamation. Their migration to the
community of Freedmen’s Town located in
the Fourth Ward of Houston would be codi-
fied in this proposed historic trail designa-
tion and further allow the National Park
Service to tell the stories of all Americans.

National Historic Trails administered by
the National Park Service provide an oppor-
tunity to recognize, commemorate, and in-
terpret travel routes of national historic sig-
nificance while sharing the significant his-
tories of our nation. We urge Congressional
support of this legislation and look forward
to enactment of H.R. 434.

Sincerely,
PAM BOWMAN,
Director of Public Lands Policy.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

EMANCIPATION PARK CONSERVANCY,
Houston, TX, April 2, 2019.

Hon. DEB HAALAND,

Chairwoman—House Subcommittee National
Parks, Forest, and Public Lands, Natural
Resources Committee, Washington, DC.

Hon. DON YOUNG,

Ranking Member—House Subcommittee Na-
tional Parks, Forest, and Public Lands,
Natural Resources Committee, Washington,
DC.

DEAR CHAIRWOMAN HAALAND AND RANKING
MEMBER YOUNG: I write to express strong
support for H.R. 434, the Emancipation Na-
tional Historic Trail Act, introduced by Con-
gresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee. Enactment
of this bill will make possible an Emanci-
pation National Historic Trail, which will
extend 51 miles from the historic Osterman
Building and Reedy Chapel in Galveston,
Texas, along Highway 3 and Interstate 45,
north to Freedmen’s Town and Emanci-
pation Park in Houston, Texas. This trail
follows the migration route taken by newly-
freed slaves from the Galveston, Texas a
major nineteenth century port to the vibrant
settlement of Freedmen’s Town, which is
today the Fourth Ward of Houston, in the
18th Congressional District.

The Emancipation National Historic Trail
would be the first trail in the southwest
United States that recognizes the role of Af-
rican Americans in the legacy of freedom in
the United States. An Emancipation Historic
Trail designation would bring national rec-
ognition to a period of history when our na-
tion took significant strides to make real
the promise of our nation’s founding docu-
ments attesting to the rights of all to live
free.

Sparked by the desire to have a place to
commemorate the anniversary of their
emancipation, known as Juneteenth, former
slaves and community members in the Third
and Fourth Wards led by Reverend Jack
Yates, Richard Allen, Richard Brock, and
Reverend Elias Dibble united to raise $1,000
in 1872 to purchase 10 acres of park land to
host Juneteenth Celebrations. Emancipation
Park is the most historic and culturally sig-
nificant park in the city of Houston and was
formerly one of the only communal spaces
for Blacks in Houston. Over the years,
Emancipation Park’s immediate surrounding
area experienced an economic boom, where
many Black owned and frequented busi-
nesses, financial institutions and venues
flourished in Houston’s Third Ward. Emanci-
pation Park is significant, not only as a rit-
ual of remembrance and celebration, but also
as an early act of exercising the rights of
property ownership, commerce and coopera-
tive economics amongst Blacks, which were
formerly denied, known in our nation’s
founding documents as ‘‘life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness’”. The Emancipation Na-
tional Historic Trail would serve as an in-
valuable opportunity to share rich cultural,
social, historical and economic strides that
have shaped society in the past and present.
Thank you for your consideration in this
designation.

Sincerely,
RAMON MANNING,
Board Chairman—Emancipation
Park Conservancy.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Guam (Mr. SAN
NicoLAs) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 434, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.
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The title of the bill was amended so
as to read: ‘““A bill to amend the Na-
tional Trails System Act to provide for
the study of the Emancipation Na-
tional Historic Trail, and for other pur-
poses.”’.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 3877, BIPARTISAN BUDGET
ACT OF 2019; PROVIDING FOR
CONSIDERATION OF H.R. 549,
VENEZUELA TPS ACT OF 2019;
AND WAIVING A REQUIREMENT
OF CLAUSE 6(A) OF RULE XIII
WITH RESPECT TO CONSIDER-
ATION OF CERTAIN RESOLU-
TIONS REPORTED FROM THE
COMMITTEE ON RULES

