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ENGEL and the entire Foreign Affairs
Committee for their enthusiastic sup-
port of this measure and their support
for the democracy of Taiwan.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

I urge my colleagues to support this
measure. This is an important bill that
demonstrates our historical bipartisan
support for Taiwan, and so, as co-chair
of the Taiwan Caucus, I strongly pro-
mote the immediate passage of H.R.
2002.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in support of the Taiwan Assurance Act
and to recognize the 40th Anniversary of the
Taiwan Relations Act. Taiwan has made great
strides over the past forty years becoming a
beacon of democracy and individual freedom.

The Taiwan Assurance Act reaffirms the
United States’ strong commitment to Taiwan,
and takes necessary steps to ensure that the
friendship between the people of the United
States and Taiwan continues to grow. Further-
more, this bill recognizes Taiwan’s contribu-
tions in various areas such as global health
and makes it the policy of the United States to
advocate for Taiwan’s inclusion in the United
Nations and other international organizations
such as the World Health Assembly.

It was an honor to travel to Taiwan last
month with a few of my colleagues to cele-
brate the 40th Anniversary of the Taiwan Re-
lations Act and to witness the opening of the
new facility for the American Institute in Tai-
wan.

While our relationship remains unofficial, en-
acted legislation such as the Taiwan Travel
Act will allow high level officials from both gov-
ernments to travel and meet with their coun-
terparts, allowing both parties to foster and

strengthen the important relationship we
share.
Mr. Speaker, in these rapidly changing

times across the world, it is important and
even more necessary for us to recognize and
appreciate our allies who carry a strong belief
in democracy and human rights. Taiwan is a
prime example of that and | commend them
for the progress they have made over the past
forty years. | look forward to seeing this rela-
tionship continue and strengthen over time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
SIRES) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2002.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

REAFFIRMING UNITED STATES
COMMITMENT TO TAIWAN AND
TO IMPLEMENTATION OF TAI-
WAN RELATIONS ACT

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 273) reaffirming the
United States commitment to Taiwan
and to the implementation of the Tai-
wan Relations Act.
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The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.
The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:
H. RES. 273

Whereas the Taiwan Relations Act (TRA)
was signed into law on April 10, 1979, codi-
fying into law the basis for continued com-
mercial, cultural, and other relations be-
tween the people of the United States and
the people of Taiwan, and serving as the
foundation to preserve and promote contin-
ued bilateral bonds;

Whereas the TRA enshrines the United
States commitment to make available to
Taiwan such defense articles and defense
services in such quantity as may be nec-
essary to enable Taiwan to maintain a suffi-
cient self-defense capability;

Whereas pursuant to section 1206 of the
Foreign Relations Authorization Act, Fiscal
Year 2003 (Public Law 107-228; 22 U.S.C. 2321k
note.), Taiwan is to be treated as though it
were designated a major non-NATO ally for
transfers of defense articles or defense serv-
ices;

Whereas in 1982, President Ronald Reagan
further clarified the importance and resil-
ience of the United States-Taiwan relation-
ship with the issuance of the Six Assurances;

Whereas the TRA and the Six Assurances
are cornerstones of United States policy
with respect to Taiwan, as was reaffirmed by
the House of Representatives with the adop-
tion of H. Con. Res. 88 in 2016;

Whereas the TRA and the Six Assurances
have been essential components in helping to
maintain peace, security, and stability in
the Western Pacific, thereby furthering the
political, security, and economic interests of
the United States and Taiwan;

Whereas the United States and Taiwan
have forged ever closer economic and secu-
rity relations over the last four decades
based on their shared commitment to democ-
racy, human rights, the rule of law and free
market principles, and their willingness to
partner in efforts to combat global terrorism
and to address other global challenges, such
as those related to the environment, public
health, energy security, education, women’s
empowerment, digital economy, poverty, and
natural disasters;

Whereas the United States-Taiwan part-
nership has been further strengthened since
the 2015 memorandum of understanding es-
tablishing the Global Cooperation and Train-
ing Framework (GCTF), which has allowed
the two parties to cohost many workshops
on critical topics, including one in December
2018 on humanitarian assistance and disaster
relief to which ten regional governments
sent participants;

Whereas Taiwan has the expertise, willing-
ness, and capability to engage in inter-
national efforts to mitigate global chal-
lenges related to such issues as public
health, aviation safety, crime, and ter-
rorism, but its participation in such efforts
has been constrained by conditions imposed
by the People’s Republic of China (PRC);

