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Research, and the head of the Syrian
Center for the Defense of Detainees.

On October 2 of 2012, 6 years ago, Mr.
Maatouk was being driven to work by a
friend, and that was the last time any-
one was able to reach him. It is very
possible that he was illegally detained
at a security checkpoint by the Syrian
Government. Even though a released
detainee at the State Security deten-
tion facility in Damascus said he saw
Khalil there, the Syrian general pros-
ecutor has still denied his whereabouts.

Six years is long enough, Madam
Speaker. It is time for the Syrian Gov-
ernment to release Khalil. He has dedi-
cated his life to the defense of human
rights, and it is past time that he gets
to return to his family.

——————

THE TRUMP SHUTDOWN

(Mrs. BEATTY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. BEATTY. Madam Speaker, I
rise today on the 20th day of the Trump
shutdown, and I can only shake my
head and ask why.

Why are 400,000 public servants being
denied the opportunity to do their
jobs?

Why are 420,000 more working with-
out pay, many of them who put them-
selves in harm’s way?

Why are 1.6 million Ohioans at risk
of losing their SNAP benefits?

Why are first-time home buyers
being kept from their new homes?

There is only one answer to those
questions: Because Trump insists on
wasting $5 billion of the people’s tax
dollars on a vanity wall, a wall that
will do little to address illegal immi-
gration.

Democrats are for the people. Demo-
crats want to protect our borders and
reopen our government and put govern-
ment workers back to work.

I urge the Senate to take up the bills
that the House has passed and put our
government back to work. Let’s end
this ridiculous shutdown.

———
O 1230

IMPORTANCE OF STEM
EDUCATION

(Mr. YOHO asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. YOHO. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to express and demonstrate the
importance of STEM education in the
lives of America’s youth.

STEM education is vital to the econ-
omy, with STEM-related jobs growing
faster than ever and the need for well-
educated and well-trained young STEM
professionals greater than ever.

STEM education also facilitates crit-
ical thinking skills, innovation, cre-
ativity, as well as cooperative learning.

Just one example of the impact that
STEM education has at an early age is
Janani Kumaran, an eighth grader
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from Gainesville who placed second out
of over 2,000 entries in the Broadcom
Foundation MASTERS of STEM mid-
dle school competition.

Janani created a project using snails
to reduce the negative effects of the
invasive aquatic plant hydrilla found
in many bodies of freshwater in Flor-
ida.

Congratulations to Janani. I look
forward to everything you and the
other great youth of America will be
able to achieve because of STEM edu-
cation, to keep our country great.

——
TRUMP SHUTDOWN

(Mrs. LAWRENCE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mrs. LAWRENCE. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to address the President’s
senseless shutdown.

Over 5,000 Federal employees are af-
fected in Michigan alone. These dedi-
cated Michiganders are confronted
with: How do I put food on my table?
What bills will I pay? Which car or
home payment can I afford? Which pre-
scription do I fill?

These are real questions my constitu-
ents are now asking themselves.

Throwing a temper tantrum and
threatening to keep the government
shut down only reflects the President’s
lack of compassion for the citizens of
this great country.

In Michigan, programs that provide
home heating assistance or nutritional
support for 1.5 million Michiganders
are being held hostage by this Presi-
dent.

Federal support for small businesses
is on the line.

One in ten workers in Michigan relies
on SNAP to put food on their table.

Also, our highly esteemed veterans
are waiting for us to do our job.

Every Democrat is devoted and com-
mitted to border safety. I will not vote
for and I will not fund an ineffective
wall. I want real border security.

I do support us doing our job. I just
hope the President comes to his senses
and stops hurting our country and our
constituents.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President.

HONORING NIKOS MOUYIARIS

(Ms. TITUS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. TITUS. Madam Speaker, I rise to
honor the life of an entrepreneur, inno-
vator, and philanthropist who truly
lived the American Dream.

In 1975, Nikos Mouyiaris received a
$6,000 grant from his brother. He turned
that small loan into a company that
would become one of the world’s most
prestigious cosmetic manufacturers
and developers.

A proud Greek American, Nikos dedi-
cated his life to giving back to his
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community, and his spirit dem-
onstrates that we all benefit when we
open our doors to hardworking immi-
grants who believe in the promise of
America.

Nikos said: ‘“We are successful not
because we are smart; not because we
worked hard; not because we were
lucky; but because we had the good for-
tune of being able to stand on the
shoulders of others.”

As his loved ones mourn this dev-
astating loss, we can take comfort in
knowing that an entire community
will be standing on his shoulders.

———————

SAUDI ARABIA’S GENOCIDAL WAR
IN YEMEN

(Ms. GABBARD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. GABBARD. Madam Speaker, 100
days ago today, the Saudi regime or-
dered the assassination of a journalist
named Jamal Khashoggi.

This atrocity brought the world’s at-
tention to Saudi Arabia, a radical
Wahhabi theocracy where the oppres-
sion of women and the persecution of
Christians, Hindus, atheists, and other
religious minorities, as well as the
LGBT community, is a norm.

Since 2015, the United States has sup-
ported Saudi Arabia’s genocidal war in
Yemen that has killed tens of thou-
sands of civilians, causing millions of
Yemeni people to suffer, starve, and
get sick, creating the worst humani-
tarian crisis in the world.

They spend billions of dollars spread-
ing the extreme Wahhabi-Salafist ide-
ology that fuels terrorist groups like
ISIS and al-Qaida around the world.

Contrary to what President Trump
believes, Saudi Arabia is not our
friend.

Here we are, 100 days later, and this
Congress still refuses to take action to
stop U.S. support for Saudi Arabia, to
stop arms sales to Saudi Arabia. Con-
gress must act now to end its support
for Saudi Arabia’s genocidal war in
Yemen, exercise our constitutional au-
thority over matters of war, and stop
putting the profits of the military-in-
dustrial complex before the lives of the
American people and people in the
world.

———

AGRICULTURE, RURAL DEVELOP-
MENT, FOOD AND DRUG ADMIN-

ISTRATION, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2019

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam

Speaker, pursuant to House Resolution
28, I call up the bill (H.R. 265) making
appropriations for Agriculture, Rural
Development, Food and Drug Adminis-
tration, and Related Agencies pro-
grams for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2019, and for other purposes,
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 28, the bill is
considered read.



H376

The text of the bill is as follows:
H.R. 265

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That the following sums
are appropriated, out of any money in the
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for Ag-
riculture, Rural Development, Food and
Drug Administration, and Related Agencies
programs for fiscal year ending September
30, 2019, and for other purposes, namely:

TITLE I
AGRICULTURAL PROGRAMS
PROCESSING, RESEARCH, AND MARKETING
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses of the Office of the
Secretary, $46,532,000, of which not to exceed
$5,051,000 shall be available for the imme-
diate Office of the Secretary; not to exceed
$800,000 shall be available for the Office of
the Assistant to the Secretary for Rural De-
velopment: Provided, That funds made avail-
able by this Act to an agency in the Rural
Development mission area for salaries and
expenses are available to fund up to one ad-
ministrative support staff for the Office; not
to exceed $1,496,000 shall be available for the
Office of Homeland Security; not to exceed
$4,711,000 shall be available for the Office of
Partnerships and Public Engagement; not to
exceed $23,105,000 shall be available for the
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Admin-
istration, of which $22,301,000 shall be avail-
able for Departmental Administration to
provide for necessary expenses for manage-
ment support services to offices of the De-
partment and for general administration, se-
curity, repairs and alterations, and other
miscellaneous supplies and expenses not oth-
erwise provided for and necessary for the
practical and efficient work of the Depart-
ment: Provided further, That funds made
available by this Act to an agency in the Ad-
ministration mission area for salaries and
expenses are available to fund up to one ad-
ministrative support staff for the Office; not
to exceed $3,869,000 shall be available for the
Office of Assistant Secretary for Congres-
sional Relations to carry out the programs
funded by this Act, including programs in-
volving intergovernmental affairs and liai-
son within the executive branch; and not to
exceed $7,500,000 shall be available for the Of-
fice of Communications: Provided further,
That the Secretary of Agriculture is author-
ized to transfer funds appropriated for any
office of the Office of the Secretary to any
other office of the Office of the Secretary:
Provided further, That no appropriation for
any office shall be increased or decreased by
more than 5 percent: Provided further, That
not to exceed $11,000 of the amount made
available under this paragraph for the imme-
diate Office of the Secretary shall be avail-
able for official reception and representation
expenses, not otherwise provided for, as de-
termined by the Secretary: Provided further,
That the amount made available under this
heading for Departmental Administration
shall be reimbursed from applicable appro-
priations in this Act for travel expenses inci-
dent to the holding of hearings as required
by 5 U.S.C. 551-558: Provided further, That
funds made available under this heading for
the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Con-
gressional Relations may be transferred to
agencies of the Department of Agriculture
funded by this Act to maintain personnel at
the agency level: Provided further, That no
funds made available under this heading for
the Office of Assistant Secretary for Con-
gressional Relations may be obligated after
30 days from the date of enactment of this
Act, unless the Secretary has notified the
Committees on Appropriations of both
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Houses of Congress on the allocation of these
funds by USDA agency.

EXECUTIVE OPERATIONS
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ECONOMIST

For necessary expenses of the Office of the
Chief Economist, $19,786,000, of which
$4,000,000 shall be for grants or cooperative
agreements for policy research under 7
U.S.C. 3155.

OFFICE OF HEARINGS AND APPEALS

For necessary expenses of the Office of
Hearings and Appeals, $15,222,000.

OFFICE OF BUDGET AND PROGRAM ANALYSIS

For necessary expenses of the Office of
Budget and Program Analysis, $9,525,000.

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF INFORMATION OFFICER

For necessary expenses of the Office of the
Chief Information Officer, $63,950,000, of
which not less than $38,000,000 is for cyberse-
curity requirements of the department.

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER

For necessary expenses of the Office of the
Chief Financial Officer, $6,028,000.
OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR
C1vIiL RIGHTS

For necessary expenses of the Office of the
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, $901,000:
Provided, That funds made available by this
Act to an agency in the Civil Rights mission
area for salaries and expenses are available
to fund up to one administrative support
staff for the Office.

OFFICE OF CIVIL RIGHTS

For necessary expenses of the Office of
Civil Rights, $24,206,000.

AGRICULTURE BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For payment of space rental and related
costs pursuant to Public Law 92-313, includ-
ing authorities pursuant to the 1984 delega-
tion of authority from the Administrator of
General Services to the Department of Agri-
culture under 40 U.S.C. 121, for programs and
activities of the Department which are in-
cluded in this Act, and for alterations and
other actions needed for the Department and
its agencies to consolidate unneeded space
into configurations suitable for release to
the Administrator of General Services, and
for the operation, maintenance, improve-
ment, and repair of Agriculture buildings
and facilities, and for related costs,
$58,330,000, to remain available until ex-
pended.

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS MANAGEMENT
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses of the Department
of Agriculture, to comply with the Com-
prehensive Environmental Response, Com-
pensation, and Liability Act (42 U.S.C. 9601
et seq.) and the Resource Conservation and
Recovery Act (42 U.S.C. 6901 et seq.),
$3,503,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That appropriations and
funds available herein to the Department for
Hazardous Materials Management may be
transferred to any agency of the Department
for its use in meeting all requirements pur-
suant to the above Acts on Federal and non-
Federal lands.

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL

For necessary expenses of the Office of In-
spector General, including employment pur-
suant to the Inspector General Act of 1978
(Public Law 95-452; 5 U.S.C. App.), $98,208,000,
including such sums as may be necessary for
contracting and other arrangements with
public agencies and private persons pursuant
to section 6(a)(9) of the Inspector General
Act of 1978 (Public Law 95-452; 5 U.S.C. App.),
and including not to exceed $125,000 for cer-
tain confidential operational expenses, in-
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cluding the payment of informants, to be ex-
pended under the direction of the Inspector
General pursuant to the Inspector General
Act of 1978 (Public Law 95-452; 5 U.S.C. App.)
and section 1337 of the Agriculture and Food
Act of 1981 (Public Law 97-98).
OFFICE OF THE GENERAL COUNSEL

For necessary expenses of the Office of the

General Counsel, $45,146,000.
OFFICE OF ETHICS

For necessary expenses of the Office of

Ethics, $4,136,000.
OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR
RESEARCH, EDUCATION, AND ECONOMICS

For necessary expenses of the Office of the
Under Secretary for Research, Education,
and Economics, $800,000: Provided, That funds
made available by this Act to an agency in
the Research, Education, and Economics
mission area for salaries and expenses are
available to fund up to one administrative
support staff for the Office.

ECONOMIC RESEARCH SERVICE

For necessary expenses of the Economic
Research Service, $86,757,000.
NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS SERVICE

For necessary expenses of the National Ag-
ricultural Statistics Service, $174,767,000, of
which up to $45,300,000 shall be available
until expended for the Census of Agriculture:
Provided, That amounts made available for
the Census of Agriculture may be used to
conduct Current Industrial Report surveys
subject to 7 U.S.C. 2204g(d) and (f).

AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH SERVICE
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses of the Agricultural
Research Service and for acquisition of lands
by donation, exchange, or purchase at a
nominal cost not to exceed $100, and for land
exchanges where the lands exchanged shall
be of equal value or shall be equalized by a
payment of money to the grantor which
shall not exceed 25 percent of the total value
of the land or interests transferred out of
Federal ownership, $1,300,966,000, of which
$10,600,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, shall be used to carry out the science
program at the National Bio- and Agro-de-
fense Facility located in Manhattan, Kansas;
of which not less than $2,000,000 shall be
available to carry out the dryland agri-
culture research program; and of which not
less than $7,000,000 shall be available for pur-
poses of entering into a management, oper-
ations, and research support contract to ex-
pedite the hiring of a capable workforce for
the commissioning of the Central Utility
Plant and in support of operations and man-
agement of the National Bio- and Agro-de-
fense Facility: Provided, That appropriations
hereunder shall be available for the oper-
ation and maintenance of aircraft and the
purchase of not to exceed one for replace-
ment only: Provided further, That appropria-
tions hereunder shall be available pursuant
to 7 U.S.C. 2250 for the construction, alter-
ation, and repair of buildings and improve-
ments, but unless otherwise provided, the
cost of constructing any one building shall
not exceed $500,000, except for headhouses or
greenhouses which shall each be limited to
$1,800,000, except for 10 buildings to be con-
structed or improved at a cost not to exceed
$1,100,000 each, and except for two buildings
to be constructed at a cost not to exceed
$3,000,000 each, and the cost of altering any
one building during the fiscal year shall not
exceed 10 percent of the current replacement
value of the building or $500,000, whichever is
greater: Provided further, That appropria-
tions hereunder shall be available for enter-
ing into lease agreements at any Agricul-
tural Research Service location for the con-
struction of a research facility by a non-Fed-
eral entity for use by the Agricultural Re-
search Service and a condition of the lease
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shall be that any facility shall be owned, op-
erated, and maintained by the non-Federal
entity and shall be removed upon the expira-
tion or termination of the lease agreement:
Provided further, That the limitations on al-
terations contained in this Act shall not
apply to modernization or replacement of ex-
isting facilities at Beltsville, Maryland: Pro-
vided further, That appropriations hereunder
shall be available for granting easements at
the Beltsville Agricultural Research Center:
Provided further, That the foregoing limita-
tions shall not apply to replacement of build-
ings needed to carry out the Act of April 24,
1948 (21 U.S.C. 113a): Provided further, That
appropriations hereunder shall be available
for granting easements at any Agricultural
Research Service location for the construc-
tion of a research facility by a non-Federal
entity for use by, and acceptable to, the Ag-
ricultural Research Service and a condition
of the easements shall be that upon comple-
tion the facility shall be accepted by the
Secretary, subject to the availability of
funds herein, if the Secretary finds that ac-
ceptance of the facility is in the interest of
the United States: Provided further, That
funds may be received from any State, other
political subdivision, organization, or indi-
vidual for the purpose of establishing or op-
erating any research facility or research
project of the Agricultural Research Service,
as authorized by law.
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF FOOD AND
AGRICULTURE
RESEARCH AND EDUCATION ACTIVITIES

For payments to agricultural experiment
stations, for cooperative forestry and other
research, for facilities, and for other ex-
penses, $898,535,000, which shall be for the
purposes, and in the amounts, specified in
the table titled ‘‘National Institute of Food
and Agriculture, Research and Education Ac-
tivities”” in the explanatory statement de-
scribed in section 769 of this Act: Provided,
That funds for research grants for 1994 insti-
tutions, education grants for 1890 institu-
tions, capacity building for non-land-grant
colleges of agriculture, the agriculture and
food research initiative, veterinary medicine
loan repayment, multicultural scholars,
graduate fellowship and institution chal-
lenge grants, and grants management sys-
tems shall remain available until expended:
Provided further, That each institution eligi-
ble to receive funds under the Evans-Allen
program receives no less than $1,000,000: Pro-
vided further, That funds for education grants
for Alaska Native and Native Hawaiian-serv-
ing institutions be made available to indi-
vidual eligible institutions or consortia of el-
igible institutions with funds awarded equal-
ly to each of the States of Alaska and Ha-
waii: Provided further, That funds for edu-
cation grants for 1890 institutions shall be
made available to institutions eligible to re-
ceive funds under 7 U.S.C. 3221 and 3222: Pro-
vided further, That not more than 5 percent
of the amounts made available by this or any
other Act to carry out the Agriculture and
Food Research Initiative under 7 U.S.C.
450i(b) may be retained by the Secretary of
Agriculture to pay administrative costs in-
curred by the Secretary in carrying out that
authority.

NATIVE AMERICAN INSTITUTIONS ENDOWMENT

FUND

For the Native American Institutions En-
dowment Fund authorized by Public Law
103-382 (7 U.S.C. 301 note), $11,880,000, to re-
main available until expended.

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES

For payments to States, the District of Co-
lumbia, Puerto Rico, Guam, the Virgin Is-
lands, Micronesia, the Northern Marianas,
and American Samoa, $486,692,000, which
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shall be for the purposes, and in the
amounts, specified in the table titled ‘‘Na-
tional Institute of Food and Agriculture, Ex-
tension Activities” in the explanatory state-
ment described in section 769 of this Act:
Provided, That funds for facility improve-
ments at 1890 institutions shall remain avail-
able until expended: Provided further, That
institutions eligible to receive funds under 7
U.S.C. 3221 for cooperative extension receive
no less than $1,000,000: Provided further, That
funds for cooperative extension under sec-
tions 3(b) and (c) of the Smith-Lever Act (7
U.S.C. 343(b) and (c)) and section 208(c) of
Public Law 93-471 shall be available for re-
tirement and employees’ compensation costs
for extension agents.
INTEGRATED ACTIVITIES

For the integrated research, education,
and extension grants programs, including
necessary administrative expenses,

$38,000,000, which shall be for the purposes,
and in the amounts, specified in the table ti-
tled ‘‘National Institute of Food and Agri-
culture, Integrated Activities’ in the explan-
atory statement described in section 769 of
this Act: Provided, That funds for the Food
and Agriculture Defense Initiative shall re-
main available until September 30, 2020: Pro-
vided further, That notwithstanding any
other provision of law, indirect costs shall
not be charged against any Extension Imple-
mentation Program Area grant awarded
under the Crop Protection/Pest Management
Program (7 U.S.C. 7626).
OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR

MARKETING AND REGULATORY PROGRAMS

For necessary expenses of the Office of the
Under Secretary for Marketing and Regu-
latory Programs, $901,000: Provided, That
funds made available by this Act to an agen-
cy in the Marketing and Regulatory Pro-
grams mission area for salaries and expenses
are available to fund up to one administra-
tive support staff for the Office.

ANIMAL AND PLANT HEALTH INSPECTION
SERVICE
SALARIES AND EXPENSES
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses of the Animal and
Plant Health Inspection Service, including
up to $30,000 for representation allowances
and for expenses pursuant to the Foreign
Service Act of 1980 (22 TU.S.C. 4085),
$1,000,493,000, of which $470,000, to remain
available until expended, shall be available
for the control of outbreaks of insects, plant
diseases, animal diseases and for control of
pest animals and birds (‘‘contingency fund’’)
to the extent necessary to meet emergency
conditions; of which $11,520,000, to remain
available until expended, shall be used for
the cotton pests program for cost share pur-
poses or for debt retirement for active eradi-
cation zones; of which $37,857,000, to remain
available until expended, shall be for Animal
Health Technical Services; of which $705,000
shall be for activities under the authority of
the Horse Protection Act of 1970, as amended
(15 U.S.C. 1831); of which $62,840,000, to re-
main available until expended, shall be used
to support avian health; of which $4,251,000,
to remain available until expended, shall be
for information technology infrastructure; of
which $178,170,000, to remain available until
expended, shall be for specialty crop pests; of
which, $11,826,000, to remain available until
expended, shall be for field crop and range-
land ecosystem pests; of which $16,523,000, to
remain available until expended, shall be for
zoonotic disease management; of which
$41,466,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, shall be for emergency preparedness
and response; of which $60,000,000, to remain
available until expended, shall be for tree
and wood pests; of which $5,725,000, to remain
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available until expended, shall be for the Na-
tional Veterinary Stockpile; of which up to
$1,500,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, shall be for the scrapie program for
indemnities; of which $2,500,000, to remain
available until expended, shall be for the
wildlife damage management program for
aviation safety: Provided, That of amounts
available under this heading for wildlife
services methods development, $1,000,000
shall remain available until expended: Pro-
vided further, That of amounts available
under this heading for the screwworm pro-
gram, $4,990,000 shall remain available until
expended; of which $13,600,000, to remain
available until expended, shall be used to
carry out the science program at the Na-
tional Bio- and Agro-defense Facility located
in Manhattan, Kansas: Provided further, That
no funds shall be used to formulate or ad-
minister a brucellosis eradication program
for the current fiscal year that does not re-
quire minimum matching by the States of at
least 40 percent: Provided further, That this
appropriation shall be available for the oper-
ation and maintenance of aircraft and the
purchase of not to exceed five, of which two
shall be for replacement only: Provided fur-
ther, That in addition, in emergencies which
threaten any segment of the agricultural
production industry of the United States,
the Secretary may transfer from other ap-
propriations or funds available to the agen-
cies or corporations of the Department such
sums as may be deemed necessary, to be
available only in such emergencies for the
arrest and eradication of contagious or infec-
tious disease or pests of animals, poultry, or
plants, and for expenses in accordance with
sections 10411 and 10417 of the Animal Health
Protection Act (7 U.S.C. 8310 and 8316) and
sections 431 and 442 of the Plant Protection
Act (7 U.S.C. 7751 and 7772), and any unex-
pended balances of funds transferred for such
emergency purposes in the preceding fiscal
year shall be merged with such transferred
amounts: Provided further, That appropria-
tions hereunder shall be available pursuant
to law (7 U.S.C. 2250) for the repair and alter-
ation of leased buildings and improvements,
but unless otherwise provided the cost of al-
tering any one building during the fiscal
year shall not exceed 10 percent of the cur-
rent replacement value of the building.

In fiscal year 2019, the agency is authorized
to collect fees to cover the total costs of pro-
viding technical assistance, goods, or serv-
ices requested by States, other political sub-
divisions, domestic and international organi-
zations, foreign governments, or individuals,
provided that such fees are structured such
that any entity’s liability for such fees is
reasonably based on the technical assistance,
goods, or services provided to the entity by
the agency, and such fees shall be reim-
bursed to this account, to remain available
until expended, without further appropria-
tion, for providing such assistance, goods, or
services.

BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES

For plans, construction, repair, preventive
maintenance, environmental support, im-
provement, extension, alteration, and pur-
chase of fixed equipment or facilities, as au-
thorized by 7 U.S.C. 2250, and acquisition of
land as authorized by 7 U.S.C. 428a, $3,175,000,
to remain available until expended.

