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would accuse the government of abuse
and neglect. This is why we need to
transform the Nation’s child welfare
system to make sure that all of the
children in our country have every-
thing they need to be successful adults.

————

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF JOHN
D. MILLER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. RODNEY DAVIS) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to remember
John D. Miller of Monticello, Illinois.
He was a beloved public servant and ac-
tive community member who suddenly
passed away last week.

After graduating from Monticello
High School in 1971, John served in the
United States Army and later in the
National Guard and the Army Re-
serves. It was there that he began his
career in law enforcement, serving as a
military police officer and an instruc-
tor.

His civilian service started with the
Decatur Police Department before he
was named Argenta’s chief of police. In
1995, he was appointed to the same role
with the Monticello Police Depart-
ment, where he went on to serve for 17
years until his retirement in 2012.

Throughout his tenure, he was known
for his sense of justice, but also his
sense of compassion. In total, he dedi-
cated 34 years of his life to law enforce-
ment.

In 2013, he once again answered the
call to better his community, and he
was elected as an alderman on the
Monticello City Council. In 2017, he was
reelected to a second 4-year term.

John lived his life in humble service
to his friends and neighbors. For so
many, he was a role model and a men-
tor, and he will be truly missed.

My prayers are with his wife, Karen,
his children, and his grandchildren.

CONGRATULATING COACH JIM OTT

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to congratulate
Coach Jim Ott and the men’s golf team
at Illinois Wesleyan University on
their NCAA Division III national cham-
pionship win last month for the 13th
straight year.

Illinois Wesleyan University has
made it to the national championship,
but this year, they took home the tro-
phy. When asked about the win, Coach
Ott said: ‘“The nice thing is it was such
a team effort.”

During the 3-day tournament, the Ti-
tans had led the scoreboard until the
final nine holes, when the second-place
team caught their lead and tied them.

Thanks to a 12-foot par putt on num-
ber 18 by junior Skylar LeVine and a
15-foot par putt on the final hole by
senior Drew Pershing, the team se-
cured their first-place ranking, earning
them the title of national champions.

Illinois Wesleyan’s win also earned
Coach Ott the Dave Williams National
Coach of the Year Award, presented by
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Golf Pride Grips. He has been the men’s
golf coach for the Titans since 2000 and
led Illinois Wesleyan to eight wins in 11
tournaments this season. After coach-
ing the Titans for 19 years, he can fi-
nally boast a national championship
win.

Coach Ott has a lot to be proud of. I
congratulate him and the entire Titan
golf team.

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF TERRY TODT

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to remember
Terry Todt. Terry was a friend and a
beloved community member who
passed away on May 23.

Many of us in central Illinois grew up
listening to Terry on the radio. For the
past 41 years, he was the man behind
the microphone announcing some of
the most memorable moments in high
school sports in central Illinois.

Terry got his first transistor radio at
the age of 7. In 1978, his dream of be-
coming a broadcaster came true when
he was hired by WSMI in Litchfield,
the radio station he had listened to on
that transistor radio while growing up.

Because of his excellence in sports
announcing, he was inducted into the
media division of the Illinois Basket-
ball Coaches Association Hall of Fame,
as well as many other distinctions.

But Terry’s love for youth sports
went far beyond his broadcasts:

For many years, he officiated basket-
ball, baseball, and soccer with the local
sports association;

He was instrumental in expanding
the Raymond Park District to add two
athletic fields, including a soccer field
that was named in his honor;

Last year, he began the T. Todt
Shootout, a basketball benefit that
raises money for the Montgomery
County Cancer Association.

Terry left a lasting legacy that will
long be remembered.

I remember meeting Terry in 1995,
and he is just one of the most genuine
people anyone could have ever met. He
was an iconic member of the Raymond
community, and he will be missed by
many.

My prayers are with his wife, Brenda,
their children, their grandchildren, and
everyone who knew my friend Terry
Todt.

——
PROTECT THE DREAMERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. CosTA) for 5 minutes.

