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that we passed a watered-down, spine-
less resolution, after countless acts of
anti-Semitism by another Member,
that does not name names.

I apologize to everyone across this
country expecting this House to act.
We failed them.

The students at the University of
California who had to read the posting:
“Gas them, burn them, and dismantle
their power structure. Humanity can-
not progress with the parasitic Jew.”

The founder of BDS was blatantly
anti-Semitic. Take his own words: ‘“No
Palestinian—rational Palestinian, not
a sellout Palestinian—will ever accept
a Jewish state in Palestine.”

Or this other quote: ‘“We are wit-
nessing the rapid demise of Zionism,
and nothing can be done to save it, for
Zionism is intent on killing itself. I,
for one, support euthanasia.”

Or we could take this quote: ‘“‘Many
of the methods of collective and indi-
vidual ‘punishment’ meted out to Pal-
estinian civilians at the hands of
young, racist, often sadistic and ever
impervious Israeli soldiers are
reminiscent of common Nazi practices
against the Jews.” This is the founder
of the BDS movement.

You want an apology, Madam Speak-
er? Well, how about the students at
Berkeley who sit in the classroom and
the maps that go up on the board?
Where it is supposed to say Israel, it
says Palestine. Or the students in
Michigan whose professor refused to
sign off on a letter of recommendation
because the student wanted to study
abroad in Israel.

This past Thursday, we had an imam
give the opening prayer here before
this Chamber. This imam—a simple
Google search, by the way, in the vet-
ting would have come up with the
background, and it is a long list—is not
just a supporter of the BDS movement
but has compared the Israelis to the
Nazis, called the Israelis a terrorist re-
gime, called for a third Palestinian
intifada, and posted in support of the
Muslim Brotherhood.

I mentioned earlier one of my col-
leagues who had multiple anti-Semitic
postings. One started with: ‘‘Israel has
hypnotized the world, may Allah awak-
en the people and help them see the
evil doings of Israel”; or saying that if
you support Israel, then you must have
been bought off by Jews; or when she
said if you support the U.S-Israel rela-
tionship, then you must have pledged
your allegiance to a foreign power.

You want an apology, Madam Speak-
er? How about the students at Warren
Wilson College who had a speaker tell
them Jews are doing the same thing to
the Palestinians as the Nazis did to the
Jews?

Students from coast to coast all
across this entire country are expect-
ing, demanding, this House to act.

Now, you could go to the Twitter ac-
count of Ms. TLAIB. You will see over
the course of the last few days postings
from Tamika Mallory and fellow orga-
nizer Linda Sarsour.
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Tamika Mallory says that Louis
Farrakhan is the ‘‘greatest of all
time,” Louis Farrakhan, the same guy
who said: ‘““So when they talk about
Farrakhan, call me a hater, you do
what they do, call me an anti-Semite.
Stop it, I'm anti-Termite”; or, ‘‘Sa-
tanic Jews have infected the whole
world with poison and deceit’’; or what
he said about Adolf Hitler of Nazi Ger-
many, who was responsible for mur-
dering 6 million Jewish people and mil-
lions of others, ‘“‘He was a very great
man.”’

We have Members of this Chamber
who have associated themselves with
Farrakhan, not just Tamika Mallory.

I mentioned Linda Sarsour. She said:
“Only Jews . . . are the ones that con-
done violence against Arabs and are
cool with mosques being attacked.”

We have an issue in this Chamber,
and we need to do something about it,
not mask it, not empower it, not ele-
vate it. It must be identified and
crushed.

And no, Madam Speaker, I am not
coming to this floor and apologizing to
my colleagues who push it. I will apolo-
gize to everyone across this country of-
fended by the lack of action by the
Speaker.

Madam Speaker, your House is not in
order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to address their re-
marks to the Chair and not to a per-
ceived viewing audience.

————

MOURNING THE PASSING OF R.
NORMAN FRANCK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. SMUCKER) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. SMUCKER. Madam Speaker, it is
with a heavy heart that I rise today to
mourn the passing of Norman Franck,
a fire police officer and member of the
Willow Street Fire Company.

