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authorities available to respond to 
Russia, they were told they weren’t 
needed. 

Russia has a whole-of-government 
approach to this problem, and I would 
urge us to work in a bipartisan way in 
the Defense Authorization Act to en-
sure that we are ready with our full au-
thorities to defeat Russia and their ef-
forts to interfere with our election. 

f 

HIGHLIGHTING THE STRUGGLE OF 
RAIL COMMUTERS IN NEW JER-
SEY’S SEVENTH CONGRESSIONAL 
DISTRICT 

(Mr. MALINOWSKI asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MALINOWSKI. Madam Speaker, 
today I rise to highlight the struggle 
that rail commuters in New Jersey’s 
Seventh District face each day. 

Public transportation is vital to my 
State, where twice as many of us de-
pend on it than the national average. 

Right now, though, the 23,000 people 
who rely on the main rail line that 
cuts through the heart of my district, 
the Raritan Valley Line, are the only 
commuters in northern New Jersey 
without one-seat ride access to Man-
hattan during peak hours. To get to 
New York, they must transfer to New-
ark, adding at least 25 minutes to their 
commutes. 

Now, you might ask, why am I bring-
ing this local issue to the House? Why 
can’t New Jersey solve it by itself? 

Well, I will tell you why. Because 
every rail passenger trying to get to 
work along this economic corridor that 
is so vital, not just to my State, but to 
the economy of the United States, 
must squeeze through a crumbling, 110- 
year old bottleneck of a tunnel under 
the Hudson River that is owned and op-
erated by the Federal Government, and 
the Federal Government won’t fix it. 

The Raritan Valley Line Mayor’s Al-
liance, representing over 30 mayors, 
has been working to get one-seat ride. 
We need to do our part by passing an 
infrastructure bill this year that will 
fund the Gateway tunnel. 

f 

HEALTHCARE PRICES 

(Mrs. WAGNER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. WAGNER. Madam Speaker, I 
rise to support the Payment Commis-
sion Data Act, which would make pre-
scription drug prices more transparent, 
and the BLOCKING Act, which would 
bring generic drugs to the market fast-
er. 

I also support the Protecting Con-
sumer Access to Generic Drugs Act, 
which would prohibit drug companies 
from delaying the entry of generic 
drugs into the market. 

Unfortunately, Madam Speaker, 
Democrats have packaged these bills 
together with poison pills that would 

prevent States from offering lower cost 
healthcare plans. 

Democrats want to increase 
ObamaCare enrollment regardless of 
cost, but ObamaCare is not affordable 
for many Americans. The average 
monthly premium for a family of four 
is over $1,500, forcing Missourians to 
cut housing and child care so they can 
pay skyrocketing premiums. It is not a 
solution. We must take immediate ac-
tion to allow States to promote choices 
and affordability. 

f 

BLUE WATER NAVY VETERANS 

(Ms. SCANLON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. SCANLON. Madam Speaker, yes-
terday the House passed H.R. 299, the 
Blue Water Navy Vietnam Veterans 
Act of 2019. This long overdue legisla-
tion would finally provide disability 
benefits to veterans who served in the 
territorial seas surrounding Vietnam 
during the Vietnam war and were ex-
posed to Agent Orange. 

This change is long overdue but, 
sadly, thousands of brave Vietnam vet-
erans have already suffered the con-
sequences of Agent Orange-related ill-
nesses. 

A longtime resident of Media, Penn-
sylvania, John Bury, was a 22-year vet-
eran of the Navy and a legendary advo-
cate for sailors sickened by Agent Or-
ange. He, himself, survived cancer six 
times related to Agent Orange, and 
knew firsthand the challenges of navi-
gating the VA due to his service being 
on ships, rather than land. 

John passed away in late 2016, but his 
memory and service will live on. Sail-
ors like John are heroes and deserve to 
be treated as such by the VA. 

I urge the Senate to quickly take up 
this legislation and send it to the 
President’s desk so that thousands of 
others like John can get the care they 
deserve. 

f 

b 1215 

NATIONAL DRUG COURT MONTH 

(Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Madam 
Speaker, May is National Drug Court 
Month, and I rise to recognize these re-
markable facilities on their 30th anni-
versary. Since 1989, drug courts have 
provided countless addicted Americans 
referral to treatment and a lifesaving 
alternative to incarceration. 

When I first started Operation 
UNITE in my district in 2003, there 
were only five drug courts in the whole 
district of 30 counties. Today, we have 
one in all 30 counties, and those volun-
teer judges are changing more lives 
than ever before. 

At this moment, drug courts are pro-
viding a new lease on life to 144,000 
Americans around the country. Thank 
you to the countless professionals who 

make up our 3,000 drug courts. We have 
got a long road ahead, but I look for-
ward to ensuring drug courts remain a 
central part of that journey. 

f 

GUN SHOPS SHOULD MEET MIN-
IMUM SECURITY REQUIREMENTS 

(Mr. MORELLE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. MORELLE. Madam Speaker, 
across our Nation, we face an epidemic. 
In schools, in churches, on our streets, 
Americans are dying from gun vio-
lence. 

