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When we had the impact of Hurricane
Harvey, one of the hardest hit groups
were small businesses. We carved out
dollars to help small businesses by
grants and not loans because that is
the economic engine of this Nation.

With respect to veterans, they are
very creative. They see solutions where
there are problems. To have an office
that would focus on their vocational
rehabilitation, employment, and giving
them educational assistance, that is
also very important.

I have gone to my college campuses
and met many, many, many veterans
who are using some of the dollars that
this House provided for them back dur-
ing the first time Speaker PELOSI was
Speaker, when we voted on major ref-
ormation of the process of giving dol-
lars to veterans for their educational
assistance, a great bill dealing with
Iraq and Afghanistan veterans that has
helped them a lot.

I see the impact that getting a home
has on veterans as well, and I have
been involved in projects where organi-
zations are in the business of donating
homes to disabled vets. What a dif-
ference it makes in their lives.

Madam Speaker, I applaud the au-
thor of this legislation and the Vet-
erans’ Affairs Committee as well be-
cause you are now looking holistically
at these veterans and giving them a
hand up, as they want, and not a hand-
out.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentlewoman has expired.

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I
yield the gentlewoman an additional 30
seconds.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker,
I thank the gentleman for his cour-
tesies.

Madam Speaker, I rise to support
this bill, H.R. 2045, because, as I have
said, whether it is a homeless vet,
whether it is a vet who has been a vet-
eran for a long period of time or those
in the recent conflicts or those coming
home today, this is a package that
they need.

This is what Members of Congress try
to help them with, in their offices. If
we knew that we had an office in the
Veterans Affairs Department that
deals with education, vocational reha-
bilitation, and small business, and it is
a one-stop shop, I think that our vet-
erans will appreciate that very much.

Madam Speaker, I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding, and I ask my col-
leagues to support H.R. 2045.

Mr. DAVID P. ROE of Tennessee.
Madam Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to
the gentleman from  Ohio (Mr.
WENSTRUP), my good friend, a Con-
gressman, doctor, colonel, Iraq war
veteran, and in the previous Congress,
chair of the Health Subcommittee on
the Veterans Affairs’ Committee, and
currently a member of the House Com-
mittee on Armed Services and the
House Select Committee on Intel-
ligence.

Mr. WENSTRUP. Madam Speaker, 1
thank Dr. ROE for yielding. I appre-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

ciate his leadership on the Veterans Af-
fairs’ Committee for the many years
that he has been here and has always
been a leader.

As an Iraq war vet and an Army re-
servist, I know how important it is to
help our warfighters succeed in their
transition from Active Duty to civilian
life. We should prepare our warfighters
for success outside the military from
the day they take their oath of enlist-
ment to the day they begin their civil-
ian careers. I think we have ignored
this for too long.

Leaving the military with a plan and
a purpose is key to the long-term well-
being of all of our servicemembers.

I know when I came back from Iraq
as a reservist, they said, ‘“You have 90
days before you have to go back to
work.” I said, “I am going next week.
What am I going to do, sit around my
house and just look at the walls?”’

You go from having a job in the mili-
tary, where you have a purpose and a
meaning, and it is important that when
you get out that you have the same.
That makes the transition and your
life that much better.

Economic opportunity and transition
programs are critical support for vet-
erans when they complete their serv-
ice. The current structure of the VA al-
lows economic opportunity and transi-
tion programs for our veterans to fall
by the wayside. These programs should
be treated with the same importance as
health, compensation, and other bene-
fits.

The Veterans’ Education, Transition,
and Opportunity Prioritization Plan
Act, known as the VET OPP Act,
aligns transition, education, and em-
ployment programs in a fourth admin-
istration within the VA. This ensures
that these opportunity-focused pro-
grams get the high priority they de-
serve and the oversight they need to
better serve our veterans.

The VET OPP Act would streamline
services and help the VA empower vet-
erans and set them on a path to a suc-
cessful civilian life.

Mr. DAVID P. ROE of Tennessee.
Madam Speaker, I yield myself as
much time as I may consume. I have no
further speakers, and I am prepared to
close.

