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Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, on this day last year, I was
grateful to lead nine House colleagues
on a congressional delegation to Jeru-
salem for the opening of the U.S. Em-
bassy.

We had the opportunity to meet with
Members of the Knesset, the Israeli
Parliament, and to meet the Knesset
Foreign Affairs chairman, Avi Dichter.

It was an honor to be welcomed to
the office of Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu. We have a shared priority
to stop terrorism and anti-Semitism in
both of our countries and around the
world. I am confident in the leadership
of Israel and know they will do all they
can to protect and serve its citizens.

I am thankful for the strong commit-
ment shown to the American-Israeli al-
liance by President Donald Trump,
with promises made and promises kept.
Ambassador David Friedman enthu-
siastically coordinated the Embassy
movement, fulfilling a vote of Congress
in 1994 to relocate from Tel Aviv to the
capital of Jerusalem.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

HONORING MIKE PIGGOTT

(Mr. BAIRD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BAIRD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize Mike Piggott, who has be-
come virtually an institution for the
Lafayette community and Purdue Uni-
versity.

Mike has been an integral part of the
greater Lafayette area for more than 40
years. He serves numerous roles at
Purdue, including public address an-
nouncer for the men’s basketball team
and public orator for more than 100
commencement ceremonies.

Before working at Purdue, Mike was
general manager at WLFI, and he was
the television station’s news director
and news anchor for 14 years and news
director at WASK radio for 13 years.

Mike’s remarkable career focused on
communicating with neighbors,
friends, and alumni through sharing
stories, delivering the news, and rep-
resenting Purdue University.

His wife, Nancy, is a retired fourth
grade teacher at Glen Acres Elemen-
tary. Together, they have two daugh-
ters, Jane and Julie, both married and
living in the Indianapolis area, along
with five grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Mike on
his retirement and thank him for his
dedication to our community.

CELEBRATING OUR INCREDIBLE
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCERS

(Mr. HAGEDORN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. HAGEDORN. Mr. Speaker, last
week, the Communist Government of
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Cuba announced that it is launching
widespread rationing of food due to the
grave economic crisis in their country.

Unlike citizens of Cuba, Venezuela,
North Korea, and countless other na-
tions, Americans know their grocery
store shelves will be filled every day
with an abundant supply of quality
products at affordable prices, and that
is thanks to the ingenuity and hard
work of America’s farmers and agri-
businesses.

For Americans who lack the means
to put food on the table, our taxpayers
generously provide hundreds of billions
of dollars for food stamps and other
welfare benefits. Private entities such
as churches and nonprofit food banks
rely on the voluntary generosity of
their members.

Yet it all starts with the supply of
food. We could have fistfuls of $100 bills
and EBT cards, but that wouldn’t mat-
ter if the grocery store shelves were
bare.

As Americans, we must always cele-
brate our system of free enterprise and
our incredible agricultural producers.
We are, indeed, the envy of the world.

——

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL POLICE
WEEK

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize National Police
Week.

Thousands of police officers from
around the country are in Washington,
D.C., this week, and I want to welcome
them with the recognition and appre-
ciation they deserve and that they
don’t always receive these days.

I thank the Capitol Police officers,
Officers David Bailey and Crystal
Griner, who saved many of my col-
leagues’ lives less than 2 years ago
when they took down an armed gun-
man at that baseball practice that we
so famously heard about.

I am very thankful for our officers
that we have in northern California,
many who have had to work around the
clock with some of the disasters we
have had in recent years with the dam
and the fires, who really helped make
an orderly situation out of a lot of
chaos.

Nationally, I hate to have to relate
these statistics, but 163 police officers
died in the line of duty last year, 52
from gunfire. Any number greater than
zero is unacceptable.

In California, we lost 11 officers in
2018. This year, we tragically lost 22-
year-old Davis Police Officer Natalie
Corona, one of the most heartbreaking
ones you might ever see. She was fol-
lowing in her father’s footsteps, who
was an officer for a long time in Colusa
County.

Indeed, these men and women know
it is a higher calling, a higher, 24-hour
duty that they answer to for all of our
safety. We appreciate them. We love
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them, and let’s always be sure we re-
member to show them that.

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, May 13, 2019.
The Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

Dear MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, I have the honor to transmit a sealed
envelope received from the White House on
May 13, 2019, at 3:16 p.m., and said to contain
a message from the President regarding the
continuation of the national emergency with
respect to Yemen.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
CHERY L. JOHNSON,
Clerk of the House.

—————

CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO
YEMEN—MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT OF THE TUNITED
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 116-34)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, referred
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs
and ordered to be printed:

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90
days before the anniversary date of its
declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to
the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to
the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency declared in Executive
Order 13611 of May 16, 2012, with respect
to Yemen is to continue in effect be-
yond May 16, 2019.

The actions and policies of certain
former members of the Government of
Yemen and others continue to threaten
Yemen’s peace, security, and stability,
including by obstructing the political
process in Yemen and the implementa-
tion of the agreement of November 23,
2011, between the Government of
Yemen and those in opposition to it,
which provided for a peaceful transi-
tion of power that meets the legitimate
demands and aspirations of the Yemeni
people. For this reason, I have deter-
mined that it is necessary to continue
the national emergency declared in Ex-
ecutive Order 13611 with respect to
Yemen.

DONALD J. TRUMP.
THE WHITE HOUSE, May 13, 2019.
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RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 3 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 10 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

——
O 1500

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. ESPAILLAT) at 3 p.m.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or votes objected
to under clause 6 of rule XX.

