
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH4400 June 11, 2019 
Climate change is not a future 

threat; it is a threat now, and we need 
to take urgent action. The decisions we 
make today will determine the future 
we leave to our children. 

We also need to prepare for the con-
sequences of climate change, which are 
already affecting our environment, our 
infrastructure, our economy, and, yes, 
even our health. 

More frequent and intense heat 
waves are leading to higher rates of 
heat stroke. Warmer temperatures are 
also directly affecting vector-, food-, 
and waterborne diseases and causing 
longer allergy seasons. 

We need to understand and prepare 
for these changes. That is why I led a 
letter to the House Appropriations 
Committee urging support for the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention 
Climate and Health Program to help 
our city and State health departments 
address and prepare for the effects of 
climate change. 

I am pleased that funding for their 
important work has increased to $15 
million in this year’s bill. I urge my 
colleagues to support this provision to 
help vulnerable communities adapt to 
the health threats of climate change. 

f 

CONDITIONS OF MIGRANT DETEN-
TION FACILITIES ARE INHUMANE 
(Mr. GARCÍA of Illinois asked and 

was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. GARCÍA of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 
I am joined today by my colleagues to 
show our country the inhumane condi-
tions of migrant detention facilities. 

As a grandfather and an immigrant, 
my heart breaks every time another 
child dies in U.S. custody. 

Migrants are escaping some of the 
harshest political and economic tur-
moil in Central America, only to have 
their children die once they arrive 
here. Like 1-year-old Mariee Juarez 
and her mother who fled domestic 
abuse in Guatemala, then she died in a 
U.S. hospital after receiving inad-
equate care. 

We don’t allow prisoners to die. How 
are we allowing children to die in Fed-
eral custody? 

Last week, the inspector general of 
DHS confirmed what we already knew: 
Conditions are dangerous and unsani-
tary. 

This is cruel and un-American. This 
cannot be the new normal. What the 
President is doing is anything but nor-
mal. 

When Attorney General Sessions ini-
tiated this, it was a bad way to move 
forward. 

Is this the message that President 
Trump wants to send the world, that 
the U.S. is where children come to die? 

How many children must die before 
this administration acts? 

f 

CELEBRATING NATIONAL 
HOMEOWNERSHIP MONTH 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-

dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, June is National Home-
ownership Month, and it is the time 
when we celebrate and recognize the 
many benefits of owning a home. 

For generations of Americans, own-
ing a home has been an essential ele-
ment in achieving the American 
Dream. But since the Great Recession, 
we have seen homeownership rates dip 
to historic lows. 

Young families often find themselves 
unable to save for a down payment or 
gain access to adequate credit, and 
that is especially true for those living 
in rural areas. 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture 
places emphasis on helping rural Amer-
icans buy homes. USDA provides mort-
gage loan guarantees through partner-
ships with private-sector lenders to 
help low- to moderate-income rural 
home buyers. USDA has helped more 
than 4.4 million rural residents buy 
homes since the National Housing Act 
was passed 70 years ago. 

Mr. Speaker, homeownership has 
widespread benefits: It fortifies com-
munities, creates jobs, and strengthens 
the local businesses that support our 
towns. 

I thank USDA for its commitment to 
providing affordable housing for rural 
Americans. By helping hardworking 
Americans achieve this dream, it pro-
vides a strong foundation for more 
prosperous rural communities. 

f 

AMERICA IS BETTER THAN THIS 

(Mr. ESPAILLAT asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. ESPAILLAT. Mr. Speaker, I have 
seen with my very own eyes the way 
migrants at the southern border, par-
ticularly children, are treated under 
U.S. custody. It is so appalling, we 
would not ever accept one of our own 
children being treated in such condi-
tions in any country across the world. 
Young toddlers go days without proper 
hygiene, nutrition, or medical treat-
ment. 

These awful conditions have led to 
the deaths of minors at the hands of 
our government, like Felipe Gomez 
Alonzo, who was just 8 years old. 

If this administration’s plan is to 
mistreat refugees to prevent them from 
coming here, it clearly is not working. 
Just think, if they would rather risk 
this treatment than remain in their 
home countries, how bad must it be 
there? 

America is better than this. We must 
treat immigrants better than this. We 
must treat refugees better than this. 
We must treat children better than 
this. 

Mr. Speaker, the whole world is 
watching. 