Mr. PERLMUTTER, from the Com-
mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 116-183) on the
resolution (H. Res. 519) providing for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 3877) to
amend the Balanced Budget and Emer-
gency Deficit Control Act of 1985, to es-
tablish a congressional budget for fis-
cal years 2020 and 2021, to temporarily
suspend the debt limit, and for other
purposes; providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 549) to designate Ven-
ezuela under section 244 of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act to permit
nationals of Venezuela to be eligible
for temporary protected status under
such section, and for other purposes;
and waiving a requirement of clause
6(a) of rule XIII with respect to consid-
eration of certain resolutions reported
from the Committee on Rules, which
was referred to the House Calendar and
ordered to be printed.

———

YSLETA DEL SUR PUEBLO AND
ALABAMA-COUSHATTA TRIBES
OF TEXAS EQUAL AND FAIR OP-
PORTUNITY SETTLEMENT ACT

Mr. SAN NICOLAS. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 759) to restore an opportunity
for tribal economic development on
terms that are equal and fair, and for
other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 759

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Ysleta del
Sur Pueblo and Alabama-Coushatta Tribes of
Texas Equal and Fair Opportunity Settle-
ment Act”’.

SEC. 2. AMENDMENT.

The Ysleta del Sur Pueblo and Alabama
and Coushatta Indian Tribes of Texas Res-
toration Act (Public Law 100-89; 101 Stat.
666) is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

“SEC. 301. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.

‘““Nothing in this Act shall be construed to
preclude or limit the applicability of the In-
dian Gaming Regulatory Act (25 U.S.C. 2701
et seq.).”.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Guam (Mr. SAN NICOLAS) and the gen-
tleman from Utah (Mr. CURTIS) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Guam.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SAN NICOLAS. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have b legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the measure under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Guam?

There was no objection.

Mr. SAN NICOLAS. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 759, introduced by
Representative BABIN from Texas,
amends the Ysleta del Sur Pueblo and
Alabama-Coushatta Indian Tribes of
Texas Restoration Act of 1987 to clarify
that the Indian Gaming Regulatory
Act applies to both the Pueblo and the
Tribe.

The Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of
Texas was federally terminated in 1954,
followed by the Ysleta del Sur Pueblo,
also known as the Tigua Tribe, in 1968.
Congress rightfully restored both the
Pueblo and the Tribe in 1987 at one
time by enacting the aforementioned
Restoration Act.

The Indian Gaming Regulatory Act
was enacted just 1 year later, in 1988.
The framework that it created should
have applied to both the Pueblo and
the Tribe, just as it did to every other
Tribe. However, since the Restoration
Act was passed at a time when Indian
gaming was just emerging and Federal
regulations had not yet been imple-
mented, it contains a section regarding
gaming.

We know from the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD that the intent of this section
of the Restoration Act was to clarify
Indian gaming policy at the time, not
to completely prohibit gaming on these
lands in perpetuity, but that is what is
occurring. The language in the Res-
toration Act has been used by the
State of Texas to completely stymie
the Pueblo’s and the Tribe’s ability to
engage in Class II gaming, much to the
detriment of the economic health and
well-being of both the Pueblo and the
Tribe.

Additionally, the only other federally
recognized Tribe in Texas, the Kick-
apoo Traditional Tribe, is allowed to
operate a Class II gaming facility, as
they were restored by Congress in 1983
without any type of gaming restric-
tions.

H.R. 759 remedies this inequality by
clarifying that the Pueblo and the
Tribe, like the Kickapoo, have the
same rights and responsibilities under
the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act as
virtually every other federally recog-
nized Tribe in the United States. The
legislation confers no new or special
rights to the Pueblo or the Tribe, nor
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does it in any way limit the existing
rights of the State of Texas. This is
simply a matter of parity and fairness.

Mr. Speaker, I urge adoption of this
legislation, and I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. CURTIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 759, sponsored by
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. BABIN),
would amend the act of Congress that
restored Federal recognition to the two
Tribes in Texas that are the subject of
this bill.

The amendment would override a
gaming limitation imposed by Con-
gress on the Tribes, thereby author-
izing the Tribes to operate the casinos
regulated under the Indian Gaming
Regulatory Act of 1988 and not under
Texas law.

