
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH7256 July 24, 2019 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, this is a 
sad day in the history of the House. 
Some 21 years ago, a deranged indi-
vidual came through the door that we 
now call the Memorial Door and took 
the lives of two of our officers. 

I rise to pay tribute to my con-
stituent Officer Jacob Chestnut and 
Detective John Gibson from the State 
of Virginia. Both of them were shot 
and killed defending this Capitol 21 
years ago today, July 24, 1998. 

A lone gunman burst through what 
we now call the Memorial Door and at-
tacked this sacred home of American 
democracy. These brave officers, whom 
we remember today, placed themselves 
in the line of fire and gave their lives 
to protect Members, staff, and visitors 
in the building that morning. 

Memorial Door, Mr. Speaker, is right 
outside my office. I go through it al-
most every day. Every time I pass 
through it, I look at the memorial 
plaque and remember these two ex-
traordinary and brave men whose sac-
rifice will not be forgotten by those 
who serve in and work in this House, 
by their brothers and sisters in the 
Capitol Police force who still stand 
sentry and watch over it, and by their 
grateful fellow Americans. 

Today, America, let us pay tribute to 
Officer Chestnut and Detective Gibson 
and give our thanks to all the men and 
women of the U.S. Capitol Police and, 
indeed, to all law enforcement officers 
who, every morning, get up and put a 
badge perhaps on their chest or on 
their belt or in their wallet and go out 
to protect us, their neighbors, their 
friends. 

Let us thank all law enforcement of-
ficers in communities across this coun-
try for their service, their dedication, 
and their sacrifices, which make the 
exercise of democracy possible. 

HONORING MELINDA WALKER UPON HER 
RETIREMENT AS CHIEF REPORTER OF DEBATES 
Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I just 

spoke about two who served our Cap-
itol and our country. Unhappily, they 
lost their lives. 

I now speak about one who has served 
our House of Representatives as an in-
stitution much more happily, because 
she has served so well and so faithfully 
and so long and is now retiring, hope-
fully, to a very happy retirement. 

We could not do our job representing 
the American people without the tire-
less and sometimes thankless labors of 
the men and women who make this 
House function behind the scenes. 

They sit at the desk behind us. They 
sit at the upper rostrum. They make a 
difference. And they record what we 
have to say. 

From the Clerk’s Office to the Par-
liamentarian staff, from the C–SPAN 
crew to the stenographers, the non-
partisan, professional staff who enable 
the work of the House and its Members 
are central to the success of our con-
stitutional mission. 

The House has relied on the services 
of shorthand reporters of debates for 

almost 200 years, and the verbatim pro-
ceedings of House business have been 
published as the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD since 1873. 

We have a young woman who is now 
taking down my remarks, which may 
or may not be profound, but somebody 
will be able to say: ‘‘What did Hoyer 
say?’’ ‘‘What did my Representative 
say?’’ 

A division of the Office of the Clerk, 
the Office of Official Reporters is 
charged with providing nonpartisan, 
professional stenographic services for 
the House floor, committees, and lead-
ership. 

It has grown from a 5-person shop in 
the 19th century to a diverse 43-person 
operation today. They work extraor-
dinarily long hours; they work very 
hard; and they are extraordinarily 
competent. 

Today, I join all my colleagues in 
thanking one of those outstanding, 
wonderful individuals who is retiring 
as the Chief Reporter of Debates, 
Melinda Walker. 

Melinda is with us on the floor today. 
Melinda, thank you very much. 
And I know, Mr. Speaker, if it 

weren’t out of order, I would mention 
that her family is in the gallery, but 
because that is not in order, I won’t do 
that. 

Melinda will step down in August, 
after more than 20 years of service to 
the House of Representatives. 

A proud native of Texas, Melinda 
came to the House in 1999, after serving 
as a court reporter for the U.N. Inter-
national Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda 
in Arusha, Tanzania. 

Her career began after graduating 
from the Stenograph Institute of Texas 
in 1989, and her work took her around 
the country and across the world, with 
positions in the United Kingdom, the 
Caribbean, and South Africa. 

Melinda has reported both House 
committee hearings and floor pro-
ceedings. She has taken down com-
mittee testimony from two Chief Jus-
tices of the Supreme Court and three 
Secretaries of State, among many oth-
ers. 

On the floor, Melinda has reported 
the State of the Union messages for 
three Presidents, as well as the re-
marks of numerous foreign dignitaries 
during joint meetings of Congress. 

Upon Melinda’s promotion to Chief 
Reporter in 2015, she led the team of re-
porters and staff in charge of the pro-
duction of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 
Under her watch, the office has been 
successful in meeting its daily produc-
tion deadlines, while capturing the in-
tricate parliamentary nuances of 
House proceedings. 

Melinda has contributed a fully re-
vised and updated style and formatting 
manual, more than 200 pages long, for 
the Office of Official Reporters. Ameri-
cans will be advantaged by that work 
for decades to come. 

