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based organizations. This program also 
serves a large number of veterans, 
some of whom, Mr. Speaker, became 
disabled in service to our country. 

This motion is offset by a reduction 
to HUD’s Information Technology 
Fund, leaving the account at a very 
reasonable level of $209 million. Again, 
this is a manageable level for HUD IT, 
and it is a modest adjustment to bring 
dignity, relief, and help to individuals 
and families with disabilities. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge a ‘‘yes’’ vote on 
the motion, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise in opposition to the mo-
tion to recommit. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, responsibility for funding the 
Federal Government is as basic as it 
gets. It is one of the most important 
duties of Congress. The previous major-
ity failed to do the basic task of keep-
ing the lights on. Here on day 5 of the 
116th Congress, we Democrats and lead-
ership are determined to reopen Fed-
eral agencies shuttered by the Trump 
shutdown. 

This legislation, which has already 
gotten bipartisan support—virtually 
unanimous support in the Senate—will 
ensure that the Federal Government is 
open and working for the American 
people. 

The agencies funded in this bill have 
been shuttered for 20 days. More than 
20,000 air traffic controllers have been 
on the job, ensuring the safety of the 
Nation’s skies, without pay. They have 
been doing their jobs without the usual 
complement of safety professionals 
who support the operation of the air-
space. 

Yet, when payday comes for these 
controllers—and thousands of other 
Federal workers—they will see noth-
ing. Instead of their pay, they will get 
a blank check. They will not get com-
pensated for the work they have done. 

HUD is scrambling to renew con-
tracts and ensure that thousands of 
tenants aren’t evicted. The uncertainty 
over Federal grants has caused State 
departments of transportation to delay 
issuing contracts just before the con-
struction season, and the list goes on 
and on. 

Mr. Speaker, we must end this mad-
ness. This bill, in its current form, rep-
resents the quickest and easiest way to 
do this, making it as easy as possible 
for the Senate to say ‘‘yes,’’ because 
they have already said ‘‘yes’’ to these 
bills. 

This is why we are taking this ap-
proach. I ask my colleagues to support 
us in that so that here, on day 20 of the 
Trump shutdown, we can bring this to 
a close. We are on the verge of having 
the longest government shutdown in 
American history. We need to pass this 
bill without further delay. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
reject this motion to recommit, vote 
‘‘no’’ on the motion to recommit, and 
‘‘yes’’ on the bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the previous question is or-
dered on the motion to recommit. 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion to recommit. 
The question was taken; and the 

Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the noes appeared to have it. 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or votes objected 
to under clause 6 of rule XX. 

The House will resume proceedings 
on postponed questions at a later time. 

f 

PROTECTING DIPLOMATS FROM 
SURVEILLANCE THROUGH CON-
SUMER DEVICES ACT 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 115) to require the Department of 
State to establish a policy regarding 
the use of location-tracking consumer 
devices by employees at diplomatic and 
consular facilities, and for other pur-
poses. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 115 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Protecting 
Diplomats from Surveillance Through Con-
sumer Devices Act’’. 
SEC. 2. SECURING UNITED STATES DIPLOMATIC 

AND CONSULAR FACILITIES 
AGAINST CYBERSURVEILLANCE. 

(a) POLICY ON LOCATION-TRACKING CON-
SUMER DEVICES.—Not later than 60 days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary of State shall establish a policy on 
the use of location-tracking consumer de-
vices, including GPS-enabled devices, at 
United States diplomatic and consular facili-
ties by United States Government employ-
ees, contractors, locally employed staff, and 
members of other agencies deployed to or 
stationed at such facilities. 

(b) SECURITY BRIEFING.—Existing and new 
employees at United States diplomatic and 
consular facilities, including contractors, lo-
cally employed staff, and members of other 
agencies deployed to or stationed at such fa-
cilities, shall, as a part of the security brief-
ings provided to such employees, be informed 
of the policy described in subsection (a) and 
given instructions on the use of location- 
tracking consumer devices both on and off 
the premises of such facilities. 

(c) COORDINATION.—The Secretary of State 
shall coordinate with the heads of any other 

agencies whose employees are deployed to or 
stationed at United States diplomatic and 
consular facilities in the formulation of the 
policy described in subsection (a) and the 
dissemination of such policy pursuant to 
subsection (b). 

