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Amen.

————
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. BAIRD. Madam Speaker, pursu-
ant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote
on agreeing to the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. BAIRD. Madam Speaker, I object
to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8,
rule XX, further proceedings on this
question will be postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

——
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Utah (Mr. MCADAMS) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. MCADAMS led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

———

WE MUST ACT ON BIPARTISAN
HEALTHCARE SOLUTIONS

(Mr. MCADAMS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. MCADAMS. Madam Speaker, pas-
sage of the Affordable Care Act nearly
a decade ago, while not a perfect bill,
helped thousands of Utah families gain
insurance coverage, many for the first
time, and I am working in Congress to
ensure we meet the law’s goals to im-
prove access to care and protect all
Americans’ coverage, particularly
those with preexisting conditions.

Utah’s hardworking families struggle
with the rising costs of care, fueled to
a large degree by skyrocketing pre-
scription drug prices.

Everywhere I go, people talk about
how the cost of an illness or an acci-
dent sparks the fear of being one
health crisis away from financial ruin.

That is why I have voted for a dozen
bills to seek to lower the cost of pre-
scription drugs and strengthen con-
sumer protections, and I urge my Sen-
ate colleagues to act, too.
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I continue to meet with Utahns about
their healthcare concerns, and I re-
cently had a conversation with moms
of kids with type 1 diabetes, who ex-
plained to me how the high cost of in-
sulin is affecting their child’s treat-
ment.

We have a bipartisan consensus that
our healthcare system needs work, so
it is past time that we act on bipar-
tisan solutions that lower Americans’
costs and ensure their access to qual-
ity, affordable healthcare.

———

FOR THE PEOPLE AGENDA IN
ACTION

(Mr. SARBANES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. Speaker, last
yvear, the American people embraced
the Democrats’ For the People agenda:
lower healthcare costs, raise wages,
and clean up corruption.

Americans hate corruption. They
hate the idea that people are cutting
the line, breaking the rules, and get-
ting ahead, cheating on the system.
They want to see us clean that up in
Washington.

And they sent us last year with a
very, very powerful message. Three
things, they said:

The first was: Make it so that I can
get to the ballot box in America with-
out running an obstacle course. Make
it easier to register and vote in this
country.

And in H.R. 1, the For the People
Act, we did that. We put that proposal
forward to strengthen voting.

The second thing they said was:
When you get to Washington, behave
yourselves. It is that simple. Be eth-
ical, be accountable, and answer to the
people.

So we put ethics reforms into H.R. 1,
the For the People Act.

The last thing they said was: When
you get to Washington, don’t get tan-
gled up in the money. Remember where
you came from. Work for us, not the
special interests and the insiders and
the lobbyists.

And we fixed that in H.R. 1. That was
part of the For the People agenda.

———

PAYING TRIBUTE TO JUDGE
AVERN COHN

(Mr. LEVIN of Michigan asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. LEVIN of Michigan. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to pay tribute to Judge
Avern Cohn, who turns 95 years young
today and marks 40 years of service in
the Eastern District of Michigan.

Although he has technically been on
senior status for two decades, Judge
Cohn maintains a remarkably active
docket, and his Chambers are a land-
mark for anyone interested in an as-
tounding range of history, legal doc-
trine, and public policy.
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I count myself among the many
Michiganders, from all communities
and stations of life, who know room 218
is the place to go when you have a par-
ticularly thorny problem to solve or
need advice on a sensitive matter. You
just have to be ready because the judge
dispenses his wisdom unvarnished.

Judge Cohn’s work ethic is leg-
endary. In any room, he is generally
both the most well-read person on his-
tory, philosophy, culture, and also,
somehow, the most up to date on cur-
rent affairs, as he devours numerous
newspapers and websites every day.