AGRICULTURAL MARKETING SERVICE
MARKETING SERVICES

For necessary expenses of the Agricultural
Marketing Service, $155,845,000, of which
$4,000,000 shall be available for the purposes
of section 12306 of Public Law 113-79; and of
which $7,000,000 shall be available for mar-
keting activities authorized under section
204(b) of the Agricultural Marketing Act of
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1946 (7 U.S.C. 1623(b)) to provide to State de-
partments of agriculture, State cooperative
extension services, institutions of higher
education, and nonprofit organizations
grants to carry out programs and provide
technical assistance to promote innovation,
process improvement, and marketing relat-
ing to dairy products: Provided, That this ap-
propriation shall be available pursuant to
law (7 U.S.C. 2250) for the alteration and re-
pair of buildings and improvements, but the
cost of altering any one building during the
fiscal year shall not exceed 10 percent of the
current replacement value of the building.

Fees may be collected for the cost of stand-
ardization activities, as established by regu-
lation pursuant to law (31 U.S.C. 9701).

LIMITATION ON ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES

Not to exceed $60,982,000 (from fees col-
lected) shall be obligated during the current
fiscal year for administrative expenses: Pro-
vided, That if crop size is understated and/or
other uncontrollable events occur, the agen-
cy may exceed this limitation by up to 10
percent with notification to the Committees
on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress.

FUNDS FOR STRENGTHENING MARKETS, INCOME,
AND SUPPLY (SECTION 32)

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

Funds available under section 32 of the Act
of August 24, 1935 (7 U.S.C. 612c), shall be
used only for commodity program expenses
as authorized therein, and other related op-
erating expenses, except for: (1) transfers to
the Department of Commerce as authorized
by the Fish and Wildlife Act of 1956 (16 U.S.C.
T42a et seq.); (2) transfers otherwise provided
in this Act; and (3) not more than $20,489,000
for formulation and administration of mar-
keting agreements and orders pursuant to
the Agricultural Marketing Agreement Act
of 1937 and the Agricultural Act of 1961 (Pub-
lic Law 87-128).

PAYMENTS TO STATES AND POSSESSIONS

For payments to departments of agri-
culture, bureaus and departments of mar-
kets, and similar agencies for marketing ac-
tivities under section 204(b) of the Agricul-
tural Marketing Act of 1946 (7 U.S.C. 1623(b)),
$1,235,000.

LIMITATION ON INSPECTION AND WEIGHING
SERVICES EXPENSES

Not to exceed $55,000,000 (from fees col-
lected) shall be obligated during the current
fiscal year for inspection and weighing serv-
ices: Provided, That if grain export activities
require additional supervision and oversight,
or other uncontrollable factors occur, this
limitation may be exceeded by up to 10 per-
cent with notification to the Committees on
Appropriations of both Houses of Congress.

OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR FOOD
SAFETY

For necessary expenses of the Office of the
Under Secretary for Food Safety, $800,000:
Provided, That funds made available by this
Act to an agency in the Food Safety mission
area for salaries and expenses are available
to fund up to one administrative support
staff for the Office.

FOOD SAFETY AND INSPECTION SERVICE

For necessary expenses to carry out serv-
ices authorized by the Federal Meat Inspec-
tion Act, the Poultry Products Inspection
Act, and the Egg Products Inspection Act,
including not to exceed $10,000 for represen-
tation allowances and for expenses pursuant
to section 8 of the Act approved August 3,
1956 (7 U.S.C. 1766), $1,049,344,000; and in addi-
tion, $1,000,000 may be credited to this ac-
count from fees collected for the cost of lab-
oratory accreditation as authorized by sec-
tion 1327 of the Food, Agriculture, Conserva-
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tion and Trade Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. 138f): Pro-
vided, That funds provided for the Public
Health Data Communication Infrastructure
system shall remain available until ex-
pended: Provided further, That no fewer than
148 full-time equivalent positions shall be
employed during fiscal year 2019 for purposes
dedicated solely to inspections and enforce-
ment related to the Humane Methods of
Slaughter Act (7 U.S.C. 1901 et seq.): Provided
further, That the Food Safety and Inspection
Service shall continue implementation of
section 11016 of Public Law 110-246 as further
clarified by the amendments made in section
12106 of Public Law 113-79: Provided further,
That this appropriation shall be available
pursuant to law (7 U.S.C. 2250) for the alter-
ation and repair of buildings and improve-
ments, but the cost of altering any one
building during the fiscal year shall not ex-
ceed 10 percent of the current replacement
value of the building.
TITLE IT

FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION
PROGRAMS

OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR FARM
PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION

For necessary expenses of the Office of the
Under Secretary for Farm Production and
Conservation, $901,000: Provided, That funds
made available by this Act to an agency in
the Farm Production and Conservation mis-
sion area for salaries and expenses are avail-
able to fund up to one administrative sup-
port staff for the Office.

FARM PRODUCTION AND CONSERVATION
BUSINESS CENTER

For necessary expenses of the Farm Pro-
duction and Conservation Business Center,
$1,028,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That $149,000 of amounts
appropriated for the current fiscal year pur-
suant to section 1241(a) of the Farm Security
and Rural Investment Act of 1985 (16 U.S.C.
3841(a)) shall be transferred to and merged
with this account.

FARM SERVICE AGENCY
SALARIES AND EXPENSES
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses of the Farm Serv-
ice Agency, $1,202,146,000: Provided, That not
more than 50 percent of the $44,691,000 made
available under this heading for information
technology related to farm program deliv-
ery, including the Modernize and Innovate
the Delivery of Agricultural Systems and
other farm program delivery systems, may
be obligated until the Secretary submits to
the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress, and receives written or
electronic notification of receipt from such
Committees of, a plan for expenditure that
(1) identifies for each project/investment
over $25,000 (a) the functional and perform-
ance capabilities to be delivered and the mis-
sion benefits to be realized, (b) the estimated
lifecycle cost, including estimates for devel-
opment as well as maintenance and oper-
ations, and (c) key milestones to be met; (2)
demonstrates that each project/investment
is, (a) consistent with the Farm Service
Agency Information Technology Roadmap,
(b) being managed in accordance with appli-
cable lifecycle management policies and
guidance, and (c) subject to the applicable
Department’s capital planning and invest-
ment control requirements; and (3) has been
reviewed by the Government Accountability
Office and approved by the Committees on
Appropriations of both Houses of Congress:
Provided further, That the agency shall sub-
mit a report by the end of the fourth quarter
of fiscal year 2019 to the Committees on Ap-
propriations and the Government Account-
ability Office, that identifies for each
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project/investment that is operational (a)
current performance against key indicators
of customer satisfaction, (b) current per-
formance of service level agreements or
other technical metrics, (¢) current perform-
ance against a pre-established cost baseline,
(d) a detailed breakdown of current and
planned spending on operational enhance-
ments or upgrades, and (e) an assessment of
whether the investment continues to meet
business needs as intended as well as alter-
natives to the investment: Provided further,
That the Secretary is authorized to use the
services, facilities, and authorities (but not
the funds) of the Commodity Credit Corpora-
tion to make program payments for all pro-
grams administered by the Agency: Provided
further, That other funds made available to
the Agency for authorized activities may be
advanced to and merged with this account:
Provided further, That funds made available
to county committees shall remain available
until expended: Provided further, That none
of the funds available to the Farm Service
Agency shall be used to close Farm Service
Agency county offices: Provided further, That
none of the funds available to the Farm
Service Agency shall be used to permanently
relocate county based employees that would
result in an office with two or fewer employ-
ees without prior notification and approval
of the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress.
STATE MEDIATION GRANTS

For grants pursuant to section 502(b) of the
Agricultural Credit Act of 1987, as amended
(7 U.S.C. 5101-5106), $3,904,000.

GRASSROOTS SOURCE WATER PROTECTION
PROGRAM

For necessary expenses to carry out well-
head or groundwater protection activities
under section 12400 of the Food Security Act
of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3839bb-2), $6,500,000, to re-
main available until expended.

DAIRY INDEMNITY PROGRAM
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses involved in making
indemnity payments to dairy farmers and
manufacturers of dairy products under a
dairy indemnity program, such sums as may
be necessary, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That such program is car-
ried out by the Secretary in the same man-
ner as the dairy indemnity program de-
scribed in the Agriculture, Rural Develop-
ment, Food and Drug Administration, and
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2001
(Public Law 106-387, 114 Stat. 15649A-12).

AGRICULTURAL CREDIT INSURANCE FUND
PROGRAM ACCOUNT
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For gross obligations for the principal
amount of direct and guaranteed farm own-
ership (7 U.S.C. 1922 et seq.) and operating (7
U.S.C. 1941 et seq.) loans, emergency loans (7
U.S.C. 1961 et seq.), Indian tribe land acquisi-
tion loans (25 U.S.C. 488), boll weevil loans (7
U.S.C. 1989), guaranteed conservation loans
(7T U.S.C. 1924 et seq.), and Indian highly
fractionated land loans (25 U.S.C. 488) to be
available from funds in the Agricultural
Credit Insurance Fund, as follows:
$2,750,000,000 for guaranteed farm ownership
loans and $1,500,000,000 for farm ownership di-
rect loans; $1,960,000,000 for unsubsidized
guaranteed operating loans and $1,530,000,000
for direct operating loans; emergency loans,
$37,668,000; Indian tribe land acquisition
loans, $20,000,000; guaranteed conservation
loans, $150,000,000; Indian highly fractionated
land loans, $10,000,000; and for boll weevil
eradication program loans, $60,000,000: Pro-
vided, That the Secretary shall deem the
pink bollworm to be a boll weevil for the
purpose of boll weevil eradication program
loans.
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For the cost of direct and guaranteed loans
and grants, including the cost of modifying
loans as defined in section 502 of the Con-
gressional Budget Act of 1974, as follows:
farm operating loans, $59,670,000 for direct
operating loans, $21,168,000 for unsubsidized
guaranteed operating loans, emergency
loans, $1,567,000 and $2,134,000 for Indian high-
ly fractionated land loans to remain avail-
able until expended.

In addition, for administrative expenses
necessary to carry out the direct and guar-
anteed loan programs, $325,068,000: Provided,
That of this amount, $314,998,000 shall be
transferred to and merged with the appro-
priation for ‘‘Farm Service Agency, Salaries
and Expenses’, of which $8,000,000 shall be
available until September 30, 2020.

Funds appropriated by this Act to the Ag-
ricultural Credit Insurance Program Ac-
count for farm ownership, operating and con-
servation direct loans and guaranteed loans
may be transferred among these programs:
Provided, That the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress are notified
at least 15 days in advance of any transfer.

RISK MANAGEMENT AGENCY
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses of the Risk Man-
agement Agency, $74,829,000: Provided, That
not to exceed $1,000 shall be available for of-
ficial reception and representation expenses,
as authorized by 7 U.S.C. 1506(1).

NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE
CONSERVATION OPERATIONS

For necessary expenses for carrying out
the provisions of the Act of April 27, 1935 (16
U.S.C. 590a~f), including preparation of con-
servation plans and establishment of meas-
ures to conserve soil and water (including
farm irrigation and land drainage and such
special measures for soil and water manage-
ment as may be necessary to prevent floods
and the siltation of reservoirs and to control
agricultural related pollutants); operation of
conservation plant materials centers; classi-
fication and mapping of soil; dissemination
of information; acquisition of lands, water,
and interests therein for use in the plant ma-
terials program by donation, exchange, or
purchase at a nominal cost not to exceed $100
pursuant to the Act of August 3, 1956 (7
U.S.C. 428a); purchase and erection or alter-
ation or improvement of permanent and tem-
porary buildings; and operation and mainte-
nance of aircraft, $879,107,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2020: Provided,
That appropriations hereunder shall be
available pursuant to 7 U.S.C. 2250 for con-
struction and improvement of buildings and
public improvements at plant materials cen-
ters, except that the cost of alterations and
improvements to other buildings and other
public improvements shall not exceed
$250,000: Provided further, That when build-
ings or other structures are erected on non-
Federal land, that the right to use such land
is obtained as provided in 7 U.S.C. 2250a: Pro-
vided further, That of the amounts made
available under this heading, $5,600,000, shall
remain available until expended for the au-
thorities under 16 U.S.C. 1001-1005 and 1007-
1009 for authorized ongoing watershed
projects with a primary purpose of providing
water to rural communities.

WATERSHED AND FLOOD PREVENTION
OPERATIONS

For necessary expenses to carry out pre-
ventive measures, including but not limited
to surveys and investigations, engineering
operations, works of improvement, and
changes in use of land, in accordance with
the Watershed Protection and Flood Preven-
tion Act (16 U.S.C. 1001-1005 and 1007-1009)
and in accordance with the provisions of
laws relating to the activities of the Depart-
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ment, $150,000,000, to remain available until
expended: Provided, That for funds provided
by this Act or any other prior Act, the limi-
tation regarding the size of the watershed or
subwatershed exceeding two hundred and
fifty thousand acres in which such activities
can be undertaken shall only apply for ac-
tivities undertaken for the primary purpose
of flood prevention (including structural and
land treatment measures): Provided further,
That of the amounts made available under
this heading, $50,000,000 shall be allocated to
projects and activities that can commence
promptly following enactment; that address
regional priorities for flood prevention, agri-
cultural water management, inefficient irri-
gation systems, fish and wildlife habitat, or
watershed protection; or that address au-
thorized ongoing projects under the authori-
ties of section 13 of the Flood Control Act of
December 22, 1944 (Public Law 78-534) with a
primary purpose of watershed protection by
preventing floodwater damage and stabi-
lizing stream channels, tributaries, and
banks to reduce erosion and sediment trans-
port.

CORPORATIONS

The following corporations and agencies
are hereby authorized to make expenditures,
within the limits of funds and borrowing au-
thority available to each such corporation or
agency and in accord with law, and to make
contracts and commitments without regard
to fiscal year limitations as provided by sec-
tion 104 of the Government Corporation Con-
trol Act as may be necessary in carrying out
the programs set forth in the budget for the
current fiscal year for such corporation or
agency, except as hereinafter provided.

FEDERAL CROP INSURANCE CORPORATION FUND

For payments as authorized by section 516
of the Federal Crop Insurance Act (7 U.S.C.
1516), such sums as may be necessary, to re-
main available until expended.

COMMODITY CREDIT CORPORATION FUND
REIMBURSEMENT FOR NET REALIZED LOSSES
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For the current fiscal year, such sums as
may be necessary to reimburse the Com-
modity Credit Corporation for net realized
losses sustained, but not previously reim-
bursed, pursuant to section 2 of the Act of
August 17, 1961 (15 U.S.C. T713a-11): Provided,
That of the funds available to the Com-
modity Credit Corporation under section 11
of the Commodity Credit Corporation Char-
ter Act (15 U.S.C. 714i) for the conduct of its
business with the Foreign Agricultural Serv-
ice, up to $5,000,000 may be transferred to and
used by the Foreign Agricultural Service for
information resource management activities
of the Foreign Agricultural Service that are
not related to Commodity Credit Corpora-
tion business.

HAZARDOUS WASTE MANAGEMENT
(LIMITATION ON EXPENSES)

For the current fiscal year, the Commodity
Credit Corporation shall not expend more
than $5,000,000 for site investigation and
cleanup expenses, and operations and main-
tenance expenses to comply with the require-
ment of section 107(g) of the Comprehensive
Environmental Response, Compensation, and
Liability Act (42 U.S.C. 9607(g)), and section
6001 of the Resource Conservation and Recov-
ery Act (42 U.S.C. 6961).

TITLE IIT
RURAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS
RURAL DEVELOPMENT
SALARIES AND EXPENSES
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses for carrying out

the administration and implementation of
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Rural Development programs, including ac-
tivities with institutions concerning the de-
velopment and operation of agricultural co-
operatives; and for cooperative agreements;
$232,835,000: Provided, That notwithstanding
any other provision of law, funds appro-
priated under this heading may be used for
advertising and promotional activities that
support Rural Development programs: Pro-
vided further, That in addition to any other
funds appropriated for purposes authorized
by section 502(i) of the Housing Act of 1949
(42 U.S.C. 1472(1)), any amounts collected
under such section will immediately be cred-
ited to this account and will remain avail-
able until expended for such purposes.
RURAL HOUSING SERVICE
RURAL HOUSING INSURANCE FUND PROGRAM
ACCOUNT
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For gross obligations for the principal
amount of direct and guaranteed loans as au-
thorized by title V of the Housing Act of
1949, to be available from funds in the rural
housing insurance fund, as follows:
$1,100,000,000 shall be for direct loans and
$24,000,000,000 shall be for unsubsidized guar-
anteed loans; $28,000,000 for section 504 hous-
ing repair loans; $40,000,000 for section 515
rental housing; $230,000,000 for section 538
guaranteed multi-family housing loans;
$10,000,000 for credit sales of single family
housing acquired property; $5,000,000 for sec-
tion 523 self-help housing land development
loans; and $5,000,000 for section 524 site devel-
opment loans.

For the cost of direct and guaranteed
loans, including the cost of modifying loans,
as defined in section 502 of the Congressional
Budget Act of 1974, as follows: section 502
loans, $53,900,000 shall be for direct loans;
section 504 housing repair loans, $3,419,000;
section 523 self-help housing land develop-
ment loans, $431,000; section 524 site develop-
ment loans, $176,000; and repair, rehabilita-
tion, and new construction of section 515
rental housing, $9,484,000: Provided, That to
support the loan program level for section
538 guaranteed loans made available under
this heading the Secretary may charge or ad-
just any fees to cover the projected cost of
such loan guarantees pursuant to the provi-
sions of the Credit Reform Act of 1990 (2
U.S.C. 661 et seq.), and the interest on such
loans may not be subsidized: Provided further,
That applicants in communities that have a
current rural area waiver under section 541
of the Housing Act of 1949 (42 U.S.C. 1490q)
shall be treated as living in a rural area for
purposes of section 502 guaranteed loans pro-
vided under this heading: Provided further,
That of the amounts available under this
paragraph for section 502 direct loans, no less
than $5,000,000 shall be available for direct
loans for individuals whose homes will be
built pursuant to a program funded with a
mutual and self-help housing grant author-
ized by section 523 of the Housing Act of 1949
until June 1, 2019: Provided further, That the
Secretary shall implement provisions to pro-
vide incentives to nonprofit organizations
and public housing authorities to facilitate
the acquisition of Rural Housing Service
(RHS) multifamily housing properties by
such nonprofit organizations and public
housing authorities that commit to keep
such properties in the RHS multifamily
housing program for a period of time as de-
termined by the Secretary, with such incen-
tives to include, but not be limited to, the
following: allow such nonprofit entities and
public housing authorities to earn a Return
on Investment on their own resources to in-
clude proceeds from low income housing tax
credit syndication, own contributions,
grants, and developer loans at favorable
rates and terms, invested in a deal; and allow
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reimbursement of organizational costs asso-
ciated with owner’s oversight of asset re-
ferred to as ‘‘Asset Management Fee’ of up
to $7,5600 per property.

In addition, for the cost of direct loans,
grants, and contracts, as authorized by sec-
tions 514 and 516 of the Housing Act of 1949
(42 U.S.C. 1484, 1486), $14,281,000, to remain
available until expended, for direct farm
labor housing loans and domestic farm labor
housing grants and contracts: Provided, That
any balances available for the Farm Labor
Program Account shall be transferred to and
merged with this account.

In addition, for administrative expenses
necessary to carry out the direct and guar-
anteed loan programs, $412,254,000 shall be
transferred to and merged with the appro-
priation for ‘‘Rural Development, Salaries
and Expenses”’.

RENTAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

For rental assistance agreements entered
into or renewed pursuant to the authority
under section 521(a)(2) of the Housing Act of
1949 or agreements entered into in lieu of
debt forgiveness or payments for eligible
households as authorized by section
502(c)(6)(D) of the Housing Act of 1949,
$1,331,400,000, of which $40,000,000 shall be
available until September 30, 2020; and in ad-
dition such sums as may be necessary, as au-
thorized by section 521(c) of the Act, to lig-
uidate debt incurred prior to fiscal year 1992
to carry out the rental assistance program
under section 521(a)(2) of the Act: Provided,
That rental assistance agreements entered
into or renewed during the current fiscal
year shall be funded for a one-year period:
Provided further, That any unexpended bal-
ances remaining at the end of such one-year
agreements may be transferred and used for
purposes of any debt reduction; mainte-
nance, repair, or rehabilitation of any exist-
ing projects; preservation; and rental assist-
ance activities authorized under title V of
the Act: Provided further, That rental assist-
ance provided under agreements entered into
prior to fiscal year 2019 for a farm labor
multi-family housing project financed under
section 514 or 516 of the Act may not be re-
captured for use in another project until
such assistance has remained unused for a
period of 12 consecutive months, if such
project has a waiting list of tenants seeking
such assistance or the project has rental as-
sistance eligible tenants who are not receiv-
ing such assistance: Provided further, That
such recaptured rental assistance shall, to
the extent practicable, be applied to another
farm labor multi-family housing project fi-
nanced under section 514 or 516 of the Act:
Provided further, That except as provided in
the third proviso under this heading and not-
withstanding any other provision of the Act,
the Secretary may recapture rental assist-
ance provided under agreements entered into
prior to fiscal year 2019 for a project that the
Secretary determines no longer needs rental
assistance and use such recaptured funds for
current needs.

MULTI-FAMILY HOUSING REVITALIZATION
PROGRAM ACCOUNT

For the rural housing voucher program as
authorized under section 542 of the Housing
Act of 1949, but notwithstanding subsection
(b) of such section, and for additional costs
to conduct a demonstration program for the
preservation and revitalization of multi-fam-
ily rental housing properties described in
this paragraph, $50,000,000, to remain avail-
able until expended: Provided, That of the
funds made available under this heading,
$26,000,000, shall be available for rural hous-
ing vouchers to any low-income household
(including those not receiving rental assist-
ance) residing in a property financed with a
section 515 loan which has been prepaid after
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September 30, 2005: Provided further, That the
amount of such voucher shall be the dif-
ference between comparable market rent for
the section 515 unit and the tenant paid rent
for such unit: Provided further, That funds
made available for such vouchers shall be
subject to the availability of annual appro-
priations: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary shall, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, administer such vouchers with cur-
rent regulations and administrative guid-
ance applicable to section 8 housing vouchers
administered by the Secretary of the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development:
Provided further, That if the Secretary deter-
mines that the amount made available for
vouchers in this or any other Act is not
needed for vouchers, the Secretary may use
such funds for the demonstration program
for the preservation and revitalization of
multi-family rental housing properties de-
scribed in this paragraph: Provided further,
That of the funds made available under this
heading, $24,000,000 shall be available for a
demonstration program for the preservation
and revitalization of the sections 514, 515,
and 516 multi-family rental housing prop-
erties to restructure existing USDA multi-
family housing loans, as the Secretary deems
appropriate, expressly for the purposes of en-
suring the project has sufficient resources to
preserve the project for the purpose of pro-
viding safe and affordable housing for low-in-
come residents and farm laborers including
reducing or eliminating interest; deferring
loan payments, subordinating, reducing or
reamortizing loan debt; and other financial
assistance including advances, payments and
incentives (including the ability of owners to
obtain reasonable returns on investment) re-
quired by the Secretary: Provided further,
That the Secretary shall as part of the pres-
ervation and revitalization agreement obtain
a restrictive use agreement consistent with
the terms of the restructuring: Provided fur-
ther, That if the Secretary determines that
additional funds for vouchers described in
this paragraph are needed, funds for the pres-
ervation and revitalization demonstration
program may be used for such vouchers: Pro-
vided further, That if Congress enacts legisla-
tion to permanently authorize a multi-fam-
ily rental housing loan restructuring pro-
gram similar to the demonstration program
described herein, the Secretary may use
funds made available for the demonstration
program under this heading to carry out
such legislation with the prior approval of
the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress: Provided further, That in
addition to any other available funds, the
Secretary may expend not more than
$1,000,000 total, from the program funds made
available under this heading, for administra-
tive expenses for activities funded under this
heading.
MUTUAL AND SELF-HELP HOUSING GRANTS

For grants and contracts pursuant to sec-
tion 523(b)(1)(A) of the Housing Act of 1949 (42
U.S.C. 1490c), $30,000,000, to remain available
until expended.

RURAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE GRANTS

For grants for very low-income housing re-
pair and rural housing preservation made by
the Rural Housing Service, as authorized by
42 U.S.C. 1474, and 1490m, $40,000,000, to re-
main available until expended.