Madam Speaker, I strongly encour-
age my colleagues to support this bill.
When I first got here to Congress in
2009, the Veterans Benefit Administra-
tion had 1 million backlogged dis-
ability claims. It is hard to focus on
something else when you have that
much on your plate.

I think we have recognized that over
the last several years, and I commend
Dr. Wenstrup and others for bringing
this up.

Madam Speaker, I strongly encour-
age all Members to support this, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself as much time as I might
consume.

Madam Speaker, if anyone thinks
that business as usual is working at
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the VA, I would only ask you to look at
the implementation of the Forever GI
Bill. My good friend the ranking mem-
ber knows that there were definite
issues with the implementation. It did
not go well. We are still months away
from implementation, which should
have happened last year.

When the IG and others evaluated
what went wrong, one thing was very
clear: There was no accountable leader.

That is what happens when programs
are buried in layers of bureaucracy,
and that is why I urge my colleagues to
join me in passing H.R. 2045, as amend-
ed, the VET OPP Act, which will estab-
lish an accountable leader at VA for all
of those programs that we have under
the purview of our Economic Oppor-
tunity Subcommittee.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
TAKANO) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2045, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

The title of the bill was amended so
as to read: ‘A bill to amend title 38,
United States Code, to establish in the
Department the Veterans Economic
Opportunity and Transition Adminis-
tration, and for other purposes.”.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

EXEMPTING CERTAIN TRANSFERS
OF FUNDS TO DEPARTMENT OF
VETERANS AFFAIRS FROM CER-
TAIN PROVISIONS OF THE ECON-
OMY ACT

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 1947) to amend title 38,
United States Code, to exempt trans-
fers of funds from Federal agencies to
the Department of Veterans Affairs for
nonprofit  corporations established
under subchapter IV of chapter 73 of
such title from certain provisions of
the Economy Act, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1947

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. EXEMPTION OF CERTAIN TRANS-

FERS.

Section 7364(b)(1) of title 38, United States
Code, is amended by adding at the end the
following new sentence: ‘‘Any amounts so
transferred after September 30, 2016, shall be
available without regard to fiscal year limi-
tations, notwithstanding section 1535(d) of
title 31.”.

SEC. 2. IMPROVEMENTS TO ASSISTANCE FOR
CERTAIN FLIGHT TRAINING AND
OTHER PROGRAMS OF EDUCATION.

(a) USE OF ENTITLEMENT FOR PRIVATE
P1LoT’S LICENSES.—Section 3034(d) of title 38,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1) by striking the semi-
colon and inserting the following: ‘‘and is re-
quired for the course of education being pur-
sued (including with respect to a dual major,
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concentration, or other element of a degree);
and’’;

(2) by striking paragraph (2); and

(3) by redesignating paragraph (3) as para-
graph (2).

(b) ACCELERATED PAYMENTS FOR FLIGHT
TRAINING.—Section 3313 of such title is
amended by adding at the end the following
new subsection:

(1) ACCELERATED PAYMENTS FOR CERTAIN
FLIGHT TRAINING.—

‘(1) PAYMENTS.—An individual enrolled in
a program of education pursued at a voca-
tional school or institution of higher learn-
ing in which flight training is required to
earn the degree being pursued (including
with respect to a dual major, concentration,
or other element of such a degree) may elect
to receive accelerated payments of amounts
for tuition and fees determined under sub-
section (c¢). The amount of each accelerated
payment shall be an amount equal to twice
the amount for tuition and fee so determined
under such subsection, but the total amount
of such payments may not exceed the total
amount of tuition and fees for the program
of education. The amount of monthly sti-
pends shall be determined in accordance
with such subsection (¢) and may not be ac-
celerated under this paragraph.

‘“(2) EDUCATIONAL COUNSELING.—An indi-
vidual may make an election under para-
graph (1) only if the individual receives edu-
cational counseling under section 3697A(a) of
this title.