The question of whether Texas law or
the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act ap-
plies to the two Tribes is no longer
under serious dispute. Federal courts
have settled the question, and the re-
sult of the litigation is that the two
Tribes may not conduct gaming under
IGRA unless Congress enacts a meas-
ure to allow them to do so.

This bill enjoys significant local sup-
port in the communities around the
reservations of the two Tribes, and the
Members who represent the Tribes
strongly support enactment of the
measure because the reservations,
where the casinos would be operated,
are within their districts.

However, while the bill enjoys sup-
port in Texas, I must note that the
Governor of Texas, Greg Abbott, has
written letters to the House leaders
and committee leaders in opposition to
the legislation. In the view of the Gov-
ernor, this bill allows the Tribes to vio-
late the Texas constitution without
the consent of the State of Texas.

It is my hope that such concerns with
the measure can be worked out as the
legislative process continues.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentleman from Alaska (Mr. YOUNG).

(Mr. YOUNG asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. YOUNG. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the ranking member for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, this is about fairness,
and when you have been in this office
as long as I have been—I was here when
we passed the 1984, the 1985, and the
1986 gaming laws—we tried and ex-
pected to do the right thing for all
Tribes. I say I have been involved with
this. When I was chairman, we tried to
do the same thing. It is the right thing
to do. It is the fair thing to do. The
most important thing is it is a simple
matter of fairness.

I will say it again. These two Tribes
have been denied the same opportunity
of every other federally recognized
Tribe, including the Kickapoo Tribe, to
engage in Class II gaming on their res-
ervation. Class II is bingo.

This legislation opens no new door to
gaming in Texas. The Kickapoo Tribe
has been offering bingo on their res-
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ervation for the better part of two dec-
ades with no interference from the
State of Texas.

Second, it should be noted that vir-
tually all communities surrounding the
Alabama-Coushatta reservation have
passed a resolution endorsing this leg-
islation. In fact, over 30 resolutions in
favor of H.R. 769 show that support for
the bill runs from the Gulf of Mexico to
the Red River border on Oklahoma.

This represents genuine grassroots
support for the people who will be most
impacted. Far from thwarting the will
of the people of Texas, this legislation
enables it.

Mr. Speaker, from someone who has
worked on this legislation a long time,
I encourage my colleagues to vote in
favor of this legislation to solve an un-
fair state.

Mr. CURTIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. BABIN).

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, I ran for
Congress to take on and address the
tough issues facing our Nation and the
world and leave it a better place for my
grandchildren, which I will note
climbed to number 16 with the arrival
of Truett Ryan Babin just yesterday.

When I say the tough issues, I mean
the ones most of us would agree on:
border security, immigration, taxes,
trade, national security, and on and on.

But when you take this job, you real-
ize that working on behalf of your con-
stituents as their elected Representa-
tive to the Federal Government can
mean taking on issues that you weren’t
expecting to, and this is certainly one
such case.

But I am proud and honored to be
here, and I thank the leaders from both
sides of the aisle who have come to-
gether and worked with us to get H.R.
759, the Ysleta del Sur Pueblo and Ala-
bama-Coushatta Tribes of Texas Equal
and Fair Opportunity Settlement Act,
passed favorably out of committee and
here to the floor today.

I am not in this fight because of a
love for gaming. I am here because it is
about fairness. It is about equal treat-
ment under the law, jobs, and economic
development and opportunity.

With the exception of a few years in
the military, I have lived in southeast
Texas all of my life, and I have seen
firsthand how these proud Native
Americans have provided jobs and eco-
nomic opportunity not only for mem-
bers of their Tribe but for Texans
throughout our entire region. That is
why the 32 government and civic orga-
nizations who live and work closest to
this reservation have given their
strong endorsement of this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I include in the RECORD
the letters and resolutions from every
one of them.

GOVERNMENT & COMMUNITY ENTITIES IN
SUPPORT OF H.R. 759

Chambers County, Cherokee County Com-
missioners Court, CHI St. Luke’s Health Me-
morial, Cleveland Chamber of Commerce,
Deep East Texas Council of Governments,
Hardin County Commissioners Court, City of
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Ivanhoe, Jasper County Commissioners
Court, Jasper Economic Development Corp,
Jefferson County Commissioners Court.