It is hard to overstate Judge Cohn’s
impact on the law and the people who
have passed through his courtroom,
whether they be defendants, attorneys,
or staff. He has left an indelible im-
print on so many lives.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to
join me in congratulating Judge Cohn
on 40 years of service and in wishing
him continued success.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PERLMUTTER). Pursuant to clause 8 of
rule XX, the Chair will postpone fur-
ther proceedings today on motions to
suspend the rules on which a recorded
vote or the yeas and nays are ordered,
or votes objected to under clause 6 of
rule XX.

The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.

———

BUILDING BLOCKS OF STEM ACT

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
I move to suspend the rules and pass
the bill (H.R. 1665) to direct the Na-
tional Science Foundation to support
STEM education research focused on
early childhood.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1665

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Building
Blocks of STEM Act’.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) The National Science Foundation is a
large investor in STEM education and plays
a key role in setting research and policy
agendas.

(2) While studies have found that children
who engage in scientific activities from an
early age develop positive attitudes toward
science and are more likely to pursue STEM
expertise and careers later on, the majority
of current research focuses on increasing
STEM opportunities for middle school-aged
children and older.

(3) Women remain widely underrepresented
in the STEM workforce, and this gender dis-
parity extends down through all levels of
education.

SEC. 3. SUPPORTING EARLY CHILDHOOD STEM
EDUCATION RESEARCH.

In awarding grants under the Discovery
Research PreK-12 program, the Director of
the National Science Foundation shall con-
sider the age distribution of a STEM edu-
cation research and development project to
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improve the focus of research and develop-

ment on early childhood education.

SEC. 4. SUPPORTING FEMALE STUDENTS IN PRE-
KINDERGARTEN THROUGH ELEMEN-
TARY SCHOOL IN STEM EDUCATION.

Section 305(d) of the American Innovation
and Competitiveness Act (42 U.S.C. 1862s-
5(d)) is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

‘“(3) RESEARCH.—As a component of im-
proving participation of women in STEM
fields, research funded by a grant under this
subsection may include research on—

‘“(A) the role of teacher training and pro-
fessional development, including effective
incentive structures to encourage teachers
to participate in such training and profes-
sional development, in encouraging or dis-
couraging female students in prekinder-
garten through elementary school from par-
ticipating in STEM activities;

‘(B) the role of teachers in shaping percep-
tions of STEM in female students in pre-
kindergarten through elementary school and
discouraging such students from partici-
pating in STEM activities;

‘‘(C) the role of other facets of the learning
environment on the willingness of female
students in prekindergarten through elemen-
tary school to participate in STEM activi-
ties, including learning materials and text-
books, classroom decorations, seating ar-
rangements, use of media and technology,
classroom culture, and gender composition
of students during group work;

‘(D) the role of parents and other care-
givers in encouraging or discouraging female
students in prekindergarten through elemen-
tary school from participating in STEM ac-
tivities;

‘“(E) the types of STEM activities that en-
courage greater participation by female stu-
dents in prekindergarten through elemen-
tary school;

‘“(F') the role of mentorship and best prac-
tices in finding and utilizing mentors;

‘(G) the role of informal and out-of-school
STEM learning opportunities on the percep-
tion of and participation in STEM activities
of female students in prekindergarten
through elementary school; and

‘““(H) any other area the Director deter-
mines will carry out the goal described in
paragraph (1).”.

SEC. 5. SUPPORTING FEMALE STUDENTS IN PRE-
KINDERGARTEN THROUGH ELEMEN-
TARY SCHOOL IN COMPUTER
SCIENCE EDUCATION.