(d) REPORT.—Not later than 30 days after 
the formulation of the policy described in 
subsection (a), the Secretary of State shall 
submit to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
of the House of Representatives and the 
Committee on Foreign Relations of the Sen-
ate a report on the details of such policy. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. ENGEL) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. MCCAUL) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New York. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-

imous consent that all Members have 5 
legislative days to revise and extend 
their remarks and include extraneous 
material on H.R. 115, currently under 
consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, before I talk about the 

bill, I want to very briefly acknowledge 
the fact that this is the first debate we 
have had with bills in the Foreign Af-
fairs Committee since the new Con-
gress. I want to welcome Mr. MCCAUL 
to the very important position—which 
I had for the past 6 years—of ranking 
member. And I know that, as chair-
man, the Foreign Affairs Committee 
for the past 6 years has had a record of 
being the most bipartisan committee 
in the Congress. I hope and I know that 
that will continue with this Congress, 
and that the respect that all Members 
have shown each other will continue 
the tradition of the Foreign Affairs 
Committee. I look forward to working 
with Mr. MCCAUL in that regard. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
115, the Protecting Diplomats from 
Surveillance Through Consumer De-
vices Act. I thank Mr. CASTRO for in-
troducing this legislation. 

Before I get into the merits of this 
particular bill, which is designed to 
protect diplomats from cyber snooping, 
I would be remiss if I failed to express 
my deep concern that thousands of De-
partment of State employees and dip-
lomats are furloughed without pay. 

b 1500 

I am hearing stories of State Depart-
ment officials struggling to make ends 
meet, taking up side jobs and having 
garage sales to stay afloat. By keeping 
America’s diplomats away from their 
jobs, we are harming our national secu-
rity. We need to end this shutdown, and 
we need to end it now. 

Now, I will turn to the excellent bill 
before us today. This measure aims to 
ensure the Department of State has 
policies in place to help prevent our ad-
versaries from tracking the locations 
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of our foreign service officers through 
their electronic devices. 

From Fitbits and smartwatches to 
phones and cars, most of us have at 
least one tracking device with us at all 
times. Many of us would literally be 
lost without these devices, but they 
pose security risks as well. 

This commonsense measure would 
make sure the Secretary of State has a 
policy in place on using location track-
ing consumer devices at our diplomatic 
and consular facilities around the 
world. 

This is a good bill that passed the 
House unanimously in the last Con-
gress, and I urge my colleagues to sup-
port its passage again today. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. MCCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself as much time as I may con-
sume. 

Let me first congratulate Mr. ENGEL 
on his ascension to the chairmanship of 
the Foreign Affairs Committee. I can’t 
think of a better chairman to work 
with than Mr. ENGEL, who is always bi-
partisan, always says that partisanship 
stops at the water’s edge. And I know, 
being a national security committee, 
that we will conduct ourselves with 
dignity and respect for each other. We 
may disagree from time to time, but 
we will always respect each other. I 
look forward to working with him in 
this Congress. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of a bill I sponsored with Mr. CASTRO of 
Texas, the Protecting Diplomats from 
Surveillance Through Consumer De-
vices Act. 

Last year, a report revealed the risk 
of using wearable technologies such as 
Fitbits and Apple watches which use 
GPS tracking. As the report stated, re-
searchers were able to track the move-
ments of deployed troops in overseas 
locations. This obviously poses an 
enormous security risk for our soldiers 
overseas. Enemies could track patrol 
routes or discover the location of se-
cret foreign installments. 

This exposure puts our diplomats at 
risk as well. We have men and women 
engaging in diplomatic efforts all over 
the world, often in sensitive and high- 
risk areas. We must not make it easier 
for our enemies to track their move-
ments. 

As such, our bill requires the Depart-
ment of State to establish a policy on 
the use of location tracking consumer 
devices by diplomats at U.S. facilities 
around the world. We introduced this 
bill last year, and it passed in a large 
bipartisan fashion. 

I want to thank Mr. CASTRO for his 
leadership, as well as Chairman ENGEL 
for his work on this important legisla-
tion. I urge my colleagues to support. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, in closing, 
let me say that the Protecting Dip-
lomats from Surveillance Through 
Consumer Devices Act is a common-
sense way to improve the safety of U.S. 
personnel overseas. 

I urge my colleagues to support the 
measure, and I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. MCCAUL. Mr. Speaker, in clos-
ing, I think protecting our diplomats 
and ensuring sensitive and classified 
areas is really critical to our national 
security. This bill does that. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. CASTRO of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I am 
grateful for Chairman ENGEL’s leadership on 
the Foreign Affairs Committee. 