Whereas successive Congresses have called
upon the executive branch to develop strate-
gies to obtain meaningful participation for
Taiwan in international organizations, such
as the World Health Organization (WHO),
International Civil Aviation Organization
(ICAO), and International Criminal Police
Organization INTERPOL);

Whereas the Congress most recently ex-
pressed support for Taiwan’s participation at
the World Health Organization’s World
Health Assembly as an observer on January
22, 2019, with the adoption of H.R. 353 by the
House of Representatives;

Whereas communication on bilateral secu-
rity, cultural, and commercial interests
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would be greatly enhanced with the full im-
plementation of the Taiwan Travel Act (Pub-
lic Law 115-135), which became law on March
16, 2018, and which states that the United
States Government ‘‘should encourage visits
between officials from the United States and
Taiwan at all levels’’;

Whereas the United States and Taiwan
have built a strong economic partnership,
with the United States now Taiwan’s third
largest trading partner and with Taiwan the
11th largest trading partner of the United
States and a key destination for United
States agricultural exports;

Whereas strong United States-Taiwan eco-
nomic relations have been a positive factor
in stimulating economic growth and job cre-
ation for the people of both the United
States and Taiwan; and

Whereas successive Congresses have pub-
licly reaffirmed United States commitments
to Taiwan under the Taiwan Relations Act
and Six Assurances, including most recently
on December 31, 2018, with the enactment
into law of the Asia Reassurance Initiative
Act of 2018 (Public Law 115-409), which stated
among other things that—

(1) it is United States policy ‘‘to support
the close economic, political, and security
relationship between Taiwan and the United
States’’;

(2) ““The President should conduct regular
transfers of defense articles to Taiwan that
are tailored to meet the existing and likely
threats from the People’s Republic of China,
including supporting the efforts of Taiwan to
develop and integrate asymmetric capabili-
ties, as appropriate, including mobile, sur-
vivable, and cost-effective capabilities into
its military forces.”’; and

(3) “The President should encourage the
travel of high-level United States officials to
Taiwan, in accordance with the Taiwan
Travel Act.”’: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) reaffirms that the Taiwan Relations
Act, together with the Six Assurances, are
and will remain cornerstones of United
States relations with Taiwan;

(2) encourages United States officials at all
levels to travel to meet with their counter-
parts in Taiwan, and for high-level Taiwan
officials to enter the United States and meet
with United States officials, per the Taiwan
Travel Act;

(3) reiterates that the President should
conduct regular transfers of defense articles
to Taiwan consistent with Taiwan’s national
security requirements in accordance to prior
legislation, including the Asia Reassurance
Initiative Act of 2018 (Public Law 115-409);

(4) calls on the Secretary of State to ac-
tively engage internationally in support of
Taiwan’s meaningful participation in inter-
national organizations engaged in addressing
transnational threats and challenges such as
those related to health, aviation security,
and crime and terrorism;

(5) recognizes Taiwan’s partnership in com-
bating global terrorism, including as a full
partner in the Global Coalition to Defeat
ISIS, and in addressing other global chal-
lenges through the Global Cooperation and
Training Framework (GCTF) and other such
initiatives;

(6) underscores the importance of the close
people-to-people ties cultivated through ini-
tiatives such as the Fulbright Program,
which has supported thousands of scholar
and grantee exchanges between the United
States and Taiwan over the past 60 years;
and

(7) acknowledges the important work done
by the American Institute in Taiwan and the
Taipei Economic and Cultural Representa-
tive Office in support of United States-Tai-
wan interests.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. SIRES) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. McCAUL) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New Jersey.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members have 5
legislative days in which to revise and
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material on H. Res. 273, re-
affirming the United States commit-
ment to Taiwan and to the implemen-
tation of the Taiwan Relations Act.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

I rise in strong support of H. Res. 273,
reaffirming the United States commit-
ment to Taiwan and to the implemen-
tation of the Taiwan Relations Act.

Signed into law four decades ago, the
Taiwan Relations Act marked the first
and most significant act of support for
Taiwan by Congress. It unequivocally
demonstrates our support to Taiwan.
Along with the Six Assurances, this act
remains the bedrock of our deep part-
nership with Taiwan.

With the support of this landmark
piece of legislation and in the 40 years
since, the United States has deepened
security, economic, and people-to-peo-
ple ties with Taiwan. Our two nations
have worked together to maintain
peace, security, and stability in the Pa-
cific through our shared commitment
to democracy, human rights, and the
rule of law.