RURAL COMMUNITY FACILITIES PROGRAM
ACCOUNT
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For gross obligations for the principal
amount of direct and guaranteed loans as au-
thorized by section 306 and described in sec-
tion 381E(d)(1) of the Consolidated Farm and
Rural Development Act, $3,000,000,000 for di-
rect loans and $148,287,000 for guaranteed
loans.
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For the cost of guaranteed loans, including
the cost of modifying loans, as defined in
section 502 of the Congressional Budget Act
of 1974, $4,285,000, to remain available until
expended.

For the cost of grants for rural community
facilities programs as authorized by section
306 and described in section 381E(d)(1) of the
Consolidated Farm and Rural Development
Act, $47,778,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That $6,000,000 of the
amount appropriated under this heading
shall be available for a Rural Community
Development Initiative: Provided further,
That such funds shall be used solely to de-
velop the capacity and ability of private,
nonprofit community-based housing and
community development organizations, low-
income rural communities, and Federally
Recognized Native American Tribes to un-
dertake projects to improve housing, com-
munity facilities, community and economic
development projects in rural areas: Provided
Sfurther, That such funds shall be made avail-
able to qualified private, nonprofit and pub-
lic intermediary organizations proposing to
carry out a program of financial and tech-
nical assistance: Provided further, That such
intermediary organizations shall provide
matching funds from other sources, includ-
ing Federal funds for related activities, in an
amount not less than funds provided: Pro-
vided further, That $5,778,000 of the amount
appropriated under this heading shall be to
provide grants for facilities in rural commu-
nities with extreme unemployment and se-
vere economic depression (Public Law 106—
387), with up to 5 percent for administration
and capacity building in the State rural de-
velopment offices: Provided further, That
$4,000,000 of the amount appropriated under
this heading shall be available for commu-
nity facilities grants to tribal colleges, as
authorized by section 306(a)(19) of such Act:
Provided further, That sections 381E-H and
381N of the Consolidated Farm and Rural De-
velopment Act are not applicable to the
funds made available under this heading.

RURAL BUSINESS—COOPERATIVE SERVICE
RURAL BUSINESS PROGRAM ACCOUNT
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For the cost of loan guarantees and grants,
for the rural business development programs
authorized by section 310B and described in
subsections (a), (¢), (f) and (g) of section 310B
of the Consolidated Farm and Rural Develop-
ment Act, $69,619,000, to remain available
until expended: Provided, That of the amount
appropriated under this heading, not to ex-
ceed $500,000 shall be made available for one
grant to a qualified national organization to
provide technical assistance for rural trans-
portation in order to promote economic de-
velopment and $8,000,000 shall be for grants
to the Delta Regional Authority (7 U.S.C.
2009aa et seq.), the Northern Border Regional
Commission (40 U.S.C. 15101 et seq.), and the
Appalachian Regional Commission (40 U.S.C.
14101 et seq.) for any Rural Community Ad-
vancement Program purpose as described in
section 381E(d) of the Consolidated Farm and
Rural Development Act, of which not more
than 5 percent may be used for administra-
tive expenses: Provided further, That
$4,000,000 of the amount appropriated under
this heading shall be for business grants to
benefit Federally Recognized Native Amer-
ican Tribes, including $250,000 for a grant to
a qualified national organization to provide
technical assistance for rural transportation
in order to promote economic development:
Provided further, That sections 381E-H and
381N of the Consolidated Farm and Rural De-
velopment Act are not applicable to funds
made available under this heading.
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INTERMEDIARY RELENDING PROGRAM FUND
ACCOUNT
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For the principal amount of direct loans,
as authorized by the Intermediary Relending
Program Fund Account (7 U.S.C. 1936b),
$18,889,000.

For the cost of direct loans, $4,157,000, as
authorized by the Intermediary Relending
Program Fund Account (7 U.S.C. 1936b), of
which $557,000 shall be available through
June 30, 2019, for Federally Recognized Na-
tive American Tribes; and of which $1,072,000
shall be available through June 30, 2019, for
Mississippi Delta Region counties (as deter-
mined in accordance with Public Law 100-
460): Provided, That such costs, including the
cost of modifying such loans, shall be as de-
fined in section 502 of the Congressional
Budget Act of 1974.

In addition, for administrative expenses to
carry out the direct loan programs, $4,468,000
shall be transferred to and merged with the
appropriation for ‘‘Rural Development, Sala-
ries and Expenses’’.

RURAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT LOANS
PROGRAM ACCOUNT

For the principal amount of direct loans,
as authorized under section 313 of the Rural
Electrification Act, for the purpose of pro-
moting rural economic development and job
creation projects, $45,000,000.

The cost of grants authorized under sec-
tion 313 of the Rural Electrification Act, for
the purpose of promoting rural economic de-
velopment and job creation projects shall
not exceed $10,000,000.

RURAL COOPERATIVE DEVELOPMENT GRANTS

For rural cooperative development grants
authorized under section 310B(e) of the Con-
solidated Farm and Rural Development Act
(7 U.S.C. 1932), $30,050,000, of which $3,750,000
shall be for cooperative agreements for the
appropriate technology transfer for rural
areas program: Provided, That not to exceed
$3,000,000 shall be for grants for cooperative
development centers, individual coopera-
tives, or groups of cooperatives that serve
socially disadvantaged groups and a major-
ity of the boards of directors or governing
boards of which are comprised of individuals
who are members of socially disadvantaged
groups; and of which $17,500,000, to remain
available until expended, shall be for value-
added agricultural product market develop-
ment grants, as authorized by section 231 of
the Agricultural Risk Protection Act of 2000
(7 U.S.C. 1632a), of which $2,500,000 shall be
for Agriculture Innovation Centers author-
ized pursuant to section 6402 of Public Law
107-171.

RURAL ENERGY FOR AMERICA PROGRAM

For the cost of a program of loan guaran-
tees, under the same terms and conditions as
authorized by section 9007 of the Farm Secu-
rity and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7
U.S.C. 8107), $338,000: Provided, That the cost
of loan guarantees, including the cost of
modifying such loans, shall be as defined in
section 502 of the Congressional Budget Act
of 1974.

RURAL UTILITIES SERVICE

RURAL WATER AND WASTE DISPOSAL PROGRAM
ACCOUNT

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For the cost of direct loans, loan guaran-
tees, and grants for the rural water, waste
water, waste disposal, and solid waste man-
agement programs authorized by sections
306, 306A, 306C, 306D, 306E, and 310B and de-
scribed in sections 306C(a)(2), 306D, 306E, and
381E(d)(2) of the Consolidated Farm and
Rural Development Act, $558,183,000, to re-
main available until expended, of which not
to exceed $1,000,000 shall be available for the

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

rural utilities program described in section
306(a)(2)(B) of such Act, and of which not to
exceed $993,000 shall be available for the
rural utilities program described in section
306E of such Act: Provided, That not to ex-
ceed $15,000,000 of the amount appropriated
under this heading shall be for grants au-
thorized by section 306A(i)(2) of the Consoli-
dated Farm and Rural Development Act in
addition to funding authorized by section
306A(i)(1) of such Act and such grants may
not exceed $1,000,000 notwithstanding section
306A(f)(1) of such Act: Provided further, That
$68,000,000 of the amount appropriated under
this heading shall be for loans and grants in-
cluding water and waste disposal systems
grants authorized by section 306C(a)(2)(B)
and section 306D of the Consolidated Farm
and Rural Development Act, and Federally
Recognized Native American Tribes author-
ized by 306C(a)(1) of such Act: Provided fur-
ther, That funding provided for section 306D
of the Consolidated Farm and Rural Develop-
ment Act may be provided to a consortium
formed pursuant to section 325 of Public Law
105-83: Provided further, That not more than 2
percent of the funding provided for section
306D of the Consolidated Farm and Rural De-
velopment Act may be used by the State of
Alaska for training and technical assistance
programs and not more than 2 percent of the
funding provided for section 306D of the Con-
solidated Farm and Rural Development Act
may be used by a consortium formed pursu-
ant to section 325 of Public Law 105-83 for
training and technical assistance programs:
Provided further, That not to exceed
$40,000,000 of the amount appropriated under
this heading shall be for technical assistance
grants for rural water and waste systems
pursuant to section 306(a)(14) of such Act, un-
less the Secretary makes a determination of
extreme need, of which $8,000,000 shall be
made available for a grant to a qualified
nonprofit multi-State regional technical as-
sistance organization, with experience in
working with small communities on water
and waste water problems, the principal pur-
pose of such grant shall be to assist rural
communities with populations of 3,300 or
less, in improving the planning, financing,
development, operation, and management of
water and waste water systems, and of which
not less than $800,000 shall be for a qualified
national Native American organization to
provide technical assistance for rural water
systems for tribal communities: Provided fur-
ther, That not to exceed $19,000,000 of the
amount appropriated under this heading
shall be for contracting with qualified na-
tional organizations for a circuit rider pro-
gram to provide technical assistance for
rural water systems: Provided further, That
not to exceed $4,000,000 shall be for solid
waste management grants: Provided further,
That $10,000,000 of the amount appropriated
under this heading shall be transferred to,
and merged with, the Rural Utilities Service,
High Energy Cost Grants Account to provide
grants authorized under section 19 of the
Rural Electrification Act of 1936 (7 U.S.C.
918a): Provided further, That any prior year
balances for high-energy cost grants author-
ized by section 19 of the Rural Electrifica-
tion Act of 1936 (7 U.S.C. 918a) shall be trans-
ferred to and merged with the Rural Utilities
Service, High Energy Cost Grants Account:
Provided further, That sections 381E-H and
381N of the Consolidated Farm and Rural De-
velopment Act are not applicable to the
funds made available under this heading.
RURAL ELECTRIFICATION AND TELECOMMUNI-
CATIONS LOANS PROGRAM ACCOUNT
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

The principal amount of direct and guaran-
teed loans as authorized by sections 305, 306,
and 317 of the Rural Electrification Act of

H381

1936 (7 U.S.C. 935, 936, and 940g) shall be made
as follows: loans made pursuant to sections
305, 306, and 317, notwithstanding 317(c), of
that Act, rural electric, $5,500,000,000; guar-
anteed underwriting loans pursuant to sec-
tion 313A, $750,000,000; 5 percent rural tele-
communications loans, cost of money rural
telecommunications loans, and for loans
made pursuant to section 306 of that Act,
rural telecommunications loans, $690,000,000:
Provided, That up to $2,000,000,000 shall be
used for the construction, acquisition, design
and engineering or improvement of fossil-
fueled electric generating plants (whether
new or existing) that utilize carbon sub-
surface utilization and storage systems.

For the cost of direct loans as authorized
by section 305 of the Rural Electrification
Act of 1936 (7 U.S.C. 935), including the cost
of modifying loans, as defined in section 502
of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974, cost
of money rural telecommunications loans,
$1,725,000.

In addition, for administrative expenses
necessary to carry out the direct and guar-
anteed loan programs, $33,270,000, which shall
be transferred to and merged with the appro-
priation for ‘‘Rural Development, Salaries
and Expenses’.

DISTANCE LEARNING, TELEMEDICINE, AND
BROADBAND PROGRAM

For the principal amount of broadband
telecommunication loans, $29,851,000.

For grants for telemedicine and distance
learning services in rural areas, as author-
ized by 7 U.S.C. 950aaa et seq., $33,000,000, to
remain available until expended: Provided,
That $3,000,000 shall be made available for
grants authorized by 379G of the Consoli-
dated Farm and Rural Development Act: Pro-
vided further, That funding provided under
this heading for grants under 379G of the
Consolidated Farm and Rural Development
Act may only be provided to entities that
meet all of the eligibility criteria for a con-
sortium as established by this section.

For the cost of broadband loans, as author-
ized by section 601 of the Rural Electrifica-
tion Act, $5,830,000, to remain available until
expended: Provided, That the cost of direct
loans shall be as defined in section 502 of the
Congressional Budget Act of 1974.

In addition, $30,000,000, to remain available
until expended, for a grant program to fi-
nance broadband transmission in rural areas
eligible for Distance Learning and Telemedi-
cine Program benefits authorized by 7 U.S.C.
950aaa.

RURAL HEALTH AND SAFETY EDUCATION
PROGRAMS

Any funds provided by this Act for rural
health and safety education programs au-
thorized under section 502(i) of the Rural De-
velopment Act of 1972 (7 U.S.C. 2662(i)) may
be used under those programs to address the
opioid abuse epidemic and to combat opioid
abuse in rural communities.

TITLE IV
DOMESTIC FOOD PROGRAMS
OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR FOOD,
NUTRITION, AND CONSUMER SERVICES

For necessary expenses of the Office of the
Under Secretary for Food, Nutrition, and
Consumer Services, $800,000: Provided, That
funds made available by this Act to an agen-
cy in the Food, Nutrition and Consumer
Services mission area for salaries and ex-
penses are available to fund up to one admin-
istrative support staff for the Office.

FOOD AND NUTRITION SERVICE
CHILD NUTRITION PROGRAMS
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses to carry out the
Richard B. Russell National School Lunch
Act (42 U.S.C. 1751 et seq.), except section 21,
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and the Child Nutrition Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C.
1771 et seq.), except sections 17 and 21;
$23,184,012,000 to remain available through
September 30, 2020, of which such sums as are
made available under section 14222(b)(1) of
the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of
2008 (Public Law 110-246), as amended by this
Act, shall be merged with and available for
the same time period and purposes as pro-
vided herein: Provided, That of the total
amount available, $17,004,000 shall be avail-
able to carry out section 19 of the Child Nu-
trition Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 1771 et seq.):
Provided further, That of the total amount
available, $30,000,000 shall be available to
provide competitive grants to State agencies
for subgrants to local educational agencies
and schools to purchase the equipment, with
a value of greater than $1,000, needed to
serve healthier meals, improve food safety,
and to help support the establishment, main-
tenance, or expansion of the school breakfast
program: Provided further, That of the total
amount available, $28,000,000 shall remain
available until expended to carry out section
749(g) of the Agriculture Appropriations Act
of 2010 (Public Law 111-80): Provided further,
That section 26(d) of the Richard B. Russell
National School Lunch Act (42 TU.S.C.
1769g(d)) is amended in the first sentence by
striking ‘2010 through 2018 and inserting
¢2010 through 2019’: Provided further, That
section 9(h)(3) of the Richard B. Russell Na-
tional School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1758(h)(3))
is amended in the first sentence by striking
“for fiscal year 2018’ and inserting ‘‘for fis-
cal year 2019°’: Provided further, That section
9(h)(4) of the Richard B. Russell National
School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1758(h)(4)) is
amended in the first sentence by striking
“for fiscal year 2018 and inserting ‘‘for fis-
cal year 2019,

SPECIAL SUPPLEMENTAL NUTRITION PROGRAM

FOR WOMEN, INFANTS, AND CHILDREN (WIC)

For necessary expenses to carry out the
special supplemental nutrition program as
authorized by section 17 of the Child Nutri-
tion Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 1786), $6,150,000,000,
to remain available through September 30,
2020, of which $25,000,000 shall be placed in re-
serve, to remain available until expended, to
be allocated as the Secretary deemed nec-
essary, notwithstanding section 17(i) of such
Act, to support participation should cost or
participation exceed budget estimates: Pro-
vided, That notwithstanding section 17(h)(10)
of the Child Nutrition Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C.
1786(h)(10)), not less than $67,500,000 shall be
used for breastfeeding peer counselors and
other related activities, and $19,000,000 shall
be used for infrastructure, of which $5,000,000
shall be for competitive grants to promote
breastfeeding and improved nutritional
health through technologies and services, in-
cluding telemedicine: Provided further, That
none of the funds provided in this account
shall be available for the purchase of infant
formula except in accordance with the cost
containment and competitive bidding re-
quirements specified in section 17 of such
Act: Provided further, That none of the funds
provided shall be available for activities that
are not fully reimbursed by other Federal
Government departments or agencies unless
authorized by section 17 of such Act: Pro-
vided further, That upon termination of a fed-
erally mandated vendor moratorium and
subject to terms and conditions established
by the Secretary, the Secretary may waive
the requirement at 7 CFR 246.12(g)(6) at the
request of a State agency.

SUPPLEMENTAL NUTRITION ASSISTANCE
PROGRAM

For necessary expenses to carry out the
Food and Nutrition Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2011
et seq.), $73,219,274,000, of which $3,000,000,000,
to remain available through December 31,
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2020, shall be placed in reserve for use only in
such amounts and at such times as may be-
come necessary to carry out program oper-
ations: Provided, That funds provided herein
shall be expended in accordance with section
16 of the Food and Nutrition Act of 2008: Pro-
vided further, That of the funds made avail-
able under this heading, $998,000 may be used
to provide nutrition education services to
State agencies and Federally Recognized
Tribes participating in the Food Distribution
Program on Indian Reservations: Provided
further, That this appropriation shall be sub-
ject to any work registration or workfare re-
quirements as may be required by law: Pro-
vided further, That funds made available for
Employment and Training under this head-
ing shall remain available through Sep-
tember 30, 2020: Provided further, That funds
made available under this heading for sec-
tion 28(d)(1), section 4(b), and section 27(a) of
the Food and Nutrition Act of 2008 shall re-
main available through September 30, 2020:
Provided further, That none of the funds made
available under this heading may be obli-
gated or expended in contravention of sec-
tion 213A of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1183A): Provided further,
That funds made available under this head-
ing may be used to enter into contracts and
employ staff to conduct studies, evaluations,
or to conduct activities related to program
integrity provided that such activities are
authorized by the Food and Nutrition Act of
2008.
COMMODITY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

For necessary expenses to carry out dis-
aster assistance and the Commodity Supple-
mental Food Program as authorized by sec-
tion 4(a) of the Agriculture and Consumer
Protection Act of 1973 (7 U.S.C. 612c note);
the Emergency Food Assistance Act of 1983;
special assistance for the nuclear affected is-
lands, as authorized by section 103(f)(2) of the
Compact of Free Association Amendments
Act of 2003 (Public Law 108-188); and the
Farmers’ Market Nutrition Program, as au-
thorized by section 17(m) of the Child Nutri-
tion Act of 1966, $322,139,000, to remain avail-
able through September 30, 2020: Provided,
That none of these funds shall be available
to reimburse the Commodity Credit Corpora-
tion for commodities donated to the pro-
gram: Provided further, That notwithstanding
any other provision of law, effective with
funds made available in fiscal year 2019 to
support the Seniors Farmers’ Market Nutri-
tion Program, as authorized by section 4402
of the Farm Security and Rural Investment
Act of 2002, such funds shall remain available
through September 30, 2020: Provided further,
That of the funds made available under sec-
tion 27(a) of the Food and Nutrition Act of
2008 (7 U.S.C. 2036(a)), the Secretary may use
up to 15 percent for costs associated with the
distribution of commodities.

NUTRITION PROGRAMS ADMINISTRATION

For necessary administrative expenses of
the Food and Nutrition Service for carrying
out any domestic nutrition assistance pro-
gram, $164,688,000: Provided, That of the funds
provided herein, $2,000,000 shall be used for
the purposes of section 4404 of Public Law
107-171, as amended by section 4401 of Public
Law 110-246.

TITLE V
FOREIGN ASSISTANCE AND RELATED
PROGRAMS
OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR TRADE
AND FOREIGN AGRICULTURAL AFFAIRS

For necessary expenses of the Office of the
Under Secretary for Trade and Foreign Agri-
cultural Affairs, $875,000: Provided, That
funds made available by this Act to any
agency in the Trade and Foreign Agricul-
tural Affairs mission area for salaries and
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expenses are available to fund up to one ad-
ministrative support staff for the Office.
OFFICE OF CODEX ALIMENTARIUS

For necessary expenses of the Office of
Codex Alimentarius, $3,976,000, including not
to exceed $40,000 for official reception and
representation expenses.

FOREIGN AGRICULTURAL SERVICE
SALARIES AND EXPENSES
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses of the Foreign Ag-
ricultural Service, including not to exceed
$250,000 for representation allowances and for
expenses pursuant to section 8 of the Act ap-
proved August 3, 1956 (7 TU.S.C. 1766),
$212,230,000, of which no more than 6 percent
shall remain available until September 30,
2020, for overseas operations to include the
payment of locally employed staff: Provided,
That the Service may utilize advances of
funds, or reimburse this appropriation for ex-
penditures made on behalf of Federal agen-
cies, public and private organizations and in-
stitutions under agreements executed pursu-
ant to the agricultural food production as-
sistance programs (7 U.S.C. 1737) and the for-
eign assistance programs of the TUnited
States Agency for International Develop-
ment: Provided further, That funds made
available for middle-income country training
programs, funds made available for the
Borlaug International Agricultural Science
and Technology Fellowship program, and up
to $2,000,000 of the Foreign Agricultural
Service appropriation solely for the purpose
of offsetting fluctuations in international
currency exchange rates, subject to docu-
mentation by the Foreign Agricultural Serv-
ice, shall remain available until expended.

FOOD FOR PEACE TITLE I DIRECT CREDIT AND

FOOD FOR PROGRESS PROGRAM ACCOUNT
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For administrative expenses to carry out
the credit program of title I, Food for Peace
Act (Public Law 83-480) and the Food for
Progress Act of 1985, $142,000, shall be trans-
ferred to and merged with the appropriation
for ‘“Farm Service Agency, Salaries and Ex-
penses’’.

FOOD FOR PEACE TITLE II GRANTS

For expenses during the current fiscal
year, not otherwise recoverable, and unre-
covered prior years’ costs, including interest
thereon, under the Food for Peace Act (Pub-
lic Law 83-480), for commodities supplied in
connection with dispositions abroad under
title II of said Act, $1,716,000,000, to remain
available until expended.

MCGOVERN-DOLE INTERNATIONAL FOOD FOR
EDUCATION AND CHILD NUTRITION PROGRAM
GRANTS
For necessary expenses to carry out the

provisions of section 3107 of the Farm Secu-

rity and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7

U.S.C. 17360-1), $210,255,000, to remain avail-

able until expended: Provided, That the Com-

modity Credit Corporation is authorized to
provide the services, facilities, and authori-
ties for the purpose of implementing such
section, subject to reimbursement from
amounts provided herein: Provided further,

That of the amount made available under

this heading, $15,000,000, shall remain avail-

able until expended for necessary expenses to
carry out the provisions of section 3207 of the

Agricultural Act of 2014 (7 U.S.C. 1726¢c).

