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So to everyone visiting Daytona this
week, thank you for supporting our
local businesses. Have fun and ride
safe.

—————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 52
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

——
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. VARGAS) at noon.

——————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

God of the universe, we give You
thanks for giving us another day.

We ask Your blessing upon this as-
sembly and upon all who call upon
Your name. Send Your spirit to fill
their hearts with those divine gifts You
have prepared for them.

May Your grace find expression in
their compassion for the weak and the
poor among us, and may Your mercy
encourage good will in all they do and
accomplish this day.

As the Members of the people’s House
face the demands of our time, grant
them and us all Your peace.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. DUNN)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. DUNN led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

REJECT THE PRESIDENT’S
BUDGET

(Mr. KENNEDY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, Presi-
dent Trump’s budget landed with a
thud on the backs of working Ameri-
cans this week.

Its message is quite simple: this ad-
ministration will reward wealth with
one hand and target working families
with another.

To this President, avoiding the es-
tate tax for wealthy heirs is an entitle-
ment, but the healthcare of everyday
Americans is expendable.

To this President, carried interest on
passive income is a worthy tax benefit
for executives, while a livable min-
imum wage for a working parent is a
burden we cannot afford.

To this President, a lengthy record of
felony convictions won’t deny your tax
credit for a private jet, but a convic-
tion for misdemeanor drug possession
could cost you the roof over your head.

A budget that puts Americans first
doesn’t deem millions of Americans un-
worthy.

A budget that puts Americans first
doesn’t starve them of housing, of
healthcare, and of food because their
President counts stock market gains as
more important than our common hu-
manity.

But putting Americans first has
never been the fundamental policy of
this administration. It has always been
to draw a bright line between the
wealthy and the striving.

I stand to reject this budget.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF MAYOR
BETTY WALKER

(Mr. DUNN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor Mayor Betty Walker of
Chiefland, Florida, who passed away on
Monday, February 25.

Mayor Walker served the citizens of
Chiefland as an elected city commis-
sioner for over 15 years and as mayor
and vice mayor for 11 of those years.

Betty Walker was the first African
American female elected official for
the city of Chiefland. She was a great
leader. She loved her community im-
mensely. She advocated for the police
and fire departments and the mainte-
nance departments as well.

Mayor Walker had recently retired
after spending almost 40 years helping
adults with intellectual and develop-
mental disabilities.

She truly loved the people of
Chiefland. She was passionate about
parks and recreation and always had a
vision for her city.

Mayor Walker leaves behind a rich
legacy that not many can match.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in hon-
oring a life well lived and a community
leader who will be missed by many,
Mayor Betty Walker of Chiefland.

H2689

YEMEN

(Ms. GABBARD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, today
in Yemen, there are millions of Yemeni
people who are on the brink of death
from famine and disease, lack of access
to food and water, basic medicine and
healthcare.

Thousands of Yemeni civilians have
died in this genocidal war being waged
by Saudi Arabia with support from the
United States. They have been living
under the looming threat of death at a
moment’s notice.

This must end. Not another day can
go by with U.S. support for this geno-
cidal war.

Saudi Arabia is not our ally. They
spend billions of dollars spreading the
Wahhabi-Salafist ideology that fuels
terrorist organizations like ISIS and
al-Qaida. They take the weapons that
they get from the United States and
provide them to al-Qaida.

Enough is enough.

Mr. Speaker, today, the Senate is
taking an important vote, and I urge
my colleagues in the Senate to hear
the pleas of the Yemeni people who are
begging for their lives. Vote today to
end the unconstitutional U.S. support
for Saudi Arabia’s genocidal war in
Yemen.

———

HONORING FRED HILSENRATH

(Mr. HILL of Arkansas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise in honor of the life and legacy of a
friend and Holocaust survivor, Fred
Hilsenrath, who recently passed away
at the age of 90.

Fred was only 4 years old when Ad-
olph Hitler took over as chancellor of
Germany.

After spending years in concentra-
tion camps throughout Romania, fac-
ing death, witnessing some of the most
heinous and grotesque atrocities the
world has seen, Fred and his family
were finally rescued by a Jewish Rus-
sian soldier.

With his new-found freedom, Fred
moved to the United States to finish
his education in electrical engineering.

After meeting his wife, Eleanor, Fred
moved first to San Francisco and, fi-
nally, to retire in Fairfield Bay, Ar-
kansas. Here, he wanted that slower
pace of life.

In his later years, Fred advocated to
young people, ‘‘Find your passion early
and pursue it, even if adversity comes
your way.”’

He was a role model and friend to
many across the State of Arkansas,
and I extend my condolences, respect,
and affection to his friends, family, and
loved ones.

TRUMP’S BUDGET

(Mrs. KIRKPATRICK asked and was
given permission to address the House
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for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. KIRKPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I
am here to represent the residents of
Arizona’s Second Congressional Dis-
trict. I work for them.

Our constituents sent us here to
practice good government and to fight
for their values and interests, so I am
upset with the President’s recent budg-
et request.

A budget is an expression of our val-
ues, and this budget further proves how
out of touch Donald Trump is with real
American families.

This budget ransacks Medicaid,
Medicare, and affordable healthcare. It
makes it harder for Americans to have
access to quality healthcare.

This budget abandons hungry fami-
lies who are struggling to make ends
meet. It fails farmers and rural com-
munities. It pushes affordable college
further out of reach, making it harder
for students to attend college. And this
budget demands billions for a wasteful,
ineffective wall.