‘(3) CHARGE AGAINST ENTITLEMENT.—The
number of months of entitlement charged an
individual for accelerated payments made
pursuant to paragraph (1) shall be deter-
mined at the rate of two months for each
month in which such an accelerated payment
is made.”.

(¢) FLIGHT TRAINING AT PUBLIC INSTITU-
TIONS.—Subsection (¢)(1)(A) of such section
3313 is amended—

(1) in clause (i)—

(A) by redesignating subclauses (I) and (II)
as items (aa) and (bb), respectively;

(B) by striking ‘‘In the case of a program of
education pursued at a public institution of
higher learning’ and inserting ‘‘(I) Subject
to subclause (II), in the case of a program of
education pursued at a public institution of
higher learning not described in clause
ADHAID)(bb)’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following new
subclause:

‘“(IT) In determining the actual net cost for
in-State tuition and fees pursuant to sub-
clause (I), the Secretary may not pay for tui-
tion and fees relating to flight training.”’;
and

(2) in clause (ii)—

(A) in subclause (I), by redesignating items
(aa) and (bb) as subitems (AA) and (BB), re-
spectively;

(B) in subclause (II), by redesignating
items (aa) and (bb) as subitems (AA) and
(BB), respectively;

(C) by redesignating subclauses (I) and (II)
as items (aa) and (bb), respectively;

(D) by striking ‘““In the case of a program
of education pursued at a non-public or for-
eign institution of higher learning’’ and in-
serting ““(I) In the case of a program of edu-
cation described in subclause (II)’; and

(E) by adding at the end the following new
subclause:

““(IT) A program of education described in
this subclause is any of the following:

‘‘(aa) A program of education pursued at a
non-public or foreign institution of higher
learning.

““(bb) A program of education pursued at a
public institution of higher learning in
which flight training is required to earn the
degree being pursued (including with respect
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to a dual major, concentration, or other ele-
ment of such a degree).”’.

(d) CERTAIN PROGRAMS OF EDUCATION CAR-
RIED ouT UNDER CONTRACT.—Section
3313(c)(1)(A)({1)AI) of title 38, United States
Code, as added by subsection (¢c)(2)(E), is
amended by adding at the end the following
new item:

‘“(cc) A program of education pursued at a
public institution of higher learning in
which the public institution of higher learn-
ing enters into a contract or agreement with
an entity (other than another public institu-
tion of higher learning) to provide such pro-
gram of education or a portion of such pro-
gram of education.”.

(e) APPLICATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided by
paragraph (2), the amendments made by this
section shall apply with respect to a quarter,
semester, or term, as applicable, com-
mencing on or after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

(2) SPECIAL RULE FOR CURRENT STUDENTS.—
In the case of an individual who, as of the
date of the enactment of this Act, is using
educational assistance under chapter 33 of
title 38, United States Code, to pursue a
course of education that includes a program
of education described in item (bb) or (cc) of
section 3313(c)(1)(A)@Ai)(II) of title 38, United
States Code, as added by subsections (¢) and
(d), respectively, the amendment made by
such subsection shall apply with respect to a
quarter, semester, or term, as applicable,
commencing on or after the date that is two
years after the date of the enactment of this
Act.

SEC. 3. PROVISION OF INSCRIPTIONS FOR
SPOUSES AND CHILDREN ON CER-
TAIN HEADSTONES AND MARKERS
FURNISHED BY THE SECRETARY OF
VETERANS AFFAIRS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 2306 of title 38,
United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end the following new subsection:

‘“(3)(1) In addition to any other authority
under this section, in the case of an indi-
vidual whose grave is not in a covered ceme-
tery (as that term is defined in subsection
(£)(2)) and for whom the Secretary has fur-
nished a headstone or marker under sub-
section (a) or (d), the Secretary, if feasible
and upon request, may replace the headstone
or marker to add an inscription for the sur-
viving spouse or eligible dependent child of
such individual following the death of the
surviving spouse or eligible dependent child.

