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a spirit that has a soul, housed in a

body. May each Member have spiritual
peace.
I also pray for each Member

relationally. The Scripture admonishes
for leaders to lead a peaceable life. May
the blessing of peace rest on their
homes.

Lastly, I pray for them physically.
Would You grant strength, health, and
wisdom to each one. Lord, may every
Member realize You have placed them
here and acknowledge their ultimate
accountability is to You.

Lord, I thank You for this great op-
portunity, and I pray this prayer in the
name above every name, the name of
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from California (Mr. TAKANO) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. TAKANO led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———
WELCOMING DR. BENNY TATE

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. FER-
GUSON) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. FERGUSON. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to honor Dr. Benny Tate,
whose leadership and guidance have
made him an incredibly valuable mem-
ber of his community in Milner, Geor-
gia, and our Third District.

Dr. Tate has been the senior pastor of
Rock Springs Church in Milner for over
25 years. In that time, when it started
as a church of just 60, it has now grown
to a church of over 6,000.

Through this work, Dr. Tate has also
shepherded the creation of several min-
istries, including the Rock Springs
Medical Clinic, the Rock Springs Chris-
tian Academy, the Potter’s House for
Women, and Impact Christian Min-
istries for the homeless.

Benny has been married to his wife,
Barbara, for over 30 years, and they
have one daughter, Savannah Abigail,
who is here with him today.

I want to commend Dr. Tate for his
commitment to our community. There
is not a week that goes by where he
isn’t a welcoming part of the Third
District of Georgia.

The grace and love he has shown to
his parishioners and neighbors
throughout his 25 years in Milner is un-
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paralleled, and I am truly honored to
have Dr. Benny Tate here with us
today.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
BLUNT ROCHESTER). The Chair will en-
tertain up to 15 further requests for 1-
minute speeches on each side of the
aisle.

————

WE THE PEOPLE

(Mr. TAKANO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, ‘“We
the People” is a bold opening state-
ment enshrined in our Constitution.
Yet, the truth is that in most parts of
our country, LGBTQ Americans are not
included in ‘““We the People.”

Students in Arizona should go to
school free from fear and bullying.
Workers in Texas should not be afraid
of being fired because of who they are.
Renters in Mississippi should not be
evicted because of who they love.

No person, no matter where they live
in America, should face discrimination.
Equality should not depend on the ZIP
Code where you live. It is time to make
equality for LGBTQ people the law of
the land and to ensure that we, too, are
part of ““We the People.”

I urge my colleagues to be on the
right side of history and to vote ‘‘yes”
on the Equality Act.

———————

UMITA WILL HELP STATE AND
LOCAL INFRASTRUCTURE RE-
NEWAL

(Ms. FOXX of North Carolina asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. FOXX of North Carolina. Madam
Speaker, as the national conversation
revolves around infrastructure this
week, I would like to highlight H.R.
300, the Unfunded Mandates Informa-
tion and Transparency Act, or UMITA,
which I introduced with my Demo-
cratic colleague, Representative
CUELLAR.

UMITA will further our goal of re-
newing our country’s infrastructure by
making sure that overly burdensome
Federal regulations don’t hinder
progress on State and local levels.

State and local governments shoul-
der the greatest cost of infrastructure
projects, and any Federal legislation to
assist their efforts must account for
costs of regulatory compliance. Every
dollar spent on compliance with bur-
densome mandates is less money for
the projects States and localities need.

UMITA passed with a bipartisan vote
in the last four Congresses, and I call
for it to be included in any comprehen-
sive infrastructure legislation consid-
ered in this body.
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE CLI-
MATE RESILIENCY and READI-
NESS ACT

(Ms. ESCOBAR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. ESCOBAR. Madam Speaker, cli-
mate change is a major threat to our
national security; and military leaders
agree.

Last year, the Department of Defense
studied 79 mission-critical bases and
found that climate change threatened
most of them. In the past year alone,
three of our military installations suf-
fered significant damage from natural
disasters, and they are still not fully
recovered.

It is clear that the scale of this chal-
lenge is great. That is why today I am
introducing the Department of Defense
Climate Resiliency and Readiness Act
to help tackle this challenge.