After responding to a crash this past
weekend, Norman fell ill and then
passed away at Lancaster General Hos-
pital. It was a tremendous loss to our
community and, certainly, even more
so to his wife, Marian.

Today, we remember her in our
thoughts and prayers and wish her
comfort and peace in this time of
mourning.
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Norman will be remembered as a giv-
ing man, described by Willow Street
Fire Company Chief Craig Rhineer as
someone who would do anything for
you. Norman, by the way, was also con-
sidered an authority on the history of
the Willow Street Fire Company.

He lived a life in service to the com-
munity, as a member of the fire service
and ambulance company since the
1980s. When he moved to Maryland, he
served there at the St. Michael’s Vol-
unteer Fire Company. Then, after re-
turning to Lancaster County, he re-
sumed his service once again at the
Willow Street Fire Company.
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Even at age 81, Norman still self-
lessly served his community. His spirit
of volunteerism, his spirit of giving,
should be an example for us all.

We thank him for his years of serv-
ice.

Madam Speaker, I ask everyone to
join me in Kkeeping his family and the
members of Willow Street Fire Com-
pany in our prayers.

Madam Speaker, members of our vol-
unteer fire companies are true heroes.
Today, we honor Norman Franck, a
hero who served in my community.

——

HOLD POLLUTERS ACCOUNTABLE
FOR PFAS CONTAMINATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. RoUDA) for 5 minutes.

Mr. ROUDA. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to shed light on PFAS contami-
nation, a crisis affecting water systems
that serve upward of 19 million people
across our great country.

For decades, manufacturing compa-
nies have known that these chemicals
are extremely hazardous to human
health, have actively taken steps to
bury unfavorable research, and have
used false uncertainty to fight off regu-
lations that could help ensure public
safety.

That is why I introduced H.R. 2570,
the PFAS User Fee Act, to hold chem-
ical manufacturers financially ac-
countable for their role in this con-
tamination crisis. These manufacturers
must take responsibility for their role
in this crisis and contribute to the so-
lution.

Congress must finally hold these pol-
luters accountable for the harm they
continue to cause. The safety of our
water systems and the air we breathe
is at stake.

————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 31
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

——
O 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

————

PRAYER

Dr. Benny Tate, Rock Springs
Church, Milner, Georgia, offered the
following prayer:

Our most kind, gracious Heavenly
Father, we come to You in the name of
our Lord, Jesus Christ. We lift this
body up to You because You admonish
us to pray for kings and for all who are
in authority.

I, first and foremost, lift up their
spiritual lives to You, realizing we are



May 15, 2019

a spirit that has a soul, housed in a

body. May each Member have spiritual
peace.
I also pray for each Member

relationally. The Scripture admonishes
for leaders to lead a peaceable life. May
the blessing of peace rest on their
homes.

Lastly, I pray for them physically.
Would You grant strength, health, and
wisdom to each one. Lord, may every
Member realize You have placed them
here and acknowledge their ultimate
accountability is to You.

Lord, I thank You for this great op-
portunity, and I pray this prayer in the
name above every name, the name of
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from California (Mr. TAKANO) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. TAKANO led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———
WELCOMING DR. BENNY TATE

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. FER-
GUSON) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. FERGUSON. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to honor Dr. Benny Tate,
whose leadership and guidance have
made him an incredibly valuable mem-
ber of his community in Milner, Geor-
gia, and our Third District.

Dr. Tate has been the senior pastor of
Rock Springs Church in Milner for over
25 years. In that time, when it started
as a church of just 60, it has now grown
to a church of over 6,000.

Through this work, Dr. Tate has also
shepherded the creation of several min-
istries, including the Rock Springs
Medical Clinic, the Rock Springs Chris-
tian Academy, the Potter’s House for
Women, and Impact Christian Min-
istries for the homeless.

Benny has been married to his wife,
Barbara, for over 30 years, and they
have one daughter, Savannah Abigail,
who is here with him today.

I want to commend Dr. Tate for his
commitment to our community. There
is not a week that goes by where he
isn’t a welcoming part of the Third
District of Georgia.

