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McCoLLUM’s Keep Community Service
Local Act.

At a time when Americans, particu-
larly our young people, report feeling
evermore disconnected from their gov-
ernment, programs like national serv-
ice and civics education are crucial in
helping to repair the fabric of our de-
mocracy.

Let’s not let this decision stand.
Let’s see it turned around. Keep these
offices open.

———

COMMENDING THE TOXIC 18
GROUP

(Mr. MAST asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MAST. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize a great group who has
been documenting something tragic
going on in our community, the Toxic
18 group on the Treasure Coast of Flor-
ida.

The administrators and the members
of Toxic 18 have dedicated countless
volunteer hours to taking pictures, vid-
eos, and looking at the destruction
which has included dead animals, sick-
ness, destroyed environment, and busi-
nesses being forced to close across the
Treasure Coast, all as a result of the
harmful algal blooms going on in our
area.

Their administrators, people who I
have had the chance to get to know,
like Cyndi Lenz, Jennie Pawlowsky,
Cristina Maldonado, Kim Streiber, and
Troy Brown have done an outstanding
job, and because of their work, I am
very optimistic for a great 2019 and fu-
ture beyond that because of the work
they have already done in 2018 and be-
fore.

—————

VIOLENCE IN AMERICAN
CHURCHES

(Mr. LEWIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LEWIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to ex-
press a sense of righteous indignation
about the violence peaceful people of
faith must now concern themselves
with in places of worship all over
America.

We have come to the point in this
Nation where we can no longer attend
church or go to the synagogue or the
mosque without fearing the worst. How
many lives must we lose before we de-
cide there is not any room in America
for hate?

Martin Luther King, Jr., once said:
‘““Hate is too heavy a burden to bear.”
We must bring an end to wanton gun
violence before it robs this Nation of
its very soul.

The people in my district pray with-
out ceasing for the victims of the
Poway shooting.

As leaders of this Nation, let’s com-
mit ourselves today to bring this vio-
lence to an end here and now.
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CONGRATULATING RUDY DORY

(Mr. WALDEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize and congratulate
Rudy Dory who is a great Oregonian
and this year’s recipient of the Na-
tional Grocers Association’s Clarence
G. Adamy Great American Award.

Established in 1982, this award is pre-
sented to an individual or a company
whose leadership in the food industry
best exemplifies active and effective
participation in government relations
as a citizen and industry representa-
tive.

Rudy Dory is the executive chairman
of Newport Avenue Market, which is an
employee-owned, independent grocery
store in Bend, Oregon, in my district,
and I had the pleasure to get a full tour
from Rudy of Newport Avenue Market
in Bend just last August.

He has been in the grocery industry
for 40 years. He has helped Newport Av-
enue Market through its migration
from a traditional store to the award-
winning, employee-owned, specialty
grocery store it is today.

Rudy is a tireless advocate of the
independent supermarket industry and
advocates in support of a public policy
agenda that benefits Main Street gro-
cers throughout the Nation.

Local grocers like Rudy help job
growth, support Oregon’s producers,
and help feed our communities.

So please join me in congratulating
Rudy Dory on receiving this pres-
tigious award, and working on behalf of
not only Newport Avenue Market, but
for all businesses and independent gro-
cers across the country.

——
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RECOGNIZING THE SOUTH MEDIA
FIRE COMPANY

(Ms. SCANLON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, in Penn-
sylvania, volunteer fire departments
have long played a central role in the
life of our towns and boroughs. In re-
cent years, changing demographics and
funding issues have seriously impacted
the volunteer fire company tradition.
However, it has also had one benefit of
spurring recruitment of first respond-
ers from nontraditional quarters.

I want to take a minute to acknowl-
edge the history made by two volun-
teers at the South Media Fire Company
just last week. When an emergency call
from a local middle school came in at
7:30 a.m. Wednesday morning, Ellen
Yarborough, a schoolteacher, and Dora
Giannakarios Preston, a local business
woman, put their day jobs on hold to
answer the call, unaware that they
were making history. This was the first
time in the 100-year history of the fire-
house that an all-female crew had han-
dled an emergency call.
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To Ellen, Dora, the South Media Fire
Company, and all of our volunteer fire-
fighters, thank you for your service
and for answering the call of duty to
keep us safe.

