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Care Nurses, their dedication to their 
patients, and their push for excellence 
because, like their mission statement 
says, ‘‘Nothing less is acceptable.’’ 

f 

CHILDCARE CRISIS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. PORTER) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
talk about an important issue affecting 
families across our country, including 
in my home State of California. 

I am a single mom, and I know first-
hand that we have a childcare crisis in 
this country. Two years ago, I spent 
$16,000 on childcare for my daughter 
Betsy to attend the U.C. Irvine-Verano 
Preschool. That is more than it would 
have been for an entire year of tuition 
for her to be an undergraduate at U.C. 
Irvine. 

I was able to keep $5,000 of the money 
that I earned pretax to go toward those 
childcare expenses in a flexible spend-
ing account, but that didn’t go very far 
to cover childcare for Betsy, never 
mind my other two children. The $5,000 
doesn’t even get me to tax day. This is 
the reality of raising a family in Or-
ange County and in so many places 
across the country. 

In only one State is childcare consid-
ered affordable. Let that sink in. In 
every State but one, the majority of 
families have to spend more than 7 per-
cent of their income on childcare. 

My constituents in the 45th Congres-
sional District have asked me to help 
them make childcare affordable. 

Jennifer, who works in my district, 
has two children under the age of 3. 
She and her husband will spend 23 per-
cent of their gross income on childcare 
next year. That is not affordable. 

In Irvine, Erica and her husband 
spend $1,350 each month for childcare 
for their 3-year-old son. They have ac-
cess to a flexible spending account 
through their employer, but the $5,000 
that current law allows only covers 31 
percent of their annual childcare cost. 

Even for those with school-age chil-
dren, the most affordable city-spon-
sored camps so parents can work dur-
ing the summer and spring break, ex-
ceed $5,000. And the cost of eldercare is 
equally out of proportion to the cur-
rent $5,000 limit on the Dependent Care 
Flexible Spending Account. 

That is why I am introducing the bi-
partisan Family Savings for Kids and 
Seniors Act. This bill will allow fami-
lies to keep more of their own pay-
checks, pretax, to use for the care for 
kids, grandparents, and other family 
members that they incur so that they 
can work. The bill does this by adjust-
ing the limit that Americans can put 
into their Dependent Care Flexible 
Spending Accounts, or FSAs. Families 
use this pretax benefit to help pay for 
preschool, camps, adult daycare, and 
childcare. 

The $5,000 limit under current law 
has not changed since it was enacted in 
1986, but childcare costs have certainly 

risen with the cost of inflation. There 
is no reason why a family’s ability to 
save for dependent care shouldn’t have 
increased with time as well. 

If my bill were in effect now, families 
would be able to put $11,300 in their 
flexible savings accounts. That is about 
the average cost of childcare for one 
child in this country. 

The Family Savings for Kids and 
Seniors Act offers families a way to 
keep more of what they earn to pay for 
the childcare and eldercare that allows 
them to work. The work that parents 
do adds to the vitality and the strength 
of our economy. 

Mr. Speaker, I hope my colleagues 
will join me in supporting America’s 
working families. 
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RECOGNIZING GRACE BIBLE 
CHURCH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to recognize a faith community in 
Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, 
that truly embodies the virtues of 
kindness and charity. Grace Bible 
Church in Souderton, will be hosting 
its sixth annual Easter dinner, where 
all members of our community are wel-
come. 

Like last year, Grace Bible Church 
will be offering transportation to resi-
dents of Grundy Manor in Telford and 
Valley Vista in Souderton so that they 
are able to participate in an evening of 
food and fellowship. 

Mr. Speaker, I am grateful to all of 
the congregants of Grace Bible Church 
for opening their doors to our neigh-
bors and for living out their Christian 
faith in their actions. 

I would like to particularly thank 
and recognize one of the event’s orga-
nizers, Carol Doyle, for her work, along 
with Pastor Dave Dunbar for his vision 
and for his leadership. 

RECOGNIZING ALAN HARTL IN HIS RETIREMENT 
Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 

rise to recognize the retirement of a 
true professional and advocate in 
Bucks County, Pennsylvania, after his 
nearly 40 years of providing mental 
health counseling and recovery serv-
ices to members of our community. 

Alan Hartl will be stepping down as 
the chief executive officer of the 
Lenape Valley Foundation after a long 
and distinguished career. A psycholo-
gist, Alan has, for decades, been a 
strong advocate for those with behav-
ioral health needs. 

Widely respected throughout Bucks 
County and among his peers, Alan is a 
member of the board of directors of 
both the National Council for Behav-
ioral Health and the Pennsylvania Re-
habilitation and Community Providers 
Association. 

Alan’s dedication to improving the 
lives of our neighbors and his deliv-
ering hope to those most in need are 
truly admirable. I wish him all the best 

in his new chapter, and I wish his suc-
cessor, Sharon Curran, all of the best 
in her new role. 
RECOGNIZING CAROLANN BEGLEY FOR HER WORK 

TO PREVENT HUNGER 
Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 

rise to recognize an outstanding school 
administrator in Montgomery County, 
Pennsylvania, who was recently recog-
nized by a national nonprofit organiza-
tion for her work to prevent hunger 
amongst our community students. 