City of Livingston, Texas, Livingston Ro-
tary Club, Lufkin & Angelina County Cham-
ber of Commerce, Madison County Commis-
sioners Court, National Congress of Amer-
ican Indians, Newton County Commissioners
Court, City of Onalaska, Texas, Orange
County Commissioners Court, Polk County
Chamber of Commerce, Polk County Com-
missioners Court.

Polk County GOP, The River Church,
Sabine County Commissioners Court, San
Augustine County Commissioners Court, San
Jacinto County, Trinity County Commis-
sioners Court, Tyler County Chamber of
Commerce, Tyler County Hospital District,
USET Sovereignty Protection, Walker Coun-
ty Commissioners Court, Walling Printing
Company, City of Woodville.

RESOLUTION

Whereas, the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of
Texas is a federally recognized Indian Tribe
located in Polk County, Texas and is com-
mitted to supporting the economic develop-
ment and creation of jobs within Polk Coun-
ty and surrounding counties of Deep East
Texas; and

Whereas, the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of
Texas’ Naskila electronic bingo facility, has
created over 560 new jobs in Deep East Texas
and is the third largest employer in the re-
gion, and is responsible for injecting nearly
$140 million annually in revenue to the re-
gion; and

Whereas, the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of
Texas provided over 46 fully paid collegiate
scholarships for graduating high school stu-
dents of the Tribe in 2018; and

Whereas, the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of
Texas being a good community partner, con-
tributed $500,000 in donations after Hurricane
Harvey to several counties, and purchased 30
manufactured home units; and

Whereas, United States Congressman Brian
Babin (R-Woodville) has filed H.R. 759 to
clarify conflicting federal statutes regarding
the right of the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of
Texas to offer Class II electronic bingo on
their tribal lands pursuant to the Indian
Gaming Regulatory Act, a right enjoyed and
exercised by the Kickapoo Traditional Tribe
ofTexas since 1996; and

Whereas, the passage of H.R. 759 is vital to
continued economic development and health
of both the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of
Texas and all Deep East Texas; Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, the Cherokee County Commis-
sioners Court hereby joins the Alabama-
Coushatta Tribe of Texas in support of its ef-
fort for passage of H.R. 759 to clarify that the
Tribe can enjoy the opportunity for tribal
economic development on terms that are
equal and fair, and to protect jobs. Further,
the Cherokee County Commissioners Court
urgently requests that United States Sen-
ators John Cornyn and Ted Cruz of Texas, as
well as the other 35 Texans elected to the
United States House of Representatives, join
Congressman Babin in securing the enact-
ment of H.R. 759 into law.

Witness our hands this 9 day of July, 2019.

CHRIS DAVIS,
County Judge.
KELLY TRAYLOR,
Commissioner, Precinct
1.
STEVEN NORTON,
Commissioner, Precinct
2.
PATRICK REAGAN,
Commissioner, Precinct
3.
BILLY MCCUTCHEON,

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Commissioner, Precinct
4.

Whereas, the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of
Texas is a federally recognized Indian Tribe
located in Polk County, Texas and is com-
mitted to supporting the economic develop-
ment and creation of jobs within Polk and
surrounding counties of Deep East Texas;
and

Whereas, the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of
Texas’ Naskila electronic bingo facility, has
created over 560 new jobs in Deep East Texas
and is the third largest employer in the re-
gion, and is responsible for injecting nearly
$140 million annually in revenue to the re-
gion; and

Whereas, the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of
Texas provided over 46 fully paid collegiate
scholarships for graduating high school stu-
dents of the Tribe in 2018; and

Whereas, the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of
Texas being a good community partner, con-
tributed $500,000 in donations after Hurricane
Harvey to several counties, and purchased 30
manufactured home units; and

Whereas, United States Congressman Brian
Babin (R-Woodville) has filed H.R. 759 to
clarify conflicting federal statutes regarding
the right of the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of
Texas to offer Class II electronic bingo on
their tribal lands pursuant to the Indian
Gaming Regulatory Act, a right enjoyed and
exercised by the Kickapoo Traditional Tribe
of Texas since 1996; and

