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Senate 
The Senate was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Monday, May 20, 2019, at 3 p.m. 

House of Representatives 
FRIDAY, MAY 17, 2019 

The House met at 9 a.m. and was 
called to order by the Speaker. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

We give You thanks, O God, for giv-
ing us another day. 

We ask Your blessing this day upon 
the Members of the people’s House. 
May their labors be graced by Your 
gifts of wisdom, patience, and charity, 
that truth and righteousness might 
prevail in all their proceedings. 

We take special note, at the end of 
National Peace Officers Memorial 
Week, of the 126 peace officers who 
have died this past year in the line of 
duty. We ask that You grant them 
eternal rest for having paid the ulti-
mate price in protecting us. 

Give their families consolation in 
mourning their loss. May they be as-
sured that we, as a Nation, hold them 
in our hearts and understand that we 
will always be indebted to them. 

May all that is done within the peo-
ple’s House this day be for Your great-
er honor and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mr. EVANS. Madam Speaker, pursu-
ant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote 

on agreeing to the Speaker’s approval 
of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on 
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. EVANS. Madam Speaker, on that 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8, 

rule XX, further proceedings on this 
question will be postponed. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from Georgia (Mrs. MCBATH) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mrs. MCBATH led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to five requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

BLACK MOTHERS SUFFER IN 
SILENCE 

(Mrs. MCBATH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. MCBATH. Madam Speaker, 
Black women are three to four times 

more likely to die from pregnancy-re-
lated complications, and this disparity 
persists across socioeconomic and edu-
cational levels. 

I recently heard the story of a con-
stituent in my district. Her name is 
Phiffer. After a failed emergency sur-
gery, she was confined to bedrest 20 
weeks into her pregnancy, but her doc-
tor failed to address her mental health. 

At 30 weeks, she gave birth to a beau-
tiful baby boy. But for a year after, she 
struggled with mental health. 

She said: ‘‘I know my story is 
unremarkable.’’ 

Unremarkable. Unremarkable be-
cause mothers are suffering in silence. 
Black mothers are suffering in silence 
daily. 

I am proud to be a founding member 
of the Black Maternal Health Caucus 
because we need to address this crisis. 
I look forward to working with my col-
leagues to make sure that women like 
Phiffer receive the proper care that 
they need and deserve. 

f 

HONORING STUART SLIGH, SR. 

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize Mr. 
Stuart Sligh, Sr., for winning the Sa-
vannah Morning News Unsung Hero 
Award for 2019. 

Presented annually at the Best of 
Preps banquet in the First Congres-
sional District of Georgia, the award 
honors individuals who unassumingly 
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offer their time and resources to local 
high school sports teams so they can 
perform at the highest level possible. 

This year’s recipient, Mr. Sligh, Sr., 
founded the Stuart Sligh Jr. Memorial 
Foundation in honor of his 16-year-old 
son, a standout athlete at Savannah 
Country Day School in both baseball 
and football who tragically passed 
away in a car accident. 

Raising money in Stu Sligh’s mem-
ory, the foundation has contributed 
over $50,000 to school athletics across 
the Savannah area, as well as other or-
ganizations in the State, like the 
YMCA. 

The donations have gone toward pur-
chasing pitching machines for baseball 
teams, new jerseys for football teams, 
and much more. 

I thank Mr. Sligh for his work in our 
community and congratulate him on 
winning the 2019 Unsung Hero Award. 

f 

LGBTQ AMERICANS DESERVE THE 
EQUALITY ACT 

(Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of 
New York asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute 
and to revise and extend her remarks.) 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New 
York. Madam Speaker, the LGBTQ 
community cannot wait any longer for 
their full rights and equal protection 
to be guaranteed across this country. 

We must pass H.R. 5, the Equality 
Act. 

Only 29 States have laws explicitly 
barring discrimination based on sexual 
orientation in employment, housing, 
and public accommodations. Only 20 
States have these protections for gen-
der identity. That is unacceptable. 

Being able to be your true self should 
not depend on where you live. Your 
protections and equal rights should not 
depend on where you live. 

All LGBTQ Americans deserve noth-
ing less than full rights and equal pro-
tection under the law, and that is ex-
actly what the Equality Act will do. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ on this historic 
civil rights bill to guarantee full equal-
ity for all. It will be on the floor later. 

f 

CELEBRATING ARMED FORCES 
DAY 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Madam Speaker, tomorrow, May 18, 
our Nation celebrates Armed Forces 
Day. 

Recognized the third Saturday in 
May since President Truman, Armed 
Forces Day is a time for us to pay spe-
cial tribute to the brave men and 
women serving in all areas of the mili-
tary. 

