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Why is that? Because people like the 

employees at Hope House, the director 
leading its expansion, the bride and 
groom, and our church congregations 
have the power to improve the world 
around them. 

I have another story to share, but it 
isn’t one of hope. It is one of people los-
ing their ability to serve their commu-
nity. 

Nearly 14,000 people live in Pend 
Oreille County in my district. Many 
work in timber, mining, the hospital, 
or elsewhere. However, in the entire 
county, we are down to one childcare 
center, just one, which is run by the 
local Tribe, and they have a long wait-
ing list. 

Statewide regulations are making it 
too difficult for local providers to com-
ply with licensing requirements. As 
one provider said in Washington, 
‘‘There’s a rule for a rule for a rule.’’ 

Even the public hospital in Pend 
Oreille County, with its resources and 
lawyers, couldn’t comply to open a 
daycare center. 

Just imagine if these one-size-fits-all 
rules were coming from the Federal 
Government for every single neighbor-
hood in America. It is not that far from 
reality. 

I hear every day from local officials, 
schools, farmers, and people who are 
overwhelmed by costly mandates 
forced on them by the Federal Govern-
ment. This is not what a government of 
the people, by the people, and for the 
people should look like. 

I rise to share these stories so that 
we will protect the people’s voices and, 
ultimately, their power to create those 
solutions that will work in their lives 
and their communities. 

By design and common sense, the in-
stitutions closest to the people yield 
the best results as well as build trust. 
If you were suddenly in need, who 
would you trust, Hope House, which 
you can look in the eye and know by 
name, or a phone number that directs 
you to someone sitting in a cubicle in 
Washington, D.C.? 

Losing that trust in community solu-
tions is what we risk when we start 
embracing socialism. Socialism will di-
minish our individual liberties, iso-
lating us from the institutions that 
empower us to make a difference in the 
world around us. It will concentrate 
power, where the people’s voices don’t 
stand a chance against corruption. 

That is why power doesn’t belong be-
hind an unelected bureaucrat’s desk, 
where scandals like we have seen at the 
IRS, the VA, and the FBI can run 
rampant. 

The promise of America is where peo-
ple, not the government, is trusted 
with the potential to achieve our 
dreams. We have a voice. We have that 
power in our community. 

The promise that socialism can pro-
vide these things is a false one. It never 
happens. 

Mr. Speaker, I will say it again: We 
are a government of the people, by the 
people, and for the people. For those 

words to be true, the people’s House 
must recognize where the people have 
the most power and freedom to make 
the best decisions for ourselves and our 
families. It isn’t in the Federal Govern-
ment. 

Like in Pend Oreille County, it is in 
the community. It is our community, 
our neighborhoods, our homes, our 
schools, PTA meetings, churches, local 
governments, and, yes, at Hope House 
and daycare centers, too. It is neighbor 
helping neighbor. We all need each 
other at different times in our lives. 

Mr. Speaker, it is community that 
we must stand for, for the American 
Dream to flourish. 

f 

MAKE COMMUNITIES HEALTHIER 
AND SAFER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Wisconsin (Ms. MOORE) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to talk about making our com-
munities healthier and safer for all 
Americans. 

Let me start out by urging my col-
leagues to join me and my colleague, 
JIM SENSENBRENNER, in supporting the 
Functional Gastrointestinal and Motil-
ity Disorder Research Enhancement 
Act, legislation that we are intro-
ducing today. 

There are millions of Americans who 
suffer from gastrointestinal and motil-
ity disorders. These are very common 
gastrointestinal disorders in the gen-
eral population, but they affect tens of 
millions of Americans. 

Symptoms of these disorders include 
pain in the inner organs, lack of motil-
ity, altered immune function, and al-
tered central nervous system function. 
Although these symptoms can be life- 
threatening, effective therapies exist. 
Treatment, generally, focuses on man-
agement of the symptoms. 

For nearly 30 years, patient advocacy 
organizations, like the International 
Foundation for Functional Gastro-
intestinal Disorders in my district, 
have been working to support affected 
individuals and their families. 

Mr. Speaker, we are asking all of our 
colleagues to join us in cosponsoring 
this important legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, while I am here address-
ing healthier and safer communities, I 
would be remiss if I did not mention 
the need to aggressively attack a cri-
sis, a health crisis, a public safety cri-
sis that is affecting all of our commu-
nities, and that is gun violence. 

Mr. Speaker, it is often said that it 
takes a village to raise a child, but it 
takes a village to protect children, too. 

That is why I am so inspired by my 
own hometown of Milwaukee, Wis-
consin, to see what our community is 
doing collectively to address gun vio-
lence. That is why I am inspired to see 
that Milwaukee hospitals are working 
to combat accidental shootings by of-
fering free gunlocks as a tool to pro-
tect children from guns in homes. The 
city is also working to put violence in-

terrupters in our community to teach 
people how to deescalate violence. 