COMMODITY CREDIT CORPORATION EXPORT

(LOANS) CREDIT GUARANTEE PROGRAM ACCOUNT

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS)

For administrative expenses to carry out
the Commodity Credit Corporation’s Export
Guarantee Program, GSM 102 and GSM 103,
$8,845,000; to cover common overhead ex-
penses as permitted by section 11 of the Com-
modity Credit Corporation Charter Act and
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in conformity with the Federal Credit Re-
form Act of 1990, of which $6,382,000 shall be
transferred to and merged with the appro-
priation for ‘“Foreign Agricultural Service,
Salaries and Expenses’”, and of which
$2,463,000 shall be transferred to and merged
with the appropriation for ‘“‘Farm Service
Agency, Salaries and Expenses’’.
TITLE VI

RELATED AGENCY AND FOOD AND DRUG

ADMINISTRATION

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN
SERVICES

FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses of the Food and
Drug Administration, including hire and pur-
chase of passenger motor vehicles; for pay-
ment of space rental and related costs pursu-
ant to Public Law 92-313 for programs and
activities of the Food and Drug Administra-
tion which are included in this Act; for rent-
al of special purpose space in the District of
Columbia or elsewhere; in addition to
amounts appropriated to the FDA Innova-
tion Account, for carrying out the activities
described in section 1002(b)(4) of the 21st Cen-
tury Cures Act (Public Law 114-255); for mis-
cellaneous and emergency expenses of en-
forcement activities, authorized and ap-
proved by the Secretary and to be accounted
for solely on the Secretary’s certificate, not
to exceed $25,000; and notwithstanding sec-
tion 521 of Public Law 107-188; $5,419,299,000:
Provided, That of the amount provided under
this heading, $960,568,000 shall be derived
from prescription drug user fees authorized
by 21 U.S.C. 379h, and shall be credited to
this account and remain available until ex-
pended; $196,668,000 shall be derived from
medical device user fees authorized by 21
U.S.C. 379j, and shall be credited to this ac-
count and remain available until expended;
$501,396,000 shall be derived from human ge-
neric drug user fees authorized by 21 U.S.C.
379j-42, and shall be credited to this account
and remain available until expended;
$40,922,000 shall be derived from biosimilar
biological product user fees authorized by 21
U.S.C. 379j-52, and shall be credited to this
account and remain available until ex-
pended; $30,331,000 shall be derived from ani-
mal drug user fees authorized by 21 U.S.C.
379j-12, and shall be credited to this account
and remain available until expended;
$18,336,000 shall be derived from generic new
animal drug user fees authorized by 21 U.S.C.
379j-21, and shall be credited to this account
and remain available until expended;
$712,000,000 shall be derived from tobacco
product user fees authorized by 21 U.S.C.
387s, and shall be credited to this account
and remain available until expended: Pro-
vided further, That in addition to and not-
withstanding any other provision under this
heading, amounts collected for prescription
drug user fees, medical device user fees,
human generic drug user fees, biosimilar bio-
logical product user fees, animal drug user
fees, and generic new animal drug user fees
that exceed the respective fiscal year 2019
limitations are appropriated and shall be
credited to this account and remain avail-
able until expended: Provided further, That
fees derived from prescription drug, medical
device, human generic drug, biosimilar bio-
logical product, animal drug, and generic
new animal drug assessments for fiscal year
2019, including any such fees collected prior
to fiscal year 2019 but credited for fiscal year
2019, shall be subject to the fiscal year 2019
limitations: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary may accept payment during fiscal
year 2019 of user fees specified under this
heading and authorized for fiscal year 2020,
prior to the due date for such fees, and that
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amounts of such fees assessed for fiscal year
2020 for which the Secretary accepts pay-
ment in fiscal year 2019 shall not be included
in amounts under this heading: Provided fur-
ther, That none of these funds shall be used
to develop, establish, or operate any program
of user fees authorized by 31 U.S.C. 9701: Pro-
vided further, That of the total amount ap-
propriated: (1) $1,052,315,000 shall be for the
Center for Food Safety and Applied Nutri-
tion and related field activities in the Office
of Regulatory Affairs, of which no less than
$15,000,000 shall be used for inspections of for-
eign seafood manufacturers and field exami-
nations of imported seafood; (2) $1,720,807,000
shall be for the Center for Drug Evaluation
and Research and related field activities in
the Office of Regulatory Affairs; (3)
$369,857,000 shall be for the Center for Bio-
logics Evaluation and Research and for re-
lated field activities in the Office of Regu-
latory Affairs; (4) $216,914,000 shall be for the
Center for Veterinary Medicine and for re-
lated field activities in the Office of Regu-
latory Affairs; (5) $495,988,000 shall be for the
Center for Devices and Radiological Health
and for related field activities in the Office
of Regulatory Affairs; (6) $65,5631,000 shall be
for the National Center for Toxicological Re-
search; (7) $662,043,000 shall be for the Center
for Tobacco Products and for related field
activities in the Office of Regulatory Affairs;
(8) not to exceed $174,751,000 shall be for Rent
and Related activities, of which $50,987,000 is
for White Oak Consolidation, other than the
amounts paid to the General Services Ad-
ministration for rent; (9) not to exceed
$240,887,000 shall be for payments to the Gen-
eral Services Administration for rent; and
(10) $420,206,000 shall be for other activities,
including the Office of the Commissioner of
Food and Drugs, the Office of Foods and Vet-
erinary Medicine, the Office of Medical and
Tobacco Products, the Office of Global and
Regulatory Policy, the Office of Operations,
the Office of the Chief Scientist, and central
services for these offices: Provided further,
That not to exceed $25,000 of this amount
shall be for official reception and representa-
tion expenses, not otherwise provided for, as
determined by the Commissioner: Provided
further, That any transfer of funds pursuant
to section 770(n) of the Federal Food, Drug,
and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 379dd(n)) shall
only be from amounts made available under
this heading for other activities: Provided
further, That of the amounts that are made
available under this heading for ‘‘other ac-
tivities”, and that are not derived from user
fees, $1,500,000 shall be transferred to and
merged with the appropriation for ‘‘Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services—Office
of Inspector General’” for oversight of the
programs and operations of the Food and
Drug Administration and shall be in addition
to funds otherwise made available for over-
sight of the Food and Drug Administration:
Provided further, That funds may be trans-
ferred from one specified activity to another
with the prior approval of the Committees
on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress.

In addition, mammography user fees au-
thorized by 42 U.S.C. 263b, export certifi-
cation user fees authorized by 21 U.S.C. 381,
priority review user fees authorized by 21
U.S.C. 360n and 360ff, food and feed recall
fees, food reinspection fees, and voluntary
qualified importer program fees authorized
by 21 U.S.C. 379j-31, outsourcing facility fees
authorized by 21 U.S.C. 379j-62, prescription
drug wholesale distributor licensing and in-
spection fees authorized by 21 U.S.C.
3563(e)(3), third-party logistics provider li-
censing and inspection fees authorized by 21
U.S.C. 360eee-3(c)(1), third-party auditor fees
authorized by 21 U.S.C. 384d(c)(8), and med-
ical countermeasure priority review voucher
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user fees authorized by 21 U.S.C. 360bbb-4a,
shall be credited to this account, to remain
available until expended.
BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES

For plans, construction, repair, improve-
ment, extension, alteration, demolition, and
purchase of fixed equipment or facilities of
or used by the Food and Drug Administra-

tion, where not otherwise provided,
$11,788,000, to remain available until ex-
pended.

FDA INNOVATION ACCOUNT, CURES ACT

For necessary expenses to carry out the
purposes described under section 1002(b)(4) of
the 21st Century Cures Act, in addition to
amounts available for such purposes under
the heading ‘‘Salaries and Expenses”’,
$70,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That amounts appropriated
in this paragraph are appropriated pursuant
to section 1002(b)(3) of the 21st Century Cures
Act, are to be derived from amounts trans-
ferred under section 1002(b)(2)(A) of such Act,
and may be transferred by the Commissioner
of Food and Drugs to the appropriation for
“Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices—Food and Drug Administration—Sala-
ries and Expenses’ solely for the purposes
provided in such Act: Provided further, That
upon a determination by the Commissioner
that funds transferred pursuant to the pre-
vious proviso are not necessary for the pur-
poses provided, such amounts may be trans-
ferred back to the account: Provided further,
That such transfer authority is in addition
to any other transfer authority provided by
law.

INDEPENDENT AGENCY
FARM CREDIT ADMINISTRATION

LIMITATION ON ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES

Not to exceed $74,600,000 (from assessments
collected from farm credit institutions, in-
cluding the Federal Agricultural Mortgage
Corporation) shall be obligated during the
current fiscal year for administrative ex-
penses as authorized under 12 U.S.C. 2249:
Provided, That this limitation shall not
apply to expenses associated with receiver-
ships: Provided further, That the agency may
exceed this limitation by up to 10 percent
with notification to the Committees on Ap-
propriations of both Houses of Congress.

TITLE VII
GENERAL PROVISIONS

(INCLUDING RESCISSIONS AND TRANSFERS OF
FUNDS)

SEC. 701. Within the unit limit of cost fixed
by law, appropriations and authorizations
made for the Department of Agriculture for
the current fiscal year under this Act shall
be available for the purchase, in addition to
those specifically provided for, of not to ex-
ceed 71 passenger motor vehicles of which 68
shall be for replacement only, and for the
hire of such vehicles: Provided, That notwith-
standing this section, the only purchase of
new passenger vehicles shall be for those de-
termined by the Secretary to be necessary
for transportation safety, to reduce oper-
ational costs, and for the protection of life,
property, and public safety.

SEC. 702. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this Act, the Secretary of Agriculture
may transfer unobligated balances of discre-
tionary funds appropriated by this Act or
any other available unobligated discre-
tionary balances that are remaining avail-
able of the Department of Agriculture to the
Working Capital Fund for the acquisition of
plant and capital equipment necessary for
the delivery of financial, administrative, and
information technology services of primary
benefit to the agencies of the Department of
Agriculture, such transferred funds to re-
main available until expended: Provided,
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That none of the funds made available by
this Act or any other Act shall be trans-
ferred to the Working Capital Fund without
the prior approval of the agency adminis-
trator: Provided further, That none of the
funds transferred to the Working Capital
Fund pursuant to this section shall be avail-
able for obligation without written notifica-
tion to and the prior approval of the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress: Provided further, That none of the
funds appropriated by this Act or made
available to the Department’s Working Cap-
ital Fund shall be available for obligation or
expenditure to make any changes to the De-
partment’s National Finance Center without
written notification to and prior approval of
the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress as required by section 717
of this Act: Provided further, That none of the
funds appropriated by this Act or made
available to the Department’s Working Cap-
ital Fund shall be available for obligation or
expenditure to initiate, plan, develop, imple-
ment, or make any changes to remove or re-
locate any systems, missions, or functions of
the offices of the Chief Financial Officer or
any personnel from the National Finance
Center prior to written notification to and
prior approval of the Committee on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress and in
accordance with the requirements of section
717 of this Act: Provided further, That the
Secretary of Agriculture and the offices of
the Chief Financial Officer shall actively
market to existing and new Departments and
other government agencies National Finance
Center shared services including, but not
limited to, payroll, financial management,
and human capital shared services and allow
the National Finance Center to perform
technology upgrades: Provided further, That
of annual income amounts in the Working
Capital Fund of the Department of Agri-
culture attributable to the amounts in ex-
cess of the true costs of the shared services
provided by the National Finance Center and
budgeted for the National Finance Center,
the Secretary shall reserve not more than 4
percent for the replacement or acquisition of
capital equipment, including equipment for
the improvement, delivery, and implementa-
tion of financial, administrative, and infor-
mation technology services, and other sys-
tems of the National Finance Center or to
pay any unforeseen, extraordinary cost of
the National Finance Center: Provided fur-
ther, That none of the amounts reserved
shall be available for obligation unless the
Secretary submits written notification of
the obligation to the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress: Pro-
vided further, That the limitations on the ob-
ligation of funds pending notification to
Congressional Committees shall not apply to
any obligation that, as determined by the
Secretary, is necessary to respond to a de-
clared state of emergency that significantly
impacts the operations of the National Fi-
nance Center; or to evacuate employees of
the National Finance Center to a safe haven
to continue operations of the National Fi-
nance Center.

SEC. 703. No part of any appropriation con-
tained in this Act shall remain available for
obligation beyond the current fiscal year un-
less expressly so provided herein.

SEC. 704. No funds appropriated by this Act
may be used to pay negotiated indirect cost
rates on cooperative agreements or similar
arrangements between the United States De-
partment of Agriculture and nonprofit insti-
tutions in excess of 10 percent of the total di-
rect cost of the agreement when the purpose
of such cooperative arrangements is to carry
out programs of mutual interest between the
two parties. This does not preclude appro-
priate payment of indirect costs on grants
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and contracts with such institutions when
such indirect costs are computed on a simi-
lar basis for all agencies for which appropria-
tions are provided in this Act.

SEC. 705. Appropriations to the Department
of Agriculture for the cost of direct and
guaranteed loans made available in the cur-
rent fiscal year shall remain available until
expended to disburse obligations made in the
current fiscal year for the following ac-
counts: the Rural Development Loan Fund
program account, the Rural Electrification
and Telecommunication Loans program ac-
count, and the Rural Housing Insurance
Fund program account.

SEC. 706. None of the funds made available
to the Department of Agriculture by this Act
may be used to acquire new information
technology systems or significant upgrades,
as determined by the Office of the Chief In-
formation Officer, without the approval of
the Chief Information Officer and the con-
currence of the Executive Information Tech-
nology Investment Review Board: Provided,
That notwithstanding any other provision of
law, none of the funds appropriated or other-
wise made available by this Act may be
transferred to the Office of the Chief Infor-
mation Officer without written notification
to and the prior approval of the Committees
on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress: Provided further, That, notwith-
standing section 11319 of title 40, United
States Code, none of the funds available to
the Department of Agriculture for informa-
tion technology shall be obligated for
projects, contracts, or other agreements over
$25,000 prior to receipt of written approval by
the Chief Information Officer: Provided fur-
ther, That the Chief Information Officer may
authorize an agency to obligate funds with-
out written approval from the Chief Informa-
tion Officer for projects, contracts, or other
agreements up to $250,000 based upon the per-
formance of an agency measured against the
performance plan requirements described in
the explanatory statement accompanying
Public Law 113-235.

SEC. 707. Funds made available under sec-
tion 524(b) of the Federal Crop Insurance Act
(7 U.S.C. 1524(b)) in the current fiscal year
shall remain available until expended to dis-
burse obligations made in the current fiscal
year.

SEC. 708. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, any former RUS borrower that
has repaid or prepaid an insured, direct or
guaranteed loan under the Rural Electrifica-
tion Act of 1936, or any not-for-profit utility
that is eligible to receive an insured or di-
rect loan under such Act, shall be eligible for
assistance under section 313(b)(2)(B) of such
Act in the same manner as a borrower under
such Act.

SEC. 709. Except as otherwise specifically
provided by law, not more than $20,000,000 in
unobligated balances from appropriations
made available for salaries and expenses in
this Act for the Farm Service Agency shall
remain available through September 30, 2020,
for information technology expenses: Pro-
vided, That except as otherwise specifically
provided by law, unobligated balances from
appropriations made available for salaries
and expenses in this Act for the Rural Devel-
opment mission area shall remain available
through September 30, 2020, for information
technology expenses.

SEC. 710. None of the funds appropriated or
otherwise made available by this Act may be
used for first-class travel by the employees
of agencies funded by this Act in contraven-
tion of sections 301-10.122 through 301-10.124
of title 41, Code of Federal Regulations.

SEC. 711. In the case of each program estab-
lished or amended by the Agricultural Act of
2014 (Public Law 113-79), other than by title
I or subtitle A of title IIT of such Act, or pro-
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grams for which indefinite amounts were
provided in that Act, that is authorized or
required to be carried out using funds of the
Commodity Credit Corporation—

(1) such funds shall be available for salaries
and related administrative expenses, includ-
ing technical assistance, associated with the
implementation of the program, without re-
gard to the limitation on the total amount
of allotments and fund transfers contained in
section 11 of the Commodity Credit Corpora-
tion Charter Act (156 U.S.C. 714i); and

(2) the use of such funds for such purpose
shall not be considered to be a fund transfer
or allotment for purposes of applying the
limitation on the total amount of allotments
and fund transfers contained in such section.

SEC. T12. Of the funds made available by
this Act, not more than $2,900,000 shall be
used to cover necessary expenses of activi-
ties related to all advisory committees, pan-
els, commissions, and task forces of the De-
partment of Agriculture, except for panels
used to comply with negotiated rule makings
and panels used to evaluate competitively
awarded grants.

SEC. 713. None of the funds in this Act shall
be available to pay indirect costs charged
against any agricultural research, education,
or extension grant awards issued by the Na-
tional Institute of Food and Agriculture that
exceed 30 percent of total Federal funds pro-
vided under each award: Provided, That not-
withstanding section 1462 of the National Ag-
ricultural Research, Extension, and Teach-
ing Policy Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 3310), funds
provided by this Act for grants awarded com-
petitively by the National Institute of Food
and Agriculture shall be available to pay full
allowable indirect costs for each grant
awarded under section 9 of the Small Busi-
ness Act (15 U.S.C. 638).

SEC. 714. (a) None of the funds made avail-
able in this Act may be used to maintain or
establish a computer network unless such
network blocks the viewing, downloading,
and exchanging of pornography.

(b) Nothing in subsection (a) shall limit
the use of funds necessary for any Federal,
State, tribal, or local law enforcement agen-
cy or any other entity carrying out criminal
investigations, prosecution, or adjudication
activities.

SEC. 715. Notwithstanding subsection (b) of
section 14222 of Public Law 110-246 (7 U.S.C.
612c—6; in this section referred to as ‘‘section
14222”°), none of the funds appropriated or
otherwise made available by this or any
other Act shall be used to pay the salaries
and expenses of personnel to carry out a pro-
gram under section 32 of the Act of August
24, 1935 (7 U.S.C. 612c; in this section referred
to as ‘‘section 32”’) in excess of $1,299,600,000
(exclusive of carryover appropriations from
prior fiscal years), as follows: Child Nutri-
tion Programs Entitlement Commodities—
$485,000,000; State Option  Contracts—
$5,000,000; Removal of Defective Commod-
ities—$2,500,000; Administration of Section 32
Commodity Purchases—$35,853,000: Provided,
That of the total funds made available in the
matter preceding this proviso that remain
unobligated on October 1, 2019, such unobli-
gated balances shall carryover into fiscal
year 2020 and shall remain available until ex-
pended for any of the purposes of section 32,
except that any such carryover funds used in
accordance with clause (3) of section 32 may
not exceed $350,000,000 and may not be obli-
gated until the Secretary of Agriculture pro-
vides written notification of the expendi-
tures to the Committees on Appropriations
of both Houses of Congress at least two
weeks in advance: Provided further, That,
with the exception of any available carry-
over funds authorized in any prior appropria-
tions Act to be used for the purposes of
clause (3) of section 32, none of the funds ap-
propriated or otherwise made available by
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this or any other Act shall be used to pay the
salaries or expenses of any employee of the
Department of Agriculture to carry out
clause (3) of section 32.

SEC. 716. None of the funds appropriated by
this or any other Act shall be used to pay the
salaries and expenses of personnel who pre-
pare or submit appropriations language as
part of the President’s budget submission to
the Congress for programs under the juris-
diction of the Appropriations Subcommit-
tees on Agriculture, Rural Development,
Food and Drug Administration, and Related
Agencies that assumes revenues or reflects a
reduction from the previous year due to user
fees proposals that have not been enacted
into law prior to the submission of the budg-
et unless such budget submission identifies
which additional spending reductions should
occur in the event the user fees proposals are
not enacted prior to the date of the con-
vening of a committee of conference for the
fiscal year 2020 appropriations Act.

SEC. 717. (a) None of the funds provided by
this Act, or provided by previous appropria-
tions Acts to the agencies funded by this Act
that remain available for obligation or ex-
penditure in the current fiscal year, or pro-
vided from any accounts in the Treasury de-
rived by the collection of fees available to
the agencies funded by this Act, shall be
available for obligation or expenditure
through a reprogramming, transfer of funds,
or reimbursements as authorized by the
Economy Act, or in the case of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, through use of the au-
thority provided by section 702(b) of the De-
partment of Agriculture Organic Act of 1944
(7 U.S.C. 2257) or section 8 of Public Law 89—
106 (7 U.S.C. 2263), that—

(1) creates new programs;

(2) eliminates a program, project, or activ-
ity;

(3) increases funds or personnel by any
means for any project or activity for which
funds have been denied or restricted;

(4) relocates an office or employees;

(5) reorganizes offices, programs, or activi-
ties; or

(6) contracts out or privatizes any func-
tions or activities presently performed by
Federal employees;
unless the Secretary of Agriculture, or the
Secretary of Health and Human Services (as
the case may be) notifies in writing and re-
ceives approval from the Committees on Ap-
propriations of both Houses of Congress at
least 30 days in advance of the reprogram-
ming of such funds or the use of such author-
ity.

(b) None of the funds provided by this Act,
or provided by previous Appropriations Acts
to the agencies funded by this Act that re-
main available for obligation or expenditure
in the current fiscal year, or provided from
any accounts in the Treasury derived by the
collection of fees available to the agencies
funded by this Act, shall be available for ob-
ligation or expenditure for activities, pro-
grams, or projects through a reprogramming
or use of the authorities referred to in sub-
section (a) involving funds in excess of
$500,000 or 10 percent, whichever is less,
that—

(1) augments existing programs, projects,
or activities;

(2) reduces by 10 percent funding for any
existing program, project, or activity, or
numbers of personnel by 10 percent as ap-
proved by Congress; or

(3) results from any general savings from a
reduction in personnel which would result in
a change in existing programs, activities, or
projects as approved by Congress; unless the
Secretary of Agriculture or the Secretary of
Health and Human Services (as the case may
be) notifies in writing and receives approval
from the Committees on Appropriations of
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both Houses of Congress at least 30 days in
advance of the reprogramming or transfer of
such funds or the use of such authority.

(c) The Secretary of Agriculture or the
Secretary of Health and Human Services
shall notify in writing and receive approval
from the Committees on Appropriations of
both Houses of Congress before imple-
menting any program or activity not carried
out during the previous fiscal year unless the
program or activity is funded by this Act or
specifically funded by any other Act.

(d) None of the funds provided by this Act,
or provided by previous Appropriations Acts
to the agencies funded by this Act that re-
main available for obligation or expenditure
in the current fiscal year, or provided from
any accounts in the Treasury derived by the
collection of fees available to the agencies
funded by this Act, shall be available for—

(1) modifying major capital investments
funding levels, including information tech-
nology systems, that involves increasing or
decreasing funds in the current fiscal year
for the individual investment in excess of
$500,000 or 10 percent of the total cost, which-
ever is less;

(2) realigning or reorganizing new, current,
or vacant positions or agency activities or
functions to establish a center, office,
branch, or similar entity with five or more
personnel; or

(3) carrying out activities or functions that
were not described in the budget request; un-
less the agencies funded by this Act notify,
in writing, the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress at least 30
days in advance of using the funds for these
purposes.

(e) As described in this section, no funds
may be used for any activities unless the
Secretary of Agriculture or the Secretary of
Health and Human Services receives from
the Committee on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress written or electronic
mail confirmation of receipt of the notifica-
tion as required in this section.

SEC. 718. Notwithstanding section
310B(g)(56) of the Consolidated Farm and
Rural Development Act (7 U.S.C. 1932(2)(5)),
the Secretary may assess a one-time fee for
any guaranteed business and industry loan
in an amount that does not exceed 3 percent
of the guaranteed principal portion of the
loan.

SEC. 719. None of the funds appropriated or
otherwise made available to the Department
of Agriculture, the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration, or the Farm Credit Administration
shall be used to transmit or otherwise make
available reports, questions, or responses to
questions that are a result of information re-
quested for the appropriations hearing proc-
ess to any non-Department of Agriculture,
non-Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices, or non-Farm Credit Administration em-
ployee.

SEC. 720. Unless otherwise authorized by
existing law, none of the funds provided in
this Act, may be used by an executive branch
agency to produce any prepackaged news
story intended for broadcast or distribution
in the United States unless the story in-
cludes a clear notification within the text or
audio of the prepackaged news story that the
prepackaged news story was prepared or
funded by that executive branch agency.

SEC. 721. No employee of the Department of
Agriculture may be detailed or assigned
from an agency or office funded by this Act
or any other Act to any other agency or of-
fice of the Department for more than 60 days
in a fiscal year unless the individual’s em-
ploying agency or office is fully reimbursed
by the receiving agency or office for the sal-
ary and expenses of the employee for the pe-
riod of assignment.

SEC. 722. There is hereby appropriated
$2,000,000 for a pilot program to provide com-
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petitive grants to State departments of agri-
culture, State cooperative extension serv-
ices, and nonprofit organizations to carry
out programs to address farmer stress and
suicide.

SEC. 723. Not later than 30 days after the
date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary
of Agriculture, the Commissioner of the
Food and Drug Administration, and the
Chairman of the Farm Credit Administration
shall submit to the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress a de-
tailed spending plan by program, project,
and activity for all the funds made available
under this Act including appropriated user
fees, as defined in Senate Report 115-259.

SEC. 724. Of the unobligated balances from
amounts made available for the supple-
mental nutrition program as authorized by
section 17 of the Child Nutrition Act of 1966
(42 U.S.C. 1786), $501,000,000 are hereby re-
scinded.

SEC. 725. The Secretary shall continue an
intermediary loan packaging program based
on the pilot program in effect for fiscal year
2013 for packaging and reviewing section 502
single family direct loans. The Secretary
shall continue agreements with current
intermediary organizations and with addi-
tional qualified intermediary organizations.
The Secretary shall work with these organi-
zations to increase effectiveness of the sec-
tion 502 single family direct loan program in
rural communities and shall set aside and
make available from the national reserve
section 502 loans an amount necessary to
support the work of such intermediaries and
provide a priority for review of such loans.