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to talk about our Dreamers and the
need for Congress to work together
now to protect them and provide legal
status.

Simply put, Dreamers are Americans,
just like you and I, and they should be
treated as such. They came here,
brought by their families at a very
early age: 2, 3, 4 years of age. For them,
this is the only country they have ever
known.

They are our friends, our neighbors,
and members of our churches, syna-
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gogues, and mosques. They serve in the
military and attend our schools and
universities.

In my district alone, the 16th Con-
gressional District in California in the
San Joaquin Valley, there are over
1,200 Dreamers who are attending Cali-
fornia State University, Fresno; the
University of California, Merced; and
thousands more who are attending our
community colleges.
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I have heard their stories, I have
looked them in the eyes, and I have
consoled them. They have great fear.
They fear things that we would not
probably think about, like driving to
school and driving to work. They are
fearful that they might be pulled over
because maybe their vehicle has some
sort of a violation, only to be pulled
over and find out that they are not
here legally.

The jobs that they have—many of
them full-time jobs, good jobs—are
threatened by potential audits to the
employers who are seeking to deter-
mine whether or not they are here ille-
gally or not.

Yet, in spite of all of those chal-
lenges, they work tirelessly to improve
their education and to contribute to
the betterment of their families and
their local communities. They pay
taxes. They give back.

After all, isn’t that the American
way?

They are the next generation of lead-
ers in various regions throughout our
communities, yet they are living in
fear every day that they could be de-
ported. They fear for their families,
and they fear for their futures as they
wait to see if they will be removed
from the only home they have ever
known.

Can you imagine being in a house-
hold where some members of your fam-
ily are here legally, and some are not,
and the notion that your family might
be split apart, mother and father,
brothers and sisters?

How horrific that must be.

They have trusted our government to
uphold its word that we would give
them protections under the DACA pro-
gram. Now, of course, that is all under
a cloud.

We must keep our promises. Living
with this uncertainty is just not right.
It is unfair, it is unjust, and it is not
the American way.

My grandparents immigrated to this
country, and they often faced many of
the same challenges that our Dreamers
live with every day. Our story, there-
fore—a nation of immigrants past and
present—is their story. Their story,
like my family, is the American story.
It is a story of immigrants wanting to
come here to have a better life for
themselves and for their children.

So, therefore, I am unwavering in my
support that we provide them legal sta-
tus. We must let our Dreamers know
that we stand with them and that we
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will not stop fighting for them. A ma-
jority of Americans want legal protec-
tion for Dreamers. Congress must lis-
ten, and Congress must act. Hopefully,
we will do that today.

So, Mr. Speaker, I stand here and say
to my colleagues: Vote ‘“‘yes’ to pass
the American Dream and Promise Act.
It is the moral and right thing to do,
and therefore we must do it now.

————
ARKANSAS FLOODING

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Arkansas (Mr. WESTERMAN) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to discuss the flooding back
in my home State of Arkansas and the
need for prioritized spending and more
Federal investment in waterway infra-
structure.

While national media attention is
largely focused elsewhere, the Arkan-
sas River has swollen to historic levels,
flooding homes and businesses, breach-
ing levees, and devastating farmland.

President Trump issued an emer-
gency declaration last week allowing
FEMA to provide immediate relief to
16 counties most severely affected. This
Federal aid is extremely valuable as
communities work tirelessly to save
businesses and homes.

Arkansas is not alone in experiencing
flooding. Our neighbors in OKklahoma,
Mississippi, Louisiana, and Missouri, as
well as South Dakota, Iowa, and Kan-
sas have all been affected by flooding
this year.

These disasters beg the question:
What can Congress do to prevent future
flooding?

More specifically, how can we im-
prove infrastructure within our States
to reduce the risk of dam and levee
breaches?

As ranking member on the Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure’s Sub-
committee on Water Resources and En-
vironment, I hope to add insight into
that very question.

