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House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, thus far, I have released five 
transcripts from the Committee on the 
Judiciary’s investigation into apparent 
wrongdoing at the FBI and the Justice 
Department. Today, I am releasing the 
sixth. 

The American people deserve trans-
parency. They deserve to know what 
transpired at the highest levels of the 
FBI and at the origin of the probe into 
President Trump’s campaign. 

Madam Speaker, I include the link 
www.dougcollins.house.gov/priestap in 
the RECORD so the American people can 
review the transcripts of Bill Priestap’s 
interview. 

Out of an abundance of caution, this 
transcript has a limited number of nar-
rowly tailored redactions related only 
to confidential sources and methods, 
nonpublic information about ongoing 
investigations, and nonmaterial per-
sonal information. 

I will continue to work to release as 
many transcripts as possible. The 
American people deserve the truth. 

f 

THE SKYROCKETING COST OF 
INSULIN 

(Ms. BARRAGÁN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. BARRAGÁN. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today for my mother, my sister-in- 
law, and the millions of Americans liv-
ing with diabetes. 

Diabetes is an epidemic in which one 
in five healthcare dollars in the United 
States is spent caring for patients with 
this disease. 

Communities of color are dispropor-
tionately affected by the disease. I 
know because, in my congressional dis-
trict, we have the highest rate of diabe-
tes, higher than any other congres-
sional district in the State of Cali-
fornia. 

Those with diabetes use insulin to 
maintain blood sugar levels. Without 
it, it becomes a matter of life and 
death. This is why I am especially ap-
palled at the skyrocketing cost of this 
lifesaving drug. 

At this very moment, the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce is having an 
oversight hearing about the rising cost 
of insulin. Tomorrow, the whole com-
mittee will mark up legislation, which, 
if passed, will help reduce the cost of 
prescription drugs. 

This should not be a partisan issue, 
and I call on my Republican colleagues 
and the President to work with us to 
help all Americans and work for the 
people. 

f 

UVA FINAL FOUR APPEARANCE 
(Mr. RIGGLEMAN asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. RIGGLEMAN. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate the Univer-

sity of Virginia Cavaliers, who ad-
vanced to the Final Four of the NCAA 
Men’s Basketball Tournament last Sat-
urday night. 

Down three points with less than 6 
seconds left, the Cavaliers, with what 
was one of the most exciting plays I 
have seen—because I am an alum— 
scored to tie the game and force over-
time. This gave them an extra 5 min-
utes of life, an opportunity they seized, 
on the way to a historic victory. 

It is as a proud alum that I congratu-
late Coach Tony Bennett and the team 
on reaching the program’s first Final 
Four since 1984. A tremendous accom-
plishment for sure, but there is still 
business to attend to on the court. 

I also wish the Cavaliers the best of 
luck this weekend. For sure, I will be 
here again in short order after they 
beat Auburn and win the National 
Championship game. 

Go Hoos, and Wahoowa. 
f 

PROTECTING THE AFFORDABLE 
CARE ACT 

(Mr. COSTA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, today I 
rise to talk about America’s healthcare 
system and the importance of pro-
tecting the Affordable Care Act. 

Residents in my home State of Cali-
fornia benefited greatly from the ACA. 
When it became law in 2010, California 
was one of the first States to imple-
ment it. At that time, 22 percent of my 
residents had no healthcare insurance 
whatsoever and 17 percent were unin-
sured. 

The ACA greatly decreased that 
number by less than 10 percent, a big 
difference, while also providing cov-
erage for those with preexisting condi-
tions, which we all feel strongly about. 

Now the President wants to strike 
down those protections and eliminate 
the last benefits. That is wrong. These 
repeated attempts to repeal the ACA 
are irresponsible, especially when there 
is no real proposal to replace it by the 
President of the United States or my 
Republican colleagues. 

If he succeeds, one in seven people in 
California will lose their healthcare. 
That is a fact. 

Yes, there are improvements that 
can be made to the Affordable Care 
Act, and we should address those defi-
ciencies, and that is what I am com-
mitted to doing. The Congress and the 
administration should work together 
to fix the law and to make it better. 

f 

INCREASING ACCESS TO QUALITY, 
AFFORDABLE HEALTHCARE 

(Mr. KILMER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KILMER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in support of the Protecting Pre- 
Existing Conditions and Making 
Healthcare More Affordable Act. 

I am proud to cosponsor this legisla-
tion, which is more important than 
ever following the administration’s 
court filing last week that pushes for 
the complete and total repeal of the Af-
fordable Care Act. 