SEC. 726. For loans and loan guarantees
that do not require budget authority and the
program level has been established in this
Act, the Secretary of Agriculture may in-
crease the program level for such loans and
loan guarantees by not more than 25 percent:
Provided, That prior to the Secretary imple-
menting such an increase, the Secretary no-
tifies, in writing, the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress at least
15 days in advance.

SEC. 727. None of the credit card refunds or
rebates transferred to the Working Capital
Fund pursuant to section 729 of the Agri-
culture, Rural Development, Food and Drug
Administration, and Related Agencies Ap-
propriations Act, 2002 (7 U.S.C. 223ba; Public
Law 107-76) shall be available for obligation
without written notification to, and the
prior approval of, the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress: Pro-
vided, That the refunds or rebates so trans-
ferred shall be available for obligation only
for the acquisition of plant and capital
equipment necessary for the delivery of fi-
nancial, administrative, and information
technology services of primary benefit to the
agencies of the Department of Agriculture.

SEC. 728. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used to implement, ad-
minister, or enforce the ‘variety’ require-
ments of the final rule entitled ‘“‘Enhancing
Retailer Standards in the Supplemental Nu-
trition Assistance Program (SNAP)’ pub-
lished by the Department of Agriculture in
the Federal Register on December 15, 2016 (81
Fed. Reg. 90675) until the Secretary of Agri-
culture amends the definition of the term
“variety”’ as de fined in section
278.1(b)(1)(ii)(C) of title 7, Code of Federal
Regulations, and ‘‘variety’ as applied in the
definition of the term ‘‘staple food” as de-
fined in section 271.2 of title 7, Code of Fed-
eral Regulations, to increase the number of
items that qualify as acceptable varieties in
each staple food category so that the total
number of such items in each staple food cat-
egory exceeds the number of such items in
each staple food category included in the
final rule as published on December 15, 2016:
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Provided, That until the Secretary promul-
gates such regulatory amendments, the Sec-
retary shall apply the requirements regard-
ing acceptable varieties and breadth of stock
to Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Pro-
gram retailers that were in effect on the day
before the date of the enactment of the Agri-
cultural Act of 2014 (Public Law 113-79).

SEC. 729. None of the funds made available
by this Act or any other Act may be used—

(1) in contravention of section 7606 of the
Agricultural Act of 2014 (7 U.S.C. 5940); or

(2) to prohibit the transportation, proc-
essing, sale, or use of industrial hemp, or
seeds of such plant, that is grown or cul-
tivated in accordance with subsection sec-
tion 7606 of the Agricultural Act of 2014,
within or outside the State in which the in-
dustrial hemp is grown or cultivated.

SEC. 730. Funds provided by this or any
prior Appropriations Act for the Agriculture
and Food Research Initiative under 7 U.S.C.
450i(b) shall be made available without re-
gard to section 7128 of the Agricultural Act
of 2014 (7 U.S.C. 3371 note), under the match-
ing requirements in laws in effect on the
date before the date of enactment of such
section: Provided, That the requirements of 7
U.S.C. 450i(b)(9) shall continue to apply.

SEcC. 731. In carrying out subsection (h) of
section 502 of the Housing Act of 1949 (42
U.S.C. 1472), the Secretary of Agriculture
shall have the same authority with respect
to loans guaranteed under such section and
eligible lenders for such loans as the Sec-
retary has under subsections (h) and (j) of
section 538 of such Act (42 U.S.C. 1490p-2)
with respect to loans guaranteed under such
section 538 and eligible lenders for such
loans.

SEC. 732. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used to propose, promul-
gate, or implement any rule, or take any
other action with respect to, allowing or re-
quiring information intended for a pre-
scribing health care professional, in the case
of a drug or biological product subject to sec-
tion 503(b)(1) of the Federal Food, Drug, and
Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 353(b)(1)), to be dis-
tributed to such professional electronically
(in lieu of in paper form) unless and until a
Federal law is enacted to allow or require
such distribution.

SEC. 733. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used to notify a sponsor
or otherwise acknowledge receipt of a sub-
mission for an exemption for investigational
use of a drug or biological product under sec-
tion 505(i) of the Federal Food, Drug, and
Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 355(i)) or section
351(a)(3) of the Public Health Service Act (42
U.S.C. 262(a)(3)) in research in which a
human embryo is intentionally created or
modified to include a heritable genetic modi-
fication. Any such submission shall be
deemed to have not been received by the Sec-
retary, and the exemption may not go into
effect.

SEC. 734. None of the funds made available
by this or any other Act may be used to
carry out the final rule promulgated by the
Food and Drug Administration and put into
effect November 16, 2015, in regards to the
hazard analysis and risk-based preventive
control requirements of the current good
manufacturing practice, hazard analysis, and
risk-based preventive controls for food for
animals rule with respect to the regulation
of the production, distribution, sale, or re-
ceipt of dried spent grain byproducts of the
alcoholic beverage production process.

SEC. T735. There is hereby appropriated
$1,996,000 to carry out section 1621 of Public
Law 110-246.

SEC. 736. No partially hydrogenated oils as
defined in the order published by the Food
and Drug Administration in the Federal Reg-
ister on June 17, 2015 (80 Fed. Reg. 34650 et
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seq.) shall be deemed unsafe within the
meaning of section 409(a) of the Federal
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C.
348(a)) and no food that is introduced or de-
livered for introduction into interstate com-
merce that bears or contains a partially hy-
drogenated oil shall be deemed adulterated
under sections 402(a)(1) or 402(a)(2)(C)(i) of
this Act by virtue of bearing or containing a
partially hydrogenated oil until the compli-
ance date as specified in such order (June 18,
2018).

SEC. 737. There is hereby appropriated
$10,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, to carry out section 6407 of the Farm
Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7
U.S.C. 8107a): Provided, That the Secretary
may allow eligible entities to offer loans to
customers in any part of their service terri-
tory and to offer loans to replace a manufac-
tured housing unit with another manufac-
tured housing unit, if replacement would be
more cost effective in saving energy.

SEC. 738. For fiscal years 2019 through 2025,
the Administrators of the Agricultural Re-
search Service and the Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service may make not to
exceed 50 appointments in any fiscal year for
employees of such agencies at the National
Bio- and Agro-defense Facility (NBAF) in
Manhattan, Kansas: Provided, That such ap-
pointments may be made in the manner pro-
vided by 7 U.S.C. 7657(b)(4)(A)(i-Vv): Provided
further, That such appointments may be
made at a rate of basic pay that exceeds the
rate payable for such positions under the
General Schedule or the Executive Schedule,
or other applicable schedule, as appropriate.

SEC. 739. There is hereby appropriated
$1,000,000 for the Secretary to carry out a
pilot program that provides forestry inven-
tory analysis, forest management and eco-
nomic outcomes modelling for certain cur-
rently enrolled Conservation Reserve Pro-
gram participants. The Secretary shall allow
the Commodity Credit Corporation to enter
into agreements with and provide grants to
qualified non-profit organizations dedicated
to conservation, forestry and wildlife habi-
tats, that also have experience in conducting
accurate forest inventory analysis through
the use of advanced, cost-effective tech-
nology. The Secretary shall focus the anal-
ysis on lands enrolled for at least eight years
and located in areas with a substantial con-
centration of acres enrolled under conserva-
tion practices devoted to multiple bottom-
land hardwood tree species including CPO03,
CP03A, CP11, CP22, CP31 and CP40.

SEC. 740. During fiscal year 2019, the Food
and Drug Administration shall not allow the
introduction or delivery for introduction
into interstate commerce of any food that
contains genetically engineered salmon until
the FDA publishes final labeling guidelines
for informing consumers of such content.

SEC. 741. In addition to amounts otherwise
made available by this Act and notwith-
standing the last sentence of 16 U.S.C. 1310,
there is appropriated $4,000,000, to remain
available until expended, to implement non-
renewable agreements on eligible lands, in-
cluding flooded agricultural lands, as deter-
mined by the Secretary, under the Water
Bank Act (16 U.S.C. 1301-1311).

SEC. 742. (a)(1) No Federal funds made
available for this fiscal year for the rural
water, waste water, waste disposal, and solid
waste management programs authorized by
sections 306, 306A, 306C, 306D, 306E, and 310B
of the Consolidated Farm and Rural Develop-
ment Act (7 U.S.C. 1926 et seq.) shall be used
for a project for the construction, alteration,
maintenance, or repair of a public water or
wastewater system unless all of the iron and
steel products used in the project are pro-
duced in the United States.

(2) In this section, the term ‘‘iron and steel
products’ means the following products
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made primarily of iron or steel: lined or un-
lined pipes and fittings, manhole covers and
other municipal castings, hydrants, tanks,
flanges, pipe clamps and restraints, valves,
structural steel, reinforced precast concrete,
and construction materials.

(b) Subsection (a) shall not apply in any
case or category of cases in which the Sec-
retary of Agriculture (in this section re-
ferred to as the ‘‘Secretary’’) or the designee
of the Secretary finds that—

(1) applying subsection (a) would be incon-
sistent with the public interest;

(2) iron and steel products are not produced
in the United States in sufficient and reason-
ably available quantities or of a satisfactory
quality; or

(3) inclusion of iron and steel products pro-
duced in the United States will increase the
cost of the overall project by more than 25
percent.

(c) If the Secretary or the designee re-
ceives a request for a waiver under this sec-
tion, the Secretary or the designee shall
make available to the public on an informal
basis a copy of the request and information
available to the Secretary or the designee
concerning the request, and shall allow for
informal public input on the request for at
least 15 days prior to making a finding based
on the request. The Secretary or the des-
ignee shall make the request and accom-
panying information available by electronic
means, including on the official public Inter-
net Web site of the Department.

(d) This section shall be applied in a man-
ner consistent with United States obliga-
tions under international agreements.

(e) The Secretary may retain up to 0.25
percent of the funds appropriated in this Act
for ‘““Rural Utilities Service—Rural Water
and Waste Disposal Program Account’ for
carrying out the provisions described in sub-
section (a)(1) for management and oversight
of the requirements of this section.

(f) Subsection (a) shall not apply with re-
spect to a project for which the engineering
plans and specifications include use of iron
and steel products otherwise prohibited by
such subsection if the plans and specifica-
tions have received required approvals from
State agencies prior to the date of enact-
ment of this Act.

(g) For purposes of this section, the terms
“United States” and ‘‘State’ shall include
each of the several States, the District of Co-
lumbia, and each federally recognized Indian
tribe.

SEC. 743. The Secretary shall set aside for
Rural Economic Area Partnership (REAP)
Zones, until August 15, 2019, an amount of
funds made available in title III under the
headings of Rural Housing Insurance Fund
Program Account, Mutual and Self-Help
Housing Grants, Rural Housing Assistance
Grants, Rural Community Facilities Pro-
gram Account, Rural Business Program Ac-
count, Rural Development Loan Fund Pro-
gram Account, and Rural Water and Waste
Disposal Program Account, equal to the
amount obligated in REAP Zones with re-
spect to funds provided under such headings
in the most recent fiscal year any such funds
were obligated under such headings for
REAP Zones.

SEC. 744. For the purposes of determining
eligibility or level of program assistance for
Rural Development programs the Secretary
shall not include incarcerated prison popu-

lations.
SEC. T45. There is hereby appropriated
$1,000,000, to remain available until ex-

pended, for a pilot program for the Secretary
to provide grants to qualified non-profit or-
ganizations and public housing authorities
to provide technical assistance, including fi-
nancial and legal services, to RHS multi-
family housing borrowers to facilitate the
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acquisition of RHS multi-family housing
properties in areas where the Secretary de-
termines a risk of loss of affordable housing,
by non-profit housing organizations and pub-
lic housing authorities as authorized by law
that commit to keep such properties in the
RHS multi-family housing program for a pe-
riod of time as determined by the Secretary.

SEC. 746. None of the funds appropriated by
this Act may be used in any way, directly or
indirectly, to influence congressional action
on any legislation or appropriation matters
pending before Congress, other than to com-
municate to Members of Congress as de-
scribed in 18 U.S.C. 1913.

SEC. 747. (a) The Secretary of Agriculture
(referred to in this section as the ‘“‘Sec-
retary’’) shall carry out a pilot program dur-
ing fiscal year 2019 with respect to the 2018
crop year for county-level agriculture risk
coverage payments under section 1117(b)(1) of
the Agricultural Act of 2014 (7 U.S.C.
9017(b)(1)), that provides all or some of the
State Farm Service Agency offices in each
State the opportunity to provide agricul-
tural producers in the State a supplemental
payment described in subsection (c) based on
the alternate calculation method described
in subsection (b) for 1 or more counties in a
State if the office for that State determines
that the alternate calculation method is nec-
essary to ensure that, to the maximum ex-
tent practicable, there are not significant
yield calculation disparities between com-
parable counties in the State.

(b) The alternate calculation method re-
ferred to in subsection (a) is a method of cal-
culating the actual yield for the 2018 crop
year for county-level agriculture risk cov-
erage payments under section 1117(b)(1) of
the Agricultural Act of 2014 (7 U.S.C.
9017(b)(1)), under which—

(1) county data of the National Agricul-
tural Statistics Service (referred to in this
section as ““NASS data’) is used for the cal-
culations;

(2) if there is insufficient NASS data for a
county (as determined under standards of
the Secretary in effect as of the date of en-
actment of this Act) or the available NASS
data produces a substantially disparate re-
sult, the calculation of the county yield is
determined using comparable contiguous
county NASS data as determined by the
Farm Service Agency office in the applicable
State; and

(3) if there is insufficient NASS data for a
comparable contiguous county (as deter-
mined under standards of the Secretary in
effect as of the date of enactment of this
Act), the calculation of the county yield is
determined using reliable yield data from
other sources, such as Risk Management
Agency data, National Agricultural Statis-
tics Service district data, National Agricul-
tural Statistics Service State yield data, or
other data as determined by the Farm Serv-
ice Agency office in the applicable State.

(c)(1) A supplemental payment made under
the pilot program established under this sec-
tion may be made to an agricultural pro-
ducer who is subject to the alternate calcula-
tion method described in subsection (b) if
that agricultural producer would otherwise
receive a county-level agriculture risk cov-
erage payment for the 2018 crop year in an
amount that is less than the payment that
the agricultural producer would receive
under the alternate calculation method.

(2) The amount of a supplemental payment
to an agricultural producer under this sec-
tion may not exceed the difference between—

(A) the payment that the agricultural pro-
ducer would have received without the alter-
nate calculation method described in sub-
section (b); and

(B) the payment that the agricultural pro-
ducer would receive using the alternate cal-
culation method.
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(d)(1) There is appropriated to the Sec-
retary, out of funds of the Treasury not oth-
erwise appropriated, $5,000,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2020, to carry
out the pilot program described in this sec-
tion.

(2) Of the funds appropriated, the Sec-
retary shall use not more than $5,000,000 to
carry out the pilot program described in this
section.

(e)(1) To the maximum extent practicable,
the Secretary shall select States to partici-
pate in the pilot program under this section
so the cost of the pilot program equals the
amount provided under subsection (d).

(2) To the extent that the cost of the pilot
program exceeds the amount made available,
the Secretary shall reduce all payments
under the pilot program on a pro rata basis.

(f) Nothing in this section affects the cal-
culation of actual yield for purposes of coun-
ty-level agriculture risk coverage payments
under section 1117(b)(1) of the Agricultural
Act of 2014 (7 U.S.C. 9017(b)(1)) other than
payments made in accordance with the pilot
program under this section.

(g) A calculation of actual yield made
using the alternate calculation method de-
scribed in subsection (b) shall not be used as
a basis for any agriculture risk coverage
payment determinations under section 1117
of the Agricultural Act of 2014 (7 U.S.C. 9017)
other than for purposes of the pilot program
under this section.

SEC. 748. The Secretary of Agriculture and
the Secretary’s designees are hereby granted
the same access to information and subject
to the same requirements applicable to the
Secretary of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment as provided in section 453 of the Social
Security Act (42 U.S.C. 653) and section
6103(1)(7)(D)(ix) of the Internal Revenue Code
of 1986 (26 U.S.C. 1603(1)(7)(D)(ix)) to verify
the income for individuals participating in
sections 502, 504, 521, and 542 of the Housing
Act of 1949 (42 U.S.C. 1472, 1474, 1490a, and
1490r), notwithstanding section 453(1)(1) of
the Social Security Act.

SEC. 749. In addition to any other funds
made available in this Act or any other Act,
there is appropriated $5,000,000 to carry out
section 18(g)(8) of the Richard B. Russell Na-
tional School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1769(g)),
to remain available until expended.

SEC. 750. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used by the Food and
Drug Administration to develop, issue, pro-
mote, or advance any regulations applicable
to food manufacturers for population-wide
sodium reduction actions or to develop,
issue, promote or advance final guidance ap-
plicable to food manufacturers for long term
population-wide sodium reduction actions
until the date on which a dietary reference
intake report with respect to sodium is com-
pleted.

SEC. 751. There is hereby appropriated
$1,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2020, for the cost of loans and
grants that is consistent with section 4206 of
the Agricultural Act of 2014, for necessary
expenses of the Secretary to support projects
that provide access to healthy food in under-
served areas, to create and preserve quality
jobs, and to revitalize low-income commu-
nities.

SEC. 752. For an additional amount for
‘““‘Animal and Plant Health Inspection Serv-
ice—Salaries and Expenses’’, $7,500,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2020, for
one-time control and management and asso-
ciated activities directly related to the mul-
tiple-agency response to citrus greening.

SEC. 753. None of the funds made available
by this or any other Act may be used to en-
force the final rule promulgated by the Food
and Drug Administration entitled ¢‘Stand-
ards for the Growing, Harvesting, Packing,
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and Holding of Produce for Human Consump-
tion,” and published on November 27, 2015,
with respect to the regulation of the produc-
tion, distribution, sale, or receipt of grape
varietals that are grown, harvested and used
solely for wine and receive commercial proc-
essing that adequately reduces the presence
of microorganisms of public health signifi-
cance.

SEC. 754. There is hereby appropriated
$20,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, for an additional amount for tele-
medicine and distance learning services in
rural areas, as authorized by 7 U.S.C. 950aaa
et seq., to help address the opioid epidemic
in rural America.

SEC. 755. There is hereby appropriated
$5,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2020, for a pilot program for the
National Institute of Food and Agriculture
to provide grants to nonprofit organizations
for programs and services to establish and
enhance farming and ranching opportunities
for military veterans.

SEC. 756. There is hereby appropriated
$425,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, for an additional amount for Sec. 779
of Public Law 115-141.

SEC. 757. For an additional amount for the
cost of direct loans and grants made under
the ‘“Rural Water and Waste Disposal Pro-
gram Account’’, $400,000,000, to remain avail-
able until expended.

SEC. 758. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used to pay the salaries
or expenses of personnel—

(1) to inspect horses under section 3 of the
Federal Meat Inspection Act (21 U.S.C. 603);

(2) to inspect horses under section 903 of
the Federal Agriculture Improvement and
Reform Act of 1996 (7 U.S.C. 1901 note; Public
Law 104-127); or

(3) to implement or enforce section 352.19
of title 9, Code of Federal Regulations (or a
successor regulation).

SEC. 759. None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used to revoke an excep-
tion made—

(1) pursuant to the final rule of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture entitled ‘‘Exceptions to
Geographic Areas for Official Agencies Under
the USGSA” (68 Fed. Reg. 19137 (April 18,
2003)); and

(2) on a date before April 14, 2017.

SEC. 760. The Secretary of Agriculture
shall provide to any State or county im-
pacted by a volcanic eruption covered by a
major disaster declared by the President in
calendar year 2018 in accordance with section
401 of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief
and Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C.
5170) technical assistance—

(1) to assess damage to agricultural pro-
duction and rural infrastructure; and

(2) to develop recovery plans for impacted
farmers, ranchers, and rural communities.

RESEARCH ON OCEAN AGRICULTURE

SEC. 761. (a) The Secretary of Agriculture,
in coordination with the Administrator of
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration, shall establish a working
group (referred to in this section as the
“working group’’)—

(1) to study how mangroves, kelp forests,
tidal marshes, and seagrass meadows could
help deacidify the oceans;

(2) to study emerging ocean farming prac-
tices that use kelp and seagrass to deacidify
the oceans while providing feedstock for ag-
riculture and other commercial and indus-
trial inputs; and

(3) to coordinate and conduct research to
develop and enhance pilot-scale research for
farming of kelp and seagrass in order—

(A) to deacidify ocean environments;

(B) to produce a feedstock for agriculture;
and
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(C) to develop other scalable commercial
applications for kelp, seagrass, or products
derived from kelp or seagrass.

(b) The working group shall include—

(1) the Secretary of Agriculture;

(2) the Administrator of the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration;

(3) representatives of any relevant offices
within the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration; and

(4) the Assistant Secretary of Energy for
Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy.

(c) Not later than 2 years after the date of
enactment of this Act, the working group
shall submit to Congress a report that in-
cludes—

(1) the findings of the research described in
subsection (a);

(2) the results of the pilot-scale research
described in subsection (a)(3); and

(3) any policy recommendations based on
those findings and results.

SEC. 762. Not later than 180 days after the
date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary
of Agriculture shall submit to Congress a re-
port describing the ways in which conserva-
tion programs administered by the Natural
Resources Conservation Service may be bet-
ter used for the conservation of ocelots
(Leopardus pardalis) and any action taken
by the Chief of the Natural Resources Con-
servation Service relating to the conserva-
tion of ocelots.

SEC. 763. Not later than 1 year after the
date of enactment of this Act, the Rural
Housing Service of the Department of Agri-
culture shall submit to Congress a report in-
cluding—

(1) a description of—

(A) the number of properties assisted under
title V of the Housing Act of 1949 (42 U.S.C.
1471 et seq.) that are reaching the end of
their loan term;

(B) the location of each property described
in subparagraph (A);

(C) the number of units in each property
described in subparagraph (A); and

(D) the date on which each the loan for
each property described in subparagraph (A)
is expected to reach maturity;

(2) the strategy of the Rural Housing Serv-
ice to preserve the long-term affordability of
the properties described in paragraph (1)(A)
when the loan matures; and

(3) a description of the resources and tools
that the Rural Housing Service needs from
Congress in order to preserve the long-term
affordability of the properties described in
paragraph (1) (A).

SEC. 764. Out of amounts appropriated to
the Food and Drug Administration under
title VI, the Secretary of Health and Human
Services, acting through the Commissioner
of Food and Drugs, shall, not later than July
1, 2019, and following the review required
under Executive Order 12866 (5 U.S.C. 601
note; relating to regulatory planning and re-
view), issue advice revising the advice pro-
vided in the notice of availability entitled
““Advice About Eating Fish, From the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency and Food and
Drug Administration; Revised Fish Advice;
Availability” (82 Fed. Reg. 6571 (January 19,
2017)), in a manner that is consistent with
nutrition science recognized by the Food and
Drug Administration on the net effects of
seafood consumption.

SEC. 765. In administering the pilot pro-
gram established by section 779 of division A
of the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2018
(Public Law 115-141), the Secretary of Agri-
culture shall—

(1) ensure that applicants that are deter-
mined to be ineligible for the pilot program
have a means of appealing or otherwise chal-
lenging that determination in a timely fash-
ion; and

(2) in determining whether an entity may
overbuild or duplicate broadband expansion
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efforts made by any entity that has received
a broadband loan from the Rural Utilities
Service, not consider loans that were re-
scinded or defaulted on, or loans the terms
and conditions of which were not met, if the
entity under consideration has not pre-
viously defaulted on, or failed to meet the
terms and conditions of, a Rural Utilities
Service loan or had a Rural Utilities Service
loan rescinded.
1890 LAND-GRANT COLLEGES, INCLUDING
TUSKEGEE UNIVERSITY

SEC. 767. (a) Notwithstanding any other
provision of this Act, the amounts made
available by this Act to carry out sections
1444 and 1445, respectively, of the National
Agricultural Research, Extension, and
Teaching Policy Act of 1977 (7 U.S.C. 3221,
3222) shall each be increased by $3,000,000.

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of
this Act, the amount made available under
the heading ‘‘(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF
FUNDS)” under the heading ‘AGRICULTURE
BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES” under the head-
ing “AGRICULTURAL PROGRAMS” in title
I shall be decreased by $6,000,000.