Waterways tend to be out of sight
and out of mind, but widespread flood-
ing has made navigable rivers impos-
sible to ignore. In Arkansas alone we
have seen an estimated $23 million in
daily economic loss along the Arkansas
River. When barges and boats can no
longer navigate inland waterways, the
entire State and surrounding areas suf-
fer.

Much of the infrastructure along
these rivers was initially installed in
the 1960s and 1970s and is now reaching
the end of its shelf life. A backlog of
maintenance projects compounds the
issues, and we can’t just keep putting
temporary patches on systemic prob-
lems.

For example, I recently cosponsored
bipartisan legislation that would
unlock billions of dollars in already
collected fees to maintain our Nation’s
Federal ports and harbors. In many
cases, we have the money for infra-
structure projects, however, red tape

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

and bureaucracy slow down the process
and prevent necessary work from oc-
curring.

The irony of delaying projects on our
navigable waterways is that these
projects often have tremendous eco-
nomic returns—as high as 10 to 1 and 16
to 1. It makes economic sense and it is
common sense to invest in waterways
and infrastructure.

Unprecedented flooding such as we
are observing should serve as a chance
for us to reexamine infrastructure to
ensure it is updated and capable of pro-
tecting life and property.

No doubt, as flood waters recede in
the coming days, Congress’ attention
will turn elsewhere. But I urge my col-
leagues in both the House and the Sen-
ate to come together, address long-
term projects that have been on the
back burner for years, and keep WRDA
on its 2-year schedule.

We can’t control the weather, but we
can and should do better than accept-
ing as the norm to have outdated and
failing infrastructure, flooded homes,
and washed out farmlands. The Amer-
ican people deserve better than this.

Before I close, I would be remiss if I
didn’t acknowledge and thank the
countless first responders and volun-
teers who have worked around the
clock to fill sandbags, move livestock
to higher ground, transport possessions
from homes at risk of flooding, and res-
cue people trapped in moving flood-
waters.

Governor Hutchinson, the Arkansas
Department of Emergency Manage-
ment, the Arkansas National Guard,
the Corps of Engineers, and many other
State and local officials have led an ef-
ficient and organized response, and
their swift action has certainly saved
lives and property.

Arkansas doesn’t back down when
challenged, and we persevere through
the storms of life. I have heard so
many stories of Arkansans rallying
around one another in their time of
need, and this gives me hope for the
days ahead.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 6 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess.

————
[ 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Ms. JAYAPAL) at noon.

———

PRAYER

Rabbi Lawrence R. Sernovitz,
Nafshenu, Cherry Hill, New Jersey, of-
fered the following prayer:

Dear God, benevolent, compas-
sionate, and gracious; abundant in lov-
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ing kindness and truth; forgiving iniq-
uity, rebellion, and sin, be with us as
we open this session of the United
States House of Representatives. Guide
these courageous individuals to create
holy space where healthy debate is en-
couraged, and the dignity and auton-
omy of human beings is respected and
loved.

Dear God, let us remember that the
world is not complete. We are com-
pleting it. In our brokenness, give us
hope. Let us build the world with love.
May the angels around us open our
hearts, lift our spirits, and give us the
ability to see ourselves in the other. As
our tradition teaches, love the stranger
as yourself.

Dear God, bless these Representa-
tives with enough foolishness to be-
lieve that they can make a difference
in this world, that they can do what
others claim cannot be done, bringing
justice and kindness to our Earth, to
our children, and to humanity. The
whole world is a narrow bridge. The es-
sence is not to be afraid.

And we say together, amen.

————
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. DELGADO. Madam Speaker, pur-
suant to clause 1, rule I, T demand a
vote on agreeing to the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. DELGADO. Madam Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Georgia (Mr.
WOODALL) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. WOODALL led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

WELCOMING RABBI LAWRENCE R.
SERNOVITZ

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentlewoman from Penn-
sylvania (Ms. DEAN) is recognized for 1
minute.

There was no objection.

Ms. DEAN. Madam Speaker, I am de-
lighted to welcome to this Chamber my



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-09T07:54:16-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




