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I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms.
JOHNSON) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2397, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

The title of the bill was amended so
as to read: ‘““A bill to amend the Na-
tional Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology Act to make changes to the im-
plementation of the Manufacturing
USA Network, and for other pur-
poses.”’.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

EXPANDING FINDINGS FOR FED-
ERAL OPIOID RESEARCH AND
TREATMENT ACT

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
I move to suspend the rules and pass
the bill (H.R. 3153) to direct the Direc-
tor of the National Science Foundation
to support research on opioid addic-
tion, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3153

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; FINDINGS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ‘“‘Expanding Findings for Federal Opioid
Research and Treatment Act’” or the “EF-
FORT Act”.

(b) FINDINGS.—The Congress finds that—

(1) research gaps currently exist in the pre-
vention and treatment of opioid addiction;

(2) the National Science Foundation’s re-
search on opioid addiction has increased un-
derstanding of the neuroscience of addiction,
substance abuse intervention, the role of il-
licit supply networks, the secondary effects
on families, the use of technology to address
the opioid epidemic, and options for alter-
native, non-addictive therapeutics for pain;
and

(3) the National Science Foundation and
the National Institutes of Health have recog-
nized that fundamental questions in basic,
clinical, and translational research would
benefit greatly from multidisciplinary ap-
proaches and collaboration.

SEC. 2. NSF SUPPORT OF RESEARCH ON OPIOID
ADDICTION.

The Director of the National Science Foun-
dation, in consultation with the Director of
the National Institutes of Health, shall sup-
port merit-reviewed and competitively
awarded research on the science of opioid ad-
diction.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. JOHNSON) and the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma (Mr. LUCAS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Texas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and to
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include extraneous material on H.R.
3153, the bill now under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

I rise in support of H.R. 3153, the EF-
FORT Act.

The effect of the opioid epidemic on
communities across our country is
clear. Research from the CDC shows
that, on average, 130 Americans die
every day after overdosing on illegal
opioids. In 2017, approximately 1.7 mil-
lion Americans had a substance abuse
disorder related to opioids. Those sta-
tistics are staggering, and the effects
of this problem on our communities is
heartbreaking.

While past and ongoing research con-
ducted by the National Science Foun-
dation has greatly increased our
knowledge of opioid addiction, more
work, of course, is needed. The basic
research authorized in H.R. 3153 will
extend and expand our understanding
of opioid addiction and its impact on
our communities and allow us to de-
velop more effective evidence-based
policies to address this epidemic.

I commend my colleagues, Rep-
resentative WEXTON and Representa-
tive BAIRD, for their leadership on this
good, bipartisan legislation and urge
my colleagues to support it, and I re-
serve the balance of my time

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

H.R. 3153, the Expanding Findings for
Federal Opioid Research and Treat-
ment, or EFFORT, Act identifies gaps
that exist in research of the prevention
and treatment of opioid addiction and
authorizes the National Science Foun-
dation to support research grants in
these areas.

This legislation will help drive re-
search to understand one of the most
important issues facing our country:
How do we stop the opioid addiction
crisis?

Congress must do all we can to com-
bat opioid abuse and the continuing in-
crease in opioid-related deaths.

In 2017, more than 70,000 people died
from drug overdoses, and approxi-
mately 68 percent of those deaths in-
volved opioids. With my home State of
Oklahoma being one of the leading
States in opioid prescriptions, I believe
supporting programs intended to im-
prove our understanding of the science
of addiction and combat this crisis is
just common sense.

I thank Representative JENNIFER
WEXTON and Representative JIM BAIRD
for their bipartisan work on this bill.
Opioid addiction affects too many in
our communities, and I applaud this ef-
fort to support more basic research in
the science of addiction.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage all the
Members of this body to support this
legislation, and I reserve the balance of
my time.
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Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
I yield 3 minutes to the gentlewoman
from Virginia (Ms. WEXTON).

Ms. WEXTON. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the chairwoman for yielding and for
her leadership on the very fine bills we
have before the House here this after-
noon.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of my bill, H.R. 3153, the bipartisan EF-
FORT Act, which would expand Fed-
eral research on opioid addiction.

Since 2011, more than 200 people in
the northern Shenandoah Valley of
Virginia have lost their lives due to an
opioid overdose. Some of the highest
numbers of children being born in Vir-
ginia with neonatal abstinence syn-
drome have been from my district.