SEC. 768. None of the funds made available
by this Act shall be used to enforce the re-
quirement in the final rule entitled ‘‘Food
Labeling: Revision of the Nutrition and Sup-
plement Facts Labels”, published in the Fed-
eral Register on May 27, 2016 (81 Fed. Reg.
33742), that any single ingredient sugar,
honey, agave, or syrup (including maple
syrup) that is packaged and offered for sale
as a single ingredient food bear the declara-
tion ‘‘Includes ‘X’g Added Sugars’.

SEC. 769. The explanatory statement re-
garding division C of H.R. 21, printed in the
Congressional Record on January 3, 2019, and
submitted by the Chair of the Committee on
Appropriations, shall have the same effect
with respect to allocation of funds and im-
plementation of this Act as if it were a joint
explanatory statement of a committee of
conference.

SEC. 770. (a) Employees furloughed as a re-
sult of any lapse in appropriations beginning
on or about December 22, 2018 and ending on
the date of enactment of this Act shall be
compensated at their standard rate of com-
pensation, for the period of such lapse in ap-
propriations, as soon as practicable after
such lapse in appropriations ends.

(b) For purposes of this section, ‘‘employ-
ees” means any Federal employees whose
salaries and expenses are provided in this
Act.

(c) All obligations incurred in anticipation
of the appropriations made and authority
granted by this Act for the purposes of main-
taining the essential level of activity to pro-
tect life and property and bringing about or-
derly termination of Government functions,
and for purposes as otherwise authorized by
law, are hereby ratified and approved if oth-
erwise in accord with the provisions of this
Act.

SEC. 7T71. (a) If a State (or another Federal
grantee) used State funds (or the grantee’s
non-Federal funds) to continue carrying out
a Federal program or furloughed State em-
ployees (or the grantee’s employees) whose
compensation is advanced or reimbursed in
whole or in part by the Federal Govern-
ment—

(1) such furloughed employees shall be
compensated at their standard rate of com-
pensation for such period;

(2) the State (or such other grantee) shall
be reimbursed for expenses that would have
been paid by the Federal Government during
such period had appropriations been avail-
able, including the cost of compensating
such furloughed employees, together with in-
terest thereon calculated under section
6503(d) of title 31, United States Code; and
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(3) the State (or such other grantee) may
use funds available to the State (or the
grantee) under such Federal program to re-
imburse such State (or the grantee), to-
gether with interest thereon calculated
under section 6503(d) of title 31, United
States Code.

(b) For purposes of this section, the term
“State” and the term ‘‘grantee,” including
United States territories and possessions,
shall have the meaning given such terms
under the applicable Federal program under
subsection (a). In addition, ‘“‘to continue car-
rying out a Federal program’ means the
continued performance by a State or other
Federal grantee, during the period of a lapse
in appropriations, of a Federal program that
the State or such other grantee had been
carrying out prior to the period of the lapse
in appropriations.

(c) The authority under this section ap-
plies with respect to any period in fiscal year
2019 (not limited to periods beginning or end-
ing after the date of the enactment of this
Act) during which there occurs a lapse in ap-
propriations with respect to any department
or agency of the Federal Government receiv-
ing funding in this Act which, but for such
lapse in appropriations, would have paid, or
made reimbursement relating to, any of the
expenses referred to in this section with re-
spect to the program involved. Payments
and reimbursements under this authority
shall be made only to the extent and in
amounts provided in advance in appropria-
tions Acts.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Agriculture,
Rural Development, Food and Drug Adminis-
tration, and Related Agencies Appropria-
tions Act, 2019”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The bill
shall be debatable for 1 hour, equally
divided and controlled by the chair and
ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations or their re-
spective designees.

The gentleman from Georgia (Mr.
BisHOP) and the gentleman from Ala-
bama (Mr. ADERHOLT) each will control
30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Georgia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members have b legislative days to
revise and extend their remarks and to
include extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Madam Speaker, today marks the
20th day of the partial government
shutdown. Each day pushes many of
our government’s vital services to the
breaking point, further jeopardizing
the 800,000 Federal employees who are
furloughed and the countless other
Americans feeling the shutdown’s im-
pact.

The Agriculture, Rural Development,
Food and Drug Administration, and
Related Agencies Appropriations Act is
a critically important piece of legisla-
tion for our Nation. From the food we
eat to the medications we depend on,
this bill touches the lives of every
American.
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It must be passed now, and the fur-
loughed employees at these vital Fed-
eral agencies, our farmers, our agri-
businesses, and the other Americans
who are depending on their livelihoods
must be brought back to work.

Because of the shutdown, USDA has
stopped making loans and grants for
rural development programs such as
housing, water and wastewater facili-
ties, and community facilities. New
grants to our universities for agri-
culture research can’t be made.

Across the Nation, Farm Service
Agency county offices have been closed
since December 28. Farmers applying
for relief from retaliatory tariffs are in
limbo, waiting for the shutdown to end.
Nearly 33,000 USDA employees who are
funded by this bill are currently fur-
loughed.

At the Food and Drug Administra-
tion, more than 10,000 employees are
working without pay, while another
7,000 have been furloughed, which is
impacting everything from user fee
collections to the reduction of food
safety inspections, jeopardizing the
food we eat. According to USDA, near-
1y 9,000 people are working without pay
to inspect our meat, poultry, and egg
products.

This bill would fund the Food Safety
and Inspection Service at over $1 bil-
lion and restore our safety.

I will be the first person to admit
that this bill is not perfect, but no bill
ever is. However, this is about opening
the government and putting it back to
work for the American people.

This bill has passed the Senate by a
vote of 92-6. There is no reason why we
should not pass this bill since it has al-
ready been adopted by the leadership of
the Senate and the Members of the
Senate overwhelmingly, so that we can
put American workers back on the job.

Specifically, this legislation provides
over $23 billion in discretionary fund-
ing for USDA and FDA. That is $225
million above the 2018 enacted level.

It provides $2.73 billion for agri-
culture research conducted by the Ag-
ricultural Research Service and NIFA,
an increase of $114 million from fiscal
year 2018. These increases will help to
ensure American agriculture remains
competitive with other nations.

The Farm Service Agency, whose
county offices were shuttered on De-
cember 28, is funded at $1.6 billion. In
my district, all the county offices are
now closed. These offices are the pri-
mary line of communication for our
farmers and our ranchers, providing
critical data, processing loans, and an-
swering questions. Without this assist-
ance and information, they are left in
the dark when it comes to planning for
next year’s harvest.

Peanut sellers and cotton growers,
who suffered from Hurricane Michael
recently, are at a loss. They have prod-
uct that is stored in warehouses that
they need to sell in order to get in-
come, but they can’t get those sales ac-
complished without an okay from the
Farm Service Agency. Those offices are
closed. Nobody is there.
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This legislation also makes signifi-
cant investments in rural development
by providing $3.8 billion. It takes a bal-
anced approach with investments in

water and wastewater facilities,
broadband, housing, and rural busi-
nesses.

Again, right now, as a result of the
shutdown, loans and grants that help
small towns and rural communities all
across the country are not being made.

This legislation rejects the Presi-
dent’s proposed elimination of the
Food for Peace program and instead
funds it at $1.716 billion, which is $216
million above the House bill. The
McGovern-Dole program, which was
also proposed for elimination by the
President, is funded at $210 million,
slightly above the House level. I might
note that the House funded both of
these, contrary to the President’s wish-
es.

Finally, this legislation funds the
Food and Drug Administration at $2.97
billion, which is $159 million above the
fiscal year 2018 enacted level, a 6 per-
cent increase.

I would also like to point out that
this bill does better than the House in
addressing the opioid crisis that is hit-
ting every single district in the coun-
try.

It also provides more funding for food
safety than the House bill.

After nearly 3 weeks of uncertainty,
it looks like the nearly 40 million peo-
ple who are receiving Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program benefits
will be able to keep their benefits at
least through February. However, the
funds for SNAP beneficiaries, for a sin-
gle mother or a small shopkeeper, will
run dry in March.

This bill, which provides $73.2 billion
in mandatory funding for SNAP, will
end any doubt about this, and it will
give these recipients the peace of mind
that they deserve.

Through a diverse urban-rural coali-
tion, this legislation includes our farm-
er safety net, our food and nutrition
programs.

Families, farmers, ranchers, and pro-
ducers go to work every morning; so
should their government.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support this bill.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. ADERHOLT. Madam Speaker, 1
yvield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, I rise in opposition
to the bill that is before us. I not only
oppose the bill that is before us, but I
also have to oppose the process by
which the remaining fiscal year 2019
bills are being dealt with by the new
majority.

Anything but a full open rule on ap-
propriations bills was absolutely con-
demned by the Democrats for the past
8 years. However, the new majority, as
one of their first actions, has proposed
a closed rule for all four appropriations
bills this week.
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I, along with my colleagues, am dis-
mayed at the prospect of adopting the
Senate-passed Agriculture appropria-
tions bill to represent the House’s posi-
tion on funding and policy matters for
our farmers, ranchers, producers, con-
sumers, and nearly all the citizens im-
pacted by the great work that has been
done by USDA, FDA, and the CFTC.

The priorities of literally hundreds of
Members were part of the original FY19
Republican-led legislation.

Around 10 months ago, we began the
process of developing a House bill with
House priorities. We drafted H.R. 5961
after holding five oversight hearings,
after receiving and reviewing nearly
6,000 bills and report requests that were
submitted by over 350 Members of Con-
gress, after we incorporated bipartisan
House Member requests covering House
priorities from every corner of the Na-
tion and from all demographics, after
we held a subcommittee markup with
full participation by the Agriculture
Subcommittee members, and after we
held a full committee markup that
lasted several hours and was an open
process by which all the members of
the committee, Democrats and Repub-
licans, could offer amendments.

The House Members invested hun-
dreds of hours to produce a spending
bill that is best for the needs and the
priorities of the constituents back
home, whether they came from rural,
whether they came from suburban, or
whether they come from urban commu-
nities.

Starting this past summer, we start-
ed the process of negotiating the House
and Senate bills and reports to arrive
at a four-corner agreement between the
House and the Senate. The House and
the Senate majority and minority par-
ties made tremendous progress in com-
ing along with a negotiated agreement.

After all of that time and effort that
was invested in the process, why would
we throw it all away today?

I want to point out that over the
course of the past 10 months and during
my 6 years that I have served as chair-
man of the Appropriations Agriculture,
Rural Development, Food and Drug Ad-
ministration, and Related Agencies
Subcommittee, it has been an honor to
work beside my friend and my col-
league and now the incoming chair-
man, Mr. BiIsHOP of Georgia, as we de-
velop the bills to meet the needs of our
fellow citizens.

But now we have an Agriculture ap-
propriations bill in front of us today
which totals $23.1 billion and $101 mil-
lion below the Senate-passed Agri-
culture appropriations bill. And I will
point out that the $101 million rep-
resents a change to the Senate bill
made by the House majority to reduce
funding for the Special Supplemental
Feeding Program for Women, Infants,
and Children.

Let me provide this Chamber with a
few of the examples where this current
bill fails to fund House Member prior-
ities:
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Regarding public health, the House
Republican bill included $3.1 billion for
the Food and Drug Administration,
while the new Democratic proposal
that is before us includes only $2.9 bil-
lion for the Food and Drug Administra-
tion. The higher levels in the Repub-
lican bill are critical to helping indus-
try advance their medical product in-
novations to the marketplace sooner,
safer, and with greater efficiency. The
ultimate beneficiary is the American
consumer or the patient.

Also, compared to the House Repub-
lican bill, the Democratic bill fails to
include two provisions that place lim-
its on chicken imported from China.
The Republican bill includes an out-
right ban on Chinese chicken in school
meals, while the Democratic bill fails
to include this protection for our chil-
dren.

Regarding rural broadband, in FY
2018, we established a pilot program to
expand broadband infrastructure to
rural communities. One of the greatest
needs that I have heard when talking
to my constituents in rural Alabama—
and I know this is the same from other
Members whom I have talked to across
the Nation—this bill provides $125 mil-
lion less than what we provided in the
House bill.

When it comes to agriculture re-
search, our Republican bill included
nearly $30 million more for National
Institute of Food and Agriculture for
research priorities of House Members
who are not included in the Democratic
proposal.

When it comes to rural infrastruc-
ture, the Republican bill included lan-
guage to secure set-aside funds for per-
sistent poverty counties in rural areas.
This provision is vital to rural commu-
nities across the country that face
challenges escaping poverty. This lan-
guage is not included in the Demo-
cratic bill, and so the new majority
chose to dismiss this protection for the
rural poor.

These are just a few examples of why
the new House majority’s adoption of a
Senate-passed bill is not going in the
right direction.

The other side wants to claim that
these bills are bipartisan, but they are
clearly not bicameral, and they have
no input from the 435 House Members.

Some of the great House appropri-
ators of our time on both sides of the
aisle would probably be rolling over in
their graves right now if they knew of
such a move to take up Senate spend-
ing bills without any House input.

So I urge my fellow Members to
stand up for the House priorities for
public health and for rural develop-
ment and reject a strategy of passing
the Senate bills, which at the end of
the day is not going to bring us any
closer to resolving the partial govern-
ment shutdown.

To paraphrase the President’s re-
marks two nights ago: In order for us
to resolve this funding dispute, we need
to invest in border security not be-
cause we hate the people on the outside
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of our borders, but because we love the
people within our borders. The only
thing that is immoral is for politicians
to stand by and do nothing.

So I would encourage my colleagues
to vote ‘‘no’’ on this bill, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tlewoman from New York (Mrs.
LOWEY), who is the first female chair of
the United States House Committee on
Appropriations.

Mrs. LOWEY. Madam Speaker, the
Trump shutdown is now in its 20th day.
More than 800,000 Federal employees
are going without pay, many while
they are still working and the Amer-
ican people are being denied vital serv-
ices.

Due to President Trump’s shutdown
over his demands for a wasteful border
wall, the Food and Drug Administra-
tion cannot conduct routine inspec-
tions for food safety and has slowed
evaluation of new drugs and medical
products.

USDA is no longer able to provide
farmers and rural communities with
loans and grants to assist housing, util-
ities, or economic development. And
approximately 40 million Americans
who depend on SNAP for food assist-
ance, including more than 3 million
New Yorkers, have faced unnecessary
fear and uncertainty about whether
they are weeks away from going hun-
gry.

House Democrats have passed bills to
open the government, but the Presi-
dent and Senate Republicans continue
to obstruct instead of working with us
to get the people’s business done.

In my judgment, the solution to this
crisis is simple: Let’s pass the bills
where we can agree, where there is bi-
partisan support, and let’s extend fund-
ing for Homeland Security for 30 days—
1 month—to allow time for negotiation
on border security and immigration
policy. This seems to me, in my judg-
ment, to be fair, to be thoughtful, and
to be the way for us to get together and
open this government. I do hope that
my colleagues across the Capitol come
to their senses and stop this ridiculous
Trump shutdown.

We can begin this bipartisan path by
passing the bill before us. This bill
passed the Senate in September with a
vote of 92-6. This bill would open the
Department of Agriculture and the
Food and Drug Administration and
adequately fund these services through
the end of the fiscal year.

Sadly, to date, my Republican col-
leagues have followed the President’s
blind lead all while jeopardizing these
vital services upon which American
families and businesses rely.

Let’s pass the bill today and put
USDA and FDA back to work for the
American people.

Mr. ADERHOLT. Madam Speaker, 1
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. YOHO), who serves on the
authorizing committee, the Agri-
culture Committee.
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Mr. YOHO. Madam Speaker, the
President has shown his willingness to
negotiate and has negotiated. The
President has proposed various dollar
amounts he is willing to accept for bor-
der security, has said he is ready to
discuss DACA, and has listened to the
other side’s request for materials other
than concrete to be considered for a
structure on our southern border.

The crisis at the southern border
should not be a partisan issue. It is an
American and immigrant crisis. The
solution should be one that is best for
America and not a party; for if it is
best for America, we all benefit from
that. Yet the Democrats continue to
dig in their heels and not budge. Re-
publicans have shown time and again
that they are willing to talk.

The House should oppose this bill
that will not bring our country any
closer to a border security solution or
resolve the partial government shut-
down.

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I am delighted to yield 2 min-
utes to the gentlewoman from Con-
necticut (Ms. DELAURO), a member of
the Committee on Appropriations and
chair of the Subcommittee on Labor,
Health and Human Services, HEdu-
cation, and Related Agencies, and is
the former chair of the Agriculture,
Rural Development, Food and Drug Ad-
ministration, and Related Agencies
Subcommittee of Appropriations.

Ms. DELAURO. Madam Speaker, the
President is holding the country hos-
tage, putting hundreds of thousands of
families at great risk.

The President has manufactured a
crisis at the border that has no basis in
fact and has used the wall to incite
fear. Vital agriculture programs, which
millions of families and farmers depend
on, are at risk.

At the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture, farm service loans are stalled,
family farmers need the capital to buy
seed and equipment for the approach-
ing planting season. Rural development
programs are at risk.

Food stamps, food banks, and food
programs are down to their last dol-
lars. School lunch programs and other
nutrition programs are at risk. Forty-
seven million Americans could go hun-
gry.

Let’s take a look at the Food and
Drug Administration, because our food
supply is at risk. When you go to the
grocery store, you can’t be sure that
the product you are buying is safe be-
cause almost all food safety inspectors
have been furloughed. The FDA re-
mains understaffed for food surveil-
lance and food recall operations.

The Commissioner of the FDA, Scott
Gottlieb, said routine food safety in-
spections are not taking place. The
FDA has stopped posting warning let-
ters. Routine inspections of food facili-
ties are not taking place, and FDA’s
work finalizing guidance and imple-
menting rules related to the Food Safe-
ty Modernization Act is in limbo.

Foodborne illness kills 3,000 Ameri-
cans every year, and because of the
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President’s manufactured crisis, the
safety of every American is in ques-
tion. We have a duty to our constitu-
ents and their safety. We cannot stand
by while this President holds the coun-
try hostage. Their physical and their
financial well-being is at stake.

Let’s pass this bipartisan bill so that
hungry families can eat, consumers can
be safe, and farmers can do their job.

O 1300

Mr. ADERHOLT. Madam Speaker, 1
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
Mississippi (Mr. PALAZZzO), who serves
on the Agriculture, Rural Develop-
ment, Food and Drug Administration,
and Related Agencies Appropriations
Subcommittee. He has been a vital part
of that subcommittee.

Mr. PALAZZO. Madam Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for yielding.

Madam Speaker, there is a host of
things wrong with bringing this bill to
the floor. By bringing forth the Senate
version of this bill, it completely ig-
nores all of the work this sub-
committee has done over the past year.
It ignores Members’ priorities, and all
of the testimony that we received that
served as the basis of the House version
of the Agriculture bill.

I will name a few examples of what
this looks like. First, for the Food and
Drug Administration, Madam Speaker,
the House bill included $3.1 billion for
the FDA. The Senate bill before us
today includes $2.9 billion.

The additional $149 million in the
original House bill supported a number
of medical product initiatives above
the level in the Senate bill, including
initiatives like the promotion of do-
mestic manufacturing, the new domes-
tic drug industry, and the new medical
data enterprise initiative.

Madam Speaker, the higher levels in
the Republican bill are critical to help-
ing industry advance medical products
to the marketplace sooner, safer, and
with greater efficiency. The ultimate
beneficiary is the American consumer
or patient.

Lastly, an issue that is very impor-
tant to my home State of Mississippi
and the Nation at large: rural
broadband. The House Republican bill
made a major investment in a
broadband pilot program for rural
America. We included $550 million to
expand broadband infrastructure for
some of our country’s most under-
served communities.

The appropriation in this bill before
us today falls short of meeting this
critical priority. Madam Speaker, ulti-
mately bringing the Senate version of
this bill to the floor is just plain lazy,
as it ignores the will of this House and
all of the hard work Members from
both sides of the aisle have put into
this process.

Madam Speaker, I urge a ‘‘no’’ vote
on the legislation.

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Let me just say that, as we said be-
fore, this bill is not perfect, but we
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should not let the perfect be the enemy
of the good. Chief among the funding in
this bill is funding that is included to
combat one of the biggest public health
risks today which is opioids. The bill
provides strong support for the FDA to
combat this opioid epidemic.

In addition to funds provided last
year, it provides $59 million to con-
tinue the activities involved in inspect-
ing, investigating, and screening of
opioids. As the agency that oversees
these drugs, the FDA has a vital re-
sponsibility, I agree, to make sure that
the public health impacts of opioid
abuse is mitigated, but this funding is
just one part of a broad strategy to ad-
dress opioids.

The committee strongly supports the
FDA’s role in intergovernmental ef-
forts to confront the crisis, but since
we must move forward and open the
government, we urge adoption of this
bill.

Madam Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to
the gentlewoman from California (Ms.
LEE), a member of the Committee on
Appropriations, co-chair of the House
Democratic Steering and Policy Com-
mittee, and a long-time advocate for
the elimination of persistent poverty
in America and across the world.

Ms. LEE of California. Madam
Speaker, let me thank Chairman
Bi1sHOP for bringing forth this bill and
for his tremendous leadership.

Madam Speaker, I rise in strong sup-
port of the fiscal 2019 Agriculture ap-
propriations bill, which provides more
than $23 billion to partially reopen the
government. This critical bill would
ensure that struggling families do not
g0 hungry.

Madam Speaker, there are 38 million
families who rely on SNAP food stamps
to help put food on the table. And
while USDA has said they will pay for
SNAP and WIC in February, there is no
guarantee for families in March. Let’s
be clear. We are talking about 38 mil-
lion Americans going hungry.

Already, SNAP benefits are woefully
insufficient to feed a family. No one
can make a meal off of $1.40 a meal,
and now families may be left with
nothing.

Madam Speaker, contrary to what
President Trump says, food banks and
charities cannot make up the dif-
ference. They are already struggling
with the volume of need in our commu-
nities throughout the country. This is
simply immoral.

I am reminded of a very difficult pe-
riod when I was a young, single mother
raising two little boys and had to rely
on food stamps to get my family
through some very difficult, tough
times. It was a bridge over troubled
water. That lifeline should be there for
all families all of the time.

Our billionaire President may not
know what it is like to choose between
putting food on the table or gas in the
car, but I tell you, I do.

And forcing the choice on families
because of a manufactured showdown is
unconscionable. So let’s pass the bill to
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reopen the government. Let’s get Fed-
eral employees back to work, and get
them the paychecks they need.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to vote ‘‘yes’ on this bill, and
“‘yes” to reopen the government. The
American people deserve no less.

Mr. ADERHOLT. Madam Speaker, at
this time I yield such time as she may
consume to the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. GRANGER), the new ranking
member of the Appropriations Com-
mittee.

Ms. GRANGER. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today in opposition to H.R. 265.

Unfortunately, moving this bill
across the House floor will not resolve
the partial government shutdown. As
the President has said, he will not sign
this bill into law.

It is the job and responsibility of the
Congress to appropriate funds, who
must come together to find a solution
that will reopen the government and
fund border security. We need a com-
promise that represents the will of
both Chambers and the American peo-
ple.

By considering the Senate-passed
versions of the appropriations bills, we
are eliminating House Members’ in-
volvement in the process. When it
comes to investment in agriculture,
rural development, and public health
programs that are important to Ameri-
cans across the country, H.R. 2656 funds
Senate priorities by shortchanging
House priorities.

For example, this bill provides less
funding for food and drug safety and
public health. For the average Amer-
ican, this means decreased access to
medical products because there are less
resources to bring those products to
market in a safe and efficient manner.

This bill also leaves behind funding
to address persistent poverty in rural
areas. This is a vital resource as rural
communities across the country seek
to break the cycle of poverty. We can
and we must do better.

Madam Speaker, Republicans stand
ready and willing to negotiate with our
friends on the other side of the aisle on
legislation that includes priorities of
both Houses, and both Chambers. This
is how this legislative body and our
system of government are designed to
work.

I want to thank my colleague from
Alabama (Mr. ADERHOLT) for his efforts
today and over the last several months
to ensure that the House’s voice is
heard in this debate.

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

It has been said many times that we
shouldn’t pass this bill which has pre-
viously been adopted by the Senate be-
cause the President will not sign it.