By setting clear goals and ensuring
regular dedicated resources, my bill
gives military leaders the tools and
flexibility to implement policies that
work best for their missions. We will
also ensure the DOD budgets for resil-
iency and maintains a focus on cut-

ting-edge technologies 1like hybrid
microgrids and additive manufac-
turing.

As one of the world’s largest energy
consumers, DOD can offer invaluable
leadership toward addressing the global
climate challenge, while bolstering
U.S. national security; and that starts
today.

——————

WORK IN A BIPARTISAN WAY TO
DEFEAT RUSSIAN ELECTION IN-
TERFERENCE

(Mr. GAETZ asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GAETZ. Madam Speaker, by ex-
panding American energy, expelling
diplomats, and ensuring that the
United States takes its position in the
world, President Trump has been
tougher on Russia than any President
in a generation.

But the fact remains that the Rus-
sian military attacked the U.S. elec-
tion. And so it would seem reasonable
that, along with the Department of
Homeland Security, the FBI, and the
CIA, we would want the United States
military offering the full suite of capa-
bilities, both offensive and defensive,
to combat Russian election inter-
ference.

Today, the House Armed Services
Committee held a classified briefing on
the U.S. military and their participa-
tion in this critical mission. I was
deeply disappointed in what I learned.

The U.S. military is not sufficiently
engaged or informed on critical aspects
of the Russian election interference
campaign. They don’t even know which
two Florida counties were hacked.

And when DOD sent 11 people to go
work with the Department of Home-
land Security to have the full suite of
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authorities available to respond to
Russia, they were told they weren’t
needed.

Russia has a whole-of-government
approach to this problem, and I would
urge us to work in a bipartisan way in
the Defense Authorization Act to en-
sure that we are ready with our full au-
thorities to defeat Russia and their ef-
forts to interfere with our election.

HIGHLIGHTING THE STRUGGLE OF
RAIL COMMUTERS IN NEW JER-
SEY’S SEVENTH CONGRESSIONAL
DISTRICT

(Mr. MALINOWSKI asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MALINOWSKI. Madam Speaker,
today I rise to highlight the struggle
that rail commuters in New Jersey’s
Seventh District face each day.

Public transportation is vital to my
State, where twice as many of us de-
pend on it than the national average.

Right now, though, the 23,000 people
who rely on the main rail line that
cuts through the heart of my district,
the Raritan Valley Line, are the only
commuters in northern New Jersey
without one-seat ride access to Man-
hattan during peak hours. To get to
New York, they must transfer to New-
ark, adding at least 26 minutes to their
commutes.

Now, you might ask, why am I bring-
ing this local issue to the House? Why
can’t New Jersey solve it by itself?

Well, I will tell you why. Because
every rail passenger trying to get to
work along this economic corridor that
is so vital, not just to my State, but to
the economy of the United States,
must squeeze through a crumbling, 110-
year old bottleneck of a tunnel under
the Hudson River that is owned and op-
erated by the Federal Government, and
the Federal Government won’t fix it.

The Raritan Valley Line Mayor’s Al-
liance, representing over 30 mayors,
has been working to get one-seat ride.
We need to do our part by passing an
infrastructure bill this year that will
fund the Gateway tunnel.

——
HEALTHCARE PRICES

(Mrs. WAGNER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. WAGNER. Madam Speaker, I
rise to support the Payment Commis-
sion Data Act, which would make pre-
scription drug prices more transparent,
and the BLOCKING Act, which would
bring generic drugs to the market fast-
er.

I also support the Protecting Con-
sumer Access to Generic Drugs Act,
which would prohibit drug companies
from delaying the entry of generic
drugs into the market.

Unfortunately, Madam Speaker,
Democrats have packaged these bills
together with poison pills that would
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prevent States from offering lower cost
healthcare plans.

Democrats want to increase
ObamaCare enrollment regardless of
cost, but ObamaCare is not affordable
for many Americans. The average
monthly premium for a family of four
is over $1,500, forcing Missourians to
cut housing and child care so they can
pay skyrocketing premiums. It is not a
solution. We must take immediate ac-
tion to allow States to promote choices
and affordability.