Section 310(b) of the American Innovation
and Competitiveness Act (42 U.S.C. 1862s—
7(b)) is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

‘“(3) USES OF FUNDS.—The tools and models
described in paragraph (2)(C) may include—

‘“(A) offering training and professional de-
velopment programs, including summer or
academic year institutes or workshops, de-
signed to strengthen the capabilities of pre-
kindergarten and elementary school teach-
ers and to familiarize such teachers with the
role of gender bias in the classroom;

‘‘(B) offering innovative pre-service and in-
service programs that instruct teachers on
gender-inclusive practices for teaching com-
puting concepts;

‘(C) developing distance learning programs
for teachers or students, including devel-
oping curricular materials, play-based com-
puting activities, and other resources for the
in-service professional development of teach-
ers that are made available to teachers
through the Internet;

‘(D) developing or adapting prekinder-
garten and elementary school computer
science curricular materials that incor-
porate contemporary research on the science
of learning, particularly with respect to gen-
der inclusion;
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‘‘(E) developing and offering gender-inclu-
sive computer science enrichment programs
for students, including after-school and sum-
mer programs;

‘“(F) providing mentors for female students
in prekindergarten through elementary
school in person and through the Internet to
support such students in participating in
computer science activities;

‘“(G) engaging female students in pre-
kindergarten through elementary school and
their guardians about the difficulties faced
by such students to maintain an interest in
participating in computer science activities;

‘““(H) acquainting female students in pre-
kindergarten through elementary school
with careers in computer science and encour-
aging such students to consider careers in
such field;

‘“(I) developing tools to evaluate activities
conducted under this subsection; and

‘(J) any other tools or models the Director
determines will accomplish the aim de-
scribed in paragraph (2)(C).”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. JOHNSON) and the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma (Mr. LUCAS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Texas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to include extraneous mate-
rials on H.R. 1665, the bill now under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to support
H.R. 1665, the Building Blocks of STEM
Act.

Employment in computer and infor-
mation technology jobs is projected to
grow faster than any other occupation
between the years of 2016 and 2026.

Despite the opportunity for good,
high-paying jobs when they graduate,
women earned only 19 percent of under-
graduate computer science degrees in
2016.

Disturbingly, the ratio of women to
men earning computer science degrees
actually declined between 2006 and 2016.

H.R. 1665 devotes resources to ensure
girls in prekindergarten and elemen-
tary school are exposed to STEM ac-
tivities and encouraged to pursue
STEM studies from a young age, before
many are dissuaded or discouraged
from doing so.

The legislation includes a focus on
computer science education to help en-
sure we will have the talent to fill the
jobs of the future.

We must act now to increase the par-
ticipation of women in STEM, and it
starts with the focus on early child-
hood education.

Mr. Speaker, I want to commend my
colleagues, Representatives STEVENS
and BAIRD, for their leadership in this
legislation, and I urge my colleagues to

H7167

support it. I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, research shows that
early exposure to science, technology,
engineering, mathematics, and com-
puter science has positive impacts on a
broad spectrum of student outcomes.
For example, early math knowledge
not only predicts later math success; it
also predicts later reading achieve-
ment.

Studies have also found that children
who engage in scientific activities from
an early age develop positive attitudes
towards science and are more likely to
pursue STEM expertise and careers.

H.R. 1665, the Building Blocks of
STEM Act, directs the National
Science Foundation to support STEM
education research focused on early
childhood and to award grants to en-
courage young girls to pursue com-
puter science learning.

Across the country, the share of
STEM jobs has expanded significantly,
with STEM employment increasing
from 9.7 million to 17.3 million from
1990 to 2018.

Data suggests that this trend will
continue, and the U.S. is struggling to
meet that demand. To meet it, we must
engage children—particularly young
girls—in STEM in early childhood and
sustain that interest as they grow.

More graduates with STEM degrees
means more advanced American tech-
nologies and a more robust economy.

But it is not just about the economy.
STEM graduates have the potential to
develop technologies that could save
thousands of lives, jump-start a new in-
dustry, or even discover new worlds.

By supporting more hands-on STEM
engagement for younger ages, we are
supporting and investing in America’s
future.

In the 115th Congress, the House
passed this legislation unanimously,
and I hope it will do so again today. I
want to thank Representative BAIRD
and Representative STEVENS for re-
introducing this bipartisan bill and
moving it forward.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this legislation, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
I yield 5 minutes to the gentlewoman
from Michigan (Ms. STEVENS).