ADDRESSING HUMANITARIAN 
CHALLENGES FACED AT SOUTH-
ERN BORDER 

(Ms. ESCOBAR asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. ESCOBAR. Mr. Speaker, on May 
31, the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity’s Office of Inspector General pub-
lished an alarming report that con-
firms the terrible consequences of the 
Trump administration’s failure to 
truly address the humanitarian chal-
lenges we face at our southern border. 

Instead of working with Congress and 
leaders in our hemisphere on address-
ing root causes and policy that rep-
resents America’s values of compas-
sion, the administration, instead, 
chooses cruelty. 

As a result, agents and officers are 
overworked, exhausted, and frustrated. 
Communities like mine are stretched 
beyond capacity, and migrants are in 
inhumane conditions. 

The photos and description of the 
conditions at the Paso Del Norte Proc-
essing Center in my district are beyond 
disturbing: 

Migrants standing on toilets to make 
room and gain breathing space; 

A cell with a maximum capacity of 35 
holding 155 migrants; 

Detainees wearing soiled clothing for 
days or weeks; 

The list goes on. 
I visited the PDN Processing Center 

when I was home this weekend, and one 
thing is clear: Congress must establish, 
and DHS must abide by, humanitarian 
standards. Not doing so is immoral and 
un-American. 

f 

b 1215 

ICE SOLITARY CONFINEMENT 

(Ms. GARCIA of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. GARCIA of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to condemn the inhumane 
treatment of immigrants at detention 
centers around the country. 

Recently exposed documents paint a 
gruesome picture of ICE custodians 
abusing the practice of solitary con-
finement on immigration detainees. 
Often these detainees have not violated 
rules or shown dangerous behavior, 
but, in some instances, are being held 
in isolation because they are disabled 
or because they identify as gay. 

Even under ICE’s own guidelines, sol-
itary confinement is a serious step that 
requires careful consideration of all al-
ternatives. Yet, ICE is using this prac-
tice as a tool of first resort, not last re-
sort. One detainee noted that the 
strain of the isolation made him lose 
his mind. 

These reported cases reveal what we 
already feared: that this administra-
tion is committed to widespread abuse 
of human beings simply because of who 
they are and where they come from. 

Mr. Speaker, I learned at an early 
age that we are all God’s children. This 
is not the way to treat God’s children. 
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GUN VIOLENCE AWARENESS 

MONTH 

(Mr. MALINOWSKI asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. MALINOWSKI. Mr. Speaker, 
June is Gun Violence Awareness 
Month, and I am so tired of watching 
innocent children being lowered into 
the ground. 

A week ago, there was another mass 
shooting in Virginia Beach. The shoot-
er had a sound suppressor and a large 
capacity magazine. And it struck me: 
these things which gave him an advan-
tage are banned in my home State of 
New Jersey. We have one of the lowest 
rates of gun violence of any State in 
America. 

Why is that? We have poverty, we 
have crime, we have mental illness just 
like other States, but we also have sen-
sible gun laws. 

It has been just over 100 days since 
the House passed a sensible gun bill 
that the vast majority of Americans 
support. Universal background checks 
will save lives. The Senate could pass 
this bill today, but the Senate major-
ity leader refuses to hold a vote. 

Mr. Speaker, this is what the voters 
who sent us here are most tired of: spe-
cial interests blocking action on what 
most of us agree must be done. 

It is time for the Senate to give the 
American people the safety and com-
mon sense that they voted for and, at 
long last, pass universal background 
checks. 

f 

PRESCRIPTION DRUG COSTS 

(Mr. CARSON of Indiana asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, everyone knows that Americans pay 
too much for their prescription drugs, 
and something must be done. 

That is why I am pleased House 
Democrats are addressing the rising 
costs of these medications. We have 
passed legislation like H.R. 987 and 
H.R. 1503, both of which can lower the 
cost of prescription drugs by helping to 
bring a greater number of generic 
drugs to market, but we can’t stop 
there. 

We must act boldly and in a bipar-
tisan manner, Mr. Speaker, to confront 
the obstacles that stand between hard-
working Americans and affordable pre-
scriptions necessary for their well- 
being. In the wealthiest nation in the 
world, Mr. Speaker, no one should have 
to face these barriers to affordable, 
quality healthcare. 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND 
SECURITY DETENTION FACILITIES 

(Mr. CÁRDENAS asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. CÁRDENAS. Mr. Speaker, 
Jakelin Caal Maquin, 7-year-old girl. 

Felipe Gomez Alonzo, 8 years old. Juan 
de Leon Gutierrez, 16 years old. Carlos 
Hernandez Vasquez, 16 years old. All of 
these children died under our custody 
in the United States of America. 