“(2) If the spouse or eligible dependent
child of an individual referred to in para-
graph (1) predeceases the individual, the Sec-
retary may, if feasible and upon request, in-
clude an inscription for the spouse or de-
pendent child on the headstone or marker
furnished for the individual under subsection
(a) or (d).”.

(b) APPLICATION.—Subsection (j) of section
2306 of title 38, United States Code, as added
by subsection (a), shall apply with respect to
an individual who dies on or after October 1,
2019.

SEC. 4. DETERMINATION
FECTS.

The budgetary effects of this Act, for the
purpose of complying with the Statutory
Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010, shall be deter-
mined by reference to the latest statement
titled ‘‘Budgetary Effects of PAYGO Legisla-
tion” for this Act, submitted for printing in
the Congressional Record by the Chairman of
the House Budget Committee, provided that
such statement has been submitted prior to
the vote on passage.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. TAKANO) and the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. DAVID P.
ROE) each will control 20 minutes.
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The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 1947,
as amended.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

PERMISSION FOR COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AF-
FAIRS TO FILE SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT ON
H.R. 1947
Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I ask

unanimous consent that the Com-

mittee on Veterans’ Affairs be author-
ized to file a supplemental report on
the bill, H.R. 1947, as amended.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, this comprehensive
legislation addresses funding for VA re-
search and gives the VA authority to
work with grieving families to memori-
alize their loved ones. It also closes a
loophole that has allowed contracted
flight schools to charge public schools
unlimited tuition and fees to train vet-
erans using the GI Bill.

The first section of the measure ad-
dresses VA research. VA’s Office of Re-
search and Development improves the
lives of veterans, contributes to the na-
tional public health, and develops life-
saving biomedical breakthroughs that
change the world.

In its 90-year history, the VA’s med-
ical and prosthetic research has pro-
duced some of the world’s greatest ad-
vances. The VA developed the pace-
maker in 1960 and the shingles vaccine
in 2005. It created an effective smoking
cessation program and increased life
expectancy for people with spinal cord

injuries.
VA researchers were responsible for
beginning the first international

antiretroviral drug therapy trial to
find the optimal treatment for patients
with AIDS, for whom all therapy had
failed.

These research efforts usually aren’t
performed alone. They are often in col-
laboration with mnonprofits, univer-
sities, other Federal agencies, and
international bodies.

When research is funded from non-VA
grants, it is managed by a for-profit
corporation, otherwise known as an
NPC, established at a VA Medical Cen-
ter, which allows flexible research
funding.

Last year, the VA’s Office of General
Counsel uncovered an appropriations
law limitation that prevents funding
transfers to these nonprofit research
corporations for longer than 1 fiscal
year. This has negatively affected sev-
eral ongoing multiyear projects across
the country.
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Dr. ROE’s legislation, H.R. 1947, as
amended, would provide explicit au-
thority for NPCs to administer re-
search funding without regard to fiscal
year limitations.

To ensure this legislation does not
raise spending, section 2 addresses a
loophole in GI Bill flight school bene-
fits.

This loophole had been exploited by
flight schools that had contracted with
public institutions of higher learning
to offer flight-related degrees. In some
cases, bad actors were exploiting GI
benefits that resulted in the VA paying
out over $500,000 in tuition and flight
payments to one student.

H.R. 1947 fixes this loophole by
marrying the cap on tuition at private
institutions with a cap on flight school
tuition at public institutions.

In addition, to ensure that the fewest
possible students are impacted, the leg-
islation also includes a provision to
allow flight school students to accel-
erate their GI Bill benefits. This will
allow them to be better used for flight
school, which is regularly more expen-
sive but takes fewer months to com-
plete.

Finally, section 3 of H.R. 1947, as
amended, authorizes VA to replace a
veteran’s headstone or marker in a pri-
vate cemetery so that an inscription
may be added to remember a deceased
spouse or a child following their
deaths.

Madam Speaker, I thank Representa-
tive LAMALFA for introducing the
original legislation and Ranking Mem-
ber ROE for offering the legislation as
an amendment during markup.

This bill is another example of our
committee working on a bipartisan
basis to get it right for all veterans.

