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I learned a lesson about public opin-
ion. Public opinion can be in one place
today and in an entirely different place
tomorrow.

We should do what we believe is the
right thing based upon what our con-
science dictates. That is what I do.

I assure you, this is a question of
conscience for me, and I am going to
follow my conscience, and I will have
done the right thing.

Dr. King said there are times when
you have to do that which is neither
safe, nor politic, nor popular. You do it
because it is right.

I am going to do the right thing be-
cause conscience dictates that this is
the right thing to do.

Madam Speaker, 34 days the Presi-
dent, the administration, is above the
law—34 days.

But there is one other thing. There
are some things that are indelible,
some things that you can’t get out of
your mind, some things that you just
can’t reconcile within yourself.

This baby—and we have all seen this
picture, or a good many of us have—
crying, being separated from a parent—
babies—at the border. I don’t know the
people. I know that they are part of the
same race that I am a part of, the
human race. I know that I have a kin-
ship and a relationship with them.

For our executive office to promul-
gate a policy, produce a policy that
separates babies from their parents and
not have a means by which they can be
reunited is sinful.

Babies separated from their parents
and no means of reuniting them in
place at the time you make this sepa-
ration?
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This is indelible in my mind. There
are many other things to think about,
but this I think about a lot, how we
have treated people who are coming to
this country who mean us no harm but
who are trying to escape harm’s way. 1
cannot divorce myself from it.

I don’t know them. I just know that
they are human beings.

I know that there is a crisis at the
border. I think we have to deal with it.
I want to deal with the border crisis.
But I don’t think separating children
from their parents, as we have done it,
is a part of the solution.

I think that persons who would do
this are victims. Those Border Patrol
officers are victims themselves for
what they have to do. Many of them,
they don’t want to do some of the
things that they are being forced to do.
They, too, are victims.

But it started at the top. It started
at the top with a belief that somehow
this would deter people from coming,
people who are fleeing harm’s way.

I only say to people as it relates to
me. I say to myself, but for the grace of
God, I could be one of these people. I
was just fortunate enough to be born in
this country, in a country where there
are great opportunities. But for the
grace of God, it could be me.
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Why would I treat someone with this
level of indignity? But for the grace of
God, it could be me.

I refuse to let this go. I believe that
this, too, is a part of the overall ration-
ale for impeachment.

Madam Speaker, this is our watch.
This is the watch that has been af-
forded us. To every woman and man, a
watch is given, and this is our watch.

We can do as best we can to reconcile
in our minds that this is okay, that it
is all right. But in our hearts, we can’t
reconcile it. The mind can reconcile it,
but the heart cannot.

My heart won’t let this be reconciled.
In my mind, it is indelible.

I say that, on my watch, I want the
RECORD to show that I took a stand.
Even when I had to stand alone, I took
a stand. It is better to stand alone than
not stand at all.

But there are others who are stand-
ing, and I believe there will be many
more, one of whom happens to be on
the opposite side of the aisle. I thank
him for having courage.

I know what is going to happen. He is
going to be ridiculed, but don’t let that
become the final word. When the pages
of history are properly written, he will
be vindicated. He will be vindicated. I
assure him, my dear brother, he will be
vindicated.

I don’t know him. I have never en-
couraged him to do anything. Nobody
can say that he and I have any kind of
friendship, really, other than I believe
that all of us have collegiality and that
we ought to be friendly with each
other.

But he is going to be vindicated. Stay
strong. People are going to say ugly
things. He may even get threats. But
stay strong, because he is on the right
side of history.

More importantly, he is on the right
side of righteousness. The right side of
righteousness, what a great place to be.

Don’t let the head convince you that
the heart is wrong. The heart speaks to
the soul, to your very being. The head
speaks to those who would listen to
you. Let your heart speak to you.

Madam Speaker, I pray that we, in
this House, will do that which the Con-
stitution and the Framers of the Con-
stitution have given us the opportunity
to do in a time such as this with a
President such as Trump.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President.

ADDRESSING THE IMMIGRATION
CRISIS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2019, the gentleman from Wis-
consin (Mr. GROTHMAN) is recognized
for 60 minutes as the designee of the
minority leader.