But these numbers don’t tell the
heartbreaking devastation the opioid
crisis has wrought for families who
have lost their mother, their father,
their brother, their sister, or their
child. Meanwhile, our law enforcement
officers and first responders are strug-
gling with the trauma and burnout
that comes from being on the front
lines of so many tragic and needless
deaths of their friends and neighbors.

Tens of thousands of Americans and
more than 1,000 Virginians are dying
every year from overdoses. Addiction is
an illness, and fighting the crisis effec-
tively requires adequate research and
funding. The EFFORT Act will help to
do this by directing the National
Science Foundation to support re-
search on the science of opioid addic-
tion.

The NSF has done an exceptional job
in establishing some of the
foundational understanding on opioid
addiction, including research regarding
the use of technology to address the
crisis, the secondary effects on fami-
lies, and options for alternative thera-
peutics for pain. And while this re-
search has significantly increased our
understanding of addiction, research
gaps remain in a wide range of dis-
ciplines, including, for example, social
and behavioral issues such as stigma,
socioeconomic status, or treatment ac-
cessibility.

The NSF has a unique ability to help
us close some of these gaps and, in
turn, to help us develop solutions. By
expanding the NSF’s research on opioid
addiction both within the agency, as
well as jointly with the National Insti-
tutes of Health when needed, we can
more effectively integrate clinical and
basic research, obtain a broader under-
standing of the science of opioid addic-
tion and its impact, and have a more
comprehensive approach to tackling
the crisis.

As a founding member of the bipar-
tisan Freshmen Working Group on Ad-
diction, I have worked to be a strong
advocate for addiction prevention and
recovery efforts, and I am pleased to
have introduced this legislation with
my fellow freshman colleague from In-
diana, Dr. BAIRD. I thank him for his
leadership on this issue, as well.

I urge my colleagues to support this
important bipartisan legislation.
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Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the gentleman from Indiana
(Mr. BAIRD).

Mr. BAIRD. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman from Oklahoma for yield-
ing.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
3153, the Expanding Findings for Fed-
eral Opioid Research and Treatment
Act, also known as the EFFORT Act.

The opioid crisis has, tragically, de-
stroyed the lives of many Hoosiers. Ac-
cording to the most recent available
data from the National Institute on
Drug Abuse, in 2017, drug overdose
deaths in Indiana increased by 22% per-
cent from the previous year. Indiana’s
2017 rate of overdose deaths at over 29
per 100,000 was significantly higher
than the national average.

This epidemic does not discriminate,
and we must use evidence-based policy
to ensure the health and well-being of
current and future generations. The
National Science Foundation’s re-
search has increased what we know
about addiction, and while this re-
search is at the top of its class, gaps
still remain in the prevention and
treatment of opioid addiction.
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That is why I joined my colleague,
Congresswoman WEXTON, to introduce
the EFFORT Act, directing the Na-
tional Science Foundation, in consulta-
tion with the National Institutes of
Health, to support merit-reviewed and
competitively awarded research on the
science of opioid addiction.

By expanding basic research, we can
promote collaboration and further un-
derstand how to better treat the mul-
tiple aspects of the opioid addiction.

I hope we can see an end to this crisis
soon, and I am proud that Congress is
taking action to fight back.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this bill.

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
I yield 3 minutes to the gentlewoman
from Michigan (Ms. STEVENS).

Ms. STEVENS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of H.R. 3153, the EF-
FORT Act.

The opioid epidemic is one of the
deadliest public health emergencies of
our time, and it affects not just those
addicted to opioids, but everyone
around them as well.

The numbers describing this epi-
demic are truly staggering. According
to the CDC, between 1999 and 2017, al-
most 400,000 Americans died from an
opioid-related overdose. These statis-
tics have worsened over time, with the
CDC reporting that the number of
Americans who died as the result of an
opioid-involved overdose in 2017 was six
times higher than the number who died
in 1999.

My home State of Michigan has been
hard-hit by this epidemic. Between 2016
and 2017, drug overdose deaths in
Michigan increased by almost 14 per-
cent, but it was not the only State suf-
fering in this way.

In the same timeframe, 23 States, in-
cluding Michigan, had a significant in-
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crease in the rate of deaths from a drug
overdose.

It is long past time that we invest in
significant resources in combating the
opioid epidemic.