The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.

————

BLUE WATER NAVY VIETNAM
VETERANS ACT OF 2019

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have b legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and to insert extra-
neous material on H.R. 299, as amend-
ed.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?
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There was no objection.

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 299) to amend title 38, United
States Code, to clarify presumptions
relating to the exposure of certain vet-
erans who served in the vicinity of the
Republic of Vietnam, and for other pur-
poses, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 299

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Blue Water
Navy Vietnam Veterans Act of 2019”°.

SEC. 2. CLARIFICATION OF PRESUMPTIONS OF
EXPOSURE FOR VETERANS WHO
SERVED IN VICINITY OF REPUBLIC
OF VIETNAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 11 of title 38,
United States Code, is amended by inserting
after section 1116 the following new section:
“§1116A. Presumptions of service connection

for veterans who served offshore of the Re-

public of Vietnam

‘‘(a) SERVICE CONNECTION.—For the pur-
poses of section 1110 of this title, and subject
to section 1113 of this title, a disease covered
by section 1116 of this title becoming mani-
fest as specified in that section in a veteran
who, during active military, naval, or air
service, served offshore of the Republic of
Vietnam during the period beginning on Jan-
uary 9, 1962, and ending on May 7, 1975, shall
be considered to have been incurred in or ag-
gravated by such service, notwithstanding
that there is no record of evidence of such
disease during the period of such service.

“(b) EXPOSURE.—A veteran who, during ac-
tive military, naval, or air service, served
offshore of the Republic of Vietnam during
the period beginning on January 9, 1962, and
ending on May 7, 1975, shall be presumed to
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have been exposed during such service to an
herbicide agent unless there is affirmative
evidence to establish that the veteran was
not exposed to any such agent during that
service.

“(c) EFFECTIVE DATE OF AWARD.—(1) Ex-
cept as provided by paragraph (2), the effec-
tive date of an award under this section shall
be determined in accordance with section
5110 of this title.

“(2)(A) Notwithstanding subsection (g) of
section 5110 of this title, the Secretary shall
determine the effective date of an award
based on a claim under this section for an in-
dividual described in subparagraph (B) by
treating the date on which the individual
filed the prior claim specified in clause (i) of
such subparagraph as the date on which the
individual filed the claim so awarded under
this section.

‘(B) An individual described in this sub-
paragraph is a veteran, or a survivor of a
veteran, who meets the following criteria:

‘(i) The veteran or survivor submitted a
claim for disability compensation on or after
September 25, 1985, and before January 1,
2020, for a disease covered by this section,
and the claim was denied by reason of the
claim not establishing that the disease was
incurred or aggravated by the service of the
veteran.

‘(ii) The veteran or survivor submits a
claim for disability compensation on or after
January 1, 2020, for the same condition cov-
ered by the prior claim under clause (i), and
the claim is approved pursuant to this sec-
tion.

‘(d) DETERMINATION OF OFFSHORE.—Not-
withstanding any other provision of law, for
purposes of this section, the Secretary shall
treat a location as being offshore of Vietnam
if the location is not more than 12 nautical
miles seaward of a line commencing on the
southwestern demarcation line of the waters
of Vietnam and Cambodia and intersecting
the following points:

“Points Geographic Names Lf:g:,%}(li € Lorllig:;rde
At Hon Nhan Island, Tho Chu Archipelago Kien Giang Province 9°15.0 103°27.0
At Hon Da Island southeast of Hon Khoai Island Minh Hai Province 8°22.8' 104°52.4"
At Tai Lon Islet, Con Dao Islet in Con Dao-Vung Toa Special Sector 8°37.8 106°37.5
At Bong Lai Islet, Con Dao Islet 8°38.9 106°40.3
At Bay Canh Islet, Con Dao Islet 8°39.7 106°42.1
At Hon Hai Islet (Phu Qui group of islands) Thuan Hai Province 9°58.0 109°5.0
At Hon Doi Islet, Thuan Hai Province 12°39.0 109°28.0
At Dai Lanh point, Phu Khanh Province 12°53.8 109°27.2
At Ong Can Islet, Phu Khanh Province 13°54.0 109°21.0
At Ly Son Islet, Nghia Binh Province 15°23.1 109° 9.0
At Con Co Island, Binh Tri Thien Province 17°10.0 107°20.6

‘‘(e) HERBICIDE AGENT.—In this section, the
term ‘herbicide agent’ has the meaning given
that term in section 1116(a)(3) of this title.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections at the beginning of such chapter is
amended by inserting after the item relating
to section 1116 the following new item:

“1116A. Presumptions of service connection
for veterans who served off-
shore of the Republic of Viet-
nam.”’.

(¢) IMPLEMENTATION.,—

(1) GUIDANCE.—Notwithstanding section 501
of such title, the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs may issue guidance to implement sec-
tion 1116A of title 38, United States Code, as
added by subsection (a), before prescribing
new regulations under such section.

(2) UPDATES.—(A) Not later than 120 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall submit a report to the
Committees on Veterans’ Affairs of the
House of Representatives and the Senate re-
garding the plans of the Secretary—

(i) to conduct outreach under subsection
(d); and

(ii) to respond to inquiries from veterans
regarding claims for disability compensation
under section 1116A of title 38, United States
Code, as added by subsection (a) of this sec-
tion.

(B) On a quarterly basis during the period
beginning on the date of the enactment of
this Act and ending on the date on which
regulations are prescribed to carry out such
section 1116A, the Secretary shall submit to
the Committees on Veterans’ Affairs of the
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