Communities like Milwaukee have 
always stepped up when Congress falls 
short, but now, Mr. Speaker, it is time 
for Congress to act to pass common-
sense gun violence prevention meas-
ures that have widespread support. 

It has been over 100 days, Mr. Speak-
er, since the House has passed H.R. 8, 
strengthening background checks; H.R. 
1585, the VAWA reauthorization that 
includes new provisions to prevent 
abusers from accessing guns; and H.R. 
1112, closing the Charleston loophole 
that allows individuals to get a gun if 
their background checks haven’t been 
completed within 3 days, all legislation 
that would prevent the gun violence 
that is hurting all our communities. 
Yet, the Senate has failed to act, as 
key Senators have opposed taking any 
action. 

That is irresponsible. 

b 1115 

We are not the only country that ex-
periences gun violence, but it seems 
that we are the only ones not to do 
anything about it except to offer 
thoughts and prayers and moments of 
silence. 

Well, I will tell you, no more silence 
over gun violence, from Sandy Hook 
where 26 were killed to the Pulse night-
club shooting where 49 were killed, to 
the third anniversary of the Oak Creek 
Sikh temple shooting where 6 were 
killed, to Stoneman Douglas High 
School in Florida where 17 were killed, 
to Milwaukee, Wisconsin, where, last 
fall, a 13-year-old girl was killed by a 
stray bullet. Bullets don’t have eyes. 
This spring, an 11-year-old was wound-
ed by a stray bullet. 

Enough is enough. Mr. Speaker, it is 
time for the Senate to take up H.R. 8 
and to promote health and safety in 
our communities. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MICHAEL TORPY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. CARTER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to remember the life of 
Mr. Michael Torpy, who passed away 
on June 10 at the age of 20. 

Diagnosed with an aggressive form of 
bone cancer as a senior in high school, 
Mr. Torpy refused to let the disease 
break his spirit. He spent nearly 100 
nights in the hospital receiving chemo-
therapy treatment, had numerous sur-
geries, and even had a prosthetic right 
leg. 

Yet Mr. Torpy went on to attend the 
University of Georgia, maintain 
straight A’s, and was named a Presi-
dential Scholar. 

He continued his favorite hobby of 
backpacking, kept up his wrestling 
form with his old coach, and made an 
effort every day to make his friends 
smile. 

Although not a long life, Mr. Torpy’s 
mother remembers that he lived his 
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life to the fullest. This should be an in-
spiration for all of us to both persevere 
through tribulations, while also cele-
brating the gift of life. 

Mr. Torpy’s family and friends will 
be in my thoughts and prayers during 
this most difficult time. 

RECOGNIZING CECIL BOSWELL 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Mr. Cecil 
Boswell, an American hero from Geor-
gia who served our Nation during 
World War II. 

Originally from Gainesville, Georgia, 
Mr. Boswell deployed on the beaches of 
Normandy during D-Day and fought in 
the Battle of the Bulge, where he par-
ticipated in wrestling Europe from 
Nazi control and also contributed to a 
historical turning point in Western civ-
ilization. 

Dodging close calls of his own, Mr. 
Boswell experienced, firsthand, the 
bravery and sacrifice of his fellow 
American soldiers. Until he passed 
away in 2017 at the age of 99, he was 
known for his abundant patriotism, al-
ways flying an American flag in his 
yard, displaying his war medals in his 
home, and marching every year in the 
annual Gainesville Memorial Day Pa-
rade. 

On this 75th anniversary of D-Day, I 
am proud of the rich military heritage 
of Georgia that helped to secure vic-
tory for the Allied Forces. I am espe-
cially proud of and thankful for Mr. 
Boswell for his bravery and service to 
help defeat tyranny overseas and pro-
tect the freedom of all of Western civ-
ilization. 

RECOGNIZING DENE SHEHEANE 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Mr. Dene 
Sheheane for his work in helping Geor-
gia universities become national lead-
ers in access, affordability, completion 
rates, and research output. 

Mr. Sheheane began his work to bet-
ter our State’s education system near-
ly 30 years ago when he worked with 
Governor Zell Miller, who was known 
for spearheading the most important 
higher education legislation in the 
State of Georgia, the HOPE Scholar-
ship. 

Since 2014, Mr. Sheheane has contin-
ued this effort, working with the com-
munity relations department at Geor-
gia Institute of Technology. In this 
role he has secured Federal funding for 
financial aid, renewal of the univer-
sity’s library, and projects within the 
Georgia Tech Research Institute that 
promote economic development and re-
search of key health and environ-
mental issues. 