Ms. STEVENS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of H.R. 1665, the
Building Blocks of STEM Act, which
supports STEM education research fo-
cused on early childhood education.

There is a lot of discussion about the
gender disparity in the STEM work-
force and the leaky pipeline that wid-
ens the gap as women and girls con-
tinue through school.

Although women make up half of the
U.S. workforce, they make up less than
a quarter of those employed in STEM
occupations.

The Building Blocks of STEM Act ad-
dresses these disparities by ensuring an
equitable distribution of STEM edu-
cation research funding for projects fo-
cused on young children and helping us
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understand why girls are encouraged or
discouraged from participating in
STEM activities.

It also ensures that the National
Science Foundation grants are awarded
to entities that are working in partner-
ship, such as research universities with
local education agencies, to increase
participation in computer science edu-
cation.

Computer science is particularly
struggling to recruit and retain
women, who make up less than 18 per-
cent of the computer science work-
force. The number is trending down,
not up.
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This has a ripple effect on our coun-
try’s ability to fill the high-skilled jobs
of today and tomorrow. We need the
next generation of young women to
pursue STEM degrees, and we are not
seeing the numbers we need.

It is critical that we continue to
work on STEM opportunities for mid-
dle-school-aged children and older, but
we also need to ensure our Federal re-
sources start at the beginning and sup-
port research on STEM education of
younger students, starting at the be-
ginning of their educational career.

We know this all too well in Michi-
gan. We know the structural and cul-
tural barriers that exist for women in-
terested in STEM from a very young
age. Lack of support, unconscious or
conscious gender bias, and stereotype
threats are just a few.

In several studies, when children
were asked to draw a mathematician or
a scientist, girls were twice as likely to
draw a man as they were a woman,
while boys almost universally drew
men, often in a lab coat.

The science is clear that children
who engage in scientific activities from
an early age, before middle school, de-
velop positive attitudes toward science
and are more likely to pursue STEM
experiences and career opportunities
later on.

We need to be working toward inter-
ventions to increase the number of
girls and women in these fields, and
that is why I am so proud to sponsor
this bill.

I thank Chairwoman JOHNSON for her
leadership on the House Science Com-
mittee toward increasing STEM oppor-
tunities for women, particularly for
women of color.

I introduced this bipartisan legisla-
tion with my colleague, Congressman
JIM BAIRD, along with our counterparts
in the Senate, Senators JACKY ROSEN
and SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO. I urge my
colleagues on both sides of the aisle
and in both Chambers of Congress to
support this bill and send this impor-
tant legislation swiftly to the Presi-
dent’s desk.

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the gentleman from Indiana
(Mr. BAIRD).

Mr. BAIRD. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of H.R. 1665, the Building
Blocks of STEM Act.
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I was proud to join my colleague, the
chair of the Research and Technology
Subcommittee, Representative HALEY
STEVENS, in introducing this legisla-
tion.

As one of only two Members of Con-
gress with a Ph.D. in science, I under-
stand how important it is to start chil-
dren off on the right foot by teaching
STEM concepts and principles at an
early age. Research shows that kids as
young as 1, 2, or 3 are capable of ab-
sorbing STEM concepts. Children have
a natural curiosity that can be fostered
into an interest in science, technology,
engineering, math, and computer
science.

Equally important is ensuring that
we get more girls involved in the
STEM fields so that we can have as
many people as possible contributing
to the knowledge base of our society.

H.R. 1665 directs the NSF to fund re-
search and studies that focus on early
childhood and young women in STEM
at the K-12 level. Investing in children
early ensures that we are laying the
groundwork to develop young
innovators in STEM.

Hoosiers know that to grow our Na-
tion, we need everyone involved. This
bill helps ensure that we are preparing
students to fill the jobs of the future,
continuing America’s global leadership
in science and technology.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to
support this bill.