Whereas, the passage of H.R. 759 is vital to
continued economic development and health
of both the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of
Texas and all Deep East Texas; Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, the CHI St. Luke’s Health Memo-
rial hereby joins the Alabama-Coushatta
Tribe of Texas in support of its effort for pas-
sage of H.R. 759 to clarify that the Tribe can
enjoy the opportunity for tribal economic
development on terms that are equal and
fair, and to protect jobs. Further, the CHI St.
Luke’s Health Memorial urgently requests
that United States Senators John Cornyn
and Ted Cruz of Texas, as well as the other
35 Texans elected to the United States House
of Representatives, join Congressman Babin
in securing the enactment of H.R. 759 into
law.

Approved this 26 day of March, 2019.

MONTE BOSTWICK,
Mavrket Chief Executive Officer,
CHI St. Luke’s Health Memorial.
GREATER CLEVELAND CHAMBER,
Cleveland, Texas, April 24, 2019.

NASKILA GAMING,

Yolanda Poncho, Public Relations Manager,
Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of Texas, Living-
ston, Texas.

DEAR MRsS. PoNcHO: Thanks to you and
your team for the presentation to our Board
on Thursday, April 4, 2019 regarding a resolu-
tion by our board supporting HR 459.

Our Board held its regular meeting on
Thursday, 4/18/19 and discussed the issue.
After review by our board and it has been de-
termined that Greater Cleveland Chamber
By-Laws will not allow a resolution endors-
ing the bill.

The Board did vote to send give the at-
tached letter supporting Naskila.

I hope this helps your cause and thank all
of you a Naskila for the support your give to
the Chamber and the Cleveland community.

Please feel free to contact me if you have
any questions regarding the above.

Respectfully,
CHARLIE RICE,
President & Chairman
of the Board.
JIM CARSON,
Vice President
COO.

and
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GREATER CLEVELAND CHAMBER,
Cleveland, Texas, April 24, 2019.

To WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: This is a Letter
of Support for Naskila Gaming, 540 State
Park Road 56, Livingston Texas and the Ala-
bama-Coshatta Tribe of Texas. Naskila Gam-
ing joined the Greater Cleveland Chamber of
Commerce in October 2016 at the ‘‘Distin-
guished Investor’” membership level. They
are committed to our Chamber events and
were a Bronze Level sponsor of our 2019 an-
nual awards banquet—Cleveland Through the
Ages.

The Greater Cleveland Chamber appre-
ciates the support Naskila gives to both the
people, as well as the businesses in the great-
er Cleveland area.

Sincerely,
CHARLIE RICE,
President & Chairman
of the Board.
JIM CARSON,
Vice  President
COO.
DETCOG RESOLUTION—Deep East Texas

Council of Governments & Economic De-

velopment District
IN SUPPORT OF THE
COUSHATTA TRIBE OF TEXAS

WHEREAS, the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe
of Texas is a federally recognized Indian
Tribe located in Polk County, Texas and is
committed to supporting the economic de-
velopment and creation of jobs within Polk
and neighboring counties of Deep East
Texas; and

WHEREAS, through the creation of
Naskila Gaming, the Alabama-Coushatta
Tribe of Texas has created over 560 new jobs
in Deep East Texas and is the third largest
employer in the region, and is responsible for
injecting nearly $140 million annually into
our regional economy; and

WHEREAS, the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe
of Texas is a great asset to our region and a
wonderful neighbor and friend to all of
Texas. When Hurricane Harvey devastated
our state, they were among the first to step
up and provide emergency financial assist-
ance to victims throughout Deep East Texas
and many other hard-hit areas; and

WHEREAS, the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe
of Texas supports the youth of Deep East
Texas and provided 46 fully paid collegiate
scholarships for graduating high school stu-
dents in 2018, and

WHEREAS, the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe
of Texas deserves to be treated equally and
fairly and enjoy the same opportunities as
other federally recognized Tribes; and

WHEREAS, federal statutes conflict re-
garding the right of the Alabama-Coushatta
Tribe of Texas to offer Class II electronic
bingo on their tribal lands pursuant to the
Indian Gaming Regulatory Act, a right en-
joyed and exercised by the Kickapoo Tradi-
tional Tribe of Texas since 1996, and Rep-
resentative Brian Babin has filed legislation
to clarify the conflicting federal statutes;
Now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED,the Board of Directors of the
Deep East Texas Council of Governments
hereby states its support for the Alabama-
Coushatta Tribe of Texas in the effort to
clarify that the Tribe can enjoy the oppor-
tunity for tribal economic development on
terms that are equal and fair, and to protect
jobs.