I look forward to continue working with 
Chairman ENGEL to advance U.S. foreign pol-
icy and national security this Congress. 

I’d also like to thank my colleague from 
Texas, Ranking Member MICHAEL MCCAUL, for 
authoring this measure with me. 

Mr. Speaker, U.S. Foreign Service Offices 
voluntarily serve in some of the most dan-
gerous pockets of the world to advance U.S. 
national interests and security abroad. 

Changing technologies force us to adapt our 
security practices to ensure our diplomats’ 
safety. 

This includes threats posed by location- 
tracking consumer devices that reveal physical 
locations and movements. 

I was glad to reintroduce the Protecting Dip-
lomats from Surveillance Through Consumer 
Devices Act last week with Ranking Member 
MCCAUL. 

This legislation requires the State Depart-
ment to account for location-tracking con-
sumer devices in broader U.S. embassy and 
consulate security policies. 

As lawmakers, we have a moral obligation 
to ensure our men and women in the line of 
duty have the protections they deserve. 

This legislation does just that. 
Protecting our nation’s frontline civilians is 

not a partisan issue, it’s an American issue. 
We must ensure our security policies and 

practices nimbly adapt to evolving tech-
nologies and tactics used by our enemies. 

That’s why I urge my colleagues on both 
sides of the aisle to support this measure. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support of H.R. 115 the ‘‘Protecting Diplomats 
from Surveillance Through Consumer Devices 
Act,’’ which directs the State Department to 
establish a policy on location-tracking con-
sumer devices at U.S. diplomatic and consular 
facilities around the world and requires em-
ployees to be briefed on the policies and pro-
cedures during routine security briefings. 

H.R. 115 also requires the Secretary of 
State to coordinate with heads of any other 
agencies whose employees are deployed to or 
stationed at U.S. facilities in formulating this 
policy. 

I support this legislation because, among 
other things, with the enactment of this act, 
the Secretary of State shall establish a policy 
on the use of location-tracking devices, includ-
ing GPS-enabled devices, at United States fa-
cilities, both at home and abroad. 

This act clarifies that U.S. employees will be 
kept updated and notified about the use of lo-
cation-tracking consumer devices both on and 
off the premises of U.S. diplomatic and con-
sular facilities. 

The State Department is the critical go be-
tween when dealing with international affairs 
and foreign policy issues, and this act will ex-
pand their duties by protecting the privacy 
rights of Diplomats and resident employees in 
this new age of technology. 

Location-tracking information can be stored 
within a device or transmitted to an outside 
server, both storing the data, and giving real 
time location of said device. 

Mr. Speaker, in this day and age, most 
smart phone users have location-tracking apps 
open on their device at all times; an estimated 
90 percent of smart phone owners in 2015 
use location-based services, and have them 
on a all times. 

For example, weather apps, which an esti-
mated 65 percent of adults share their location 
with and check daily, require the users’ loca-
tion to provide accurate weather information. 

For these reasons, I ask my colleagues to 
join me in supporting H.R. 115 and upholding 
the importance of the privacy of our employ-
ees in consular and diplomatic facilities, and 
ensuring that all persons involved are aware 
and educated about the upholding policies. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
ENGEL) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 115. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

UNITED STATES-MEXICO 
ECONOMIC PARTNERSHIP ACT 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 133) to promote economic part-
nership and cooperation between the 
United States and Mexico. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 133 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘United 
States-Mexico Economic Partnership Act’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) The United States and Mexico have ben-

efitted from a bilateral, mutually beneficial 
partnership focused on advancing the eco-
nomic interests of both countries. 

(2) In 2013, Mexico adopted major energy 
reforms that opened its energy sector to pri-
vate investment, increasing energy coopera-
tion between Mexico and the United States 
and opening new opportunities for United 
States energy engagement. 

(3) On January 18, 2018, the Principal Dep-
uty Assistant Secretary for Educational and 
Cultural Affairs at the Department of State 
stated, ‘‘Our exchange programs build endur-
ing relationships and networks to advance 
U.S. national interests and foreign policy 
goals . . . The role of our exchanges . . . in 
advancing U.S. national security and eco-
nomic interests enjoys broad bipartisan sup-
port from Congress and other stakeholders, 
and provides a strong return on invest-
ment.’’. 

(4) According to the Institute of Inter-
national Education, in the 2015–2016 aca-
demic year, more than 56,000 United States 
students studied in other countries in the 
Western Hemisphere region while more than 
84,000 non-United States students from the 
region studied in the United States, but only 
5,000 of those United States students studied 
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