We have a moral responsibility to do 
everything in our power to prevent 
more people from suffering the loss of a 
loved one to the scourge of illegal guns. 
That is why I have introduced the Gun 
Theft Prevention Act. 

Last year, more than 500 gun shops 
were burglarized nationwide, releasing 
thousands of deadly weapons onto our 
streets and into the hands of criminals. 
In my district, a single gun shop was 
broken into twice in the same week, 
seven times in the span of a decade. 

Yet licensed gun dealers are not re-
quired to take even the most basic pre-
cautions, like locking their doors at 
night, to prevent these dangerous 
weapons from falling into the wrong 
hands. 

My bill requires gun shops to meet 
minimum security requirements, like 
locked cabinets and video surveillance, 
creates strong enforcement mecha-
nisms, requires reporting of stolen 
guns, and authorizes 650 new ATF in-
spectors. 

This is commonsense legislation that 
will save lives, and I will work tire-
lessly to ensure its passage. 

f 

PEACE OFFICERS MEMORIAL DAY 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Madam Speaker, today is Peace Offi-
cers Memorial Day, when we pay trib-
ute to local, State, and Federal law en-
forcement officers who serve and pro-
tect our communities. 

Today is an extra special day for one 
of my constituents and his family: 
Sugarcreek Police Sergeant Anthony 
Gorman, who was shot April 4, 1997, 
while investigating a suspicious car in 
a parking lot in Franklin, Pennsyl-
vania. He never fully recovered from 
his injuries. 

In October of 2014, Sergeant Gorman 
died at the age of 72, more than 17 
years after that initial gunshot. While 
his death was a direct consequence of 
the 1997 shooting, a doctor listed his 
cause of death as natural, which pre-
vented him from being honored at the 
National Law Enforcement Officers 
Memorial here in Washington, D.C. 

His son, Christopher, then embarked 
on a mission to have his dad’s name 
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memorialized. After years of research, 
petitions, and advocacy, it is now en-
graved at the East Pathway of Remem-
brance at section 25, line 31. 

Sergeant Gorman’s family was here 
this week for the candlelight vigil held 
Monday on The Mall, and thanks to 
Christopher Gorman’s determination, 
his dad’s name is finally where he be-
longs. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, May 15, 2019. 
Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the 
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II 
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
May 15, 2019, at 9:39 a.m.: 

That the Senate passed S. 1231. 
That the Senate passed S. 1436. 
Appointment: 
The Senate National Security Working 

Group. 
With best wishes, I am, 

Sincerely, 
CHERYL L. JOHNSON. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 5, EQUALITY ACT; PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 312, MASHPEE WAMPANOAG 
TRIBE RESERVATION REAFFIR-
MATION ACT; AND PROVIDING 
FOR CONSIDERATION OF H.R. 987, 
MARKETING AND OUTREACH 
RESTORATION TO EMPOWER 
HEALTH EDUCATION ACT OF 2019 

Ms. SCANLON. Madam Speaker, by 
direction of the Committee on Rules, I 
call up House Resolution 377 and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 377 

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to consider in the 
House the bill (H.R. 5) to prohibit discrimi-
nation on the basis of sex, gender identity, 
and sexual orientation, and for other pur-
poses. All points of order against consider-
ation of the bill are waived. The amendment 
in the nature of a substitute recommended 
by the Committee on the Judiciary now 
printed in the bill shall be considered as 
adopted. The bill, as amended, shall be con-
sidered as read. All points of order against 
provisions in the bill, as amended, are 
waived. The previous question shall be con-
sidered as ordered on the bill, as amended, 
and on any further amendment thereto, to 
final passage without intervening motion ex-
cept: (1) 90 minutes of debate equally divided 
and controlled by the chair and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on the Ju-
diciary; and (2) one motion to recommit with 
or without instructions. 

SEC. 2. Upon adoption of this resolution it 
shall be in order to consider in the House the 
bill (H.R. 312) to reaffirm the Mashpee 

Wampanoag Tribe reservation, and for other 
purposes. All points of order against consid-
eration of the bill are waived. The amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute rec-
ommended by the Committee on Natural Re-
sources now printed in the bill shall be con-
sidered as adopted. The bill, as amended, 
shall be considered as read. All points of 
order against provisions in the bill, as 
amended, are waived. The previous question 
shall be considered as ordered on the bill, as 
amended, and on any further amendment 
thereto, to final passage without intervening 
motion except: (1) one hour of debate equally 
divided and controlled by the chair and rank-
ing minority member of the Committee on 
Natural Resources; and (2) one motion to re-
commit with or without instructions. 