This legislation allows veterans to
memorialize their loved ones in the
way they want and where they want.
Every veteran deserves to know that
their wish to be remembered in per-
petuity alongside spouses and their
children will be granted. The same is
true for surviving spouses and children
who want reassurance that they, too,
will be memorialized with their vet-
eran spouse or parent.

Madam Speaker, I thank Dr. ROE for
his tireless efforts to care for veterans,
and I commend him on this bill. T look
forward to joining him in voting ‘‘yes”’
on this legislation.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. DAVID P. ROE of Tennessee.
Madam Speaker, I yield myself as
much time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of my bill, H.R. 1947, as amended.

This bill would address a limitation
in current law that prevents funding
from being transferred to the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs nonprofit re-
search and education corporations, or
NPCs, for longer than 1 fiscal year.

O 1730

NPCs were established by Congress in
the late 1980s to provide a flexible fund-
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ing mechanism to support research.
Collectively, they have contributed
more than $2 billion to VA research
projects over the last decade.

However, last year, VA’s Office of the
General Counsel uncovered a legal lim-
itation that prevents funding from
being transferred to the NPCs for
longer than 1 fiscal year. This upturned
yvears of practice by the NPCs and
threatened a number of ongoing re-
search projects across the country that
could benefit veterans and all Ameri-
cans.

Madam Speaker, I have been involved
in a number of research projects over
the years, and they just don’t go for 365
days. Many of them go for years and
years. This bill would correct that lim-
itation and preserve the ability of the
NPCs to support important multiyear
research projects.

Additionally, H.R. 1947, as amended,
includes a provision from Representa-
tive LAMALFA’s bill, H.R. 1126, the Hon-
oring Veterans’ Families Act.

Currently, VA is authorized to add a
memorial inscription for a veteran’s
deceased spouse or eligible dependent
child to a VA-furnished marker, but
only if they are buried in a national
cemetery or a State or Tribal veterans
cemetery. Unfortunately, VA cannot
provide this benefit to veterans and
their families if they are buried else-
where, such as a private or local ceme-
tery. H.R. 1947, as amended, would ad-
dress this problem by allowing VA to
memorialize a veteran’s deceased
spouse or certain children on the vet-
eran’s marker, regardless of where they
choose to be laid to rest.

The cost of this bill will be paid for
by closing a loophole in GI Bill rules
related to flight schools by capping the
total tuition and fees that can be used
at a public school for flight training at
the current private school cap of $23,671
per year. The bill would authorize a 2-
year grandfather clause so that no cur-
rent students are impacted by this
change.

It also includes provisions that would
make it easier for students to attend
flight training by removing the prohi-
bition against GI Bill funds paying for
a private pilot’s license and giving stu-
dents the option to accelerate their GI
Bill benefits to pay for the increased
cost associated with flight training.

These changes to flight training for
the GI Bill have had wide bipartisan
and veteran service organization sup-
port in the past, and I am pleased that
they are included in this bill.

I encourage all Members to support
H.R. 1947, as amended.

I thank the chairman for his kind
comments and support of this bill.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I
have no further speakers, and I am pre-
pared to close.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. DAVID P. ROE of Tennessee.
Madam Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to
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the gentleman from California (Mr.
LAMALFA), my good friend and an au-
thor of one part of this bill.

Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker, I
thank Ranking Member ROE and Chair-
man TAKANO for including my legisla-
tion, H.R. 1126, within H.R. 1947. It is
greatly appreciated. This is an over-
sight that was pointed out by northern
California veterans to me a while back,
the choice of being able to have a fam-
ily member, a spouse, inscribed on a
grave marker, simply the difference
being that it is in a Federal cemetery
or one that is private. That is really
the bottom line on this.

This bill changes that oversight so
that the choice can be at any recog-
nized cemetery. That is simply what
we are after: to have our veterans who
have served us honorably know that,
when they are at their final resting
place, that this oversight cannot hap-
pen for their family member that they
held so dear to share that gravestone
with them.

So, whether it is a private cemetery
or a VA, or whatever other type you
might have as your choice, veterans
need to have this choice as well.