Carolann Begley, nutrition services 
area supervisor at North Penn High 
School, was named a Breakfast Hero by 
the organization, No Kid Hungry. 

Carolann’s work has been instru-
mental in making breakfast more ac-
cessible to students, notably through 
her work to implement a breakfast 
cart for the 2018–2019 school year. 

Mr. Speaker, our community school 
administrators and educators work 
tirelessly to give our students the re-
sources they need to pursue their 
goals. I applaud Carolann for her serv-
ice, and I would also like to thank 
North Penn High School Principal Pete 
Nicholson and the No Kid Hungry net-
work, an organization, for all of the 
work that they do for our community. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE FIGHTIN’ 
FIFTY-FIFTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. 
JACKSON LEE). The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Nebraska (Mr. BACON) 
for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BACON. Madam Speaker, I rise 
to commemorate the longstanding 
bond our Midwest communities enjoy 
with the Fightin’ Fifty-Fifth Wing, the 
United States Air Force wing right 
here at Offutt Air Force Base in Ne-
braska. It has units all over the world. 

The 55th Wing and the 55th Wing As-
sociation will jointly celebrate a 
uniquely treasured relationship at this 
year’s reunion in April that will fea-
ture numerous dedications and com-
memorative events. 

The Fightin’ Fifty-Fifth’s historic 
lineage began before World War II. 
Since 1940, the unit has distinguished 
itself as a preeminent Air Force orga-
nization, flying and supporting world-
wide operations in peace and conflict. 
Of note, the 55th Fighter Group con-
ducted fighter sweeps over the invasion 
beaches on June 6, 1944, using their P– 
38s. In 1966, the Fightin’ Fifty-Fifth 
transferred to Nebraska as part of the 
Strategic Air Command. 

For over 50 years, the 55th Wing per-
sonnel have supported national inter-
ests around the world, focusing on pro-
viding first-class reconnaissance, real- 
time intelligence, command and con-
trol, information warfare, and combat 
support capabilities. It is the largest 
wing in Air Combat Command and flies 
the most diverse types of aircraft. 

Notably, since Operation Desert 
Shield and Operation Desert Storm, 
the 55th Wing is the only Air Force 
wing with continuous operations, 
maintenance, and aircraft presence in 
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the United States Central Command 
theater of operations. 

Indeed, the sheer longevity of this 
storied unit’s history and global mis-
sion reach personifies their motto, 
‘‘The Sun never sets on the Fightin’ 
Fifty-Fifth.’’ 

The unit’s exceptional record of serv-
ice was the catalyst for the 55th Wing 
Association’s creation. Following dec-
ades of the Fightin’ Fifty-Fifth cama-
raderie, global deployments, and oper-
ational achievement, a handful of vet-
eran aviators were determined to pre-
serve this invaluable heritage so it 
would not be lost to future genera-
tions. 

This innovative initial cadre formed 
the 55th Strategic Reconnaissance 
Wing Association to serve alongside 
the Offutt’s 55th Strategic Reconnais-
sance Wing Active-Duty force. Both or-
ganizations were eventually renamed 
to today’s 55th Wing and 55th Wing As-
sociation, respectively, and have re-
mained in Nebraska ever since. 

The 55th Wing Association is com-
prised of Air Force veterans who served 
honorably in the Fightin’ Fifty-Fifth, 
most of whom were stationed at Offutt 
Air Force Base. The 55th Wing Associa-
tion’s support to their Active-Duty 
counterparts is second to none, and its 
support to the 55th Wing alumni is a 
model for other Air Force organiza-
tions to emulate. It embodies the im-
pressive relationship between alumni 
veterans and Active-Duty military 
members, and they have it in their 
credo, ‘‘Honoring those who served, and 
serving those who do.’’ It could not be 
said any better. 

This bond between veteran citizens 
and military personnel is nothing short 
of remarkable. These organizations 
demonstrate the very best of coopera-
tion to serve our national interests, 
sustain organizational values, and fos-
ter military fellowship from as far 
back as those who served in World War 
II to those of the present who still fly, 
fight, and win our Nation’s battles 
right now. Their relationship will for-
ever be enshrined at the many cere-
monies in Nebraska on April 6, where 
monuments will be dedicated to the 
alumni of the Fightin’ Fifty-Fifth past, 
present, and future. 

In 2003, the 55th Wing Association 
captured the inspirational essence of 
their history in choosing the following 
inscription on their U.S. Air Force Mu-
seum monument, and it says: 

We must never forget that freedom is never 
really free; it is the most costly thing in the 
world. And freedom is never paid in a lump 
sum; payments come due in every genera-
tion. All any of us can do is to offer the gen-
erations that follow a chance for freedom. 