Mr. GROTHMAN. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to address what I think is

May 21, 2019

the most pressing issue in America

right now. But prior to addressing it, I

yield to the gentlewoman from North

Carolina (Ms. FOXX).

CONGRATULATING SAMARITAN’S PURSE ON NEW
MINISTRY CENTER IN NORTH WILKESBORO,
NORTH CAROLINA
Ms. FOXX of North Carolina. Madam

Speaker, I rise to congratulate Samari-

tan’s Purse, an international Christian

relief organization headquartered in

Boone, North Carolina, on its expan-

sion in North Wilkesboro.

This inspiring organization has been
providing spiritual and physical aid to
impoverished victims of war, disease,
famine, and natural disaster since 1970.

The new North Wilkesboro Ministry
Center will serve as a lifeline to remote
missions in developing countries. It
will house inventory from World Med-
ical Mission, including lifesaving med-
ical supplies and an emergency field
hospital.

This expansion and the wide-reaching
vision of Samaritan’s Purse would not
be possible without the hardworking
and dedicated staff behind it. These
great humanitarians are an honor to
represent, and I know that they are
wonderful ambassadors of North Caro-
lina’s Fifth District around the world.
CONGRATULATING NORTH WILKES AND WEST

WILKES MIDDLE SCHOOLS ON LIGHTHOUSE CER-

TIFICATION

Ms. FOXX of North Carolina. Madam
Speaker, I rise to recognize North
Wilkes Middle School and West Wilkes
Middle $School in North Carolina’s
Fifth District on their recent achieve-
ment of Lighthouse certification for
implementing the Leader in Me pro-
gram. Lighthouse certification is the
highest recognition awarded by the
FranklinCovey institute, and these are
the first schools to receive this distinc-
tion in our State.

I commend the schools’ administra-
tion, staff, and students for embracing
new paradigms of leadership and under-
taking the comprehensive school im-
provement model put forth by the
Leadership in Me program. The pro-
gram aims to provide a holistic edu-
cation that encompasses leadership, a
culture of student empowerment, and
academic achievement.

Congratulations to North Wilkes
Middle School and West Wilkes Middle
School for their demonstrated success.
The high-achieving students are evi-
dence of how effectively local leaders
in Wilkes County foster positive re-
sults with innovation in education.

Mr. GROTHMAN. Madam Speaker,
prior to addressing the immigration
crisis, which is the biggest problem, I
think, facing America today, after
hearing a rather lengthy speech before
mine, I was analyzing the well here and
noticing the flag of the United States
of America behind me. As I am looking
at that flag, I couldn’t help but think
about the Pledge of Allegiance.

The Pledge of Allegiance begins: ‘I
pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the
Republic for which it stands.”
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I pondered why that Pledge of Alle-
giance refers to this country as a re-
public instead of a democracy of which
it stands. I think it would be a good
thing for the other Congressmen up
here to think about that as well.

There have been several versions of
the Pledge of Allegiance. In each one of
the versions, while there are changes
made, it refers to our country as a re-
public instead of a democracy. We
should wonder why that is, and I think
every Congressman should read up on
the difference.

Now, the reason I am here today is to
discuss what I think is the biggest
problem in the United States of Amer-
ica, the one thing we have to deal with
in the immediate future and something
that I believe does not grab the atten-
tion of Congress the way it should, and
that is the immigration crisis.

One more time, another month will
go by, and another 100,000 people will
enter this country not at the des-
ignated points of entry. We believe an-
other 10,000 people will enter at the
points of entry and claim asylum,
whether they actually need asylum or
not.

No country can afford to have over
100,000 people pour into that country
month after month after month with-
out being appropriately vetted, step-
ping in line ahead of the people who are
doing what is appropriate to become a
citizen of the United States or appro-
priate to get a work visa in the United
States.

Ultimately, this will destroy our
country, and it is something that this
Congress should be dealing with imme-
diately.

I think it is a little embarrassing,
hearing all the other speeches up here
and no speeches about the immigration
crisis.

