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b 1410 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill, as amended, was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

REQUEST TO CONSIDER H.R. 962, 
BORN-ALIVE ABORTION SUR-
VIVORS PROTECTION ACT 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that the Committee on 
the Judiciary be discharged from fur-
ther consideration of H.R. 962, the 
Born-Alive Abortion Survivors Protec-
tion Act, and ask for its immediate 
consideration in the House. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois). Under 
guidelines consistently issued by suc-
cessive Speakers, as recorded in sec-
tion 956 of the House Rules and Man-
ual, the Chair is constrained not to en-
tertain the request unless it has been 
cleared by the bipartisan floor and 
committee leaderships. 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, if this unan-
imous consent request cannot be enter-
tained, I urge the Speaker and the ma-
jority leader to immediately schedule 
the born-alive bill so we can stand up 
and protect the sanctity of human life; 
and I would ask all others to join in 
this request. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman is not recognized for debate. 

f 

b 1415 

GUN VIOLENCE AND THE STEM 
SHOOTING 

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAYNE. ‘‘Mommy, there are 
gunshots at my school.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, no parent should ever 
hear those words, but that is the call a 
parent got yesterday when two stu-
dents entered STEM School Highlands 
Ranch in Colorado and opened fire. 

Within minutes, first responders sub-
dued the shooters, and I am thankful 
for that, but quick is not fast enough. 

One teenager died, and eight people 
were wounded. 

As a parent and a Congressman, my 
heart aches for the families and loved 
ones of the child who died and those 
who were injured. 

Mr. Speaker, yesterday’s shooting is 
one of 41 incidents of gunfire on school 
grounds this year alone. Eight people 
have died and 20 have been injured. We 
have lost far too many children to gun 
violence in our schools and in our 
streets. 

I am proud of the progress the House 
has made to reduce gun violence, but 
the Senate GOP’s inaction is out-
rageous. They need to do what is right: 
dump the NRA and pass some of this 
legislation we have sent to them to re-
duce gun violence. 

Enough is enough. 
f 

COVERAGE FOR PREEXISTING 
CONDITIONS 

(Mr. SPANO asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SPANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to bring transparency and atten-
tion to a bill coming for a vote before 
this House tomorrow. 

H.R. 986, the so-called Protecting 
Americans With Preexisting Condi-
tions Act, is undoubtedly one of the 
most deceptive bills to come before 
this Congress. 

The bill does not once mention pro-
tecting those with preexisting condi-
tions. The only place those words ap-
pear is in the title. 

The bill merely prevents States from 
opting out of two provisions of 
ObamaCare, and neither of those provi-
sions protect those with preexisting 
conditions. 

Some wrongly believe that the Amer-
ican people won’t read beyond the title 
of a bill. They are wrong. They will. 
Americans care. 

There is enough real division in this 
country. House Democratic leadership 
shouldn’t willfully manufacture dis-
cord through deception. 

Furthermore, as someone with a pre-
existing medical condition, I find it 
loathsome that anyone would use our 
health for their political games. These 
are real Americans with real illnesses, 
and they deserve actions, not games. 

f 

TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF 
LA ASOCIACION DE CRONISTAS 
DE ARTE 

(Mr. ESPAILLAT asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. ESPAILLAT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize La Asociacion de 
Cronistas de Arte, or AcroArte, and 
congratulate them on their 25th silver 
anniversary. 

AcroArte was founded in 1993 by Do-
minican journalists who specialize in 
arts and entertainment and has cele-
brated the best and brightest in music, 
theater, film, and more. 

Together, they established the 
Soberano Prize, which was first called 
the Casandra, which showcases and re-
wards the best of arts and culture in 
the Dominican Republic. 

This prestigious recognition has 
helped artists gain a foothold among 
the Dominican diaspora, sharing the 
Dominican identity, culture, and val-
ues around the world. 

As more generations of Dominican 
Americans share their talents with this 
world, I look forward to AcroArte lift-
ing them up. 

It is a privilege to welcome AcroArte 
here to the U.S. Capitol, and I con-
gratulate them on their 25 years of suc-
cess. 
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RECOGNIZING COMMAND SER-

GEANT MAJOR CAROL WARREN- 
CLARK 

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Command 
Sergeant Major Carol Warren-Clark on 
her retirement after serving over 30 
years in our United States Armed 
Forces. 

She has dedicated her time in the 
military to healthcare, administering 
it in nearly every capacity imaginable 
to keep our soldiers healthy. 

In Afghanistan, she was responsible 
for medical evacuation plans. At Wal-
ter Reed National Military Medical 
Center, CMS Warren-Clark directed all 
inpatient services. 

She also led a medical team for the 
57th Presidential inauguration. 

Her latest position has been as com-
mand sergeant major for the Winn 
Army Community Hospital located in 
the First Congressional District of 
Georgia, where her ability to increase 
efficiency and readiness has shined. By 
decreasing administrative costs 5 per-
cent at the hospital and boosting sol-
dier deployment readiness 5 percent, 
she has made significant contributions 
to every soldier and our military as a 
whole. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Command Ser-
geant Major Warren-Clark for her com-
mitment and her service to our Nation. 