ADOPTED by the Board of Directors of

the Deep East Texas Council

Governments and Economic

Development District on the 28th day

of March, 2019.

THE HONORABLE DAPHNE SESSION,
President.

THE HONORABLE ROY BOLDON,
Secretary.

and

ALABAMA-
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RESOLUTION—12-19
STATE OF TEXAS, § COMMISSIONERS
COURT.
COUNTY OF HARDIN, §,
COUNTY, TEXAS.
BE IT REMEMBERED at a meeting of Com-
missioners Court of Hardin County, Texas,
held on this 26TH Day of March. 2019, on mo-
tion by LW Cooper Jr., Commissioner of Pre-
cinct No. 1, and second by . . .. Alvin Rob-
erts, Commissioner of Precinct No. 4, the fol-
lowing RESOLUTION was adopted:
A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF H.R. 759
Whereas, the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of
Texas is a Federally recognized Indian Tribe
located in Polk County, Texas and is com-
mitted to supporting the economic develop-
ment and creation of jobs within Polk and
surrounding counties of Deep East Texas;
and
Whereas, the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of
Texas’ Naskila electronic bingo facility has
created over 560 new jobs in Deep East Texas.
and is the third largest employer in the re-
gion and is responsible for injecting nearly
$140 million annually in revenue to the re-
gion; and
Whereas, the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of
Texas provided over 46 fully paid collegiate
scholarships for graduating high school stu-
dents of the Tribe in 2018; and
Whereas, the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of
Texas being a good community partner con-
tributed $500,000.00 in donations after Hurri-
cane Harvey to several counties, and pur-
chased 30 mobile home units; and
Whereas, United State Congressman Brian
Babin (R-Woodville) has filed H.R. 759 to
clarify conflicting federal statutes regarding
the right of the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of
Texas to offer Class II Electronic Bingo on
their tribal lands pursuant to the Indian
Gaming Regulatory Act, a right enjoyed and
exercised by the Kickapoo Traditional Tribe
of Texas since 1996; and
Whereas, the passage of H.R. 759 is vital to
continued economic development and health
of both the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of
Texas and all Deep East Texas; Now, there-
fore, be it
RESOLVED that the Hardin County Com-
missioners Court hereby joins the Alabama-
Coushatta Tribe of Texas in support of its ef-
fort for passage of H.R. 759 to clarify that the
Tribe can enjoy the opportunity for tribal
economic development on terms that are
equal and fair, and to protect jobs. FUR-
THER, the Hardin County Commissioners
Court urgently requests that United States
Senators John Cornyn and Ted Cruz of
Texas, as well as the other 35 Texans elected
to the United States House of Representa-
tives, join Congressman Babin in securing
the enactment of H.R. 759 into law..
SIGNED this 26th, day of MARCH, 2019.
JUDGE WAYNE MCDANIEL,
County Judge
L.W. COOPER JR.,
County Commissioner, Precinct 1.
COMMISSIONER CHRIS KIRKENDALL,
County Commissioner, Precinct 2.
KEN PELT
COMMISSIONER, KEN PELT,
County Commissioner, Precinct 3.
COMMISSIONER, ALVIN ROBERTS,
County Commissioner, Precinct 4.
Mr. BABIN. All I want is for this
Tribe in my district to simply have the
same rights and the same opportunities
as their counterparts at the Kickapoo
Tribe of Texas facility in Eagle Pass,
Texas, and what they deserve under a
fair interpretation of IGRA, the Indian
Gaming Regulatory Act.
Why should one Tribe be able to play
bingo and another Tribe not be able to
in the same State of Texas?
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Poverty and joblessness are a scourge
in many communities across this coun-
try, but the consequences are espe-
cially dire on the reservation lands of
the Native American peoples across
this Nation.
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This facility has already helped turn
that tide of poverty away from my dis-
trict, creating over 500 jobs, contrib-
uting $140 million in economic activity
each year. But all of those benefits and
more aren’t just at risk if this bill
doesn’t pass. They are guaranteed to go
away.