I want to point out, neither I nor
President Trump wants to reduce the
700,000 people who are sworn in as citi-
zens in this country every year, neither
do we want to deal with the 4 million
work permits that people in this coun-
try already have. Neither are they
overly concerned that we, right now,
have the highest number of foreign-
born people in this country as a per-
centage of our total population since
World War 1.

Now, what are we going to do about
this crisis? Because, obviously, be it
culturally, be it fiscally, we cannot
allow this to go on any further.

The first thing I think President
Trump should do is end birthright citi-
zenship. To say that if you come here,
and particularly given that we allow
entire families to stay once somebody
is a citizen, to continue to allow the
situation to happen in which, if you
come here, whether you come in not at
a designated point of entry, whether
you come here flying in on a jet plane,
in the United States of America, a
newly born child becomes a citizen.

We and Canada are the only two
countries of the 40 wealthiest countries
in the world per capita that allow this
birthright citizenship to continue.
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I know President Trump understands
this problem very well. He understands
very well, as some Members of Con-
gress do not, that the amendment to
the Constitution that talks about peo-
ple being born in this country becom-
ing citizens was meant to deal with
slavery, not meant to deal with any-
body who comes here.

I strongly urge President Trump to
step up and do something that he
talked about doing during his cam-
paign, and that is ending birthright
citizenship.

In addition to the fact that it is
wrong on its face, as long as you have
birthright citizenship, it encourages
people to come here, even illegally,
knowing that if they have a child here,
it will create a situation in which there
is a good chance the rest of the family
will follow.

The next thing I think we can do is
put immigration judges on the border.
Right now, people are showing up, and
they are asking for asylum. They are
given a court date 5 years down the
line.

Well, who knows whether they will
be around in 5 years. They probably
will not show up for the court date at
that time.

I strongly encourage President
Trump to put judges on the border so
we can immediately judge whether
these people are entitled to asylum or
not.

The next thing, along the same lines,
I strongly encourage the Border Patrol
to be trained to judge credible fear.
Again, we believe that there are people
coming from other countries who claim
they have a credible fear who do not
meet that standard as far as coming to
the United States. We know that peo-
ple are being coached as to what to say
to come into this country. By training
our Border Patrol to deal with these
issues, we will not have so many people
coming into the country illegally.

The next thing I strongly think that
President Trump should do is he should
have ICE round up the million people
who already have orders to be de-
ported. This should be a relatively sim-
ple matter. By deporting some people,
it sends the message to people in other
countries that the United States will
take our immigration laws seriously.

Today, to a certain extent, because
far too many politicians are encour-
aging things like sanctuary cities, get-
ting rid of ICE, talking about giving
public benefits to people who are here
illegally, it is not surprising that peo-
ple in other countries are getting the
message that the United States does
not treat its immigration laws seri-
ously.

The next thing I think we ought to
do is I hope President Trump expedites
the rule in the Department of Home-
land Security dealing with allowing for
removal of people who are taking ad-
vantage of public assistance.

O 1900

Obviously, the United States cannot
become the welfare magnet for the en-
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tire Western Hemisphere. Everybody
knows that, while it is frequently ille-
gal, many people who are here illegally
are taking advantage of public assist-
ance, and we should expedite the legal
ability to remove these people.

I would like to take a pause here to
congratulate Secretary Ben Carson for
removing illegals from public housing.

I will point out something a lot of
people don’t know. Frequently, under
Section 8 or, even more, under section
42, the housing assistance they get
from the government gives people
housing that is superior to what many
of the working people get. It is even
more ridiculous when people who are
here illegally get housing superior to
what many of the native-born people in
this country who rent are receiving.

So I would like to thank Secretary
Carson for having the ability to step up
and begin to take a stand on the idea
that, if you come here illegally, you
should get free or reduced housing.

The next thing I would like to see
this House take up is sanctuary cities.
I have introduced H.R. 516, which takes
away grants from State and local units
of government that become sanctuary
cities.

There are a variety of problems with
sanctuary cities. First of all, it encour-
ages people to go to those cities to get
some sort of welfare benefit.