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
I have no more requests for time. I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume to
close.

The love of learning starts young,
and the Building Blocks of STEM bill
promotes this by prioritizing a focus on
early childhood STEM education. It
gives us the opportunity to encourage
girls to get and stay engaged in STEM,
helping us to improve our educational
programs and diversify the STEM
workforce.

I, again, thank Representative BAIRD
and Representative STEVENS for re-
introducing this bipartisan bill.

As the House did in 2015, I encourage
this body to support and pass this leg-
islation unanimously.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the ranking
member and the Members on both sides
of the aisle for their support of this
bill. I urge its passage, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms.
JOHNSON) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1665.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
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AMERICAN MANUFACTURING
LEADERSHIP ACT

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
I move to suspend the rules and pass
the bill (H.R. 2397) to amend the Na-
tional Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology Act to make changes to the im-
plementation of the network for manu-
facturing innovation, and for other
purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2397

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘American
Manufacturing Leadership Act’.

SEC. 2. CHANGES IN IMPLEMENTATION OF MANU-
FACTURING USA.

Section 34 of the National Institute of
Standards and Technology Act (156 U.S.C.
278s) is amended—

(1) in the section heading by striking ‘‘NET-
WORK FOR MANUFACTURING INNOVATION”’ and
inserting ‘‘MANUFACTURING USA NETWORK'’;

(2) by striking ‘‘centers for manufacturing
innovation” each place it appears in sub-
sections (a)(3)(B), (b)(1), (d), (g), and (i) and
inserting ‘‘Manufacturing USA institutes’’;

(3) by striking ‘‘center for manufacturing
innovation” each place it appears in sub-
sections (d)(1), (A)(4)(E), (g), and (h)(1) and in-
serting ‘“‘Manufacturing USA institute’’;

(4) by striking ‘‘center’ each place it ap-
pears in subsection (d)(2), (A)(4)(E), and (d)(b)
and inserting ‘‘Manufacturing USA insti-
tute’’;

(5) in subsection (a)—

(A) in the subsection heading, by striking
“NETWORK FOR MANUFACTURING INNOVATION
PROGRAM” and inserting ‘‘MANUFACTURING
USA PROGRAM’;

(B) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘* ‘Network
for Manufacturing Innovation Program’”
and inserting ¢ ‘Manufacturing USA Pro-
gram’’’;

(C) in paragraph (2)—

(i) in subparagraph (G), by striking ‘“‘and”
at the end;

(ii) in subparagraph (H), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(iii) by adding at the end the following:

‘(D to contribute to the development of re-
gional manufacturing innovation clusters
across the Nation.”’; and

(D) in paragraph (3)(A), by striking ‘‘Net-
work for Manufacturing Innovation” and in-
serting ‘“‘Manufacturing USA Network’’;

(6) in subsection (b)—

(A) in the subsection heading, by striking
“NETWORK FOR MANUFACTURING INNOVATION”’
and inserting ‘‘MANUFACTURING USA NET-
WORK’’; and

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘ ‘Network
for Manufacturing Innovation’” and insert-
ing ‘“ ‘Manufacturing USA Network’’’;

(7) in subsection (¢)—

(A) in the subsection heading, by striking
“CENTERS FOR MANUFACTURING INNOVATION”
and inserting ‘‘MANUFACTURING USA INSTI-
TUTES’’;

(B) in paragraph (1)—

(i) in the matter preceding subparagraph
(A), by striking ‘‘‘center for manufacturing
innovation’ is a center’ and inserting ‘‘ ‘Man-
ufacturing USA institute’ is an institute’’;

(ii) by striking ‘‘Secretary’ each place it
appears in subparagraph (C) and (D) and in-
serting ‘‘agency head’’;

(C) in paragraph (2)—

(i) in the matter preceding subparagraph
(A), by striking ‘‘center for manufacturing
innovation’ and inserting ‘‘Manufacturing
USA institute’;
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