Because of his accomplishments thus 
far at Georgia Tech, he was promoted 
to president of the Georgia Tech Alum-
ni Association, and on July 1 he will 
begin serving over 160,000 alumni 
worldwide. 

I want to thank Mr. Sheheane for all 
he has done for the State of Georgia 
and wish him good luck in all his en-
deavors to come. 

RECOGNIZING BLAIR GREINER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, 
there is nothing more important than 
character, and I rise today to recognize 
an educator from Bucks County, Penn-
sylvania, who was recently honored as 
Character Builder of the Year by the 
Pennsbury LYFT. Blair Greiner, an art 
teacher at William Penn Middle 
School, received the award from 
Pennsbury LYFT leaders Vicky Allen 
and Gary Sanderson. 

The Character Builder of the Year 
Award is a unique distinction bestowed 
upon gifted teachers and faculty mem-
bers who encourage their students to 
make upright decisions and conduct 
themselves in a positive manner. 

Blair was nominated by several of 
her colleagues, who described her as a 
kind and passionate person who is al-
ways passionate about her work. They 
cite a project she spearheaded design-
ing a mural for a retiring colleague and 
creating a give one, take one initiative 
that gives students and teachers the 
ability to write uplifting messages for 
peers having a tough day. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Blair on 
this well-deserved award and would 
like to thank LYFT for honoring he-
roes in our community and for advo-
cating for the youth in Bucks County. 

RECOGNIZING THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF 
PERKASIE 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize a faith commu-
nity in Bucks County, Pennsylvania, 
for its innovation in providing pastoral 
care to members of our community. 

The First Baptist Church of Perkasie 
recently unveiled a community center 
known as Revivals that serves as a 
soup kitchen, a counseling center, and 
a food pantry, among many other pur-
poses. 

Throughout the summer, members of 
First Baptist Church of Perkasie will 
hit the road with the Revivals block 
party trailer mobile unit to offer serv-
ices to our community throughout 
Bucks County. These family-friendly 
events, in addition to other faith serv-
ices, have an array of food and games 
to serve to bring people together. 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud the faith com-
munity of First Baptist Church of 
Perkasie. I would like to especially 
thank Teaching Pastor Chris Heller, 
Family Care Pastor Doug Henning, and 
Ministries Pastor Jon Adams for all of 
their work that they do for our Bucks 
County community. 
HONORING JESSICA WILCOX AND ALEX GOLDSBY 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize two student 
athletes in Bucks County, Pennsyl-
vania, that were recently honored at 
the 21st annual Kiwanis-Herald Schol-
ar-Athlete Awards Banquet in 
Langhorne. 

Jessica Wilcox and Alex Goldsby, 
seniors at Conwell-Egan Catholic High 

School, my alma mater, were recently 
selected as recipients of the Levittown- 
Bristol Kiwanis Club Dick Dougherty 
Scholarship. 

A 4-year starter on the Conwell-Egan 
girls volleyball team, a 4-year member 
of the softball team, and a two-time 
first-team all-Catholic selection in 
bowling, Jessica also served as a mem-
ber of the student council for 2 years. 

As a 2-year starting quarterback for 
the Conwell-Egan football team, Alex 
was named the 2018 Philadelphia 
Catholic League Paul Bartolomeo Top 
Scholar-Athlete and was a member of 
the 2018 Archdiocese of Philadelphia 
Scholar-Athlete Honor Roll. As a start-
er, Alex threw for 1,972 yards and 21 
touchdowns, and he also rushed for 
over 1,100 yards and 25 touchdowns. 

Mr. Speaker, I wish Jessica and Alex 
all the best as they continue their 
studies at Bucks County Community 
College and Ursinus College, respec-
tively, and I congratulate both of them 
and my alma mater on this amazing 
distinction. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 23 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. ROSE of New York) at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

Dr. James Merritt, Cross Pointe 
Church, Duluth, Georgia, offered the 
following prayer: 

Our Father in Heaven, we come 
thanking You for sending Your Son, 
Jesus, to die for our sins; for these men 
and women who have given their lives 
to public service; and for the freedom 
and the inalienable rights to life, lib-
erty, and the pursuit of happiness that 
come from You, our creator. 

I pray for every Member of this sa-
cred House that You would give them 
the wisdom of Solomon to know what 
is right and the courage of Daniel to do 
what is right. 

I pray that the golden rule would pre-
vail in their interpersonal relation-
ships. May they be ever mindful that 
they will give an account to You for 
every decision they make and every 
law they pass. 

Finally, would You please revive us 
again that Your people may rejoice in 
You. Hear our prayer in the name that 
is above every name, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

Amen. 
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