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Similarly, the chairman of the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Reform has in-
dicated that his committee will exam-
ine allegations regarding how the
President valued real estate, among
other business decisions, long before
the President was elected. He has also
indicated he may call members of the
President’s family to testify about
these and other Trump Organization
dealings.

These actions are not only blatantly
partisan, but they raise serious con-
stitutional concerns.

Our system is one of limited powers
and of checks and balances. The Con-
gress is not a law enforcement agency.
It is not a court of law. It is a legisla-
tive body.

Beside me are the words of Chief Jus-
tice Earl Warren, someone whom I
would say most on the other side hold
in high esteem:

“There is no general authority to ex-
pose the private affairs of individuals
without justification in terms of the
functions of the Congress. . . . Inves-
tigations conducted solely for the per-
sonal aggrandizement of the investiga-
tors or to ‘punish’ those investigated
are indefensible.”

As the Supreme Court has repeatedly
affirmed, investigations conducted by
this House ‘‘must be related to and be
in furtherance of a legitimate task of
the Congress.”

The Court has particularly warned
that investigations of the private af-
fairs of individuals are off limits with-
out a clear connection to this body’s
constitutional functions. Rightly so.
We are a nation of laws and of liberty.

The President’s political opponents
tried and failed to make his tax returns
and his business dealings an issue in
the 2016 Presidential election. The
American people settled that issue at
the ballot box.
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It is absolutely clear that the major-
ity does not seek the President’s tax
returns, information about his busi-
ness, or to haul his family before Con-
gress in an effort to pass new laws or
for some other legislative purpose.

These investigations are thinly
veiled attempts to use the powers of
this Chamber to provide ammunition
for the 2020 election.

Mr. Speaker, each of us swears a duty
to uphold the Constitution. Each of us
has a responsibility to ensure that our
actions conform within its boundaries
and its principles. I urge the majority
to remember that obligation and recon-
sider this course.

The investigatory power of this insti-
tution is absolutely critical to our
function as a coequal and independent
branch of government.

Excesses by the body led to an inter-
vention by the Supreme Court in an
over 40-year period when the right of
Congress to compel testimony was
called into question.

Again, in the 1950s, the court was
forced to intervene to stop the excesses

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

of the House Un-American Activities
Committee.

Let’s be clear. These so-called inves-
tigations set a dangerous precedent.
The majority wants to use Congress to
investigate the past personal and busi-
ness dealings of an elected official and
his family. This is yet another attempt
to coerce and intimidate people with
whom they disagree.

This isn’t legitimate. This is a witch
hunt, and it threatens to undermine
legislative investigations in the future.

So, again, I ask the majority to
think very hard about their constitu-
tional obligations and what these par-
tisan attacks against the President
will mean for the future of this House.
It is your right to oppose the President
at the ballot box, not to use the powers
of this body to score political points.

There is no legitimate purpose for
this Congress to investigate the Presi-
dent or his family before he was elect-
ed to office.

———
RECOGNIZING VICTORIA MEJIAS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Nebraska (Mr. BACON) for 5 minutes.

Mr. BACON. Mr. Speaker, 1 rise
today to recognize Victoria Mejias, a
leader from my district in Omaha, Ne-
braska, who has overcome the physical
impairments of multiple sclerosis, or
MS, to help those in desperate need,
those who need to find new homes, new
jobs, and new schools in the wake of
Hurricanes Maria, Sandy, and Katrina
and the tornados that rampaged Pilger,
Nebraska, and Joplin, Missouri.

Victoria has been involved in mis-
sionary work for many years and has
always had an active interest in serv-
ing others in need. She found her sec-
ond calling by assisting disaster relief
efforts and facilitating the relocation
of those most affected.

In 2017, Victoria found her work hit-
ting closer to home than ever before.
Victoria, who is the daughter of a
Puerto Rican family, assisted in the re-
lief efforts for Puerto Rico and the U.S.
Virgin Islands when they were dev-
astated by the powerful category 4 hur-
ricane which claimed an estimated
3,057 human lives and caused $91 billion
worth of damage.