Unfortunately, China seeks to dimin-
ish Taiwan’s presence on the world
stage. We must fully use the tools at
our disposal to fight back against these
efforts.

It is important that Congress must
do what we can to honor our commit-
ment to Taiwan. That is why I have
long been a proud co-chair of the Tai-
wan Caucus and why I support this
measure.

H. Res. 273 reaffirms our commit-
ment to the people of Taiwan, encour-
ages high-level engagement as called
for in the Taiwan Travel Act, promotes
Taiwan’s meaningful engagement in
international organizations, and calls
to deepen cultural ties.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this resolution, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. McCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of this
resolution reaffirming the TUnited
States commitment to Taiwan and the
implementation of the Taiwan Rela-
tions Act.

I also want to thank my good friend
Chairman ENGEL and Congressman
SIRES for offering this resolution,
which gives us an opportunity to re-
flect on the importance of U.S.-Taiwan
relations at a very critical time.
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As the House considers this measure
today, the United States and Taiwan
share in a celebration, the 40th anni-
versary of the Taiwan Relations Act,
which occurred on April 10 of this year.
The Taiwan Relations Act remains one
of Congress’ most distinguished and
lasting contributions to U.S. foreign
policy.

The TRA built an unshakable founda-
tion for U.S.-Taiwan relations, and the
people of Taiwan have repaid this ges-
ture by transforming Taiwan into a
beacon of democracy and individual
liberties. As is often said, Taiwan is a
force for good in the world.

Reaffirming the U.S. commitment to
Taiwan at this moment is also essen-
tial because we are standing together
to face a growing threat. Communist
Party General Secretary Xi Jinping is
using all the tools at his disposal—
military, economic, informational, and
diplomatic—to try to destroy Taiwan’s
democracy.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
supporting this resolution to remind
him once again that he will not suc-
ceed on our watch.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. MCCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Ohio
(Mr. CHABOT), the senior member of the
Foreign Affairs Committee and a
former chairman of the Subcommittee
on Asia, the Pacific, and Nonprolifera-
tion.

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of H. Res. 273, which reaffirms
the United States commitment to Tai-
wan and to the implementation of the
Taiwan Relations Act, or TRA.

As a longtime friend of the people of
Taiwan, a founding co-chair of the Con-
gressional Taiwan Caucus, and a co-
sponsor of this resolution, I want to
thank Chairman ENGEL and Ranking
Member MCCAUL for their work to sup-
port our critical bilateral relationship
with Taiwan.
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This year marks the 40th anniversary
of the Taiwan Relations Act, which to-
gether with President Reagan’s Six As-
surances, serve as the foundation for
the relationship between our two coun-
tries, and I mean countries.

Since the TRA was signed in 1979,
Taiwan has become a vibrant, consoli-
dated democracy, one of our most im-
portant trading partners and a model
in so many areas for the rest of Asia
and the whole world, really.

Going forward, we must continue to
implement the TRA and do better at
fully appreciating the policy commit-
ments it contains. With that in mind, I
urge the President to immediately fi-
nalize an arms sales package with Tai-
wan as well as begin negotiations for a
free trade agreement.

As China’s influence grows, our com-
mitment to Taiwan will be the bell-
wether of our commitment to democ-
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racy in Asia. We do not owe China a
vote in how we treat Taiwan. If we are
equivocal in our support for Taiwan in
the face of Chinese pressure, how can
we credibly support democracy and
democratic values when they are
threatened elsewhere?

I also want to voice my support for
H.R. 2002, Ranking Member MCCAUL’s
Taiwan Assurance Act. This legislation
takes important steps to advance our
bilateral relationship, including sup-
port for arms sales and for Taiwan’s
participation in international organi-
zations. It would also require a review
of the State Department’s, I believe,
unreasonable guidelines for Taiwan’s
diplomatic staff here in the U.S.

And I would be remiss if I didn’t men-
tion that I wish the legislation did not
refer to the misguided U.S. One-China
policy, but I understand that it was in-
cluded as part of negotiations with the
Senate.

Finally, the Taiwan Assurance Act
requires a report on implementation of
the Taiwan Travel Act, legislation that
I introduced last Congress to increase
high-level visits between U.S. and Tai-
wanese officials. Since the bill became
law a little over a year ago, we have
seen not enough action, and I believe
that it is past time for full implemen-
tation of this important legislation.