She has been recognized by the Na-
tional Court Reporters Association as a 
Registered Professional Reporter and a 

Certified Manager of Reporting Serv-
ices, and she remains a certified short-
hand reporter in her native Texas. 

Melinda plans to return to her home-
town of San Saba, Texas, and spend 
more time with her family and faithful 
dog, Bleu. 

Lucky dog to have Melinda back. 
Mr. Speaker, I hope my colleagues 

will join me in thanking Melinda Walk-
er for her many years of distinguished 
and dedicated service to the House and 
in wishing her the very best in retire-
ment. 

Melinda, we owe you and your col-
leagues a debt of gratitude. You si-
lently serve and sit and listen to verb 
after noun after adjective after word 
after word after word—and you stay 
awake. It is amazing. And you do it so 
well, to the advantage of all of us who 
serve here, but, much more impor-
tantly, to the advantage of the people 
of the United States, who will know 
what their Representatives say on 
their behalf and will be, therefore, able, 
in a democracy, to make a sound judg-
ment as to whether those words are the 
words they want intoned on this floor 
on their behalf. 

So, Melinda, to you and to all of your 
colleagues, we say thank you. God-
speed. Be well. 

f 

RECOGNIZING EDD SORENSON OF 
JACKSON COUNTY, FLORIDA 

(Mr. DUNN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize a local hero from Jackson 
County, Florida. 

Mr. Edd Sorenson is known inter-
nationally for his courageous and skill-
ful ability to rescue and retrieve cave 
divers. Just this past March, he was 
called upon in the Dominican Republic 
to retrieve two bodies that were on the 
brink of never being recovered due to 
the dangerous conditions. 

His most recent courageous rescue 
took place in Tennessee, where he was 
called upon, in the middle of the night, 
to save the life of a professional cave 
diver, Josh Bratchley, widely known as 
the man who saved the Thai soccer 
team last year from their cave inci-
dent. 

When Edd is not answering a call for 
the next cave rescue, you will find him 
managing his cave diving business in 
Marianna, Florida, where he is a cave 
dive instructor. 

Edd is a truly remarkable individual. 
Mr. Speaker, please join me in recog-
nizing Mr. Edd Sorenson for his heroic 
and selfless actions that have saved the 
lives of many and brought closure to 
families that, otherwise, would never 
have been possible. 

f 

b 1215 

THE PLIGHT OF ETHIOPIAN 
ISRAELIS IN ISRAEL 

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to highlight the suffering of 
Ethiopian Israelis. A couple of weeks 
ago, a young Ethiopian Israeli man was 
killed by an Israeli police officer. 

After this tragedy, there have been 
massive protests against police bru-
tality. Unfortunately, these protests 
have turned violent. While I do not 
condone violence, I believe people have 
the right to protest systemic racism. 

The Ethiopian community in Israel 
has been treated like second-class citi-
zens for decades. In the 1990s, Ethio-
pian Israelis had their donated blood 
secretly disposed of by Israeli officials 
because they believed it may contain 
the HIV virus. 

Just 4 years ago, an Ethiopian Israeli 
IDF soldier was brutally beaten by an 
Israeli police officer, setting off an-
other wave of massive demonstrations. 

Now, there are reports that the pro-
tests against police brutality are being 
cast as anti-Israeli. This is nothing 
more than an attempt to delegitimize 
their suffering. I will not tolerate it, 
and neither should any Member of this 
body. 

f 

NEW SNAP PROGRAM RULING 
(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, this week the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture announced 
and published a new rule that would 
address ‘‘broad-based categorical eligi-
bility’’ through the SNAP program, 
formerly known as food stamps. 

Under current law, SNAP recipients 
in dozens of States have been auto-
matically enrolled into the program, 
despite not really demonstrating finan-
cial need; simply by receiving other 
minimal welfare services, even just re-
ceiving a pamphlet in the mail. 

Now, let me be clear that these 
changes—anyone who truly is economi-
cally distressed and eligible will con-
tinue to receive SNAP benefits. But 
through the loophole that has been in 
existence, some recipients were en-
rolled in the program without meeting 
its asset and income tests. The asset 
and income tests are critical metrics to 
ensure program integrity and prevent 
benefits from going to those who would 
not normally qualify or truly need the 
assistance. 

This new regulation attempts to fix 
this problem by limiting categorical 
eligibility for SNAP recipients only to 
those recipients who receive substan-
tial welfare benefits, rather than nomi-
nal ones. 

As the former chairman of the Nutri-
tion Subcommittee, I rise in strong 
support of this proposal. Enacting this 
rule will help address waste and abuse 
within SNAP, while encouraging the 
continued availability of the program 
for our friends in need who truly find 
themselves food insecure. 

HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE 
OF PAUL HANEY 

(Mr. MORELLE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. MORELLE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of Paul Haney, 
a longtime leader in Rochester and 
Monroe County, and my very dear 
friend, who passed away on Sunday. 

As a former county legislator and 
city councilman, Paul was a fixture in 
our community; a man who truly em-
bodied the high ideals of public service. 

Paul was kind, honest, smart as a 
whip, and deeply passionate about im-
proving the community he loved. He 
devoted his life in service to his neigh-
bors and was always the first to lend a 
hand to those in need. 

Paul Haney’s contributions have left 
a profound and lasting impact on his 
beloved city. His legacy will never be 
forgotten. 

I join all of Rochester County and 
Monroe County in mourning his loss, 
and extend my thoughts, prayers, and 
deepest sympathies to the Haney fam-
ily. 

f 

CONGRATULATING CHANDLER 
WASHBURN AND THE UNITED 
STATES NAVAL ACADEMY MIXED 
CREW TEAM 

(Mr. RUTHERFORD asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate Midshipman 
Chandler Washburn and the entire 
United States Naval Academy mixed 
crew team for their victory at the his-
toric, now historic, King’s Cup this 
past July. 

The King’s Cup is a prestigious race 
between eight allied military forces, 
and has only been held twice, once in 
1919, and this year on the 100th anni-
versary. The U.S. Naval Academy de-
feated countries like Canada, France, 
and Germany on their way to winning 
the cup. 

The Northeast Florida community is 
incredibly proud of Chandler and his 
fellow midshipmen on this extraor-
dinary accomplishment. 

Chandler graduated from the Epis-
copal School in Jacksonville and is 
now a sophomore at the Naval Acad-
emy. Like all those representing us at 
service academies across the country, 
his commitment to both academics and 
military service inspire us all. 

On behalf of the Fourth District of 
Florida, congratulations to Chandler 
and the Naval Academy mixed crew 
team for a victory they will remember 
for the rest of their lives. 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 397, REHABILITATION 
FOR MULTIEMPLOYER PENSIONS 
ACT OF 2019; PROVIDING FOR 
CONSIDERATION OF H.R. 3239, HU-
MANITARIAN STANDARDS FOR 
INDIVIDUALS IN CUSTOMS AND 
BORDER PROTECTION CUSTODY 
ACT; PROVIDING FOR PRO-
CEEDINGS DURING THE PERIOD 
FROM JULY 29, 2019, THROUGH 
SEPTEMBER 6, 2019; AND FOR 
OTHER PURPOSES 

Mrs. TORRES of California. Mr. 
Speaker, by direction of the Com-
mittee on Rules, I call up House Reso-
lution 509 and ask for its immediate 
consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 509 
Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-

lution it shall be in order to consider in the 
House the bill (H.R. 397) to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to create a Pension 
Rehabilitation Trust Fund, to establish a 
Pension Rehabilitation Administration with-
in the Department of the Treasury to make 
loans to multiemployer defined benefit 
plans, and for other purposes. All points of 
order against consideration of the bill are 
waived. In lieu of the amendments in the na-
ture of a substitute recommended by the 
Committees on Education and Labor and 
Ways and Means now printed in the bill, an 
amendment in the nature of a substitute 
consisting of the text of Rules Committee 
Print 116-24 shall be considered as adopted. 
The bill, as amended, shall be considered as 
read. All points of order against provisions 
in the bill, as amended, are waived. The pre-
vious question shall be considered as ordered 
on the bill, as amended, and on any further 
amendment thereto, to final passage without 
intervening motion except: (1) one hour of 
debate equally divided among and controlled 
by the chair and ranking minority member 
of the Committee on Education and Labor 
and the chair and ranking minority member 
of the Committee on Ways and Means; (2) the 
further amendment printed in part A of the 
report of the Committee on Rules accom-
panying this resolution, if offered by the 
Member designated in the report, which shall 
be in order without intervention of any point 
of order, shall be considered as read, shall be 
separately debatable for the time specified in 
the report equally divided and controlled by 
the proponent and an opponent, and shall not 
be subject to a demand for division of the 
question; and (3) one motion to recommit 
with or without instructions. 

SEC. 2. At any time after adoption of this 
resolution the Speaker may, pursuant to 
clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the House 
resolved into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for consider-
ation of the bill (H.R. 3239) to require U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection to perform 
an initial health screening on detainees, and 
for other purposes. The first reading of the 
bill shall be dispensed with. All points of 
order against consideration of the bill are 
waived. General debate shall be confined to 
the bill and shall not exceed one hour equal-
ly divided and controlled by the chair and 
ranking minority member of the Committee 
on the Judiciary. After general debate the 
bill shall be considered for amendment under 
the five-minute rule. In lieu of the amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute rec-
ommended by the Committee on the Judici-
ary now printed in the bill, it shall be in 
order to consider as an original bill for the 
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