She worked fervently alongside U.S.
veteran Joel Ortiz to initiate a relief
project that would help relocate af-
fected families to Omaha and the sur-
rounding areas. With her efforts, dis-
placed families would have a place to
call their home away from home.

The result was the birth of an organi-
zation which Victoria is proud to call
her own, Heartland United for Puerto
Rico. This organization has assisted
approximately 50 families in relocating
to areas throughout Nebraska and Iowa
and continues to make influential im-
pacts in the lives of these individuals
who lost nearly everything.

Unfortunately, much of Victoria’s ef-
forts have been slowed as she continues
her fight against the horrible impacts
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of MS. MS can be treated through dis-
ease-modifying therapies which work
to reduce the frequency and severity of
relapses, but they do not cure MS. In
fact, there is no known cure.

Multiple sclerosis attacks the im-
mune system’s healthy cells and af-
fects the ability of the central nervous
system to control the activities of the
body.

In 2006, Victoria encountered her
first difficulty with this disease when
she lost her balance and fell to the
ground, having no feeling of support
from her legs beneath her. She was for-
mally diagnosed with MS in 2016.

The diagnosis, although challenging,
gave her a sense of relief, as she finally
knew her experience was real and valid.

She continues to suffer from many
effects of the disease, such as broken
legs and color blindness, and is no
longer physically able to have the same
influence she once had, but Victoria
has the motivation to be a trans-
formative leader within her commu-
nity and does not let this stop her.

When you meet Victoria, she will tell
you that being self-aware of your chal-
lenges is a strength, not a weakness.

What Victoria has accomplished in
the lives of others is an achievement
difficult for many who do not suffer
from any physical limitations. There-
fore, we should all draw inspiration
from her example, her determination,
and her achievements, all while strug-
gling with the debilitating effects of
MS.

May we all strive to be leaders in our
communities, as Victoria has and will
continue to be.

Victoria, we salute you and pray for
your strength. We pray for your heal-
ing from this burdensome disease.
Thank you for being such a great ex-
ample and inspiration to all of us.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 50
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

——
O 1200

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

———
PRAYER

Reverend Dr. Darryl D. Roberts, 19th
Street Baptist Church, Washington,
D.C., offered the following prayer:

O God, our redeemer, we give You the
highest praise.

Saturate our hearts in Your love so
that our will may be lost in Your per-
fect plan for creation.

We thank You for the Members of the
people’s House, who believe, in the



April 9, 2019

words of Thomas Jefferson, ‘‘that every
human mind feels pleasure in doing
good to another.”

May You endow each elected official
and staff with abundant grace, wisdom,
and compassion to stand for the public
interest over personal interest, people
over politics, love over hatred, truth
over falsehood, and courage over fear.

May Your spirit breathe on this ses-
sion, bring synergy in the midst of di-
versity, and promote unity for the ben-
efit of the common good until we reach
that glorious daybreak when justice
shall roll down like water and right-
eousness like an ever-flowing stream.

Amen.

————
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from California (Mr. LAMALFA) come
forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. LAMALFA led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1l-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

————

HONORING THE NATIONAL
ALLIANCE ON MENTAL ILLNESS

(Mrs. KIRKPATRICK asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. KIRKPATRICK. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the National
Alliance on Mental Illness and to show
support for my community and the
millions of Americans living with a
mental illness.

This weekend, I marched in the
NAMI Walk to help raise awareness. 1
was inspired to hear the brave stories
of so many survivors who have not
given up on their mental wellness.

Before the Affordable Care Act was
enacted, mental health coverage was
lacking or missing altogether from
most health plans. Medicaid expansion,
a cornerstone of the ACA, has dramati-
cally expanded access to treatment in
many States, including Arizona.

But the Trump administration is
again trying to eliminate the ACA and
remove protections for people with
mental illness and preexisting condi-
tions.

