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bill and provide a helping hand to those 
whose lives will never be the same be-
cause of these disasters. 

f 

GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN 

(Mrs. DAVIS of California asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Madam 
Speaker, this Trump shutdown is forc-
ing servicemembers and retirees to go 
without pay. 

Yes, our President is withholding 
Coast Guard pay because of his reck-
less demands. Who does that? 

A constituent wrote to me: As a 
Coast Guard retiree, I am facing no pay 
during the shutdown. It is outrageous 
that, after 26 years of service, I face fi-
nancial troubles due to my country not 
facing its obligations. 

I agree. This is unacceptable for 
those who served our country, and it is 
unacceptable for those currently serv-
ing and not getting paid. 

Can’t we agree that supporting the 
Coast Guard is better than having a 
stalemate on a political issue? 

We must take action to help our 
servicemembers and hardworking gov-
ernment employees, and our whole 
economy, which is being hurt even 
more than we thought. 

Madam Speaker, how can the Presi-
dent think it is a good idea for national 
security to not pay those who protect 
us? 

f 

NO WAY TO RUN A COUNTRY 

(Mrs. LEE of Nevada asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. LEE of Nevada. Madam Speak-
er, on behalf of the people of Nevada’s 
Third District, I rise today to say it is 
time to end the shutdown. 

This weekend, I had the opportunity 
to meet with Federal workers in my 
district who are dealing with the very 
real consequences of this unnecessary 
shutdown. 

One employee is now driving for 
Uber. Another one has been forced to 
sign up for food stamps at the age of 51. 

A high-tech employer in Nevada who 
employs Federal contractors is dealing 
with his third Federal Government 
shutdown in 12 months. His highly 
skilled employees are sick and tired of 
the uncertainty and missed paychecks. 
If this shutdown persists, he will lose 
employees, which will not only hurt his 
company, but our overall economy as 
well. 

Madam Speaker, this is no way to 
run a country. The government should 
never be shut down over a single pol-
icy, any policy. 

f 

END THE GOVERNMENT 
SHUTDOWN 

(Ms. DEAN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. DEAN. Madam Speaker, a con-
cerned constituent recently sent me 
this hand-written letter about Presi-
dent Trump’s shutdown: 

‘‘As an air traffic controller . . . I 
want you to know how the partial gov-
ernment shutdown is affecting me. For 
the last 2 weeks, we have remained on 
the job, dedicated to the safety of 
every flight. But we don’t know when 
we will receive our next paycheck. . . . 

‘‘I was putting my 7-year-old daugh-
ter to bed and I could tell something 
was bothering her. She had heard my 
wife and I . . . worrying about our next 
mortgage payment and the credit card 
bills. . . . My daughter looked me in 
the eye and told me she was scared and 
what would happen if we couldn’t pay 
for our home and our bills. 

‘‘I have been teaching her the value 
of commitment and responsibility. I 
have showed her that by hard work and 
excellence you can make a good life for 
. . . your family. . . . My daughter 
should not have to worry about bills 
when we have valuable jobs and are 
doing our work. 

‘‘Please, Representative DEAN, help 
me teach my daughter about commit-
ment and responsibility and help end 
the government shutdown.’’ 

f 

AFFORDABLE CARE ACT LAWSUIT 

(Mr. LEVIN of Michigan asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. LEVIN of Michigan. Madam 
Speaker, while Republican attempts to 
repeal the Affordable Care Act went 
down in flames, their Texas v. United 
States lawsuit seeks to subvert the will 
of the American people and take our 
healthcare away. 

In December, a judge ruled in favor of 
Republicans, issuing a decision that 
would strike down the entire ACA. If 
that ruling stands, every American will 
lose vital protections, like those for 
people with preexisting conditions. 

I have cosponsored Congressman 
COLIN ALLRED’s H. Res. 14, which au-
thorizes the House to intervene in this 
case and defend the law of the land, be-
cause my family and I, like so many 
others, are no strangers to the costs of 
preexisting conditions. 

Madam Speaker, I am a two-time 
cancer survivor. Two of my four kids 
have Crohn’s disease, and they have 
been living with it for 14 years. Bills 
upward of $10,000 are not unusual in my 
household. 

Despite all this, I consider us lucky. 
Why? Because, thanks to the ACA, my 
sons and I cannot be turned away or 
charged more because of our medical 
histories. All of that will change if Re-
publicans and President Trump got 
their way. 

Madam Speaker, I thank my friend 
from Texas, Congressman ALLRED, for 
introducing this important resolution. 

b 1230 

REOPEN THE GOVERNMENT 

(Mr. JEFFRIES asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. JEFFRIES. Madam Speaker, this 
is day 26 of the reckless Trump shut-
down. Coast Guard officers and their 
families are suffering; Border Patrol 
agents and their families are suffering; 
TSA agents and their families are suf-
fering because the President has de-
cided to hold 800,000 Federal employees 
and the American people hostage. 