Secondly, whenever a mayor or a
Governor wants to declare their city or
State a sanctuary city, it sends the
message that the United States is not
going to enforce its immigration laws.
As long as that message is out here,
people will continue to flow into our
country, and it will eventually be the
end of the United States.

The next thing I want this body to do
is pass H.R. 848, another bill of mine.
The purpose of that bill is to increase
the verification for compliance on any
welfare benefits which people who are
not in this country could be receiving.
We are also saying that anybody who is
not a citizen of this country should not
receive any public assistance, which
should be common sense.

If you are coming here for an oppor-
tunity and you are not able to find a
job, even if you are coming here le-
gally, the answer is not to have the
American taxpayer who is already $23
trillion in debt pick up the tab. The an-
swer is, if you cannot find opportunity
in this country, return to your country
of origin.

I hope this body, which is spending so
much time dealing with less important
issues, takes up this bill in the near fu-
ture.

Finally, I ask President Trump to
continue to work towards the wall. I
ask this Congress, as we move appro-
priation bills out, to make sure that
wall is funded.

I have been down on the border. I did
not find any Border Patrol agents who
were embarrassed to do their job or
didn’t want to do their job. The Border
Patrol agents that I talked to on the
Arizona-Mexico border felt we des-
perately needed a wall. They realize



H4060

that walls work in other countries, and
they realize that in the long- or even in
the short-term, walls would save us a
lot of money.

Right now, different estimates vary
between $560 billion, $100 billion a year
is lost because of illegal immigration.
Given the cost of a wall would be under
$10 billion, it would be a big cost sav-
ings. And for a country that is $23 tril-
lion in debt, we need big cost savings.

In any event, those are suggestions of
some of the things we can do to deal
with this crisis.

Think about it: 100,000 people coming
here every month, people unvetted,
people who may wind up on welfare,
people who may wind up having a
criminal record, and all coming here
skipping ahead in line of those people
who have sometimes waited 5 or 10
years to come here legally, which is in-
credibly unfair to them.

In any event, I hope Congress begins
to act on these measures. I encourage
President Trump to make border en-
forcement his number one priority over
the next couple months, because we
can see it. It is very difficult to remove
any of these people once they come to
this country.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE CENTENNIAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2019, the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. HILL) is recognized for the
remainder of the hour as the designee
of the minority leader.

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute to
the historic vote taken exactly 100
years ago when this body passed the
19th Amendment, giving women the
right to vote.

The most powerful tool we have is to
share our voice, cast our ballot, and ex-
ercise our right to vote. This momen-
tous vote finally allowed women to use
that tool and forever have a voice in
the future of our beloved Nation.

Adolphine Fletcher Terry, a civic-
minded woman from a prominent Lit-
tle Rock family in the late 1800s and
early 20th century, served her State
and her country tirelessly to promote
the education of women and women’s
rights. Terry marched for voting rights
for women during the ratification proc-
ess in 1920, saying: ‘“To me, the vote
represents more than just saying how a
person feels about an issue or a can-
didate. It represents human dignity
and the fact that a citizen can express
his or her opinion on any subject with-
out fear of reprisal. That, I think, is
what real human dignity consists of.”

In advance of the final State’s ratifi-
cation vote in Tennessee, both suffra-
gists and antisuffragists began wearing
roses to identify their respective sides.
Those favoring women’s voting rights
wore yellow roses; those against wore
red roses. I proudly, today, have worn a
yellow rose on my lapel throughout to-
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day’s activities to show my support of
women’s right to vote.

What a thrill it is and a proud thing
to say, thank you, Madam Speaker, for
your service.

FENTANYL SANCTIONS

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Madam
Speaker, across Arkansas, heartbroken
families have told me of their stories
about the opioid crisis and how it has
claimed the lives of their loved ones.
We can’t allow more families to be de-
stroyed by this truly national night-
mare that is Kkilling more than 130
Americans every day.

Furthermore, the Centers for Disease
Control reported that fentanyl is now
considered the number one U.S. opioid
killer in 2018. Targeting the source of
the world’s largest producers and dis-
tributors of fentanyl will begin to stop
the flow of these drugs coming across
our borders and onto our streets.