Well, I believe that we have three
branches of government, and it is our
obligation as the legislative branch to
pass the laws. If we do our job, then we
will let the President be held respon-
sible for his failure to do his. We must
keep this government open for the
American people.
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Madam Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to
the gentlewoman from Maine (Ms. PIN-
GREE), a member of the Committee on
Appropriations and a member of the
Subcommittee for Agriculture, Rural
Development, Food and Drug Adminis-
tration, and Related Agencies.

Ms. PINGREE. Madam Speaker, I
thank Mr. BISHOP of Georgia, our fu-
ture chair, for yielding me the time. I
rise in support of H.R. 265, the fiscal
year 2019 Agriculture appropriations
bill.

There is no reason we cannot pass
these individual appropriations bills
that have nothing to do with border se-
curity and have strong bipartisan sup-
port.

The fiscal year 2019 Agriculture ap-
propriations bill includes robust fund-
ing for the USDA and the FDA, two
Federal agencies that touch the lives of
every American.

President Trump’s obsession with the
wall should not jeopardize Americans’
access to important food, housing, and
farm programs at USDA and FDA.

The shutdown is having real impacts
back in my home State of Maine: for
the farmer who would lose their family
farm before refinancing of their FSA
mortgage can be approved; for the sin-
gle parent trying to make ends meet
and not knowing whether their SNAP
benefits will be there next month; and
for the couple who won’t be able to
close on their dream home because
they can’t access a rural housing loan.

These are just a few examples of how
disruptive this shutdown has been in
my district. Just last month we final-
ized the 2018 farm bill, finally giving
farmers and families certainty about
these important USDA programs. That
certainty was ripped away from them
because the USDA can’t start imple-
menting the new farm bill until the
shutdown ends.

Additionally, recent reports that the
FDA is no longer conducting routine
food safety inspections are alarming
and totally unacceptable. The fiscal
year 2019 Agriculture appropriations
bill will provide the funding necessary
for the USDA and FDA to once again
fulfill their regulatory duties and pro-
vide resources to Americans who are
counting on them.

Let’s reopen our local USDA offices.
Let’s restart routine inspections to en-
sure safety of our food system, and
let’s keep nutrition assistance pro-
grams going to make sure hungry fami-
lies have food on their tables.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support the fiscal year 2019
Agriculture appropriations bill and end
the shutdown.

Mr. ADERHOLT. Madam Speaker, at
this time I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. MITCHELL),
who serves on the Transportation and
Infrastructure Committee, and also the
Armed Services Committee.

Mr. MITCHELL. Madam Speaker,
you may wonder why I am down here.
It is because agriculture is huge in
Michigan’s 10th Congressional District.
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Earlier this week, I spoke with most of
the agriculture leaders in my district
about these bills.

I would be supporting these bills
under other conditions. It supports
farm safety net programs as have been
described. It provides support for rural
development, including rural infra-
structure and broadband access, which
is sorely needed in the 10th Congres-
sional District of Michigan.

It provides food and drug safety in-
spections for the FDA and USDA, and
nutrition assistance programs that my
colleague discussed.

However, I cannot support these bills
because it is being brought up in bad
faith. Let’s be honest. It is a charade.
It is not a serious attempt to fund agri-
culture or any other programs in my
district or throughout this country.
This vote is dead on arrival.

It is a messaging point by the Demo-
crat majority. It is an attempt to delay
and distract from the real problem.
The real problem is securing our bor-
ders, a comprehensive package to se-
cure our borders that the President,
the administration, has provided to the
Democrat majority.

We have spent hours on the floor here
talking about various bills to fund the
majority. Yet, somehow, rather than
negotiate, the Democrat majority will
go to the White House and say nothing
for the wall; nothing for border secu-
rity to put a barrier up. We will simply
talk about, nope, we are not going to
do that. We want to put the squeeze on
the American people.

They are squeezing the people in
multiple ways. People won’t get their
paychecks tomorrow. I am sorry. Real-
ly, guys? Come on. We have farmers
that are struggling, waiting to get
loans so that they can plant. We are
not securing our border.

We had a humanitarian crisis. Thirty
percent of the women that are arriving
at the border—Doctors Without Bor-
ders data, not anybody else’s—have
been sexually assaulted on the way to
the border. This proposal includes
money to provide for applying for asy-
lum in their home countries. Why are
we not doing this?

Why are we not addressing a com-
prehensive border security package and
passing all of these appropriations bills
and moving on to other priorities? We
may disagree about those.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. ADERHOLT. Madam Speaker, 1
yield an additional 30 seconds to the
gentleman from Michigan.

Mr. MITCHELL. Madam Speaker, we
may disagree about what some of those
priorities are, but why are we spending
2 weeks rather than spend 2 hours ne-
gotiating an outcome and getting done
with this problem? Let’s grow up. Let’s
be adults and solve the problems in-
stead of bickering.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair reminds Members to address
their remarks to the Chair.

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

The
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Madam Speaker, at this point I
would just like to say that it is uncon-
scionable that we will hold the Amer-
ican people hostage in denying them
the services and the protections of
their government, the much-needed
paychecks for the workers employed by
these agencies, simply to satisfy the
ego of someone at the end of Pennsyl-
vania Avenue.

Madam Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
PALLONE), who is the chairman of the
authorizing Committee on Energy and
Commerce.
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Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I
thank the chairman of the sub-
committee for yielding me the time.

Madam Speaker, this bill is really
important. It would provide funding for
our critical food, nutrition, and rural
development agencies, including the
Food and Drug Administration.

What we are really asking is to keep
the government open. There may be
disagreement about the wall and some
aspects of border security, but that
shouldn’t hold hostage these important
spending bills that keep the govern-
ment going.

I wanted to talk about the FDA. The
FDA is one of our most critical public
health agencies overseeing food, med-
ical products, cosmetics, and tobacco,
products that account for 20 cents of
every dollar spent by U.S. consumers.

As a result of the Trump government
shutdown, the FDA has had to cease a
number of important activities that
keep our Nation’s food and drugs safe
for all Americans.

For example, the FDA has stopped
conducting nearly two-thirds of the do-
mestic food inspections that the agen-
cy typically conducts, putting our Na-
tion’s food supply and food safety sys-
tem at risk. This comes on the heels of
a multi-State national recall of ro-
maine lettuce in November and Decem-
ber. This stoppage should be alarming
to all of us.

The FDA has halted routine inspec-
tions at food, drug, device, and
compounding facilities. It stopped ac-
cepting any new medical product appli-
cations unless the application is within
a small subset that did not require a
user fee. This includes applications for
new generic drugs that may bring fur-
ther competition to the pharma-
ceutical market.

The FDA has ceased any activities
related to over-the-counter products.

It put on hold any enforcement ac-
tivities related to medical products or
facilities that have been found to be in
violation of the law.

What we are seeing are no inspec-
tions, no enforcement activities. And,
today, more than 6,000 FDA employees
are furloughed, and another 1,000 are
working without pay.

This Trump shutdown has had a dra-
matic effect on our economy, our Fed-
eral employees, and the functioning of
our government. Agency heads are
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being forced to plan without knowledge
of whether the shutdown will last an-
other day, another week, or another
month. These are real lives that are
being impacted.

Madam Speaker, I urge the Senate
majority leader and the President to
support this bill so we can restore
funding to the FDA so that consumers
continue to have safe food and medical
supplies.

Mr. ADERHOLT. Madam Speaker, 1
yield 5 minutes to the gentleman from
the State of Washington (Mr.
NEWHOUSE), who serves on the Appro-
priations Committee.

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Madam Speaker, I
would like to thank the ranking mem-
ber on the House Agriculture, Rural
Development, Food and Drug Adminis-
tration, and Related Agencies Sub-
committee, Mr. ADERHOLT, for yield-
ing, as well as for his strong leadership
on behalf of our agricultural commu-
nity.

Madam Speaker, I rise in opposition
to the bill before us today. Throughout
last year, the House Appropriations
Committee worked on a bipartisan
basis to find common ground for fiscal
year 2019 appropriations bills, includ-
ing the vitally important Agriculture
appropriations legislation.

Unfortunately, the bill before us
today does not reflect those bipartisan
efforts. As I have been sharing with my
constituents, the bill before us has
never had a hearing in this body, has
never had a markup in this body, and
now has no opportunity for amend-
ments to be offered.

By taking up this bill, unfortunately,
House Democrats are effectively writ-
ing off the people’s House and shirking
our responsibilities by deferring to the
U.S. Senate. My constituents’ prior-
ities—and I would submit those of con-
stituents of my colleagues across the
aisle—deserve to be heard.

I offered two important amendments
to the Agriculture appropriations bill
in the Rules Committee this week.
Both amendments previously passed
unanimously in the Appropriations
Committee and, rightfully, should be in
the bill before us.

The first was a bipartisan amend-
ment I offered with my colleague, SAN-
FORD BISHOP, who was the then-ranking
member of the Agriculture, Rural De-
velopment, Food and Drug Administra-
tion, and Related Agencies Sub-
committee. The amendment would
have upheld the longstanding prohibi-
tion of releasing proprietary SNAP
sales data of food retailers.

Due to a decision last year in the
Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals, USDA
will be required to release the SNAP
redemption data of all retail stores
across the United States. The result
will be irreparable harm to competi-
tion in the food retail marketplace. My
amendment sought to prevent the clo-
sure of grocery stores in both rural and
urban areas by upholding this long-
standing USDA practice.

The second bipartisan amendment
passed unanimously in the Appropria-
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tions Committee directed USDA to
work with H-2A agency partners to
modernize, develop, and implement an
online application system for the H-2A
program.

I constantly hear from farmers in
central Washington about how ineffi-
cient the H-2A program operates due to
the continued use of paper-only appli-
cations. Many farmers have had to deal
with 1lost applications and other
logistical inefficiencies, making the H-
2A program inconsistent and all too
often an unreliable program for farm-
ers.

This amendment supported the ad-
ministration’s regulatory task force re-
form efforts to modernize that program
with technological advancements that
would make the program more user-
friendly. It demonstrated an important
step to providing relief for farmers fac-
ing a broken bureaucratic maze when
trying to access a reliable workforce.

Madam Speaker, these are just two of
the many reasons that I am not sup-
porting the bill before us. But there are
other issues that must be pointed out,
like the fact that the House bill made
a major investment in the new
broadband pilot program for rural
America by adding an additional $550
million in infrastructure for the
unserved and underserved. This bill un-
dercuts that by $1256 million.

In regard to the important matter of
food and drug safety, our House bill in-
cluded higher levels of funding for the
FDA, which is critical to helping indus-
try advance their medical products to
the marketplace sooner, safer, and
with greater efficiency.

The House bill included language to
secure set-aside funds for persistent
poverty counties in rural areas. This
provision was vital to rural commu-
nities across the country that face
challenges escaping poverty. Unfortu-
nately, that is not included in this bill.

Lastly, the House bill included near-
ly $30 million more for the National In-
stitute of Food and Agriculture for re-
search that is vital to our Nation’s
food security priorities. Again, that is
not included in this bill.

Madam Speaker, as a proud member
of the Appropriations Committee, I
urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘no’” on
this legislation. The bipartisan work
conducted by House appropriators
must be honored. We should not abdi-
cate our responsibility and the voices
of our constituents to the Senate.

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume to just say that the gen-
tleman from Washington makes some
salient points. I agree with the gen-
tleman that the Freedom of Informa-
tion Act and the SNAP retail sales lan-
guage is something that we would love
to have and should be in this legisla-
tion.

Also, I look forward to working with
the gentleman to take care of that as
we move forward in the 116th Congress,
as well as our work on the H-2A pro-
gram, which is in bad need of repair.
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And persistent poverty, the 10-20-30
program, we are happy that the gen-
tleman is supportive and that the com-
mittee has been supportive. We look
forward to making sure that that is
implemented fully as we move forward.

But, right now, we have to open the
government. We cannot afford to let
this government remain closed to con-
tinue to hurt the American people.

Madam Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
ScoTT), who is my classmate and the
chair of the Committee on Education
and Labor.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, I thank Chairman BISHOP for
his distinguished leadership, and I
thank the gentleman for the oppor-
tunity to mention several of the issues
relevant to the jurisdiction of the Edu-
cation and Labor Committee.

Madam Speaker, this legislation
funds critical nutrition assistance pro-
grams that serve children and families.
Nutrition programs are among the
most important and cost-effective in-
vestments in the Federal budget.

Study after study demonstrates that
freedom from hunger is the foundation
that children and families need to lift
themselves out of poverty. Beyond the
tragedy of any child going to school on
an empty stomach, we cannot expect
hungry children to reach their full po-
tential at school or to grow up into
healthy adults unless they have proper
nutrition.

This reckless shutdown has left our
constituents with uncertainty and anx-
iety about their access to programs
they rely on, such as WIC, SNAP, or
school meals. Now, while these pro-
grams are still available and USDA is
temporarily paying benefits, it is im-
perative that we secure funding for
these vital programs to ensure that
children and families are not left be-
hind.

This should not be a controversial
bill. But the shutdown has created a
crisis, so we are not going to go back
and forth over the details. We are going
to pass a bill.

The Republican Senate passed this
exact language with overwhelming sup-
port last year, and we have to pass
something. Some have said we
shouldn’t pass this bill, but they have
not said we should pass anything. We
have to pass a bill to reopen the gov-
ernment.

Madam Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to support this legislation.

Mr. ADERHOLT. Madam Speaker, 1
reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. COSTA),
who is a member of the authorizing
House Committee on Agriculture. He
represents an area in California that is
called the salad bowl of our country.

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding.

Madam Speaker, this legislation,
along with the other bills that we have
been voting on, is about doing our job.
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It is about reopening government. It is
about reestablishing Congress as a co-
equal branch of government.

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of
this bipartisan funding bill for the De-
partment of Agriculture and the Food
and Drug Administration.

The day before the government shut-
down began, the President signed into
law the 2018 farm bill, after much de-
bate and work. As a member of the
conference committee, we negotiated
the farm bill in good faith. Therefore,
it has been incredibly disappointing to
see the shutdown prevent key pieces of
the legislation from taking effect. Ex-
amples of the impacts in my district
are the following.

One such program allows a company
in my district to deliver fresh Cali-
fornia produce to our local school dis-
tricts to improve the quality of food
for the children. This contractor now is
not allowed to be paid.

They are among many of the sub-
contractors who do business with gov-
ernmental entities. Because of the
shutdown, the USDA cannot pay them
to provide services, putting in jeopardy
the future of their businesses and peo-
ple who work for them, and the deliv-
ery, in this case, of healthy fruits and
vegetables to our local schools.

Additionally, if the shutdown lingers
into March, it is uncertain how mil-
lions of Americans, including one-quar-
ter of my constituents, will receive
SNAP benefits. These are young peo-
ple; these are elderly; and these are
part of the working poor. The future
funding for the Women, Infants and
Children’s Nutrition Program is also at
risk.

Without passing the bill before us
today, valley dairymen and almond
farmers in my district, and many other
producers across the Nation, will not
be able to sign up for retaliatory tariff
relief payments, and the impacts of
these tariff wars have been significant
throughout the country.

In addition, farmers cannot sign up
for newly revamped conservation pro-
grams that I helped pass in the farm
bill. These programs are vital for Cali-
fornia agriculture, where farmers work
through drought years and continue
their responsible stewardship of the
land.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I yield the gentleman from
California an additional 20 seconds.

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, farmers
cannot sign up for new crop insurance
as well to help them manage risks as
we approach the planting season, and
farming is a risky business.

What is more, food safety is put at
risk while food inspectors are forced to
work without pay.

Madam Speaker, it is time to pass
this bill so that the USDA and the FDA
can go back to work for Americans. We
should do our job. It is irresponsible to
shut down government and leverage
American citizens in this fashion.

The
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Mr. ADERHOLT. Madam Speaker, 1
reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, may I inquire how much time
remains.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Georgia has 5% minutes
remaining. The gentleman from Ala-
bama has 10%2 minutes remaining.

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. KILDEE),
who is a member of the House Com-
mittee on Ways and Means and who is
also the chief deputy whip.

Mr. KILDEE. Madam Speaker, I
thank the chairman for yielding and
for his leadership in bringing this legis-
lation, which I support, to the floor,
legislation that would fund the Depart-
ment of Agriculture for the rest of the
year.

This bill would end part of the shut-
down that this President has orches-
trated and fund the Department of Ag-
riculture, which helps people from
going hungry and supports our farmers.

0 1330

With the shutdown of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, we are not imple-
menting the farm bill that we passed
here, which means we are not helping
increase access to fruits and vegetables
through programs like the Double Up
Food Bucks program in Michigan. We
are not helping struggling farmers sign
up for crop insurance, our best risk
mitigation tool. The agriculture indus-
try is already being hurt by President
Trump’s poor trade practices. This is
just another attack on them.

Also, programs cannot proceed to ad-
dress drinking water needs in our rural
communities. We have places like
Oscoda in my home district experi-
encing a drinking water emergency
from PFAS. They have relied on the
Department of Agriculture for help.
That help won’t be available.

By passing this bill, we put thou-
sands of Michigan workers back to
work. We ensure families who rely on
food nutrition assistance will get the
help they need. Right now, they are
only guaranteed that help through the
end of February.

Additionally, there are contractors
who are essentially doing much of the
same work as government employees
but are not getting paid and will not
see a paycheck when all of this is over.

During this Trump shutdown, these
hardworking employees don’t know
where their next paycheck is coming
from. They can’t turn to their parents
like some can when they run out of
money to pay their bills. They need
help for healthcare. They need help to
pay for childcare. They need to be able
to cover their housing costs. They need
to be able to buy food for their fami-
lies. They can’t plan for their own fu-
ture when they don’t know what they
are going to be able to do next week.

President Trump is using these fami-
lies and farmers who work or depend on
the Department of Agriculture as
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pawns in a political game. We may
have disagreements, but we should
never, ever shut the government down
in order to achieve something that the
President and his party are unwilling
to submit to the legislative process.

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

As I noted earlier, the Agriculture,
Rural Development, Food and Drug Ad-
ministration, and Related Agencies Ap-
propriations Subcommittee received
over 350 Members who came before our
subcommittee and submitted requests.
Many of those requests included sup-
port for animal disease and for plant
pests destroying agriculture products.
Let me just give an example of some
that we heard.

The House bill included $15 million to
fight the pest from China called the
spotted lanternfly. This pest is de-

stroying fruits, vegetables, and
ornamentals in the mid-Atlantic
States.

The House bill included $5 million
more for the oriental fruit fly that rav-
aged south Florida.

The House bill and also the House re-
port included higher amounts for the
citrus greening disease killing the or-
ange groves across Florida.

I can give numerous examples of
other House priorities and directives
included in the House bill and report
by the majority that have been dis-
missed by the Senate bill. Like I said,
these are just some examples that our
Members have requested. It has been
important to their districts. They
thought it was very important for agri-
culture in their regions.

Again, by us adopting the bill today,
we would be doing this for nothing.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
I yield 2 minutes to the gentlewoman
from Florida (Ms. WASSERMAN
SCHULTZ), the chair-designate of Mili-
tary Construction, Veterans Affairs,
and Related Agencies Subcommittee of
the Appropriations Committee.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the gentleman for
yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to urge

Congress to pass this bill, which would
fund agricultural and nutrition pro-
grams that are vital to our Nation’s
farmers and well-being. I also rise to
ask that my colleagues refrain from
turning millions of hardworking SNAP
recipients into pawns in a shutdown
fight over a feckless border wall.

While the President continues to in-
sist on shutting down key agencies like
the USDA, our Nation’s farmers are
facing uncertainty. Every month,
USDA releases the World Agricultural
Supply and Demand Estimates report,
which provides important information
about the size of crop harvests. How-
ever, due to the shutdown, the USDA is
unable to send out this highly antici-
pated report, casting doubt on the agri-
cultural commodities markets.

Even worse, the shutdown has forced
USDA to stop providing assistance to
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the thousands of farmers feeling in-
tense pressure from President Trump’s
ridiculous trade war. Agriculture is the
number two economic driver of Flor-
ida’s economy.

This shutdown could also potentially
affect our public health. The FDA can-
not accept any new regulatory submis-
sions during the shutdown. This means
that food and drug manufacturers can’t
provide documentation to the agency
to verify compliance with safety regu-
lations.

The FDA has also been forced to cut
back inspections of food processing fa-
cilities, putting public health at risk.
Essential inspectors are working with-
out pay. The FDA sets targets for in-
spections, and the shutdown will pre-
vent the agency from meeting those
targets.

Finally, we must pass this bill to
avoid potentially disastrous effects on
Americans suffering from food insecu-
rity. SNAP, also known as food stamps,
is a crucial program that helps these
Americans put food on the table, but
SNAP is estimated to have only
enough funding to last until February.
After that, Federal law requires USDA
to ration any available funding among
SNAP recipients.

If President Trump continues to
refuse to reopen the government, al-
most 3.7 million people in Florida may
lose the assistance that helps feed their
families. That would be a shameful sit-
uation for the wealthiest nation on
Earth.

The longer the shutdown goes on, the
bigger the impact will be on our Na-
tion’s food safety and health. I urge my
colleagues to vote for this bill because
people’s livelihoods and well-being are
on the line.

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, I yield
2 minutes to the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. DIAZ-BALART), who is another
member of the Appropriations Com-
mittee. He, of course, chaired the
Transportation, Housing and Urban De-
velopment, and Related Agencies Sub-
committee in the 115th Congress.

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker,
here is the sad truth which, by the
way, everybody knows, unfortunately:
This bill, if passed, will not reopen the
Federal Government.

By the way, how do I know that? Be-
cause this bill already passed last
week. It is sitting in the Senate. It has
not reopened the Federal Government.
This is another false attempt to fool
the American people.

Some of the great Appropriations
members of our time would be rolling
in their graves right now if they knew
that the House is taking up a Senate
bill with zero input and zero amend-
ments from any Member of the House—
not one Member of the House. So, obvi-
ously, we should reject this flawed
strategy.

But I want to thank the ranking
member, Mr. ADERHOLT, for speaking
about some of the specifics. I want to
just talk about a couple of specifics in
this bill where it falls, frankly, very,
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very, very, very short. Let me talk
about a couple issues that are very im-
portant to Florida.

Citrus is a key, critical industry for
Florida. This bill does not adequately
fund citrus greening research. It falls
seriously short on funding something
that is so important for the survival of
our farmers and the industry in Flor-
ida.

Also, Mr. Speaker, it falls short on
combating the oriental fruit fly, an-
other critical issue for our farmers in
Florida.

We have to recall that Florida is still
recovering from the devastation caused
by recent hurricanes. This bill falls
short in helping the farmers in the
State of Florida.

But as I said at the beginning, Mr.
Speaker, if that wasn’t enough, this is
all a charade.

By the way, do you know what the
sad part is, Mr. Speaker? I am going to
be proven right.

Last week, a lot of us said that about
those bills that our friends on the
other side of the aisle said were going
to reopen the government. Do you
know who was proven right and who
was proven wrong? We are going to be
proven right again.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
JEFFRIES). The time of the gentleman
has expired.

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, I yield
the gentleman from Florida an addi-
tional 30 seconds.

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. This is a sham. I
would ask, respectfully, to defeat this
bill, which is a charade, a sham, and
will not open the Federal Government.
Everybody knows that. Everybody
knows that it will not reopen the Fed-
eral Government. It doesn’t have any
input from the House and falls shorts
for Florida farmers and other farmers
around the country.

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to say, as
it has already been said by many of my
colleagues here on the Republican side,
that this bill serves only to give a false
impression that the new majority is
trying to resolve our funding dif-
ferences.

The American people want and need
both enhanced border security and
funding of remaining government agen-
cies that are operating on limited staff
currently, as we speak. This bill is
really an affront to the House of Rep-
resentatives and to the citizens who
elected them to serve them because, as
has been said over and over this after-
noon, there has been no input from any
of the 435 House Members into this leg-
islation.

Therefore, in closing, Mr. Speaker, I
would urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘no”’
on this legislation that is before us this
afternoon, and I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
I yield such time as he may consume to
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the gentleman from California (Mr. PA-
NETTA), as I prepare to close and urge
my colleagues to open the Department
of Agriculture, the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration, and all the agencies. He
is a member of the House Committee
on Agriculture and Committee on Ways
and Means. He also represents the
salad bowl of this country.

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, today,
we, unfortunately, are enduring our
government’s second longest govern-
ment shutdown since 1981.