So please join us today and stop that
from happening, and please support
this bill.

Mr. CURTIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. HURD).

Mr. HURD of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today in support of H.R. 759, the
Ysleta del Sur Pueblo and Alabama-
Coushatta Tribes of Texas Equal and
Fair Opportunity Settlement Act.

As a Representative with more
Tribes in my district than any other
Texan, it is my solemn obligation to
fight on behalf of Texas’ native people.

I am a proud Texan, and there is no
greater State in the Union, no prouder
people than we Texans, and for all the
blessings bestowed upon the Lone Star
State, we still fall short in our efforts
of providing true economic stability to
our Native American Tribes.

The Ysleta del Sur Pueblo are the
oldest community in the State of
Texas claiming a governing body since
1682.

During the Texas Revolution, it was
the Alabama-Coushatta of East Texas
who provided refuge, food, and medi-
cine to the great Sam Houston and his
army. Their story is sewn into the fab-
ric of Texas’ history.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 759 is not about
whether one agrees or disagrees with
gambling. This bill isn’t about gam-
bling. It is about letting two Tribes in
two of Texas’ most economically dis-
tressed zones engage in what every
other Tribe in America engages in.
This bill would allow these two Tribes
in Texas to do bingo.

That is it. Not blackjack. Not poker.
Not craps. Just bingo.

For too long, the Alabama-Coushatta
and the Tigua Tribes have been pre-
vented from achieving self-sufficiency.
It is time we right this wrong.

We will take today efforts to give the
Alabama-Coushatta and Ysleta del Sur
Pueblo Tribes a chance to embark on
the American Dream. We will vote to
lift their families out of poverty. We
will vote to educate their youth, and
we will vote to grow their economies. I
am hoping my 432 colleagues say ‘‘yes’”’
with their vote.

I want to thank the distinguished
gentleman from the great State of
Texas, my friend, Dr. BABIN, and I want
to thank my friends on the other side
of the aisle, Chairman GRIJALVA and
others, because without them, this
would not have happened.
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Mr. Speaker, we still work in a bipar-
tisan way here in Washington, D.C.,
and the fact that we are going to help
these two Tribes support their commu-
nity is an example of this today.

Mr. CURTIS. Mr. Speaker, I have no
more speakers on this bill, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. SAN NICOLAS. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, I, too, do not wish for
my support of this measure to indicate
or to be misconstrued as support for
gaming.

My support of this measure has ev-
erything to do with what my colleague
on the other side of the aisle has stat-
ed. This is about parity, and this is
about the unique sovereignty that rec-
ognized Tribes have with the Federal
Government through our own Constitu-
tion.

If we are going to be recognizing this
unique sovereignty, we should do so
equally among all the other Tribes.
This equality is so necessary if we are
going to maintain the credibility of the
process.

Mr. Speaker, I am grateful for my
colleagues and all the work that they
put into this, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Guam (Mr. SAN
NicoLAs) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 759, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES
FOR CHILDREN PROGRAM REAU-
THORIZATION ACT OF 2019

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 776) to amend the Public Health
Service Act to reauthorize the Emer-
gency Medical Services for Children
program.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 776

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Emergency
Medical Services for Children Program Reau-
thorization Act of 2019”.

SEC. 2. REAUTHORIZATION OF THE EMERGENCY
MEDICAL SERVICES FOR CHILDREN
PROGRAM.

Section 1910(d) of the Public Health Serv-
ice Act (42 U.S.C. 300w-9(d)) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘2014, and” and inserting
¢2014,”’; and

(2) by inserting before the period the fol-
lowing: ‘‘, and $22,334,000 for each of fiscal
years 2020 through 2024°°.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) and the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. CARTER)
each will control 20 minutes.
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