Now, I wasn’t in Congress when that 
law was passed. I don’t think it is a 
perfect law, but there are components 
of it that are undeniably positive: 

It is a good thing that people with 
preexisting conditions can’t be dis-
criminated against by insurance com-
panies; 

It is a good thing that young people 
can stay on their parents’ insurance 
until their 26th birthday; 

It is a good thing that preventive 
care, like mammograms and cancer 
screenings, and even annual physicals, 
can be covered without copay; 

It is a good thing that millions of 
people in our country that now have 
insurance for the first time are able to 
get the care they need. 

Now, unfortunately, all of those posi-
tive steps are put in jeopardy as a con-
sequence of the administration’s court 
filing. 

Now, rather than unwinding the 
progress that has been made, we are 
proposing to build on the success of the 
existing law. For example, we propose 
an expansion of the tax credits avail-
able under the law, reducing cost for 
low-income families and enabling more 
middle-class families to be eligible for 
assistance to make healthcare afford-
able. 

This is the beginning of the effort on 
healthcare, not the end. Folks in D.C. 
shouldn’t be sabotaging the American 
healthcare system; they should be 
making it work for the people of Amer-
ica. 

f 

RETAIN THE AFFORDABLE CARE 
ACT 

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KILDEE. Madam Speaker, well, 
the President says that Republicans 
are ‘‘the party of healthcare.’’ I think 
it would be more accurate to say that 
they are the party of taking away your 
healthcare. 

The Trump administration is moving 
to eliminate the Affordable Care Act in 
its entirety, every provision, which 
would mean millions of Americans 
would lose health coverage. 

Let’s remind ourselves what would 
happen if the ACA were eliminated: 

Millions of Americans with pre-
existing conditions, including 1.7 mil-
lion in Michigan, would be at the whim 
of big insurance companies who once 
again would be free to discriminate 
against them because they are sick or 
once had an illness; 

Millions of Americans, including 
690,000 Michiganders enrolled in the 
Healthy Michigan Medicaid expansion, 
would lose health insurance. If they 
prevail, they lose health insurance; 

Eliminating the ACA would also 
hinder our ability to deal with the 
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opioid crisis, since the ACA requires in-
surance companies to cover substance 
abuse treatment. 

And the Republicans have no plan. 
Take away the healthcare from Ameri-
cans; no plan to replace it. We ought to 
reject that. 

f 

b 1215 

HEALTHCARE SYSTEM THAT 
WORKS FOR ALL AMERICANS 

(Mr. PHILLIPS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PHILLIPS. Madam Speaker, 
while traveling recently through my 
home State of Minnesota, I met a won-
derful couple in their early 60s. They 
were both teachers who had dedicated 
their professional lives to enriching 
our community by educating our chil-
dren. 

They had done everything right, 
saved as much money as they could, 
and it was time to retire, until the hus-
band was diagnosed with early-onset 
Alzheimer’s. Now, the out-of-pocket 
costs for his care will wipe out all of 
their retirement savings—all of their 
savings. 

Madam Speaker, I ask: What is our 
President thinking? 

This is an all-too-common story 
played out in blue and red districts 
throughout our Nation. Yet, we have a 
White House determined to wipe out 
the Affordable Care Act. It is callous; 
it is wrong; and it is unacceptable. It is 
time for us to make the moral decision 
to ensure that all Americans have ac-
cess to affordable, high-quality 
healthcare, no matter their cir-
cumstances. 

That is why we just introduced a bill 
in the House, led by my Minnesota col-
league, ANGIE CRAIG, to reduce pre-
miums and lower healthcare costs. 
That is why I am a cosponsor of Con-
gressman DOGGETT’s bill to make pre-
scription drugs more affordable. 

There is hard work to be done to 
make our health system work for all 
Americans, and we are doing it in the 
House. 

I say to President Trump and my Re-
publican colleagues that it is not too 
late to abandon this misguided effort 
to dismantle the ACA and join us to 
work on real solutions. That is what we 
are sent here to do. 

f 

DON’T GET VOTED OFF THE IS-
LAND BECAUSE OF HEALTHCARE 
COSTS 

(Mr. LEVIN of Michigan asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. LEVIN of Michigan. Madam 
Speaker, last week in Federal court, 
President Trump radically expanded 
his war on American’s healthcare, ask-
ing the court not only to strike down 
protections for people with preexisting 

conditions, but to eliminate every last 
protection and benefit provided by the 
ACA. 

