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not abandon UKkraine to Putin’s bul-
lying.

That is why I am pleased to cospon-
sor this legislation along with my
friend, Mr. CONNOLLY, which is but a
step toward a once-again free Crimea.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support this bill so that we
will never recognize Russian domina-
tion over the Crimean peninsula.

Mr. KINZINGER. Madam Speaker, I
have no more speakers. I am prepared
to close. I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Madam Speaker, I include in the
RECORD a February 27, 2019, statement
by Secretary Pompeo on Crimea and
Ukraine.

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Office of the Spokesperson
[For Immediate Release—February 27, 2019]
STATEMENT BY SECRETARY POMPEO
CRIMEA IS UKRAINE

Five years ago, Russia’s occupation of
Ukraine’s Crimean peninsula fueled an esca-
lation of Russian aggression. Russia at-
tempted to upend the international order,
undermined basic human freedoms, and
weakened our common security. The world
has not forgotten the cynical lies Russia em-
ployed to justify its aggression and mask its
attempted annexation of Ukrainian terri-
tory. Russia’s use of force against a peaceful
neighbor must not be tolerated by reputable
states. The United States reiterates its un-
wavering position: Crimea is Ukraine and
must be returned to Ukraine’s control.

The United States remains gravely con-
cerned by the worsening repression by Rus-
sia’s occupation regime in Crimea. During
the past five years, Russian occupation au-
thorities have engaged in an array of abuses
in a campaign to eliminate all opposition to
its control over Crimea. As part of this cam-
paign, Russia has arbitrarily detained and
wrongfully convicted individuals for peaceful
opposition to the occupation, and in some
cases has forcibly transferred these individ-
uals from occupied Crimea to Russia. The
United States calls on Russia to release all
of the Ukrainians, including members of the
Crimean Tatar community, it has impris-
oned in retaliation for their peaceful dissent.
This includes Oleh Sentsov, Oleksandr
Kolchenko, Volodymyr Balukh, Ruslan
Zeytullayev, and approximately 70 others.
We call on Russia to cease all its abuses im-
mediately, to end its occupation of Crimea,
and, in the meantime, to comply with its ob-
ligations under international law, including
the law of occupation.

In the Crimea Declaration of July 25, 2018,
the United States reaffirmed its refusal to
recognize the Kremlin’s claims of sov-
ereignty over Crimea. The United States also
condemns Russia’s illegal actions in Crimea
and its continued aggression against
Ukraine. The United States will maintain re-
spective sanctions against Russia until the
Russian government returns control of Cri-
mea to Ukraine and fully implements the
Minsk agreements. The United States reiter-
ates its unbending support for Ukraine’s sov-
ereignty and territorial integrity, within its
internationally recognized borders, including
its territorial waters.

Mr. KINZINGER. Madam Speaker,
the Secretary writes: “In the Crimea
Declaration of July 25, 2018, the United
States reaffirmed its refusal to recog-
nize the Kremlin’s claims of sov-
ereignty over Crimea. The United
States also condemns Russia’s illegal
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actions in Crimea and its continued ag-
gression against Ukraine. The United
States will maintain respective sanc-
tions against Russia until the Russian
Government returns control of Crimea
to Ukraine and fully implements the
Minsk agreements. The United States
reiterates its unbending support for
Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial
integrity, within its internationally
recognized borders, including its terri-
torial waters.”

Madam Speaker, in our history, we
have always seen the impact that our
Nation has on others. When we stand
up, we help them achieve a better to-
morrow. We must continue to help
Ukraine achieve that better future for
its citizens, particularly one that is
free from Russian aggression.

Recently, we sent the USS Donald
Cook to transit through the Kerch
Strait as a show of solidarity with
Ukraine. Actions like these, and sup-
port for this bill, will further send the
message to Vladimir Putin that the
U.S. will never waver in our support for
those who seek to push back against
Russian oppression and coerced influ-
ence.

This is a great bill that shows the
unity between Republicans and Demo-
crats in this House, the legislative
body, and the administration. I urge all
Members to support this legislation,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, in closing, let me
say that we need to take a strong stand
against Vladimir Putin and his aggres-
sive behavior in Eastern Europe. This
legislation would reaffirm in American
law that Russia’s annexation of Crimea
is illegal and that the United States
will never recognize its legitimacy.

I hope the other body will act on this
measure soon after we pass it, and I
hope the administration will signal its
willingness to sign this legislation.
There are too many questions swirling
around when it comes to Russia, too
many times that we don’t seem to be
calling Vladimir Putin out for what he
has done. I think that it is something
that we really need to look at very
carefully, and I would hope the White
House would do that.

Signing this bill will not put these
concerns to rest, but it would help
show that the United States won’t just
roll over and accept Russia’s land grabs
and egregious violations of inter-
national law.

