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grateful for the opportunity to work to
pursue policies that improve our Na-
tion.

Madam Speaker, I spent my first two
terms in Congress building relation-
ships with my colleagues, in both the
House and the Senate and in both po-
litical parties. I have done this based
on my experiences that I had in the
1980s as a staffer on the Senate Bank-
ing Committee, as well as my 4 years of
service in the executive branch in the
administration of President George
H.W. Bush.

I value political leaders reasoning to-
gether to find common ground to tack-
le our Nation’s policy challenges, large
and small.

In this context, I host periodic, bipar-
tisan dinners. I call these the ‘‘Long-
worth-Garner Dinners,” so named for
Nick Longworth from Cincinnati, Ohio,
Speaker of the House from 1925 to his
untimely death in 1931, and his great
friend, Congressman Jack Garner from
Uvalde, Texas, minority leader much of
the time when his friend Nick was
Speaker.

These two men could not have been
more different. Longworth was from a
patrician family who settled in Cin-
cinnati in the early 19th century, and
he was married to Teddy Roosevelt’s
oldest daughter, Alice.

‘““Cactus Jack’” Garner was a rough-
and-tumble small-town lawyer from
Uvalde who rose to be a successful
county judge and then became a terrifi-
cally successful Member of the U.S.
House. As Garner put it, “I was the
heathen, and Nick was the aristocrat.”

Longworth and Garner came to Con-
gress at the same time in 1902. Both
served with distinction; both rose to
the top of their political parties; and
both were terrific friends.

When Longworth was sworn into
speakership for the last time in April
of 1929, he paid tribute to his friend,
the minority leader and future Speak-
er, by saying: ‘“The gentleman from
Texas and I entered Congress together
26 years ago. That he is a better man
than I, in the estimation of his con-
stituents, is made clear by the fact
that his service has been continuous,
whereas mine was interrupted by a va-
cation of 2 years, by no means of my
own motion. During all these years,
our friendship has been continuously
abiding, and our affection, esteem, and
respect, the one for the other, is and
has been, I am proud to say, mutual.”

For his part, on the untimely death
of Longworth in 1931, Garner, who did
become Speaker, said: ‘‘He was an aris-
tocrat; I am a plebeian. Perhaps . . .
our different rearing intensified our in-
terest in each other. I have lost one of
the best friends of a lifetime, the coun-
try a good citizen, and the Congress a
most valued legislator.”

It was “Cactus Jack’ and Nick who
cooked up the tradition in room H-128
of the U.S. Capitol. Each afternoon, no
matter how much fighting took place
on the floor of the U.S. House, they re-
treated to H-128, which they nick-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

named the ‘““Bureau of Education,” to
have a drink and ‘‘strike a blow for lib-
erty.”

Room H-128 went on to even greater
fame, as longtime Speaker Sam Ray-
burn from Texas continued this tradi-
tion that he had witnessed as a young
Member.

The purpose of my Longworth-Garner
Dinners is to get to know each other,
to understand what our goals and ob-
jectives are for our constituents and
how we can work effectively together
on the House Financial Services Com-
mittee.

Madam Speaker, I will continue the
tradition of Longworth and Garner in
the 116th Congress. I look forward to
working hand-in-hand and shoulder-to-
shoulder with my colleagues in both
parties and on both sides of the U.S.
Capitol to move this country forward
and seek a better Nation through our
partnership.

———

END GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
New Mexico (Ms. HAALAND) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. HAALAND. Madam Speaker, 1
rise to urge President Trump and Sen-
ate Majority Leader MITCH MCCONNELL
to reopen the Federal Government.
Let’s be clear: the crisis is not along
our Nation’s southern border. The real
crisis is getting people back to work.

I cannot stand by silently while near-
ly 800,000 Federal workers, thousands
of which are in New Mexico, won’t re-
ceive a paycheck, and countless, inno-
cent people suffer because they will not
receive essential services from the Fed-
eral Government.

The government shutdown impacts
the State of New Mexico more than al-
most anywhere in this country. The
government shutdown directly affects
more than 6,000 Federal employees
throughout New Mexico. These dedi-
cated public servants are not getting
paid, but they still need to pay the
rent, put food on the table, and they
still need to make payments on their
car loans and student loans.