I realize that some call it a partial
government shutdown, but let me tell
you, there is nothing partial about the
lost wages that our Federal workers
are encountering, there is nothing par-
tial about the lost income that our
small business owners are enduring,
and there is nothing partial about the
lost services that my farmers in the
salad bowl of the world will experience
during this shutdown.

That is why it has fallen on all of us
in this Congress to make whole the vic-
tims of the shutdown. And it starts
today by passing this Agriculture Ap-
propriations act.

As a member of the House Agri-
culture Committee, I was proud to
have passed and have signed into law
the 2018 farm bill. But if this shutdown
doesn’t end soon, there are many provi-
sions of that farm bill that will not be
implemented.

Why? The USDA is closed, the Farm
Service Agency is shuttered, agricul-
tural research is suspended, organic
certification programs are stopped, and
families may not get their benefits
through the Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program.

Those are just part of the problems
with this partial government shut-
down, a shutdown in which all of our
farmers will be affected. That is why
all of us in this government must do
our job and live up to our responsi-
bility to govern. Some may call it a
charade. We call it governing. That is
why I ask my colleagues to pass this
Agriculture Appropriations Act.

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
I yield back the balance of my time.

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, | join with my
colleagues in supporting House passage today
of the long overdue FY 2019 Department of
Agriculture, Food and Drug Administration,
and Related Agencies funding bill which will
help bring an end to the reckless shutdown for
the agencies, programs, and federal employ-
ees that are covered by this measure.

We need to pass this bill today, and the
Senate needs to follow suit, to help stave off
some of the worst consequences that face
some of the most vulnerable as a result of the
President’s reckless decision.

If the partial government shutdown, which
the President is so proud to have caused,
continues there may not be sufficient appro-
priations for food assistance under the Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP)
to provide full benefits or any benefits. USDA
recently announced it was making moves to
try and delay the inevitable for these pro-
grams. But that is just a stall—one of the
many desperate actions by an Administration
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apparently just now starting to realize the
damage it is inflicting across America.

To make his case, the President held a na-
tional press conference earlier this week to
sell his made up “crisis” along the Southern
border. A “crisis” that experts say is not hap-
pening. Border apprehensions are at lows not
seen in nearly two decades. The “crisis,” if
any exists, is his policy of denying asylum
seekers their legal right to make their claims.

President Trump inflicted this chaotic shut-
down on the American people to try and bully
the nation into building his vanity wall.

Well, let me tell you about the real crisis
that he is creating in millions of households
across the country from the dedicated federal
employees who have been sent home without
pay or those working without pay who are
wondering how they will pay rent or their mort-
gage and their bills now that the federal gov-
ernment has broken faith with them.

Or the real crisis this Administration is cre-
ating for the millions of families and individuals
who depend on SNAP and WIC to help keep
food on the table. In my home state, that in-
cludes hundreds of thousands of women, chil-
dren, seniors, low-income military veterans,
and the disabled who are already struggling.
These harms aren’t hypothetical, folks. Hunger
is real in our country and millions of Ameri-
cans are struggling to put food on the table.
And the Trump Shutdown is only making it
harder to do.

One estimate is that if USDA does not have
enough funding on hand to pay full benefits
and provide partial funding spread evenly
across all SNAP households, it would result in
an average benefit cut per household of at
least $90 or close to 40 percent.

Similarly, benefits available through the
Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for
Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) are at
risk. WIC is such an important program that
helps provide targeted nutrition and other
services to at-risk women. This program has
helped improve breastfeeding rates among its
target population and saves lives and money
for the taxpayer. Over 7 million mothers, preg-
nant women, and children rely on WIC.

WIC clinics are currently open and operating
normally but that funding will run out if the
shutdown continues. If the shutdown continues
as long as the President wants it to, WIC
agencies may be forced to start waiting lists
for benefits, freeze new applications, furlough
staff, or close clinics in the face of declining or
no funding.

And even with doors open, the uncertainty
created by the shutdown may be discouraging
eligible individuals from reaching out to WIC
for support, undermining the program’s pur-
pose.

And we will all pay in the end if taxpayers
have to bear health care expenses and other
costs for individuals that could have been
avoided.

The bill before us, that the Senate Appro-
priations Committee unanimously approved
last year, will ensure that these critical benefits
continue to be paid and that families can con-
tinue to put food on the table.

| urge my colleagues to support this bill.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
support of this special order to speak against
the devastating cuts being proposed for the
Farm Bill's Supplemental Nutrition Assistant
Program (SNAP).

The $20.5 billion cuts would remove 2 mil-
lion Americans from the food assistance pro-
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gram, and 210,000 children would lose access
to free school meals.

The House Democrats’ bill, is virtually iden-
tical to legislation that has already passed the
Senate on a 92-6 vote, will reopen these
agencies and stop some the worst impacts of
the Trump Shutdown on families, businesses,
and communities.

It provides $23.235 billion in discretionary
funding, $225 million above the FY2018 en-
acted level. In addition, it provides the latest
estimates for mandatory programs required by
law—including the Supplemental Nutrition As-
sistance Program and Child Nutrition Pro-
grams. It will ensure that the Department of
Agriculture and the FDA are both able to oper-
ate through September 30.

This bill rejects President Trump’s proposed
budget cuts to agriculture, rural development,
and conservation programs. It includes funding
for rural broadband that President Trump had
proposed eliminating.

Finally, the bill rejects President Trump’s
proposed elimination of Food for Peace and
the McGovern-Dole International Food for
Education and Child Nutrition Program, both
which provide lifesaving food assistance over-
seas.

For one in six Americans hunger is real and
far too many people assume that problems
with hunger are isolated in small pockets of
the country. That is not the case—hunger is
persistent and the impacts real for millions of
people who struggle to find enough to eat.

According to Feeding America:

In 2016, 46.2 million people were in poverty,
1.1 million people are food insecure in the
Houston area, 2.4 million rural households
face hunger;

Three-quarters of the counties with the high-
est rates of food insecurity are in rural areas;

86% of the counties with the highest rates
of child food insecurity are rural;

In 2017, there were 39.7 million people in
poverty.

There are 3.7 million Texans at risk of los-
ing Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Pro-
gram (SNAP) benefits if the Trump Shutdown
does not end.

The more important statistic is how many
other Americans will have their local grocery
store put at risk of closing or having reduced
supplies of groceries to serve their customers
because of the economic chaos that will
ensue if SNAP benefits across the nation are
ended due to the shutdown.

Most Americans have no idea how SNAP,
Women, Infants and Children’s (WIC) Food
and Nutrition Service and other federal food
subsidy programs contribute to the affordability
of food found in grocery stores.

For grocers, convenience stores and other
food retailers, the suspension of funding for
the food-stamp program, or SNAP, comes at
a time when they cannot afford to lose sales.

Over 3,500 grocery and convenience stores
operate on a 1% profit margin, with the pro-
posed cuts to the SNAP program, these stores
will experience a large decrease in profit.

There is no feasible way to absorb any kind
of decrease in sales.

The abrupt end of SNAP, WIC and other
Federal food subsidy program funding that is
spent at local grocers would be devastating to
all large grocery store chains.

In 2016, more than 52% of SNAP dollars, or
$33 billion, were redeemed at big-box stores
such as Walmart Inc. and Target Corp., up
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from 47% in 2015, U.S. Department of Agri-
culture data show.

Big retailers routinely notice a bump in sales
around the time states disperse SNAP money
to recipients each month.

Walmart generates roughly $13 billion in an-
nual sales from SNAP transactions, account-
ing for around 18% of the money spent
through the program nationwide.

Some retailers serve regions where more
than one-third of shoppers buy groceries with
food stamps, without this money most of these
stores will not be able to maintain the diverse
food choices that are usually available to their
consumers.

The retailer with the highest risk of lost
sales is Walmart which receives roughly 56%
of its food sales.

Dollar General, gets about 5 percent of its
sales from SNAP benefits and their traffic
slowed tremendously during the last govern-
ment shutdown, they can’t afford the same
outcome this year.

President Trump has previously dem-
onstrated a hostility towards the SNAP pro-
gram in his proposal that retailers pay a fee
for authorization to accept food stamps.

The government’s overall SNAP spending
declines when the economy improves and
fewer people rely on the program and this
means that grocery store customers are in-
stead using funds from employment or other
sources instead.

A government shutdown will have a de-
pressing effect on grocery store sales and
compounding this will be a cut in SNAP and
WIC funds.

Government low wage workers will be seek-
ing SNAP and WIC assistance as they work to
cope with not being paid.

Dean said cutting benefits when people’s fi-
nancial situations are not improving could
mean they use money they otherwise would
have spent on needs like clothing or even
medicine to make up for the gaps in their food
budget. So there’s still an impact to the overall
economy, she said.

A report by the USDA in 2010 also said that
boosting SNAP benefits during economic
downturns starts a “multiplier process” in
transactions and consumption. It found that
boosting SNAP expenditures by $1 billion was
estimated to increase economic activity by
$1.79 billion.

Unfortunately, benefits cannot be increased
as a direct consequence of the shutdown.

SNAP offers nutrition assistance to millions
of low income individuals and families. SNAP
is the largest program in the American domes-
tic hunger safety net.

If the Trump Shutdown extends for weeks or
months, the damage to the food economy may
not be easily repaired.

The Child Nutrition Programs, including
School Lunch, School Breakfast, Child and
Adult Care Feeding, Summer Food Service
and Special Milk will continue operations into
February according to the Department of Agri-
culture.

We cannot afford to create food deserts and
greater hunger in our country.

While prices for agricultural products are not
expected to be significantly altered in the short
term, an extended shutdown coupled with on-
going trade tensions could impact the ability
for farmers to operate in the domestic and
international marketplace.

The following USDA activities have been
shut down during the government funding
lapse:
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Provision of new rural development loans
and grants for housing, community facilities,
utilities and businesses.

All recreation sites across the U.S. National
Forest System, unless they are operated by
external parties under a recreational special
use permit.

New timber sales.

Most forest fuels reduction activities in and
around communities.

National  Agricultural ~ Statistics Service
(NASS) statistics, World Agricultural Supply
and Demand Estimates report, and other agri-
cultural economic and statistical reports and
projections. Investigation of packers and
stockyards related to fraudulent and anti-com-
petitive activities.

Assistance for the control of most plant and
animal pests and diseases unless funded by
cooperators or other  non-appropriated
sources.

Research facilities except for the care for
animals, plants and associated infrastructure
to preserve agricultural research. Provision of
new grants or processing of payments for ex-
isting grants to support research, education,
and extension.

ERS Commodity Outlook Reports, Data
Products, research reports, staff analysis, and
projections. The ERS public website has been
taken offline.

Most departmental management, adminis-
trative and oversight functions, including civil
rights, human resources, financial manage-
ment, audit, investigative, legal and informa-
tion technology activities.

Mandatory Audits (Financial Statements,
FISMA, and potentially Improper Payments)
will be suspended and may not be completed
and released on the date mandated by law.

Farm loans and some farm payments (in-
cluding direct payments, market assistance
loans, market facilitation payments for those
producers who have not certified production,
and disaster assistance programs).

The Agriculture Industry has been harmed
by the tariff battles that President Trump start-
ed and continues to wage.

Funding was put in the Farm Bill that
passed in December to offer some relief that
will not come until the shutdown ends.

| ask my Colleagues to join me in voting for
the passage of this bill.

President Trump needs to end this shut-
down now.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time
for debate has expired.

Pursuant to House Resolution 28, the
previous question is ordered on the bill.

The question is on the engrossment
and third reading of the bill.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, and was read the
third time.

MOTION TO RECOMMIT

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, I have
a motion to recommit at the desk.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is the
gentleman opposed to the bill?

Mr. ADERHOLT. I am, in its current
form.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Clerk will report the motion to recom-
mit.

The Clerk read as follows:

Mr. Aderholt moves to recommit the bill
H.R. 265 to the Committee on Appropriations
with instructions to report the same back to
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the House forthwith with the following
amendments:

Page 2, line 7, after the first dollar
amount, insert ‘‘(reduced by $19,000,000)".

Page 2, line 18, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(reduced by $12,000,000)"’.

Page 2, line 19, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(reduced by $12,000,000)"’.

Page 3, line 5, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(reduced by $2,000,000)".

Page 3, line 9, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(reduced by $5,000,000)".

Page 4, line 15, after the first dollar
amount, insert ‘‘(reduced by $6,000,000)"".

Page 5, line 3, after the dollar amount, in-
sert “‘(reduced by $34,000,000)"".

Page 5, line 4, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(reduced by $10,000,000)"".

Page 5, line 8, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘“‘(reduced by $3,000,000)".

Page 6, line 8, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(reduced by $58,000,000)"".

Page 17, line 22, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(reduced by $3,000,000)"’.

Page 66, line 12, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(reduced by $2,000,000)"’.

Page 100, line 22, after the dollar amount,
insert ‘‘(increased by $125,000,000)’.

Mr. ADERHOLT (during the reading).
Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent
to dispense with the reading.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Alabama?

There was no objection.

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
I reserve a point of order on the gentle-
man’s motion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. A point
of order is reserved.

Pursuant to the rule, the gentleman
from Alabama (Mr. ADERHOLT) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes in support of his
motion.

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, this
motion to recommit restores a House
priority that had overwhelming sup-
port when we put together the FY 2019
Agriculture bill during the last Con-
gress.

As I mentioned in my opening state-
ment, our House bill last year placed a
high priority on delivery of broadband
to the unserved and underserved popu-
lations in rural America. Eighty per-
cent of the 24 million American house-
holds that do not have reliable, afford-
able, high-speed internet, are in rural
areas.
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That is according to the most recent
report by the Federal Communications
Commission. Again, 80 percent are in
rural areas.

Reliable and affordable internet
connectivity is fundamental for eco-
nomic activity throughout the United
States. It is also a fundamental need
for rural American households, for
schools, and for healthcare centers.

The National Agriculture and Rural
Prosperity Task Force recommended
connectivity for all rural Americans
because it has become a modern-day
necessity. It is not simply an amenity
anymore. In today’s information age
and where we live today, it is driving
our global economy.

Our House appropriation bill last
yvear included $550 million for this new
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pilot program. This motion that is now
before us will simply add an additional
$125 million to the $440 million in the
bill before us today.

This higher level will not fully ad-
dress the multi-billion-dollar require-
ment to address rural broadband inter-
net needs, but it is a wise and nec-
essary investment.

The new rural broadband program
that was designed by USDA this year
takes into account lessons learned
from prior-year broadband initiatives.

The new pilot program is a good bal-
ance between grants to the neediest
communities and low-cost loans to
those communities and citizens that
can afford the loans.

Mr. Speaker, you might not find a
great deal of agreement between the
priorities of President Trump and
former President Obama, but the vital
need for rural broadband is one of those
things. This motion is a modest pro-
posal that all of us feel obligated to
support, regardless of your politics.

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, I urge a
““yes’ vote on the motion, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
I withdraw my reservation of a point of
order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The res-
ervation of a point of order is with-
drawn.

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
I rise in opposition to the motion to re-
commit.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Georgia is recognized for 5
minutes.

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
as many know, I have been and will
continue to be an advocate and a sup-
porter of rural broadband expansion. I
view it as an obligation to provide ade-
quate service for everyone, as it is vital
to health, safety, the economy, and the
welfare of all of our rural communities.

The $425 million that is provided in
this bill will complement the $600 mil-
lion that was provided in the FY 2018
bill, which has not yet been spent.

USDA recently completed the pro-
gram design, and it can now begin im-
plementing and, if this bill is enacted,
awarding over $1 billion in broadband
expansion funding to the communities
that need it the most.

This funding is in addition to the
other programs that assist commu-
nities in getting broadband services,
including the Community Connect Pro-
gram, the Broadband Loan Program,
and the Distance Learning and Tele-
communication Program.

We have funding in the works to ac-
complish the needs for rural
broadband. We need to pass this bill be-
cause we need to open the government.
We need to make sure that USDA and
the Food and Drug Administration and
all of the agencies that are shut down
will open, and open quickly, to support
the needs of the American people.

Mr. Speaker, I urge that this motion
to recommit be rejected, and I yield
back the balance of my time.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the previous question is or-
dered on the motion to recommit.

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion to recommit.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the noes appeared to have it.

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker,
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

on

TRANSPORTATION, HOUSING AND
URBAN DEVELOPMENT, AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2019

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, pursuant to House Resolution
28, I call up the bill (H.R. 267) making
appropriations for the Department of
Transportation, and Housing and
Urban Development, and related agen-
cies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2019, and for other purposes,
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 28, the bill is
considered read.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 267

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That the following sums
are appropriated, out of any money in the
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for the
Departments of Transportation, and Housing
and Urban Development, and related agen-
cies for the fiscal year ending September 30,
2019, and for other purposes, namely:

TITLE I—DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses of the Office of the
Secretary, $113,535,000, of which not to ex-
ceed $3,001,000 shall be available for the im-
mediate Office of the Secretary; not to ex-
ceed $1,040,000 shall be available for the im-
mediate Office of the Deputy Secretary; not
to exceed $20,428,000 shall be available for the
Office of the General Counsel; not to exceed
$10,265,000 shall be available for the Office of
the Under Secretary of Transportation for
Policy; not to exceed $14,019,000 shall be
available for the Office of the Assistant Sec-
retary for Budget and Programs; not to ex-
ceed $2,550,000 shall be available for the Of-
fice of the Assistant Secretary for Govern-
mental Affairs; not to exceed $29,244,000 shall
be available for the Office of the Assistant
Secretary for Administration; not to exceed
$2,142,000 shall be available for the Office of
Public Affairs; not to exceed $1,835,000 shall
be available for the Office of the Executive
Secretariat; not to exceed $12,325,000 shall be
available for the Office of Intelligence, Secu-
rity, and Emergency Response; and not to
exceed $16,686,000 shall be available for the
Office of the Chief Information Officer: Pro-
vided, That the Secretary of Transportation
is authorized to transfer funds appropriated
for any office of the Office of the Secretary
to any other office of the Office of the Sec-
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retary: Provided further, That no appropria-
tion for any office shall be increased or de-
creased by more than 5 percent by all such
transfers: Provided further, That notice of
any change in funding greater than 5 percent
shall be submitted for approval to the House
and Senate Committees on Appropriations:
Provided further, That not to exceed $60,000
shall be for allocation within the Depart-
ment for official reception and representa-
tion expenses as the Secretary may deter-
mine: Provided further, That notwithstanding
any other provision of law, excluding fees au-
thorized in Public Law 107-71, there may be
credited to this appropriation up to $2,500,000
in funds received in user fees: Provided fur-
ther, That none of the funds provided in this
Act shall be available for the position of As-
sistant Secretary for Public Affairs.
RESEARCH AND TECHNOLOGY

For necessary expenses related to the Of-
fice of the Assistant Secretary for Research
and Technology, $8,471,000, of which $2,218,000
shall remain available until September 30,
2021: Provided, That there may be credited to
this appropriation, to be available until ex-
pended, funds received from States, counties,
municipalities, other public authorities, and
private sources for expenses incurred for
training: Provided further, That any reference
in law, regulation, judicial proceedings, or
elsewhere to the Research and Innovative
Technology Administration shall continue to
be deemed to be a reference to the Office of
the Assistant Secretary for Research and
Technology of the Department of Transpor-
tation.

NATIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENTS

For capital investments in surface trans-
portation infrastructure, $1,000,000,000, to re-
main available through September 30, 2021:
Provided, That the Secretary of Transpor-
tation shall distribute funds provided under
this heading as discretionary grants to be
awarded to a State, local government, tran-
sit agency, port authority, or a collaboration
among such entities on a competitive basis
for projects that will have a significant local
or regional impact: Provided further, That
projects eligible for funding provided under
this heading shall include, but not be limited
to, highway or bridge projects eligible under
title 23, United States Code; public transpor-
tation projects eligible under chapter 53 of
title 49, United States Code; passenger and
freight rail transportation projects; and port
infrastructure investments (including inland
port infrastructure and land ports of entry):
Provided further, That of the amount made
available under this heading, the Secretary
may use an amount not to exceed $15,000,000
for the planning, preparation or design of
projects eligible for funding under this head-
ing: Provided further, That grants awarded
under the previous proviso shall not be sub-
ject to a minimum grant size: Provided fur-
ther, That the Secretary may use up to 20
percent of the funds made available under
this heading for the purpose of paying the
subsidy and administrative costs of projects
eligible for Federal credit assistance under
chapter 6 of title 23, United States Code, or
sections 501 through 504 of the Railroad Revi-
talization and Regulatory Reform Act of 1976
(Public Law 94-210), as amended, if the Sec-
retary finds that such use of the funds would
advance the purposes of this paragraph: Pro-
vided further, That in distributing funds pro-
vided under this heading, the Secretary shall
take such measures so as to ensure an equi-
table geographic distribution of funds, an ap-
propriate balance in addressing the needs of
urban and rural areas, and the investment in
a variety of transportation modes: Provided
further, That a grant funded under this head-
ing shall be not less than $5,000,000 and not
greater than $25,000,000: Provided further,
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That not more than 10 percent of the funds
made available under this heading may be
awarded to projects in a single State: Pro-
vided further, That the Federal share of the
costs for which an expenditure is made under
this heading shall be, at the option of the re-
cipient, up to 80 percent: Provided further,
That the Secretary shall give priority to
projects that require a contribution of Fed-
eral funds in order to complete an overall fi-
nancing package: Provided further, That not
less than 30 percent of the funds provided
under this heading shall be for projects lo-
cated in rural areas: Provided further, That
for projects located in rural areas, the min-
imum grant size shall be $1,000,000 and the
Secretary may increase the Federal share of
costs above 80 percent: Provided further, That
projects conducted using funds provided
under this heading must comply with the re-
quirements of subchapter IV of chapter 31 of
title 40, United States Code: Provided further,
That the Secretary shall conduct a new com-
petition to select the grants and credit as-
sistance awarded under this heading: Pro-
vided further, That the Secretary may retain
up to $25,000,000 of the funds provided under
this heading, and may transfer portions of
those funds to the Administrators of the
Federal Highway Administration, the Fed-
eral Transit Administration, the Federal
Railroad Administration, and the Maritime
Administration to fund the award and over-
sight of grants and credit assistance made
under the National Infrastructure Invest-
ments program: Provided further, That none
of the funds provided in the previous proviso
may be used to hire additional personnel:
Provided further, That the Secretary shall
consider and award projects based solely on
the selection criteria from the fiscal year
2016 Notice of Funding Opportunity: Provided
further, That the Secretary shall not use the
Federal share or an applicant’s ability to
generate non-Federal revenue as a selection
criteria in awarding projects: Provided fur-
ther, That the Secretary shall issue the No-
tice of Funding Opportunity no later than 60
days after enactment of this Act: Provided
further, That the Notice of Funding Oppor-
tunity shall require application submissions
90 days after the publishing of such Notice:
Provided further, That of the applications
submitted under the previous two provisos,
the Secretary shall make grants no later
than 270 days after enactment of this Act in
such amounts that the Secretary deter-
mines: Provided further, That such sums pro-
vided for national infrastructure invest-
ments for passenger rail transportation
projects under title I of division C of the
Consolidated and Further Continuing Appro-
priations Act, 2012 (Public Law 112-55; 125
Stat. 641), shall remain available for expendi-
ture through fiscal year 2019 for the liquida-
tion of valid obligations of active grants in-
curred in fiscal year 2012: Provided further,
That such sums provided for national infra-
structure investments for port infrastruc-
ture projects under title VIII of division F of
the Consolidated and Further Continuing
Appropriations Act, 2013 (Public Law 113-6;
127 Stat. 432) shall remain available through
fiscal year 2020 for the liquidation of valid
obligations of active grants incurred in fiscal
year 2013: Provided further, That the 2 pre-
ceding provisos shall be applied as if they
were in effect on September 30, 2018: Provided
further, That after calculating the distribu-
tion of obligation limitation for Federal-aid
highways for fiscal year 2019 under section
120(a), the obligation limitation shall be re-
duced by $52,000,000 to a total of
$45,216,596,000: Provided further, That the re-
duction in the preceding proviso shall be ap-
plied to the obligation limitation determined
under section 120(a)(4) for the TIFIA program
(as defined in section 601(a) of title 23, United
States Code).
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