Madam Speaker, I thank Ranking
Member ROE and Chairman TAKANO for
including this so we can take care of
this oversight quickly and have our
veterans have the choices that they
feel they deserve and, indeed, do de-
serve. I appreciate it.

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I con-
tinue to reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. DAVID P. ROE of Tennessee.
Madam Speaker, I yield 4 minutes to
the gentleman from Arizona (Mr.
GOSAR), my good friend and Western
Caucus chair.

Mr. GOSAR. Madam Chair, I rise not
against this bill, but I have concerns
about a provision capping the veterans’
training benefits. This severely under-
mines the important goal of helping
our Nation’s veterans enter a field
where they are desperately needed.

H.R. 1947 does have needed improve-
ments for structural veteran flight
training benefits. This includes an ac-
celerated payment provision to provide
greater flexibility and a more efficient
funding mechanism to help veterans
complete their flight training.

The bill also provides coverage for
obtaining a private pilot’s license when
it is incorporated into the require-
ments of a professional flight training
program.

Additionally, this action provides
flexibility to public schools, allowing
them to contract for flight training,
which, in turn, makes aviation train-
ing more available to interested vet-
erans.

There is improved fiscal responsi-
bility by the government, and there is
strong support for tightening the exist-
ing regulations of the Department of
Veterans Affairs to curb abuses by a
minority of flight schools affiliated
with collegian degree programs. How-
ever, the bill caps payments for flight
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training programs, which unfairly im-
pacts the ability of veterans to pursue
well-paying jobs in the civilian avia-
tion sector.

Capping funds available for flight
training degree programs virtually
guarantees that veterans seeking to
use their GI Bill benefits to enter the
aviation industry will have insufficient
funds to achieve their goals. They will
either abandon their pursuit or be bur-
dened with significant personal debt
through either expenditure of personal
funds or taking on severe student
loans. This will harm veterans and
limit their employment opportunities
in the aviation industry.

It is unfair and discriminatory to sin-
gle out these funding caps for veterans
seeking employment in aviation. These
caps deprive them of the ability to pur-
sue collegian flight training, a common
path to a career as a commercial pilot.

I hope this provision can be addressed
prior to finding its way to the Presi-
dent. These jobs in aviation are in high
demand, and our veterans are some of
the most deserving and most needed.

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I con-
tinue to reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. DAVID P. ROE of Tennessee.
Madam Speaker, I have no further
speakers, am prepared to close, and I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Before I yield back, I do want to ex-
press my disappointment that H.R. 2196
is not on the floor for consideration
this afternoon. This bill, introduced by
my friend and outstanding new mem-
ber of our committee, Congressman
BARR from Kentucky, would clarify the
eligibility of the Edith Nourse Rogers
STEM Scholarship program. This
scholarship, which was enacted as part
of the Forever GI Bill, authorizes extra
GI Bill funding to help student vet-
erans complete their undergraduate de-
grees in the science, technology, engi-
neering, and math, STEM, fields.

Madam Speaker, we all know that
there is a need to fill vacancies for
high-paying jobs in the STEM fields.
The Smithsonian Science Education
Center found STEM-related jobs grew
at three times the rate of non-STEM
jobs between 2000 and 2010. By 2018,
they projected that 2.4 million STEM
jobs would go unfilled.

The Edith Nourse Rogers STEM
Scholarship program is critical to en-
sure that veterans are the ones who fill
these vacancies. However, the way the
original law was drafted, it would unin-
tentionally prevent most students from
using this scholarship in all but a few
STEM programs.

With the scholarship going live on
August 1, 2019, I am grateful to Mr.
BARR for quickly stepping up to the
plate to offer this bill to ensure stu-
dents are eligible for it.

We all know that the Senate gen-
erally takes longer to review legisla-
tion than the House. Let me repeat
that. We all know that the Senate gen-
erally takes a lot longer to review leg-
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islation than the House does. That is
why, with the August 1 deadline ap-
proaching quickly, I was hopeful we
could consider this legislation today.
The bill has gone through full regular
order, is supported by VA and veterans
service organizations, and has no cost.