Almost 50,000 residents of New Mexi-
co’s First Congressional District de-
pend on SNAP benefits to feed their
families. The government shutdown
means that SNAP benefits are threat-
ened.

As someone who relied on govern-
ment assistance programs when I was
raising my daughter as a single mom, I
have been there, and I know that it is
devastating for these people to worry
about how they are going to pay for
their next meal and take care of their
families.

Our Indian tribes, pueblos, and na-
tions who rely on Federal funding for
aging services and Indian Health Serv-
ices for medical care, are already being
impacted by this shutdown, and the
suffering will grow greater as the shut-
down drags on. If this shutdown con-
tinues, 62 percent of Indian Health
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Services will be forced to cease offering
services, and 54 percent will be forced
to lay off essential staff. This is a rec-
ipe for disaster.

On the Navajo Nation in my State,
people have been trapped in their
homes without food, water, and medi-
cine because the government has failed
to fund the Federal maintenance to
plow snow from the roads.

The Department of Agriculture’s
Food Distribution Program on Indian
reservations runs out of funding at the
end of this month. This program pro-
vides nutrition assistance to nearly
90,000 Native Americans.

Madam Speaker, I voted to pass leg-
islation through this House that Demo-
crats have put forward to reopen the
government. What we need now is Sen-
ator MITCH MCCONNELL and President
Trump to show that same kind of lead-
ership and act on these bills, which the
Senate already passed last year, and
reopen our government.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 2 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess.

——
0 1200

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Thank You, O Lord, for giving us an-
other day.

Lord, You are ever present, the
source of all wisdom and self-giving
love. The Sacred Scriptures reveal
Your continued guidance in human af-
fairs. We thank You for the many
blessings granted this Nation through-
out its history.

In these early days of the 116th Con-
gress, we seek Your mercy and rely on
Your revelations to guide and protect
this legislative body. With renewed
standards of ethics and a deeper com-
mitment of accountability, may all
who serve in public office be Your
steady instruments in unifying, pro-
tecting, and guiding the American peo-
ple of this democracy to increasing vir-
tue, greater prosperity, and witness to
goodness for the world.

We thank You, again, for the inspira-
tion of our Nation’s Founders and the
legacy they left us. May the Members
of this assembly and all Americans be
worthy of that legacy.

May all that is done this day be done
for Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.
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THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JOHNSON) come
forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

SWEARING IN OF DELEGATE

The SPEAKER. Will Ms. PLASKETT
present herself in the well.

All Members will rise and Ms.
PLASKETT will please raise her right
hand.

Ms. PLASKETT appeared at the bar
of the House and took the oath of office
as follows:

Do you solemnly swear that you will sup-
port and defend the Constitution of the
United States against all enemies, foreign
and domestic; that you will bear true faith
and allegiance to the same; that you take
this obligation freely, without any mental
reservation or purpose of evasion; and that
you will well and faithfully discharge the du-
ties of the office on which you are about to
enter, so help you God.

The SPEAKER. Congratulations.

———————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HOYER). The Chair will entertain up to
15 requests for l-minute speeches on
each side of the aisle.

———

HEALTHCARE

(Ms. JOHNSON of Texas asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
healthcare is important, and no one
knows that better than our country’s
nurses. As the first registered nurse
elected to Congress, I know how the Af-
fordable Care Act has improved our
country’s healthcare, especially for the
133 million Americans living with pre-
existing conditions, including 11.5 mil-
lion who live in my home State of
Texas, the most uninsured State in the
Nation.

Today, we are bringing a resolution
to the floor which will empower the
House of Representatives, the people’s
House, to intervene in a lawsuit that
Republicans have brought solely to
throw the American healthcare system
into chaos. I urge my colleagues to
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support the Allred resolution and vote
to protect the healthcare of millions of
our fellow Americans.

————
INAUGURATION DAY
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, South Carolinians today will
celebrate the inauguration of Governor
Henry McMaster, Lieutenant Governor
Pamela Evette, and Attorney General
Alan Wilson, along with all of our
other constitutional officers.

After serving 2 years as Governor
succeeding Governor Nikki Haley,
Henry McMaster enters his first full
term. He has dedicated his life to serv-
ing our citizens. Best wishes to Henry,
First Lady Peggy, and their two chil-
dren, Henry, Jr., and Mary Rodgers.