The grace and love he has shown to
his parishioners and neighbors
throughout his 25 years in Milner is un-
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paralleled, and I am truly honored to
have Dr. Benny Tate here with us
today.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
BLUNT ROCHESTER). The Chair will en-
tertain up to 15 further requests for 1-
minute speeches on each side of the
aisle.

————

WE THE PEOPLE

(Mr. TAKANO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TAKANO. Madam Speaker, ‘“We
the People” is a bold opening state-
ment enshrined in our Constitution.
Yet, the truth is that in most parts of
our country, LGBTQ Americans are not
included in ‘““We the People.”

Students in Arizona should go to
school free from fear and bullying.
Workers in Texas should not be afraid
of being fired because of who they are.
Renters in Mississippi should not be
evicted because of who they love.

No person, no matter where they live
in America, should face discrimination.
Equality should not depend on the ZIP
Code where you live. It is time to make
equality for LGBTQ people the law of
the land and to ensure that we, too, are
part of ““We the People.”

I urge my colleagues to be on the
right side of history and to vote ‘‘yes”
on the Equality Act.

———————

UMITA WILL HELP STATE AND
LOCAL INFRASTRUCTURE RE-
NEWAL

(Ms. FOXX of North Carolina asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. FOXX of North Carolina. Madam
Speaker, as the national conversation
revolves around infrastructure this
week, I would like to highlight H.R.
300, the Unfunded Mandates Informa-
tion and Transparency Act, or UMITA,
which I introduced with my Demo-
cratic colleague, Representative
CUELLAR.

UMITA will further our goal of re-
newing our country’s infrastructure by
making sure that overly burdensome
Federal regulations don’t hinder
progress on State and local levels.

State and local governments shoul-
der the greatest cost of infrastructure
projects, and any Federal legislation to
assist their efforts must account for
costs of regulatory compliance. Every
dollar spent on compliance with bur-
densome mandates is less money for
the projects States and localities need.

UMITA passed with a bipartisan vote
in the last four Congresses, and I call
for it to be included in any comprehen-
sive infrastructure legislation consid-
ered in this body.
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE CLI-
MATE RESILIENCY and READI-
NESS ACT

(Ms. ESCOBAR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. ESCOBAR. Madam Speaker, cli-
mate change is a major threat to our
national security; and military leaders
agree.

Last year, the Department of Defense
studied 79 mission-critical bases and
found that climate change threatened
most of them. In the past year alone,
three of our military installations suf-
fered significant damage from natural
disasters, and they are still not fully
recovered.

It is clear that the scale of this chal-
lenge is great. That is why today I am
introducing the Department of Defense
Climate Resiliency and Readiness Act
to help tackle this challenge.

By setting clear goals and ensuring
regular dedicated resources, my bill
gives military leaders the tools and
flexibility to implement policies that
work best for their missions. We will
also ensure the DOD budgets for resil-
iency and maintains a focus on cut-

ting-edge technologies 1like hybrid
microgrids and additive manufac-
turing.

As one of the world’s largest energy
consumers, DOD can offer invaluable
leadership toward addressing the global
climate challenge, while bolstering
U.S. national security; and that starts
today.

——————

WORK IN A BIPARTISAN WAY TO
DEFEAT RUSSIAN ELECTION IN-
TERFERENCE

(Mr. GAETZ asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GAETZ. Madam Speaker, by ex-
panding American energy, expelling
diplomats, and ensuring that the
United States takes its position in the
world, President Trump has been
tougher on Russia than any President
in a generation.

But the fact remains that the Rus-
sian military attacked the U.S. elec-
tion. And so it would seem reasonable
that, along with the Department of
Homeland Security, the FBI, and the
CIA, we would want the United States
military offering the full suite of capa-
bilities, both offensive and defensive,
to combat Russian election inter-
ference.

Today, the House Armed Services
Committee held a classified briefing on
the U.S. military and their participa-
tion in this critical mission. I was
deeply disappointed in what I learned.

The U.S. military is not sufficiently
engaged or informed on critical aspects
of the Russian election interference
campaign. They don’t even know which
two Florida counties were hacked.

And when DOD sent 11 people to go
work with the Department of Home-
land Security to have the full suite of
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