We are prepared to have a conversa-
tion about infrastructure on the bor-
der, prepared to have a conversation 
about personnel, and prepared to have 
a conversation about technology. We 
are prepared to have a conversation 
about border security in a comprehen-
sive way; prepared to have a conversa-
tion about our broken immigration 
system and how we fix it in a bipar-
tisan fashion. 

But, Madam Speaker, we are not pre-
pared to have a conversation about 
these issues in the midst of a reckless 
shutdown where the President has de-
cided to hold the American people hos-
tage and try to force us to pay a $5 bil-
lion-plus ransom note. 

Madam Speaker, it is time for the 
adults in the room to get their act to-
gether and reopen the government so 
we can continue the business of the 
American people. 

f 

ELECTING MEMBERS TO A CER-
TAIN STANDING COMMITTEE OF 
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES 

Mr. JEFFRIES. Madam Speaker, by 
direction of the Democratic Caucus, I 
offer a privileged resolution and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 46 

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
bers be, and are hereby, elected to the fol-
lowing standing committee of the House of 
Representatives: 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY: Ms. Lofgren, 
Ms. Jackson Lee, Mr. Cohen, Mr. Johnson of 
Georgia, Mr. Deutch, Ms. Bass, Mr. Rich-
mond, Mr. Jeffries, Mr. Cicilline, Mr. 
Swalwell of California, Mr. Ted Lieu of Cali-
fornia, Mr. Raskin, Ms. Jayapal, Mrs. 
Demings, Mr. Correa, Ms. Scanlon, Ms. Gar-
cia of Texas, Mr. Neguse, Mrs. McBath, Mr. 
Stanton, Ms. Dean, Ms. Mucarsel-Powell, and 
Ms. Escobar. 

Mr. JEFFRIES (during the reading). 
Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be considered 
as read and printed in the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
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PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 

OF H.R. 268, SUPPLEMENTAL AP-
PROPRIATIONS ACT, 2019, AND 
WAIVING A REQUIREMENT OF 
CLAUSE 6(a) OF RULE XIII WITH 
RESPECT TO CONSIDERATION OF 
CERTAIN RESOLUTIONS RE-
PORTED FROM THE COMMITTEE 
ON RULES 
Mr. RASKIN. Madam Speaker, by di-

rection of the Committee on Rules, I 
call up House Resolution 43 and ask for 
its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 43 
Resolved, That at any time after adoption 

of this resolution the Speaker may, pursuant 
to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the 
House resolved into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 268) making 
supplemental appropriations for the fiscal 
year ending September 30, 2019, and for other 
purposes. The first reading of the bill shall 
be dispensed with. All points of order against 
consideration of the bill are waived. General 
debate shall be confined to the bill and shall 
not exceed one hour equally divided and con-
trolled by the chair and ranking minority 
member of the Committee on Appropriations 
or their respective designees. After general 
debate the bill shall be considered for 
amendment under the five-minute rule. An 
amendment in the nature of a substitute 
consisting of the text of Rules Committee 
Print 116-2, modified by the amendment 
printed in part A of the report of the Com-
mittee on Rules accompanying this resolu-
tion, shall be considered as adopted in the 
House and in the Committee of the Whole. 
The bill, as amended, shall be considered as 
the original bill for the purpose of further 
amendment under the five-minute rule and 
shall be considered as read. All points of 
order against provisions in the bill, as 
amended, are waived. Clause 2(e) of rule XXI 
shall not apply during consideration of the 
bill. No further amendment to the bill, as 
amended, shall be in order except those 
printed in part B of the report of the Com-
mittee on Rules. Each such further amend-
ment may be offered only in the order print-
ed in the report, may be offered only by a 
Member designated in the report, shall be 
considered as read, shall be debatable for the 
time specified in the report equally divided 
and controlled by the proponent and an op-
ponent, shall not be subject to amendment, 
and shall not be subject to a demand for divi-
sion of the question in the House or in the 
Committee of the Whole. All points of order 
against such further amendments are 
waived. At the conclusion of consideration of 
the bill for amendment the Committee shall 
rise and report the bill, as amended, to the 
House with such further amendments as may 
have been adopted. The previous question 
shall be considered as ordered on the bill, as 
amended, and any further amendment there-
to to final passage without intervening mo-
tion except one motion to recommit with or 
without instructions. 

SEC. 2. The requirement of clause 6(a) of 
rule XIII for a two-thirds vote to consider a 
report from the Committee on Rules on the 
same day it is presented to the House is 
waived with respect to any resolution re-
ported through the legislative day of Janu-
ary 23, 2019, relating to a measure making or 
continuing appropriations for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2019. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Maryland is recognized 
for 1 hour. 