I thank the gentleman from Virginia
(Mr. CONNOLLY) for his work on this
bill, and I thank the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. CHABOT) for his work on the
bill. I am happy to support it, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
ENGEL) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 596, as
amended.

The question was taken.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker,
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

on

————
O 1300

VLADIMIR PUTIN TRANSPARENCY
ACT

Mrs. DEMINGS. Madam Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 1404) to strengthen the
United States response to Russian in-
terference by providing transparency
on the corruption of Russian President
Vladimir Putin, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1404

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Vladimir
Putin Transparency Act”.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) According an Intelligence Community
Assessment dated January 6, 2017, ‘‘Russian
President Vladimir Putin ordered an influ-
ence campaign in 2016 aimed at the US presi-
dential election. Russia’s goals were to un-
dermine public faith in the US democratic
process Moscow’s influence campaign
followed a Russian messaging strategy that
blends covert intelligence operations—such
as cyber activity—with overt efforts by Rus-
sian Government agencies, state-funded
media, third-party intermediaries, and paid
social media users or ‘trolls.””’.

(2) According to the Washington Post, offi-
cial, public reports from the Russian govern-
ment put Putin’s average annual income be-
tween 2011 and 2016 at approximately $112,000.
But outside experts nevertheless have al-
leged that Putin’s true net worth is in the
billions—suggesting his extensive corruption
and connection to money laundering and
other activities undertaken order to enrich
Putin unjustly and to hide his true financial
condition from the public.

SEC. 3. ASSESSMENT EXPOSING THE CORRUP-
TION OF VLADIMIR PUTIN.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that the United States should do
more to expose the corruption of Vladimir
Putin, whose ill-gotten wealth is perhaps the
most powerful global symbol of his dishon-
esty and his persistent efforts to undermine
the rule of law and democracy in the Russian
Federation.

(b) ASSESSMENT.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Director of National Intelligence, in co-
ordination with the Secretary of Treasury
and the Secretary of State, shall submit to
the appropriate congressional committees an
assessment, based on all sources of intel-
ligence, on the net worth and financial and
other assets of Russian President Vladimir
Putin and his family members, legitimate as
well as illegitimate, including—

(1) the estimated net worth of Vladimir
Putin and his family members;

(2) a description of their legitimately and
illegitimately obtained assets, including all
real, personal and intellectual property,
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bank or investment or similar accounts, and
any other financial or business interests or
holdings, including those outside of Russia;

(3) the details of the legitimately and ille-
gitimately obtained assets, including real,
personal and intellectual property, bank or
investment or similar accounts, and any
other financial or business interests or hold-
ings, including those outside of Russia, that
are owned or controlled by, accessible to, or
otherwise maintained for the benefit of
Vladimir Putin, including their nature, loca-
tion, manner of acquisition, value, and pub-
licly named owner (if other than Vladimir
Putin);

(4) the methods used by Vladimir Putin or
others acting at his direction, with his
knowledge, or for his benefit, to conceal
Putin’s interest in his accounts, holdings, or
other assets, including the establishment of
“front’” or shell companies and the use of
intermediaries; and

(5) an identification of the most significant
senior Russian political figures, oligarchs,
and any other persons who have engaged in
activity intended to conceal the true finan-
cial condition of Vladimir Putin.

(c) FOrRM.—The assessment required under
subsection (b) shall be submitted either—

(1) in unclassified form to the extent con-
sistent with the protection of intelligence
sources and methods, and may include a
classified annex; or

(2) simultaneously as both an unclassified
version and a classified version.

(d) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this section, the term
‘“‘appropriate congressional committees”
means—

(1) the Select Committee on Intelligence,
the Committee on Foreign Relations, the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs, and the Committee on Finance of
the Senate; and

(2) the Permanent Select Committee on In-
telligence, Committee on Foreign Affairs,
the Committee on Financial Services, and
the Committee on Ways and Means of the
House of Representatives.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Florida (Mrs. DEMINGS) and the gentle-
woman from New York (Ms. STEFANIK)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Florida.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. DEMINGS. Madam Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that Members
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and to
include extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Mrs. DEMINGS. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, every American has
the right to a secure democracy where
their voice matters. As Members of
Congress, our national security must
be a top priority. We must investigate
and expose Russia’s financial networks
and cut off any illegal funding that
supports criminal attacks against the
United States of America. This bipar-
tisan legislation is a crucial first step
to ensure that the rights of the Amer-
ican people matter more than dark and
corrupt Russian money.
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It has been said that money talks,
but it is our job to keep it from speak-
ing over the American people. Last
week the House of Representatives
passed H.R. 1, historic reforms to get
big money out of politics. But we
haven’t done nearly enough to prevent
foreign powers and foreign money from
attacking our democracy.

Russia, the country that once had
the ability to provide a decent life for
its people, has chosen to strip their
wealth as they watch their wealth dis-
appear overseas into hidden accounts.
These corrupt oligarchs are a cau-
tionary tale on how working people can
be cheated if left unchecked. These cor-
rupt bands of individuals, led by Vladi-
mir Putin, have mounted a massive
asymmetric attack against the United
States.