As chairwoman of the House Science,
Space, and Technology Committee’s
Subcommittee on Research and Tech-
nology, I have seen firsthand the excel-
lent work done by the National Science
Foundation. Their previous work on
addiction and opioids have resulted in
critical insights into not only the psy-
chological process of addiction, but the
social impacts of addiction as well.

Despite the progress made by the Na-
tional Science Foundation, there is no
doubt that further work is essential to
combat the opioid epidemic.

H.R. 3153 will take advantage of the
NSF’s strength in basic research across
many disciplines, from neuroscience to
social science, in collaboration with
the expertise of the National Institutes
of Health in public health.

The research authorized in this bill
will allow us to develop a more focused
and effective policy to address the
opioid epidemic.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to com-
mend my colleagues, Representative
WEXTON and Representative BAIRD,
both of whom I have the privilege of
working with on the Science, Space,
and Technology Committee, for their
excellent leadership on this bipartisan
bill, and I urge all of my colleagues to
join us in passing it.

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self as much time as I might consume.
I have no additional speakers.

I rise again in support of H.R. 3153,
the EFFORT Act.

Opioid addiction knows no economic
or political boundaries. It affects all of
us.
Mr. Speaker, I want to thank Rep-
resentative  WEXTON and Representa-
tive BAIRD for their bipartisan leader-
ship on this bill. I strongly urge my
colleagues to support this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
I have no further requests for speeches.
I would like to close at this time.

Mr. Speaker, I would first like to
thank all of the members of this com-
mittee on both sides of the aisle and
wish to recommend that we pass the
bill.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms.
JOHNSON) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3153.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——
COMBATING SEXUAL HARASSMENT
IN SCIENCE ACT OF 2019

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
I move to suspend the rules and pass
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the bill (H.R. 36) to provide for research
to better understand the causes and
consequences of sexual harassment af-
fecting individuals in the scientific,
technical, engineering, and mathe-
matics workforce and to examine poli-
cies to reduce the prevalence and nega-
tive impact of such harassment, and
for other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 36

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ‘“‘Combating Sexual Harassment in Science
Act of 2019,

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.
Sec. 2. Findings.

Sec. 3. Definitions.

Sec. 4. Research grants.

Sec. 5. Data collection.

Sec. 6. Responsible conduct guide.

Sec. 7. Interagency working group.
Sec. 8. National academies assessment.
Sec. 9. Authorization of appropriations.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress makes the following findings:

(1) According to the report issued by the Na-
tional Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and
Medicine in 2018 entitled ‘‘Sexual Harassment of
Women: Climate, Culture, and Consequences in
Academic Sciences, Engineering, and Medi-
cine’—

(A) sexual harassment is pervasive in institu-
tions of higher education;

(B) the most common type of sexual harass-
ment is gender harassment, which includes
verbal and nonverbal behaviors that convey in-
sulting, hostile, and degrading attitudes about
members of one gender;

(C) 58 percent of individuals in the academic
workplace experience sexual harassment, the
second highest rate when compared to the mili-
tary, the private sector, and Federal, State, and
local government;

(D) women who are members of racial or eth-
nic minority groups are more likely to experi-
ence sexual harassment and to feel unsafe at
work than White women, White men, or men
who are members of such groups;

(E) the training for each individual who has
a doctor of philosophy in the science, tech-
nology, engineering, and mathematics fields is
estimated to cost approximately $500,000; and

(F) attrition of an individual so trained re-
sults in a loss of talent and money.

(2) Sexual harassment undermines career ad-
vancement for women.

(3) According to a 2017 University of Illinois
study, among astronomers and planetary sci-
entists, 18 percent of women who are members of
racial or ethnic minority groups and 12 percent
of White women skipped professional events be-
cause they did not feel safe attending.

(4) Many women report leaving employment at
institutions of higher education due to sexual
harassment.

(5) Research shows the majority of individuals
do not formally report experiences of sexual har-
assment due to a justified fear of retaliation or
other mnegative professional or personal con-
sequences.

(6) Reporting procedures with respect to such
harassment are inconsistent among Federal
science agencies and have varying degrees of ac-
cessibility.

(7) There is mnot adequate communication
among Federal science agencies and between
such agencies and grantees regarding reports of
sexual harassment, which has resulted in har-
assers receiving Federal funding after moving to
a different institution.
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