Enjoy your retirement, and con-
gratulations. 

f 

THE POWERS OF WAR ARE EN-
TRUSTED TO THE UNITED STATE 
CONGRESS 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, as 
the Judiciary Committee sits at this 
time to uphold the rule of law, I want 
to make sure that the American people 
understand the role of the United 
States Congress, that is, to represent 
the people, to engage in oversight and 
truth. 

As a student of the Mideast, a visitor 
of the Mideast on behalf of this coun-
try on any number of occasions, and, of 
course, throughout the Iraq war, and, 
of course, also visiting that area of the 
world during the Afghan war, I know 
what our soldiers go through. Boots on 
the ground. 

I can never live their life, but I am 
very concerned about the presence of 
the U.S. military by way of a naval 
ship that is in the Mideast at this time. 
No explanation has been given to the 
American people. 

The Secretary of State makes a sur-
prise visit to Iraq. 

I simply want to say that the powers 
of war are entrusted to the United 
States House of Representatives, the 
United States Congress. 

It is inappropriate for there to be 
saber rattling by this administration 
with Iran with no explanation as to 
why we send young men and women 
into harm’s way. We should not use one 
approach to start a war to overcome an 
approach dealing with the investiga-
tion of the rule of law. I oppose any 
such saber rattling. 

We need to understand what is going 
on in the Mideast. We have to protect 
the men and women of the United 
States military, though, they fight for 
us. 

f 

HONORING STAFF SERGEANT 
JOSHUA BRAICA 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, sadly, I 
rise today to honor a fallen U.S. ma-
rine from my district in northern Cali-
fornia. 

Staff Sergeant Joshua Braica from 
Auburn, California, tragically died on 
Sunday, April 14, when his vehicle 
rolled over during a training accident 
at Camp Pendleton in California. 

We, like many in Placer County in 
northern California, are mourning the 
loss of one of our own, one of our best 
and brightest. 

Joshua had been in the Marine Corps 
for more than 8 years, deploying twice 
and serving as a critical skills operator 
with the 1st Raider Battalion. 

By all accounts, Joshua was an all- 
American guy who was greatly admired 
by his friends, neighbors, and his fellow 
Marines. 

At such a young age, he is a deco-
rated and highly trained soldier, with 
many awards and many medals to his 
name. 

He is the oldest of five siblings and is 
survived by his wife and his son. 

I am praying for all of them, and I 
hope that all Members will join me in 
doing so as well at this difficult time. 

One thing is for sure: Joshua has cer-
tainly made his community and his 
country proud. 

God bless Joshua and his family 
again at this time of need and tragedy. 

f 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY NORMA 
CÁRDENAS 

(Mr. CÁRDENAS asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. CÁRDENAS. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to start off by thanking two individ-
uals who came to this country for a 
better life: Luis Sanchez and Elvira 
Sanchez. 

They were married, and they had 
their first daughter, Norma, and some 
years later, I was fortunate to fall in 
love with her. 

Now, some years later, we have been 
married, raised four beautiful children. 
They look like their mother. We now 
have two grandchildren. 

Tomorrow is the day that I get to 
celebrate that the love of my life was 
born. No, I am not going to say how 
many years ago. Tomorrow is her 
birthday, and here I am in Washington. 

I have been doing this job, this ca-
reer, for 22 years, and I must say, some-
times I am lucky enough to be there to 
celebrate anniversaries and birthdays 
and sometimes I am not, but I just 
wanted to take this opportunity to say 
happy birthday to the love of my life 
and my number one constituent. And, 
yes, my grandchildren live in my dis-
trict, so they are my constituents, too. 

It is a tough call, but, Norma, you 
are my number one constituent. Happy 
birthday. 

f 

MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS 
MONTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2019, the gentlewoman from 
California (Mrs. NAPOLITANO) is recog-
nized for 60 minutes as the designee of 
the majority leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material on the subject of 
my Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, I 

bring to the floor a topic very near and 
dear to my heart, and I rise today to 
recognize the entire month of May as 
Mental Health Awareness Month. 

I cochair the Congressional Mental 
Health Caucus along with my Repub-
lican colleague, Mr. JOHN KATKO from 
New York, and we work to educate 
Members of Congress and their staff on 
the work still needed to expand mental 
health access and protections, and also 
to reduce the ever-present stigma. 

The topic of mental health in Con-
gress has and is building momentum, 
and it is spurring action to increase de-
livery of mental health services, some-
thing I have worked to do for over 2 
decades. 

This year alone, our House Mental 
Health Caucus has grown from 47 Mem-
bers of Congress to 92. However, mental 
health still affects millions of Ameri-
cans of all ages, genders, races, and re-
mains woefully underfunded and mis-
understood. 

Suicide currently plagues our vet-
eran community. Roughly 20 veterans 
per day take their own lives, according 
to the VA. 

A 2005 to 2016 Department of Vet-
erans Affairs’ Suicide Data Report 
found that the veteran suicide rate is 
1.5 times greater than the nonveteran 
population, with over 6,000 veterans 
dying by suicide each year. 

In the Hispanic community, my own 
community, approximately one in ten 
individuals with mental illness use 
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