In the last 8 months, six children 
have died in the United States of 
America under the custody of the De-
partment of Homeland Security. It 
pains me to say this because I am not 
talking about some war-torn country 
halfway around the world. This is hap-
pening right here in the United States 
of America. 

Over the past 2 years, under this 
President, President Donald Trump, 24 
men, women, and children who came 
looking for a better life in the United 
States of America died. 

This administration’s treatment is 
inhumane. What President Trump and 
this administration are doing is shame-
ful. 

Mr. Speaker, let’s be very clear: the 
crisis at the border is a humanitarian 
crisis that is the product of the Presi-
dent’s deadly policies. We need ac-
countability and this President will 
need to answer for his role in the loss 
of life, on our soil, at the United States 
border. 

f 

GUN VIOLENCE AWARENESS 
MONTH 

(Mr. VEASEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, this is 
Gun Violence Awareness Month. I rise 
to commemorate the life of Ms. Briuna 
Harps, a young woman with a bright 
future in Fort Worth, who lost her life 
in a senseless act of gun violence last 
month. 

Nineteen-year-old Briuna had just 
finished her first year of pre-med class-
es when she was visiting her sister at 
an apartment complex in Fort Worth 
and was struck by a bullet in the cross-
fire between two gangs, two idiotic 
gangs, in an idiotic gang war. Sadly, 
Briuna’s death and deaths like it are 
too commonplace in America. Each 
day, nearly 100 people in our Nation are 
killed by someone using a gun. 

Recently, the city of Fort Worth 
launched a local initiative to protect 
our neighborhoods and curb gun vio-
lence. The Senate can help us in this 
area by taking action to pass common-
sense gun safety legislation that the 
House passed over 100 days ago. Taking 
action is the best way that we can 
honor the life of Briuna and the other 
lives just like hers who were lost to 
gun violence. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the community 
and give special thanks to Pastor Mil-
ton Pace, Tiffany Pace Whitaker, and 
Montreal Dukes for hosting a recent 
dialogue on curbing violence in our 
Fort Worth community. 

But we need the Senate to do their 
part. We need them to act. Pass the 
legislation that we passed in the House 
now. 

FUTURE OF AMERICA’S FARMERS 

(Mrs. CRAIG asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. CRAIG. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of family farmers 
throughout the Midwest and in my 
home State of Minnesota. We are fac-
ing a year of unseasonably wet condi-
tions, leaving many producers weigh-
ing their options for the future of their 
farms. 

I am proud to join my colleague, Rep-
resentative DUSTY JOHNSON of South 
Dakota, in introducing the FEEDD 
Act, a bipartisan bill to give farmers 
flexibility to graze and harvest cover 
crops on prevent plant acres. 

Congress has a responsibility to do 
right by our Nation’s farmers who feed, 
clothe, and fuel our communities by 
providing them the flexibility they 
need to do their jobs successfully. This 
bill will help alleviate concerns of a 
forage shortage and improve soil 
health through the use of cover crops. 

This is a bipartisan, commonsense 
solution, and we need a whole lot more 
of that in this House. I encourage my 
colleagues on both sides of the aisle to 
come together and support this bill and 
stand up for our farmers throughout 
the country. 

f 

HONORING THERESA BURROUGHS 

(Ms. SEWELL of Alabama asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the extraor-
dinary life and legacy of Theresa Bur-
roughs, a champion for voting rights 
and a foot soldier of the civil rights 
movement. 

Sadly, Mrs. Burroughs passed away 
on May 22, 2019, at the age of 89. 

Mrs. Burroughs dedicated her life to 
advancing equality and justice and 
making sure that future generations 
would learn about the sacrifices and 
the bravery of foot soldiers who 
marched, bled, and died for the right to 
vote and for civil rights in this coun-
try. 

She is best known for her steward-
ship in founding the Safe House Black 
History Museum in Greensboro, Ala-
bama. The museum is located in the 
same house in Hale County where Dr. 
Martin Luther King hid out from the 
KKK on a visit to west Alabama in 
1968. The museum houses materials to 
educate future generations of the local 
struggle that happened in the Black 
Belt of Alabama on behalf of all of us. 

I am deeply honored to have known 
Mrs. Burroughs, and, in fact, I had the 
opportunity to present Mrs. Burroughs 
with a Congressional Gold Medal for 
her participation in the 1965 march 
from Selma to Montgomery. I am deep-
ly honored because I know I stand on 
the shoulders of Mrs. Burroughs. So 
many of us do. Her bright light will al-
ways glow through the many lives that 
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