—————

GA-12 NATIONAL SCIENCE BOWL
PARTICIPANTS

(Mr. ALLEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, over this
past weekend the 2019 National Science
Bowl finals took place down the road in
Chevy Chase, Maryland.

I am proud to rise here this evening
to congratulate Stallings Island Middle
School and Lakeside High School—
both located in Georgia’s 12th dis-
trict—for their students’ stellar per-
formance in this year’s competition.

The path to the finals is no easy
task. With over 1,000 high schools and
nearly 650 middle schools participating
in the regional tournaments nation-
wide, these Georgia-12 students worked
hard to advance to the finals and com-
pete at the national level. The stu-
dents’ brilliance solving technical
problems and answering questions
about all branches of science and math
is truly incredible.

I would like to thank and congratu-
late the educators, coaches, and espe-
cially the bright young students of
Stallings Island Middle School and
Lakeside High School who made this
tremendous run possible.

Georgia-12 is certainly proud, and we
look forward to cheering them on again
next year.

————

RECOGNIZING CECIL SMITH OF
SOUTH JERSEY

(Mr. VAN DREW asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. VAN DREW. Mr. Speaker, I am
grateful for the opportunity to speak
about an outstanding member of south
Jersey.

Ceil Smith of Salem County has
served south Jersey’s community for
many years as the editor of the South
Jersey Times south edition, founder of
The Partners of Salem County pro-
gram, and most recently as executive
director of the Salem County College
Foundation. The Partners of Salem
County program contributes to numer-
ous local community and educational
programs and has raised more than $1
million in scholarship funds.

Mrs. Smith has also served on several
boards for local organizations that
serve and help our entire community.
Her many achievements were recently
recognized at the 18th Annual Edu-
cational Foundation Leadership Rec-
ognition and Scholarship Dinner.

Her community involvement over the
years has benefited many, and for this
south Jersey is honored to call Ceil
Smith a very special member of our
community.
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CONGRATULATING CAITLIN
LANTERMAN AND MADISON COL-
LINS

(Mr. FULCHER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FULCHER. Mr. Speaker, most
Americans watching these proceedings
right now are watching them on C-
SPAN.

C-SPAN is a public service funded by
the cable industry which receives no
taxpayer dollars. Every year C-SPAN
holds a documentary contest for mid-
dle and high school students called
StudentCam. This year students ad-
dressed the theme: What does it mean
to be an American?

Today I am proud to announce that
some of my young constituents, Caitlin
Lanterman and Madison Collins from
Mountain View High School, were cho-
sen as winners. The winning videos can
be viewed at studentcam.org.

On behalf of the people of Idaho, con-
gratulations on winning this prize out
of nearly 3,000 entries.

———

EXPANDING SOCIAL SECURITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2019, the gentleman from Con-
necticut (Mr. LARSON) is recognized for
60 minutes as the designee of the ma-
jority leader.

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr.
Speaker, let me first, before we begin,
given the tragedy that, once again, has
visited our country over the weekend,
pause and acknowledge—with Rabbi
Lazowski from Connecticut in Wash-
ington, D.C., this evening and his son,
Alan Lazowski, joining him at a Holo-
caust museum dedication, and after lis-
tening to the eloquence of SCOTT
PETERS and our own JOHN LEWIS—how
indeed saddened we are by these
events.

As Mr. LEWIS said, we remain focused
on ending and focusing on hoping and
praying that these horrific events will
stop, but I assure you they will not
stop without action on behalf of the
United States Congress.

Mr. Speaker, we are honored to rise
this evening and discuss Social Secu-
rity 2100. We are honored to be joined
by the deputy chair of the committee,
BIiLL PASCRELL from Paterson, New
Jersey. We want to make sure that
citizens all across this country under-
stand the number of hearings that are
going on in districts all across the
country and here in the Nation’s Cap-
itol, because it is long overdue that we
address the issue of not just protecting
Social Security, but enhancing it.

Mr. Speaker, in fact, the last time
that the United States Congress sig-
nificantly addressed the issue of Social
Security was in 1983. Tip O’Neill was
then Speaker of the House, and Ronald
Reagan was President. It does dem-
onstrate that Democrats and Repub-
licans can work together in the best in-
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terests of the country, and there is no
bill currently before the body that does
that in a better way than Social Secu-
rity 2100.