——————

BLUE WATER NAVY VETERANS

(Ms. SCANLON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. SCANLON. Madam Speaker, yes-
terday the House passed H.R. 299, the
Blue Water Navy Vietnam Veterans
Act of 2019. This long overdue legisla-
tion would finally provide disability
benefits to veterans who served in the
territorial seas surrounding Vietnam
during the Vietnam war and were ex-
posed to Agent Orange.

This change is long overdue but,
sadly, thousands of brave Vietnam vet-
erans have already suffered the con-
sequences of Agent Orange-related ill-
nesses.

A longtime resident of Media, Penn-
sylvania, John Bury, was a 22-year vet-
eran of the Navy and a legendary advo-
cate for sailors sickened by Agent Or-
ange. He, himself, survived cancer six
times related to Agent Orange, and
knew firsthand the challenges of navi-
gating the VA due to his service being
on ships, rather than land.

John passed away in late 2016, but his
memory and service will live on. Sail-
ors like John are heroes and deserve to
be treated as such by the VA.

I urge the Senate to quickly take up
this legislation and send it to the
President’s desk so that thousands of
others like John can get the care they
deserve.

———
0 1215
NATIONAL DRUG COURT MONTH

(Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Madam
Speaker, May is National Drug Court
Month, and I rise to recognize these re-
markable facilities on their 30th anni-
versary. Since 1989, drug courts have
provided countless addicted Americans
referral to treatment and a lifesaving
alternative to incarceration.

When I first started Operation
UNITE in my district in 2003, there
were only five drug courts in the whole
district of 30 counties. Today, we have
one in all 30 counties, and those volun-
teer judges are changing more lives
than ever before.

At this moment, drug courts are pro-
viding a new lease on life to 144,000
Americans around the country. Thank
you to the countless professionals who
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make up our 3,000 drug courts. We have
got a long road ahead, but I look for-
ward to ensuring drug courts remain a
central part of that journey.

————

GUN SHOPS SHOULD MEET MIN-
IMUM SECURITY REQUIREMENTS

(Mr. MORELLE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MORELLE. Madam Speaker,
across our Nation, we face an epidemic.
In schools, in churches, on our streets,
Americans are dying from gun vio-
lence.

We have a moral responsibility to do
everything in our power to prevent
more people from suffering the loss of a
loved one to the scourge of illegal guns.
That is why I have introduced the Gun
Theft Prevention Act.

Last year, more than 500 gun shops
were burglarized nationwide, releasing
thousands of deadly weapons onto our
streets and into the hands of criminals.
In my district, a single gun shop was
broken into twice in the same week,
seven times in the span of a decade.

Yet licensed gun dealers are not re-
quired to take even the most basic pre-
cautions, like locking their doors at
night, to prevent these dangerous
weapons from falling into the wrong
hands.

My bill requires gun shops to meet
minimum security requirements, like
locked cabinets and video surveillance,
creates strong enforcement mecha-
nisms, requires reporting of stolen
guns, and authorizes 650 new ATEF in-
spectors.

This is commonsense legislation that
will save lives, and I will work tire-
lessly to ensure its passage.

———
PEACE OFFICERS MEMORIAL DAY

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, today is Peace Offi-
cers Memorial Day, when we pay trib-
ute to local, State, and Federal law en-
forcement officers who serve and pro-
tect our communities.

Today is an extra special day for one
of my constituents and his family:
Sugarcreek Police Sergeant Anthony
Gorman, who was shot April 4, 1997,
while investigating a suspicious car in
a parking lot in Franklin, Pennsyl-
vania. He never fully recovered from
his injuries.

In October of 2014, Sergeant Gorman
died at the age of 72, more than 17
years after that initial gunshot. While
his death was a direct consequence of
the 1997 shooting, a doctor listed his
cause of death as natural, which pre-
vented him from being honored at the
National Law Enforcement Officers
Memorial here in Washington, D.C.

His son, Christopher, then embarked
on a mission to have his dad’s name
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