Mr. Speaker, as we mark the TRA’s
40th anniversary, H. Res. 273 and H.R.
2002 are critical to strengthening our
enduring relationship with Taiwan as
we look forward to the next 40 years, so
I would urge my colleagues to support
both of them.

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time and would in-
quire through the Speaker if my col-
league has any remaining speakers on
his side.

Mr. McCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further speakers, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, I urge my
colleagues to support this important
resolution, H. Res. 273, reaffirming our
commitments made to Taiwan 40 years
ago and strengthens our ability to ful-
fill them.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
SIRES) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 273.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.
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CHAMPIONING AMERICAN BUSI-
NESS THROUGH DIPLOMACY ACT
OF 2019

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 1704) to foster commercial rela-
tions with foreign countries and sup-
port United States economic and busi-
ness interests abroad in the conduct of
foreign policy, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1704

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Cham-
pioning American Business Through Diplo-
macy Act of 2019”°.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) According to the 2017 National Security
Strategy of the United States of America,
“Retaining our position as the world’s pre-
eminent economic actor strengthens our
ability to use the tools of economic diplo-
macy for the good of Americans and oth-
ers.”.

(2) A November 7, 2018, cable from Sec-
retary of State Michael R. Pompeo to all dip-
lomatic and consular posts—‘‘Boosting Com-
mercial Diplomacy Around the World”’—stat-
ed that ‘“‘helping American companies is a
foreign policy priority . . . Promoting broad-
based, responsible, and sustainable economic
growth helps to stabilize regions and creates
new and growing markets for U.S. compa-
nies. A transparent and level playing field
for U.S. investment in these countries
counters real and growing challenges such as
China’s Belt and Road initiative.”.

(3) In the January-February 2019 issue of
The Foreign Service Journal, Ambassador
Barbara Stephenson, the President of the
American Foreign Service Association,
wrote ‘‘Foreign Service support for Amer-
ican business . . . is a major reason why the
U.S. Foreign Service was created.”.

SEC. 3. ECONOMIC DIPLOMACY WITHIN THE DE-
PARTMENT OF STATE.

Subsection (c) of section 1 of the State De-
partment Basic Authorities Act of 1956 (22
U.S.C. 2651a) is amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraph (3) as para-
graph (4); and

(2) by inserting after paragraph (2) the fol-
lowing new paragraph:

““(3) ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC
AND BUSINESS MATTERS.—

‘“‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the numer-
ical limitation specified in paragraph (1),
there is authorized to be established in the
Department of State an Assistant Secretary
of State who shall be responsible to the Sec-
retary of State for matters pertaining to
international economics and business mat-
ters in the conduct of foreign policy.

“(B) MATTERS CONTEMPLATED.—The mat-
ters referred to in subparagraph (A) include
the following:

‘(i) International trade and investment
policy.

‘‘(ii) International finance, economic de-
velopment, and debt policy.

‘“(iii) Economic sanctions and combating
terrorist financing.

‘“(iv) International transportation policy.

“(v) Support for United States businesses.

‘‘(vi) Economic policy analysis and private
sector outreach.

‘‘(vii) International data privacy and inno-
vation policies.

‘“(viii) Such other related duties as the
Secretary may from time to time des-
ignate.”.
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SEC. 4. CHIEF OF MISSION RESPONSIBILITIES.

Section 207 of the Foreign Service Act of
1980 (22 U.S.C. 3927) is amended by adding at
the end the following new subsection:

“(d) PROMOTION OF UNITED STATES Eco-
NOMIC INTERESTS.—Each chief of mission to a
foreign country shall have as a principal
duty the promotion of United States eco-

nomic and commercial interests in such
country.”.
SEC. 5. INCREASED TRAINING IN ECONOMIC AND

COMMERCIAL DIPLOMACY.

Section 708 of the Foreign Service Act of
1980 (22 U.S.C. 4028) is amended by adding at
the end the following new subsection:

‘“(d) EcoNOoMIC AND COMMERCIAL DIPLO-
MACY.—The Secretary of State, with the as-
sistance of other relevant officials and the
private sector, shall establish as part of the
standard training provided for economic and
commercial officers of the Foreign Service,
chiefs of mission, and deputy chiefs of mis-
sion, training on matters related to eco-
nomic and commercial diplomacy, with par-
ticular attention to market access and other
elements of an enabling framework for
United States businesses, commercial advo-
cacy, and United States foreign economic
policy, in addition to awareness about the
support of the United States Government
available to United States businesses, in-
cluding support provided by the Department
of Agriculture, the Department of Com-
merce, the Export-Import Bank of the
United States, the Millennium Challenge
Corporation, the Trade and Development
Agency, the Department of the Treasury, the
United States Agency for International De-
velopment, and the United States Inter-
national Development Finance Corpora-
tion.”.