Mr. RASKIN. Madam Speaker, for 
the purpose of debate only, I yield the 
customary 30 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma (Mr. COLE), 
pending which I yield myself such time 
as I may consume. During consider-
ation of this resolution, all time yield-
ed is for the purpose of debate only. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. RASKIN. Madam Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may be given 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. RASKIN. Madam Speaker, on 

Tuesday, the Rules Committee met and 
reported a rule, House Resolution 43, 
providing for consideration of H.R. 268, 
making supplemental appropriations 
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 
2019, and for other purposes. 

The rule provides for consideration of 
the legislation under a structured rule. 
The rule makes in order 15 amend-
ments from Members on both sides of 
the aisle. The rule provides for 1 hour 
of debate equally divided and con-
trolled by the chair and ranking mem-
ber of the Appropriations Committee. 
The rule also waives the requirement 
for two-thirds vote to consider a report 
from the Committee on Rules on the 
same day it is presented to the House 
with respect to any resolution reported 
through the legislative day of January 
23, relating to a measure making or 
continuing appropriations for the fiscal 
year ending September 30, 2019. 

Madam Speaker, I rise now in sup-
port of the rule for H.R. 268, our emer-
gency disaster relief bill, to provide 
$12.14 billion in recovery and relief as-
sistance for millions of Americans suf-
fering from the damage caused by re-
cent hurricanes, typhoons, mudslides, 
flooding, earthquakes, and wildfires. 

These national disasters follow dec-
ades of scientific warnings to Congress 
that accelerating climate change 
would bring us extreme weather events 
characterized by unprecedented feroc-
ity and violence, and here we are in the 
middle of the global crisis of climate 
change dealing with profound natural 
catastrophes like these. 

Last year, Hurricane Michael, the 
most intense hurricane ever to strike 
the Florida panhandle brought winds 
surpassing 125 miles per hour and gusts 
of up to 200 miles per hour, killing 45 
people who were crushed and drowned 
by the hurricane, and inflicting $40 bil-
lion in economic damages, and $5 bil-
lion in insured losses. 

In 2018, the people of California, who 
have lost 10 million acres of forest in 
the last decade to wildfires, experi-
enced the deadliest and most destruc-
tive wildfire season in recorded history 
with more than 8,500 fires burning an 
area of 1,893,913 acres, the largest area 
of burned acreage ever recorded in a 
fire season in the United States of 
America. 

An astonishing 7,100 structures 
burned to the ground. In July and Au-

gust, it seemed like the entire State 
was ablaze with the worst damage tak-
ing place in northern California which 
was declared a disaster area. Millions 
of people in San Francisco and the bay 
area were forced to wear gas masks to 
go to school or to go to work. 

In November, yet another round of 
wildfires visited massive destruction of 
life, limb, and property on the people of 
California. One fire, the so-called Camp 
fire, displaced tens of thousands of peo-
ple and killed at least 86 men, women, 
and children, burning many of them to 
death in their cars or as they sought 
refuge and tried to flee from their cars 
and run down the road. 

The fire, which lasted many days, an-
nihilated more than 18,000 structures 
and buildings and destroyed the entire 
town of Paradise, turning it into an in-
ferno, a hell on Earth. This was in our 
country. 

The same kinds of astonishing events 
that destroyed entire communities in 
Florida and in California were experi-
enced by people all over America last 
year: hurricane devastation in Puerto 
Rico, Texas, and the Carolinas; unprec-
edented flooding and drought all over 
America; and typhoons in the terri-
tories, a catalogue of climate-change 
intensified misery and suffering that 
the entire Congress should see as call-
ing upon the decency and resources of 
the American people to address. 

The $12 billion legislation the major-
ity brings forward today in H.R. 268 
will ensure that communities across 
the land can recover from these disas-
ters with the resources that they need 
to rebuild. 

The bill helps farmers suffering from 
crop and livestock losses, coastal com-
munities rebuilding their infrastruc-
ture and preparing to weather future 
storms; dislocated workers, veterans, 
students, and other Americans dis-
placed and uprooted by these catas-
trophes. 

The bill invests in restoration of dis-
aster-damaged forests. It sends aids to 
local communities to restore more 
than 250,000 acres of watershed. It funds 
restoration of rural communities. It of-
fers $600 million to continue disaster 
nutrition benefits to the hard-hit peo-
ple of Puerto Rico, still reeling from 
Hurricane Maria, and it allocates crit-
ical funding for social services, mental 
health, education, nutrition assistance, 
and infrastructure resiliency in com-
munities across the land. 

We will rebuild our transportation 
systems with this legislation. We will 
repair housing. We will repair busi-
nesses and public infrastructure. We 
will repair and reconstruct hurricane- 
damaged Veterans Administration and 
Department of Defense bases and facili-
ties across the country. 

But the majority is not stopping 
there. We are not just offering aid to 
States and local communities across 
the land to rebuild and renew. We are 
reopening the Government of the 
United States so we can actually send 
this aid, so we can offer the expert 
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