The Governor’s running mate, Pam-
ela Evette, is a successful business
leader to serve as Lieutenant Gov-
ernor. Her husband, David, and chil-
dren, Amanda, Joseph, and Jackson,
will make a positive difference.

Our oldest son, Alan, was sworn in
for a third term today after becoming
the youngest attorney general in the
Nation in 2011. Our family is very
grateful for his and his wife Jennifer’s
success, with our grandchildren, Mi-
chael and Anna Grace.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

IN SUPPORT OF COVERAGE FOR
PREEXISTING CONDITIONS

(Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER. Mr.
Speaker, one in two, the number of
Delawareans living with a preexisting
condition, including cancer survivors
and those with chronic diseases.

Before the Affordable Care Act, hav-
ing a preexisting condition meant your
access to healthcare was in jeopardy.
You could be charged unaffordable pre-
miums with limited benefits or denied
coverage outright. Because of the ACA,
the fear of not being able to find cov-
erage has been replaced with the guar-
antee of lifesaving protections.

To those who want to roll back those
protections, I ask you to think about
the Delawareans caring for a newborn
with congenital heart disease, those
struggling to overcome substance use
disorder, or the many monitoring their
blood sugar up to 10 times a day.

Just 9 years ago, this body rightfully
promised to protect those very people.
I urge my colleagues to stand with me
in defending strong protections for peo-
ple with preexisting conditions and re-
ject efforts to turn back the clock on
millions of Americans and their fami-
lies.

URGING FEDERAL RECOGNITION
OF THE LITTLE SHELL TRIBE OF

CHIPPEWA INDIANS OF MON-
TANA
(Mr. GIANFORTE asked and was

given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to urge this body to provide the
Little Shell Tribe of Chippewa Indians
of Montana with the overdue Federal
recognition they deserve.

The Little Shell Tribe began peti-
tioning the Federal Government for
recognition in the 1930s, several gen-
erations ago. Mr. Speaker, 80 years
later, the resolute Tribe continues
their efforts.

Last year, the Little Shell Tribe of
Chippewa Indians Restoration Act
passed this House unanimously. It was
the first time that a bill providing Fed-
eral recognition of the Little Shell
Tribe passed either the House or the
Senate.

Following passage in the House, how-
ever, this uncontroversial bill hit a
roadblock in the Senate. We take up
their worthy cause again today as I in-
troduce the bill.

Mr. Speaker, I call on this body to
consider and pass this bill again. This
Congress should provide the Little
Shell Tribe with the Federal recogni-
tion it deserves, particularly after
eight decades of dedicated efforts.

————

RISING IN SUPPORT OF
BACKGROUND CHECKS

(Ms. PINGREE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. PINGREE. Mr. Speaker, today 1
rise in support of H.R. 8, the Bipartisan
Background Checks Act of 2019, a com-
monsense bill to mandate background
checks before the sale of a firearm.

During my first term in Congress, I
served with my friend and former Con-
gresswoman Gabby Giffords on the
Armed Services Committee. Mr. Speak-
er, 8 years ago this week, during a pub-
lic meeting with her constituents, a
gunman shot her and 18 others, trag-
ically killing 6.

Since that dark day in 2011, mass
shootings have become commonplace,
occurring in our schools, houses of wor-
ship, movie theaters, nightclubs, gro-
cery stores, a newsroom, a concert,
nearly every place imaginable that
should be safe.

Although 97 percent of Americans
support background checks, many
Members of Congress simply pass along
thoughts and prayers in the face of
these tragedies instead of taking ac-
tion.

Enough. The Nation’s gun violence
epidemic must be addressed by the
116th Congress.

I am in awe of Gabby’s resilience and
advocacy for overdue gun safety re-
forms like H.R. 8, which will ensure
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January 9, 2019, on page H299, the following appeared: 
SWEARING IN OF MEMBER The SPEAKER. Will Ms. PLASKETT present herself in the well.

The online version has been corrected to read: 
SWEARING IN OF DELEGATE The SPEAKER. Will Ms. PLASKETT present herself in the well.

January 9, 2019, on page H299, the following appeared: 
The SPEAKER. Congratulations. You are now a Member of the 116th Congress.
The online version has been corrected to read: 
The SPEAKER. Congratulations. 
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