I say that because it is the only bill
that has an actuarial report that
verifies that it does everything that it
says it will do: keep Social Security
solvent, sustainably solvent beyond the
75-year requirement by law. But also,
not just make it sustainably solvent,
but enhance the program so that peo-
ple all across this country can benefit
from the Nation’s leading insurance
program.

Now, the point we always try to
make and get across is something that
is intuitively obvious to American citi-
zens, but not often explained graphi-
cally, and that is this: that Social Se-
curity is not an entitlement. Mr.
Speaker, you hear people speak of So-
cial Security and say: we need entitle-
ment reform.

Certainly, you are entitled to Social
Security because you paid for it. This
is what every American citizen under-
stands from the first time they get a
paycheck and they look at its stub, and
it says: FICA. FICA stands for Federal
Insurance Contribution.

Whose contribution?

Yours.

American citizens throughout their
work life contribute into the program.
They do so knowing that since 1940
they have been able to get a check in
return for either their retirement or
because of a disability or spousal or de-
pendent coverage. That is why it is the
most effective and unique govern-
mental program paid for by American
citizens through their FICA premiums
that are taken from their paycheck
weekly, biweekly, or monthly.

But what every American knows is
that this is the insurance you have
paid for, not an entitlement program
that the government somehow just
grants you.

So we come to Congress in this ses-
sion, as we have in the past, proposing
a bill, but one that we have already
had four public hearings on. In those
hearings, we have discussed why, in
fact, it is necessary for us not to just
protect and preserve Social Security,
make sure that it is sustainably sol-
vent for 75 years, but, in fact, enhance
it, starting with the fact that the last
time we strengthened the program was
in 1983.

So to say that we are overdue is an
understatement. We are overdue at a
time when baby boomers are retiring
at a record rate. In fact, Mr. Speaker,
10,000 baby boomers a day become eligi-
ble for Social Security. That, in and of
itself, should require an actuarial ad-
justment, one that should have been
indexed into the law in 1983 but was
not.

So now it is incumbent upon the Con-
gress. Citizens can’t do this on their
own. They make their premium pay-
ments every week, biweekly, or month-
ly, but it is up to Congress to make
sure the program is actuarially sound.
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So we proposed a bill that is not only
actuarially sound beyond 75 years, but
also one that is enhanced to make up
for the lack of indexing and make sure
that people now in their retirement
can have a rational increase in their
Social Security.

Nobody is getting wealthy on Social
Security. Nobody is hoarding their So-
cial Security money. They spend it
weekly, biweekly, and monthly in their
respective communities. It is an eco-
nomic boost to every community and
essential for the survival of many of
our citizens.

We have opted to make sure that we
enhance Social Security in the fol-
lowing four ways: number one, there is
a modest, 2 percent across-the-board
increase for everyone who is receiving
Social Security and who will receive
Social Security in the future.

Number two, we make sure that the
new level of Social Security payments
is now changed so that as long as you
have paid in your quarters, you have
put in your time, and paid your Social
Security benefits, the new floor for So-
cial Security will be 125 percent of
what the Federal Government deter-
mines the poverty rate is at that time,
therefore lifting so many people, espe-
cially women, and more directly espe-
cially women of color, in this country
who have been the caregivers of our
children and family members whether
through birth or through sickness, and
therefore have not been in the work-
force as long as their male counter-
parts. We also know that while they
were in the workforce, they were mak-
ing 70 cents for every dollar their male
counterpart was. So to raise people out
of poverty so they can make their pay-
ments to maintain a lifestyle or qual-
ity of life that is just above the pov-
erty level is the right thing to do.

The third thing we do is something
that the AARP has long advocated, and
that is to make sure that we have a
COLA that actually reflects the cost
that people incur when they are in re-
tirement.

What are those costs?

Those costs happen to be utility
bills—heating and cooling your home—
the doctor visits, the prescription
drugs, the nutrition, and the physical
therapy. Those are the essential—along
with food—elements that you need to
exist. It ought to be factored into how
COLAs are given. Currently a COLA is
just given based on the consumer price
index and an average which incor-
porates a multitude of expenses, and,
frankly, oftentimes, as every senior in
America will attest, they have gone
without COLA payments at a time
when the disparity of wealth is getting
greater in this country of ours. So a
COLA payment makes sense and is
geared towards your actual expenses,
something that we call CPI-E, E stand-
ing for the elderly and the expenses
that they incur.
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Lastly, we also do a fourth thing. We
provide a tax break to seniors.
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