I would ask the chairman if he would
please work with the majority leader
to schedule this bill for consideration
immediately after the Memorial Day
district work period.

Before I yield back, next Monday is
Memorial Day. For me, personally, I
want to thank all of the members of
the Veterans’ Affairs Committee, the
chairman and others, as you have seen
today, for the work they have done in
a bipartisan way to help our Nation’s
heroes.

As I said, for me, personally, as a vet-
eran, this is a very difficult day be-
cause it is a day that we mourn the
loss of veterans who served on Active
Duty and paid the ultimate price. I
want to just mention a few names of
people.

First, Sergeant Thomas E. Thayer, a
tremendous man whom I knew as a
young boy growing up. He was my
Scout master. He was in the 101st Air-
borne and was Kkilled in Vietnam, re-
ceiving the Silver Star in 1965.

Johnny Parham, who was also an
Eagle Scout, as I am. Johnny and I ran
on the 2-mile relay team together in
high school. I have to say, we were
pretty good. Johnny died in 1969 in
Vietnam and was unable to have the
wonderful life that I have had, to be
able to raise a family, have children
and grandchildren, because of service
to our Nation.

Bob Perry, a young man whom I went
to elementary school with all the way
through high school. I found out at my
high school reunion many years later
that Bob also died in Vietnam.

We just heard today, Chief Petty Of-
ficer Bill Mulder, a highly decorated
Navy SEAL who protected this Nation,
giving up his life because of, really, the
invisible wounds of war.

I just want to thank all of those who
paid the ultimate price for our free-
dom. Thank you, thank you, thank
you.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues
to join me in passing H.R. 1947.

Before I close, let me say that I ap-
preciate the kind words of the ranking
member, Dr. ROE of Tennessee, and I
associate myself with his eloquent trib-
utes to his classmates and the people
who did not get to live the full lives
that he, himself, has been able to live.

I, myself, have also known people
who have served our country and who
have also paid the ultimate price. I cer-
tainly do share his sentiments as we
enter this Memorial Day weekend, as
all Americans reflect on the ultimate
sacrifice of all the people buried in our
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national cemeteries and cemeteries
that aren’t national cemeteries that
are marked by VA grave markers.

It is always a poignant moment to
walk through my national cemetery
and to watch the Girl Scouts and the
Cub Scouts planting American flags on
each and every grave and to see it all
happen within 20 minutes because
there are so many Americans who want
to come to my cemetery to make sure
that every grave is honored.

To my colleague from Tennessee, 1
wish him a pleasant Memorial Day
weekend, but, also, to all Americans,
let us reflect on what Memorial Day
weekend does mean to our Nation.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
TAKANO) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1947, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

The title of the bill was amended so
as to read: ‘A bill to amend title 38,
United States Code, to exempt trans-
fers of funds from Federal agencies to
the Department of Veterans Affairs for
nonprofit corporations established
under subchapter IV of chapter 73 of
such title from certain provisions of
the Economy Act, and for other pur-
poses.”’.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———
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HARRISON TOWNSHIP

(Mr. VAN DREW asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. VAN DREW. Madam Speaker,
Harrison Township, New Jersey, re-
cently celebrated its 1756th anniversary.
This town has been a staple of south
Jersey for many years.

Harrison Township was built on
farming, as its local economy and its
access to Philadelphia and New York
continued its prosperity.

After the railroad opened in 1889, the
station became a major shipping point.
Postwar Harrison Township saw an era
of change and growth with new re-
gional highway construction that made
the area much more accessible to all.

Harrison Township in the 2l1st cen-
tury continues to grow with staples
like wineries, antique stores, continued
agriculture, and farming.

But what is most noticeable about
Harrison Township is their residents,
their people, those who are new, and
those who have been here for genera-
tions, like Vince Gangemi, Sr., who for
s0 many years has given back to their
wonderful town. They love their town.

South Jersey is proud to comnsider
this historical place a part of our com-
munity.
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