SEC. 3. At any time after adoption of this 
resolution the Speaker may, pursuant to 
clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the House 
resolved into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for consider-
ation of the bill (H.R. 987) to amend the Pa-
tient Protection and Affordable Care Act to 
provide for Federal Exchange outreach and 
educational activities. The first reading of 
the bill shall be dispensed with. All points of 
order against consideration of the bill are 
waived. General debate shall be confined to 
the bill and amendments specified in this 
section and shall not exceed 90 minutes, with 
60 minutes equally divided and controlled by 
the chair and ranking minority member of 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce and 
30 minutes equally divided and controlled by 
the chair and ranking minority member of 
the Committee on Education and Labor. 
After general debate the bill shall be consid-
ered for amendment under the five-minute 
rule. In lieu of the amendment in the nature 
of a substitute recommended by the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce now printed 
in the bill, an amendment in the nature of a 
substitute consisting of the text of Rules 
Committee Print 116-14 shall be considered 
as adopted in the House and in the Com-
mittee of the Whole. The bill, as amended, 
shall be considered as the original bill for 
the purpose of further amendment under the 
five-minute rule and shall be considered as 
read. All points of order against provisions 
in the bill, as amended, are waived. No fur-
ther amendment to the bill, as amended, 
shall be in order except those printed in the 
report of the Committee on Rules accom-
panying this resolution. Each such further 
amendment may be offered only in the order 
printed in the report, may be offered only by 
a Member designated in the report, shall be 
considered as read, shall be debatable for the 
time specified in the report equally divided 
and controlled by the proponent and an op-
ponent, shall not be subject to amendment, 
and shall not be subject to a demand for divi-
sion of the question in the House or in the 
Committee of the Whole. All points of order 
against such further amendments are 
waived. At the conclusion of consideration of 
the bill for amendment the Committee shall 
rise and report the bill, as amended, to the 
House with such further amendments as may 
have been adopted. The previous question 
shall be considered as ordered on the bill, as 
amended, and on any further amendment 
thereto to final passage without intervening 
motion except one motion to recommit with 
or without instructions. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from Pennsylvania is recog-
nized for 1 hour. 

Ms. SCANLON. Madam Speaker, for 
the purpose of debate only, I yield the 
customary 30 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma (Mr. COLE), 
pending which I yield myself such time 

as I may consume. During consider-
ation of this resolution, all time yield-
ed is for the purpose of debate only. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. SCANLON. Madam Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers be given 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. SCANLON. Madam Speaker, on 

Tuesday, the Rules Committee met and 
reported a rule, House Resolution 377, 
providing for consideration of H.R. 5 
under a closed rule, with 90 minutes of 
debate equally divided and controlled 
by the Chair and ranking minority 
member of the Committee on the Judi-
ciary. 

The resolution also provides for con-
sideration of H.R. 312 under a closed 
rule, with 1 hour of general debate 
equally divided and controlled by the 
Chair and ranking minority member of 
the Committee on Natural Resources. 

Lastly, this resolution provides for 
consideration of H.R. 987 under a struc-
tured rule, with 90 minutes of general 
debate, 60 minutes equally divided and 
controlled by the Chair and ranking 
minority member of the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce and 30 minutes 
equally divided and controlled by the 
Chair and ranking minority member of 
the Committee on Education and 
Labor. Twenty-seven amendments are 
made in order. 

Madam Speaker, we are here today to 
debate the rule for three important 
pieces of legislation: H.R. 987, H.R. 312, 
and H.R. 5. 

H.R. 987 is the Strengthening Health 
Care and Lowering Prescription Drug 
Costs Act, a package of several bills, 
many of them bipartisan, that went 
through the House Energy and Com-
merce Committee under regular order. 
This bill combines three key bills to 
lower drug costs by promoting generic 
competition and four key bills to 
strengthen healthcare, reverse the sab-
otage of the ACA by this administra-
tion with respect to marketing and 
outreach, and rescind the Trump ad-
ministration’s efforts to promote junk 
plans that lack the protections of the 
Affordable Care Act. 

The American people are justifiably 
demanding action by Congress to make 
prescription drugs more affordable. 
Prices are so high that recent data 
show 24 percent of Americans didn’t fill 
a prescription in the past year due to 
high costs. 

My constituents have been vocal in 
demanding action on drug pricing, pa-
tients like Bill, a senior with diabetes 
who attends my church, parents like 
Sarah with children who have special 
health needs. Folks like these need 
help now. 

This package would lower costs by 
banning anticompetitive practices that 
large drug companies employ to keep 
generics off the market. 

This bill will also tackle many of the 
reasons we have seen enrollment 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:36 May 16, 2019 Jkt 089060 PO 00000 Frm 00007 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K15MY7.013 H15MYPT1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-09T08:48:37-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