Republicans have no health plan
other than fighting to take away
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America’s healthcare. We must raise
our voices and reject this again. We
must fight for our healthcare and the
coverage that treats our most vulner-
able communities.

—————

DON'T LET GOVERNMENT TAKE
OVER THE INTERNET

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to shed some light on the total
hypocrisy of the Democrats’ Save the
Internet Act under the guise of net
neutrality.

This bill is nothing short of a Federal
Government takeover of the internet,
and the end result would be cata-
strophic. Democrats want a panel of
unelected bureaucrats to have nearly
limitless control over the internet, in-
cluding decisions over content modera-
tion and imposing new taxes and fees
for internet services by the FCC.

To be clear, they would like the Fed-
eral Government to have nearly un-
checked authority to regulate your
internet. That should terrify those of
you sitting at home.

This goes against everything that
made the internet such a trans-
formative engine of the American
economy in the first place. In fact, this
type of regulatory approach would
cripple smaller ISPs that can’t afford
the burdensome regulations, especially
in rural communities.

I believe in a free and open internet
that fosters innovation and takes our
economy to new heights, like we have
reached already. This legislation will
do the opposite of that.

This isn’t ‘“‘Save the Internet.” We
must vote ‘‘no’’ to save the internet
process and the freedom to access it
from legislation like this.

————

IMPROVE MENTAL HEALTHCARE
FOR ALL AMERICANS

(Ms. JOHNSON of Texas asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
my experience as the first registered
nurse elected to Congress allows me to
examine our Nation’s healthcare prior-
ities with firsthand knowledge.

Currently, our mental health system
is failing our communities. Our Fed-
eral Government spends billions each
year without addressing the underlying
causes of mental health illnesses.

Needless to say, reform is necessary.
In Congress, we have defended protec-
tions for preexisting conditions in the
Affordable Care Act, a law that has
brought a sense of security for the 11.5
million Texans and 133 million Ameri-
cans living with preexisting conditions.

As we continue our work, we cannot
lose sight of those living with mental
health illnesses as preexisting condi-
tions.
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There is much to be achieved, and I
am eager to continue working for the
people to improve mental healthcare
for every American.

RELEASING JAMES BAKER’S
INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPTS

(Mr. COLLINS of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I have released several transcripts
of interviews from the Judiciary Com-
mittee’s investigation into the appar-
ent wrongdoing at the FBI and the Jus-
tice Department. Today, I am releasing
another.

The American people deserve trans-
parency. They deserve to know what
transpired at the highest levels of the
FBI and at the origin of the probe into
President Trump’s campaign.

Therefore, Mr. Speaker,
that the link
www.dougcollins.house.gov/baker be
placed in the RECORD so the American
people can review the transcript of one
of James Baker’s interviews.

Out of an abundance of caution, this
transcript has a limited number of nar-
rowly tailored redactions, relating only
to confidential sources and methods,
nonpublic information about ongoing
investigations, and nonmaterial per-
sonal information.

I will continue to work to release as
many transcripts as possible, including
the entirety of Mr. Baker’s interviews
with the Judiciary Committee.

The American people deserve the
truth.

I request

————
SECRET HEALTHCARE PLAN

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, 2 weeks
ago, the Trump Justice Department
filed in court to say that the entire Af-
fordable Care Act should be voided.

The President said: Don’t worry. We
are going to have a great and better
plan to replace it.

Then MITCH MCCONNELL said: No, no,
we are not doing that.

Then Trump said: Well, we will run
on healthcare in 2020 and promise a
better plan.

And his consultant said: No, better
not do that.

So now he has a secret plan that will
be unveiled after the next election to
replace the Affordable Care Act. Twen-
ty-one million Americans would lose
their insurance if it went away tomor-
row.

We had another guy running for
President back in 1968, Richard
Milhous Nixon. He had a secret plan to
end the Vietnam war. Actually, he
didn’t have a plan to end the war, but
it helped him win the Presidency.

Shame on us if a fake promise to
have a better healthcare plan undis-
closed will come out after the election.
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