It is also a time to educate the public 
on the impacts that our servicemem-
bers have on communities across the 
country. 

As the proud father of a soldier, I am 
endlessly grateful for the selfless ac-
tions of our servicemembers and their 
devotion to country. 

Our servicemen and -women serve 
throughout the world as a beacon of 
light, carrying with them our values of 
liberty and justice. This service is 
often done on foreign lands and away 
from family and friends, but their will-
ingness to defeat any threat that seeks 
to harm American values and interests 
never wavers. 

Madam Speaker, with this day, we 
hope to show our appreciation so those 
honored are aware of how much we 
think of them and their sacrifices. 

f 

BUY CERTIFIED AMERICAN-GROWN 
FLOWERS 

(Mr. CARBAJAL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CARBAJAL. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the importance 
of buying American-grown flowers. 

Whether it is celebrating a wedding 
or graduation, or sending condolences, 
flowers have been used to mark signifi-
cant occasions for thousands of years. 

I have seen the value this industry 
adds to our economy and communities 
during my visits with our hardworking 
central coast farmers and workers. The 
cut flower industry generates thou-
sands of jobs and produces $1.2 billion 
in economic activity each year through 
flower farmers, distributors, and flo-
rists. 

California grows an astonishing 75 
percent of American-grown flowers, yet 
only a fraction of the flowers sold 
across the country were grown here. 
That must change. 

This week, Senator FEINSTEIN and I 
introduced a resolution to designate 
July as American Grown Flower Month 
and to encourage consumers to buy 
flowers with the ‘‘Certified American 
Grown’’ label. 

By passing H.R. 379, we will honor 
the beauty this industry brings to our 
homes year-round and help keep our 
American-grown flower industry pros-
perous. 

I urge my colleagues to join us in 
this effort. 

f 

MOURNING THE PASSING OF 
STEVE YOUNG 

(Mr. NEWHOUSE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today with a heavy heart, as the 
city of Kennewick and the greater Tri- 
Cities community mourns the loss of 
Councilman and former Mayor Steve 
Young. 

Steve held the distinction as the sec-
ond longest-serving mayor in the long 
history of the city of Kennewick, serv-
ing the people for nearly a decade in 
that role. But his service went far be-
yond those years. 

Outside of his continued service as a 
councilman, Steve’s footprint 

stretched far and wide, across not only 
the city of Kennewick and the Tri-Cit-
ies but the entire State of Washington. 

His vision, his advocacy, and his pas-
sion for serving the community will 
continue on through the many con-
tributions he provided for the Tri-Cit-
ies. 

The long list of community organiza-
tions, nonprofits, and local and State 
boards on which Steve served rightly 
demonstrate just how passionate he 
was about serving his community. 

My deepest condolences go out to 
Steve’s wife, Anita. My thoughts and 
prayers go out to her and the entire 
Young family. 

May my friend rest in peace. We will 
miss him. 

f 

VOTE FOR EQUALITY 

(Ms. VELÁZQUEZ asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Madam Speaker, a 
mile from my district sits The Stone-
wall Inn, the site where, five decades 
ago, Americans took to the streets to 
fight back against hate and launch the 
modern movement for LGBT rights. 

In a few hours, this House will pay 
homage to that struggle as we vote on 
historic legislation to protect the fun-
damental rights of millions of Ameri-
cans. 

The Equality Act will extend anti-
discrimination protections to LGBTQ 
Americans. Sadly, from education to 
housing to credit, in so many areas, 
discrimination based on sexual orienta-
tion or identity remains legal. That is 
wrong, and this bill will, at long last, 
change that. 

Madam Speaker, this is an issue of 
moral character. It speaks to who we 
are as a Nation. 

For us individually, this vote speaks 
to who we are not just as legislators 
but as human beings. I implore all my 
colleagues to do what you know is 
right in your heart. 

Vote for equality. Vote for respect, 
kindness, and love. Vote to end bigotry 
and discrimination. 

Vote ‘‘yes’’ on the Equality Act. 
f 

COMBATING BDS AND ANTI- 
SEMITISM 

(Mrs. WALORSKI asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. WALORSKI. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to stand with America’s 
friend and ally Israel against a rising 
tide of anti-Semitism and the dan-
gerous Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions 
movement, or BDS movement. 

BDS is a form of economic warfare 
aimed at marginalizing the world’s 
only Jewish state. This radical agenda 
rejects Israel’s right to self-defense and 
seeks to destroy its economy. 

The House must stand with Israel 
and pass H.R. 336, the Strengthening 
America’s Security in the Middle East 
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