I am a two-time cancer survivor. Two 
of my four kids have lived with Crohn’s 
disease for 14 years. There is no way to 
spin this. Without the protections of 
the Affordable Care Act, my family 
would be in big trouble. 

If America’s healthcare system was a 
reality TV show, under this President’s 
mean-spirited, every-person-for-himself 
approach, I guess my family would get 
voted off the island because, with the 
hand God dealt us, we simply cost too 
much. 

This week, the people’s House will 
vote to make clear that we don’t be-
lieve in that vision of America, and we 
will not stand idly by while Mr. Trump 
does everything he can to take away 
the protections and the benefits that 
American families like mine depend 
on. 

Madam Speaker, I implore my Re-
publican colleagues to stand with us 
and improve the ACA for the American 
people. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the 
President. 

f 

HEALTHCARE—REINSURANCE, 
PREEXISTING CONDITIONS, PRE-
SCRIPTION DRUGS 
(Mrs. CRAIG asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. CRAIG. Madam Speaker, we 
have an urgent problem that we must 
immediately find common ground on 
to solve. If healthcare isn’t affordable, 
it is not accessible. That is why I led 
the introduction of the State Health 
Care Premium Reduction Act, a bill to 
lower the cost of health insurance pre-
miums in the individual market by 10 
percent, on average, across the coun-
try. But that is only part of the solu-
tion. 

Fifty-one percent of nonelderly peo-
ple in my congressional district have a 
preexisting condition. That is why it is 
critical that we pass the bill that I 
have cosponsored, the Protecting Pre- 
Existing Conditions and Making Health 
Care More Affordable Act of 2019. 

I will fight this administration every 
day if they roll back healthcare in this 
country. It is not perfect, but we have 
to put aside the petty politics of the 
past and quit thinking that if we fix 
our Nation’s healthcare, somehow we 
are handing the other side a victory. 

People across this country need our 
help. They need us to fix the cost of 
prescription drugs. They need us to un-
leash generic competition. 

f 

CONDEMN CRUSADE TO TAKE 
AWAY HEALTHCARE 

(Mr. ROUDA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ROUDA. Madam Speaker, last 
week, the President put a five-alarm 
fire on American families by putting 
the government’s weight behind a law-
suit designed to cripple many 
healthcare protections. The ordinary 
people whose lives will be upended by 
this decision have been offered a raw 
deal to blow up healthcare and fix it 
later, but even that is a false promise. 

There is no plan to help the 316,000 
people with preexisting conditions in 
coastal Orange County or the millions 
of Americans across our country. There 
has been no plan for 10 years. 

We have to recognize that the inabil-
ity to pay healthcare expenses is the 
leading cause of personal bankruptcy 
in the United States and a leading 
cause of homelessness. 

I hope my Republican colleagues will 
have the chance to show the American 
people that Congress isn’t completely 
without common sense and decency by 
voting for our resolution Tuesday con-
demning this ideological crusade to 
take away healthcare from millions of 
needy American families. 

f 

UNIVERSAL HEALTHCARE 
COVERAGE 

(Mr. DELGADO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. DELGADO. Madam Speaker, 
today, I rise to highlight the need for 
our country to finally achieve uni-
versal healthcare coverage. 

As the wealthiest country in the 
world, there is simply no excuse for us 
to be the only developed country left 
without universal healthcare. There 
are a lot of different ways to achieve 
universal healthcare, and I believe that 
a public option is the best way for us to 
get there. That is why I was pleased 
yesterday to introduce the Medicare-X 
Choice Act, which will finally bring our 
country to universal healthcare cov-
erage. 

My bill will combine Medicare physi-
cian networks and reimbursement 
rates with ACA coverage standards to 
create a new public option available to 
all Americans. My bill would allow 
those who are happy with their em-
ployer-provided insurance to keep it, 
while offering another more affordable 
coverage option to those in need. 

With this bill, we are introducing 
more choice and more competition to 
the marketplace, starting in the places 
that need it most, like rural areas with 
provider shortages. This much-needed 
competition will drive down costs for 
everyone. 

Our constituents expect us to take on 
the big issues impacting their lives. 
This should not be a partisan issue. We 
must roll up our sleeves and get to 
work so we can lower the cost of cov-
erage for all Americans. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 01:55 Apr 03, 2019 Jkt 089060 PO 00000 Frm 00007 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K02AP7.013 H02APPT1lo
tte

r 
on

 D
S

K
B

C
F

D
H

B
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-09T10:23:32-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