The 55th Wing Association also chose 
these same words for inclusion on the 
monuments they will dedicate this 
April. They are fitting praise for the 
accomplishments of the past and a 
challenge to the Fightin’ Fifty-Fifth 
for the future. 

Just 11 days ago, Nebraska was hit 
with the worst national disaster in the 

history of our State and a third of 
Offutt Air Force Base was damaged, in-
cluding key operations and support fa-
cilities. The Fightin’ Fifty-Fifth never 
missed a beat supporting operations all 
over the world. This indomitable spirit 
of the Fightin’ Fifty-Fifth led the Sec-
retary of the Air Force, Heather Wil-
son, to say: ‘‘Not even Mother Nature 
could defeat the 55th Wing.’’ 

So, after 75 years as an organiza-
tional flying wing, over a half century 
based in Nebraska, and more than 25 
consecutive years deployed in the Mid-
dle East for combat operations, the 
Fightin’ Fifty-Fifth deserves our high-
est respect, and I am honored to salute 
the 55th Wing Association for all of its 
efforts to preserve its rich heritage. 
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RECOGNIZING COLONEL CRAIG 
OSBORNE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. RODNEY DAVIS) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to con-
gratulate Colonel Craig Osborne, a sol-
dier in my district who will be retiring 
this week after 30 years of service in 
the United States Army. 

Colonel Osborne graduated from Illi-
nois State University in 1989 as a dis-
tinguished military graduate, and dur-
ing his time with the Army, he has par-
ticipated in a total of five combat de-
ployments: Operation Desert Shield, 
Operation Desert Storm, Operation 
Joint Guard, Operation Enduring Free-
dom, and Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

Time and time again, Colonel 
Osborne has answered the call to serve 
his country. He has served at the head-
quarters of Allied Land Forces South-
eastern Europe in Turkey, as well as 
the chief of staff for a combined, joint, 
and interagency task force in Kabul, 
Afghanistan. 

b 1100 

In his current position with the Na-
tional Defense University, he contrib-
utes to the education of future genera-
tions of our servicemembers. 

Among his many distinctions, Colo-
nel Osborne has earned three Defense 
Superior Service Medals, the Legion of 
Merit, five Bronze Star Medals, three 
Defense Meritorious Service Medals, 
the Combat Infantryman’s Badge, and 
numerous other awards. 

Words cannot express how thankful I 
am for Colonel Osborne’s service. He is 
a great example of someone who has 
dedicated his life to serving his coun-
try, and I am proud to honor him 
today. 

Congratulations on your retirement, 
Colonel. 

REMEMBERING GARY JONES 
Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to re-
member Gary Jones, a good friend and 
dedicated police officer who passed 
away earlier this month after a long 
battle with cancer. 

Gary and I both grew up in 
Taylorville, Illinois. After graduation, 
he went on to serve in the Army and in 
the Army National Guard. He eventu-
ally became a police officer in our 
hometown. He was proud of his job and 
always loved going to schools to teach 
students about the police station and 
his job protecting our community. 

Outside of work, Gary’s greatest 
hobby was firearms. He was a gun-
smith, a proud member of the NRA, a 
master firearms instructor, and my 
and my wife’s concealed carry instruc-
tor. Gary loved teaching people about 
the responsibility of owning firearms 
and teaching people the importance of 
gun safety. 

I will remember Gary as a true exam-
ple of patriotism and service to our 
community that we share as a home-
town. He made a tremendous impact on 
the lives of many in Taylorville, and he 
will truly be missed. 

My prayers are with his wife, Gina; 
their four children, Logan, Kaylee, 
Tanner, and Dylan; and all those like 
me who were blessed to know Gary 
Jones. 

SLOW DOWN TO PROTECT FIRST RESPONDERS 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to high-
light a dangerous, disturbing, and un-
acceptable trend in Illinois and across 
the country. It is the rising number of 
first responders being struck by driv-
ers. 

We are not even 3 months into this 
year, and 14 members of the Illinois 
State Police have been struck by driv-
ers while on the road or responding to 
incidents. These accidents have re-
sulted in one fatality and more than a 
dozen injuries. 

Our first responders put their lives 
on the line every day to protect us, and 
it is inexcusable to have this number of 
them injured by errant and distracted 
drivers. These numbers average out to 
more than one trooper struck per week 
and is nearly double the number of in-
cidents in all of 2018. 

Even though every State has laws re-
quiring drivers to change lanes or slow 
down when vehicles or emergency per-
sonnel are on the side of the road, 
these tragedies keep occurring. For the 
safety of our first responders, construc-
tion workers, and tow truck drivers, 
please slow down, avoid distractions, 
and be alert on the road to help save 
lives and buck this tragic trend. 
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MOTORCYCLE COMMUNITY 
PROFILING 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Michigan (Mr. WALBERG) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. WALBERG. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to bring awareness to the 
issue of motorcycle profiling. 

This week, I joined Congressman 
BURGESS, my fellow co-chair of the 
Congressional Motorcycle Caucus, to 
introduce a resolution that encourages 
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