SEC. 6. REPORT FROM EACH MISSION ON MAT-
TERS OF COMMERCIAL RELATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act
and annually thereafter, the chief of mission
at each bilateral diplomatic mission of the
United States and the Director of the Amer-
ican Institute in Taiwan shall submit to the
Secretary of State the following:

(1) Data and other information regarding
actions taken by each such mission or Insti-
tute during the previous year to foster com-
mercial relations and safeguard United
States economic and business interests in
the country or region in which each such
chief of mission and the Director serves.

(2) Each such mission’s and Institute’s an-
ticipated economic and commercial prior-
ities for the coming year.

(b) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—The Secretary of
State, after receiving the information re-
quired under subsection (a), shall submit to
the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the
House of Representatives and the Committee
on Foreign Relations of the Senate a report,
disaggregated by country or region, on ac-
tivities and initiatives, including with ap-
propriate examples, to create an enabling en-
vironment and otherwise promote United
States economic and business interests in
each such country or region, as well as infor-
mation about significant foreign competi-
tion to United States businesses in the rel-
evant country or region, including state-di-
rected investments by foreign governments
and United States strategic competitors in
such country or region.

SEC. 7. REPORT ON UNIFIED INVESTMENT CLI-
MATE STATEMENT AND COUNTRY
COMMERCIAL GUIDE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State
and the Secretary of Commerce shall jointly
produce and make publicly available on a
United States Government internet website
an annual country- and region-specific re-
port regarding commercial relations with
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foreign countries and regions and safe-
guarding United States economic and busi-
ness interests abroad, including with regard
to United States exports and investments,
including by small- and medium-size enter-
prises.

(b) MATTERS T0 BE INCLUDED.—Each report
required under subsection (a) shall include
the following with respect to each country or
region covered by each such report:

(1) Information about doing business in
each country or region.

(2) Background information about each
country’s or region’s political environment.

(3) Information about selling United States
products and services in each country or re-
gion.

(4) Leading sectors for United States ex-
ports and investment in each country or re-
gion.

(5) Information about trade regulations,
customs, and standards in each country or
region, such as—

(A) information on import tariffs; and

(B) documentation about which United
States businesses should be aware when ex-
porting, including any prohibited items or
temporary entry procedures.

(6) Investment climate statements describ-
ing each country’s or region’s openness to
foreign investments, such as information re-
lating to each country’s or region’s—

(A) investment policies;

(B) market barriers;

(C) business risks;

(D) legal and regulatory system, including
dispute resolution;

(E) level of public and private sector cor-
ruption;

(F) level of political violence and insta-
bility;

(G) adherence to internationally recog-
nized core labor standards; and

(H) protection of property rights.

(7) Information about trade and project fi-
nancing in each country or region, such as
each country’s or region’s—

(A) banking and financial system, and how
United States businesses typically get paid;

(B) foreign exchange controls; and

(C) important sources of funding for
project financing.

(8) Relevant business travel information
and business customs in each country or re-
gion.

(9) Information about services and per-
sonnel of the diplomatic mission of the
United States available to United States
businesses to support their activities in each
country or region.

(10) Any significant trade or commercial
agreement that exists between the United
States and each country or region.

(11) A point of contact at the diplomatic or
consular mission of the United States in
each country or region for United States
businesses.

SEC. 8. IMPROVING AWARENESS OF UNITED
STATES GOVERNMENT TOOLS AND
SERVICES TO SUPPORT UNITED
STATES BUSINESSES OVERSEAS.

The Secretary of State and the Secretary
of Commerce shall take actions to improve
United States businesses’ awareness of
United States Government tools and services
to assist such businesses overseas, especially
small and medium-sized enterprises, includ-
ing by coordinating with State trade agen-
cies, Export Assistance Centers, and Small
Businesses Development Centers.

SEC. 9. NEGOTIATIONS TO ESTABLISH INTER-
NATIONAL QUALITY INFRASTRUC-
TURE INVESTMENT STANDARDS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The President, acting
through the Secretary of State, and in co-
ordination with other relevant Federal agen-
cy heads, shall initiate and pursue negotia-
tions with countries to establish inter-
national standards for government-supported
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