We need to have a budget that
prioritizes working families and not
large corporations.

We need to invest more in our edu-
cation system and invest more in our
young people, not less.

What the President has laid out does
not accomplish the goals or values of
American families, and I reject this
budget.

RURAL COMMUNITIES ARE
FORGOTTEN AND LEFT BEHIND

(Mr. COX of California asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. COX of California. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today in support of the Equality
Act.

Too often in our policy debates, it is
our rural communities that are forgot-
ten and left behind. And for LGBTQ
people living in rural America, this is
no different.

If you want to live and work and
raise your family in rural America, you
should be able to have that choice, but
it is unfortunately the case today that
rural LGBTQ families are denied op-
portunities in housing, employment,
and healthcare access.

While in California we have com-
prehensive laws to protect LGBTQ peo-
ple and protect them against discrimi-
nation, this is not the case everywhere.

That is why we need bills like the
Equality Act.

This bill would take important steps
to protect every LGBTQ family from
discrimination in housing, employ-
ment, and financing.

It will help ensure that every family
that chooses to live in rural America
can fully participate in our society free
from fear of discrimination simply be-
cause of who they are or who they love.
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PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H. CON. RES. 24, EXPRESSING
THE SENSE OF CONGRESS THAT
THE REPORT OF SPECIAL COUN-
SEL MUELLER SHOULD BE MADE
AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC AND
TO CONGRESS, AND PROVIDING
FOR PROCEEDINGS DURING THE
PERIOD FROM MARCH 15, 2019,
THROUGH MARCH 22, 2019

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, by
direction of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 208 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 208

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to consider in the
House the concurrent resolution (H. Con.
Res. 24) expressing the sense of Congress that
the report of Special Counsel Mueller should
be made available to the public and to Con-
gress. All points of order against consider-
ation of the concurrent resolution are
waived. The amendments to the concurrent
resolution and the preamble printed in the
report of the Committee on Rules accom-
panying this resolution shall be considered
as adopted. The concurrent resolution, as
amended, shall be considered as read. All
points of order against provisions in the con-
current resolution, as amended, are waived.
The previous question shall be considered as
ordered on the concurrent resolution and
preamble, as amended, to adoption without
intervening motion or demand for division of
the question except one hour of debate equal-
ly divided and controlled by the chair and
ranking minority member of the Committee
on the Judiciary.

SEC. 2. On any legislative day during the
period from March 15, 2019, through March
22, 2019—

(a) the Journal of the proceedings of the
previous day shall be considered as approved;
and

(b) the Chair may at any time declare the
House adjourned to meet at a date and time,
within the limits of clause 4, section 5, arti-
cle I of the Constitution, to be announced by
the Chair in declaring the adjournment.

SEC. 3. The Speaker may appoint Members
to perform the duties of the Chair for the du-
ration of the period addressed by section 2 of
this resolution as though under clause 8(a) of
rule I.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from California is recognized
for 1 hour.

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, for
the purpose of debate only, I yield the
customary 30 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. WOODALL),
pending which I yield myself such time
as I may consume. During consider-
ation of this resolution, all time yield-
ed is for the purpose of debate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers be given 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, on
Monday, the Rules Committee met and
reported a rule, House Resolution 208,
providing for the consideration of H.
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Con. Res. 24, a resolution expressing
the sense of Congress that the report of
Special Counsel Mueller should be
made available to the public and to
Congress.

The rule provides for consideration of
the legislation under a closed rule.

The rule self-executes two amend-
ments to simply clarify that the reso-
lution is calling for the release of the
special counsel’s findings in addition to
any report.
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It provides 1 hour of debate equally
divided and controlled by the chair and
ranking member of the Judiciary Com-
mittee.

Finally, the rule provides standard
recess procedures for the period of
March 15 through March 22.

Mr. Speaker, when the Justice De-
partment named the special counsel for
the Russia investigation, acting Attor-
ney General Rod Rosenstein said: ‘A
special counsel is necessary in order for
the American people to have full con-
fidence in the outcome. Our Nation is
grounded on the rule of law, and the
public must be assured that govern-
ment officials administer the law fair-
ly.”

This investigation has been about
following the facts wherever they may
lead, getting to the truth of Russia’s
involvement in the 2016 election, and
ensuring government is transparent
and accountable to the American pub-
lic.

This does not predetermine the out-
come of that investigation. It simply
expresses that the report of the special
counsel should be made available to
Congress and to the American people.

The public, including my constitu-
ents in California—our constituents in
California, Mr. Speaker—want to know
what happened. Nearly 9 in 10 Ameri-
cans in both parties say the investiga-
tion should produce a full public report
on their findings. Not only do the
American people want to know, but
they deserve to know. Congress needs
to preserve their ability to know.

Our election system is an integral
part of what makes us the beacon of
Western democracy. Any and all at-
tempts to undermine this system is an
attack on our country’s values and
cannot be taken lightly.

This is a serious investigation with
consequences for our elections, democ-
racy, government, and the future of
this country and democracy itself.
There is no one with more intimate
knowledge of Russia’s involvement in
our election than the special counsel.

To date, this investigation has re-
sulted in 34 people and three companies
being criminally charged; nearly 200
charges filed; seven guilty pleas; one
conviction following a jury trial; and
the investigation, while costing $25
million, has recovered approximately
$48 million in assets from tax evasion.

Mr. Speaker, eight Federal and con-
gressional intelligence and national se-
curity groups believe Russia interfered
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