Madam Speaker, in just one Sweet’N
Low packet, about a gram, an equal
amount of this as fentanyl has the
power to Kkill 500 of our citizens. That is
why I am pleased to support the bipar-
tisan legislation that I recently helped
introduce, H.R. 2483, the Fentanyl
Sanctions Act. This takes the nec-
essary steps to target the bad actors
responsible for illegally trafficking
fentanyl into the United States.

I applaud my colleagues MAX ROSE of
New York, ANTHONY BRINDISI of New
York, and BRIAN FITZPATRICK of Penn-
sylvania for their support in intro-
ducing H.R. 2483.

This legislation is the first ever
fentanyl sanctions effort by the House
of Representatives. It will apply pres-
sure on the Chinese Government to
honor their commitment to make all
fentanyl illegal in China. This bill will
also provide the United States with
more tools and resources to go after il-
licit traffickers in China, Mexico, and
other countries.

H.R. 2483 has support from both par-
ties and both Chambers, and we need to
act now in order to get this done. We
cannot wait any longer.

ASSOCIATION OF MILITARY BANKS OF AMERICA
60TH ANNIVERSARY

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Madam
Speaker, today I rise to congratulate
the 60th anniversary of the Association
of Military Banks of America.

Just as they did back in 1959, mili-
tary banks today consider themselves
privileged to provide financial services,
support, and education to the military
and veteran communities across this
country.

I am particularly proud that First
Arkansas Bank and Trust, which serves
our airmen and -women at Little Rock
Air Force Base, is one of these military
banks.

On base, financial institutions have
proven to be the single best sources of
financial education and support avail-
able to our troops. They ease financial
burdens and stress faced by our troops
and their families so that they can
focus on their mission of protecting
our great Nation.
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Congratulations on 60 years of serv-
ing the financial needs of our Nation’s
heroes.

COURT SECURITY OFFICER OF THE YEAR, JIMMY
HOWINGTON

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to recognize the
life of a security officer who continues
to have an indelible impact on my
State of Arkansas, Mr. Jimmy
Howington, who this year was the
Court Security Officer of the Year.

Jimmy is one of 33 court security of-
ficers in Arkansas and serves under the
jurisdiction of the Eighth U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals.

He was chosen for the award from
roughly 600 court security officers
working in 30 courthouses in the seven
States within the Eighth Circuit’s ju-
risdiction.

Jimmy was recommended for this
honor for noticing and investigating
two suspicious situations on court-
house property during a period of sev-
eral bomb threats at Little Rock’s
Richard Sheppard Arnold U.S. Court-
house, where he has worked since 2016.

A former state trooper and sergeant
major in the United States Marine
Corps Reserve, Jimmy’s life of service
makes him well deserving of this
award.

I would like to extend a hand of grat-
itude and congratulations to him for
his selfless service to Arkansas and our
Nation.

BRIGADIER GENERAL PAUL ROWLETT

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to honor the ac-
complishments and to congratulate
Brigadier General Paul Rowlett, who
recently was promoted to brigadier
general of the Arkansas Air National
Guard.

Rowlett is a native of Salem, Arkan-
sas, and as a brigadier general will
serve as the chief of staff for the Ar-
kansas Air National Guard.

He joined the military in 1988 and is
currently an intelligence officer with
the National Guard and works with re-
mote-piloted aircraft. His duties in-
clude strategic planning on current and
future missions.

Rowlett has been assigned to Active-
Duty positions throughout his career,
including locations such as Guanta-
namo Bay, and recently he has been as-
signed to Little Rock Air Force Base
for the majority of the time since 2001.
He has become one of only three gen-
eral officers in Arkansas.

My congratulations and best wishes
for Brigadier General Rowlett and his
bright future defending our beloved Na-
tion.

NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE SYSTEM EMPLOYEE
OF THE YEAR

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to recognize Eric
Johnson of the Central Arkansas Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge Complex for
being named the National Wildlife Ref-
uge System Employee of the Year by
the National Wildlife Refuge Associa-
tion.
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