America has the greatest military in
the world, but the Russians have fig-
ured out that if they have any chance
at victory, they must fight us another
way: undermine our elections, spread
fear and unrest, and sow discord
through racism and other divisive tac-
tics.

What they don’t understand, Madam
Speaker, is that we take pride in our
democracy. We may have policy dif-
ferences, and we might have policy dis-
agreements, sometimes quite strongly,
but we all know that our democratic
form of government, a government of
the people, by the people, and for the
people is our greatest strength and
weapon against any foe. We do believe
in this country that every voice mat-
ters.

Foreign nationals are banned from
contributing to TU.S. elections, but
multiple Kremlin-connected Americans
have funneled millions of dollars into
political action, wielding massive in-
fluence in our democracy, and Vladi-
mir Putin is the king of this corrupt
money.

Putin’s protests are generally deliv-
ered with a smirk and accusations of
fake news, but his discomfort with re-
vealing his assets is clearly simmering
below the surface. It is telling that
after Ms. STEFANIK and I introduced
this legislation, we were both attacked
by Russian state media.

What is Putin afraid of?

Perhaps the former KGB operative is
well-aware of the poor long-term pros-
pects for gangsters and autocrats who
are unmasked before their impover-
ished countrymen, or he fears uncover-
ing his shadowy networks that prop up
dictators and human rights abusers
around the world in his quest to sub-
vert world order. Likely, he and his
cronies are desperate to obscure their
billions in an attempt to shield them-
selves from sanctions.

But, Madam Speaker, no matter the
root of his fear, our obligation is to
shine a light on his illicit networks. It
is time that we hold him accountable.
This legislation will expose the corrupt
finances being used to fund attacks
against our democracy.

Madam Speaker, in closing, I call
upon the words of our 35th President:
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“Let every nation know, whether it
wishes us well or ill, that we shall pay
any price, bear any burden, meet any
hardship, support any friend, oppose
any foe in order to assure the survival
and the success of liberty.”

Madam Speaker, I urge the passage
of this legislation, and I reserve the
balance of my time.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL SERVICES,
Washington, DC, March 8, 2019.
Hon. ADAM SCHIFF,
Chairman, House Permanent Select Committee
on Intelligence, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: I am writing con-
cerning H.R. 1404, the ‘Vladimir Putin
Transparency Act.” As a result of your hav-
ing consulted with the Committee on Finan-
cial Services concerning provisions in the
bill that fall within our Rule X jurisdiction,
I agree to forgo action on the bill so that it
may proceed expeditiously to the House
floor. The Committee on Financial Services
takes this action with our mutual under-
standing that, by foregoing consideration of
H.R. 1404 at this time, we do not waive any
jurisdiction over the subject matter con-
tained in this or similar legislation, and that
our Committee will be appropriately con-
sulted and involved as this or similar legisla-
tion moves forward. Our Committee also re-
serves the right to seek appointment of an
appropriate number of conferees to any
House-Senate conference involving this or
similar legislation and request your support
for any such request.

Finally, I would appreciate your response
to this letter confirming this understanding
with respect to H.R. 1404 and would ask that
a copy of our exchange of letters on this
matter be included in the Congressional
Record.

Sincerely,
MAXINE WATERS,
Chairwoman.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS,
Washington, DC, March 12, 2019.
Hon. ADAM SCHIFF,
Chairman, House Permanent Select Committee
on Intelligence, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: This is to advise you
that the Committee on Foreign Affairs has
now had an opportunity to review H.R. 1404,
the ‘‘Vladimir Putin Transparency Act,”
which falls within our shared Rule X juris-
diction. I appreciate that you have consulted
with us on this legislation. The Foreign Af-
fairs Committee has no objection to consid-
ering this bill on the House floor. To expe-
dite that consideration, the Foreign Affairs
Committee is willing to waive referral, with
the understanding that we do not thereby
waive any future jurisdictional claim over
the legislation or its subject matter.

In the event a House-Senate conference on
this or similar legislation is convened, the
Foreign Affairs Committee reserves the
right to request an appropriate number of
conferees to address any concerns with this
bill or related provisions that may arise in
conference.

Please place this letter into the Congres-
sional Record during consideration of the
measure on the House floor. Thank you for
the cooperation spirit in which you have
worked regarding this matter and others be-
tween our committees.

Sincerely,
ELIOT L. ENGEL,
Chairman,
House Committee on Foreign Affairs.
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PERMANENT SELECT COMMITTEE ON
INTELLIGENCE, HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES,

March 8, 2019.
Hon. MAXINE WATERS,
Chairwoman, Committee on Financial Services,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.
Hon. ELIOT ENGEL,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Affairs,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRWOMAN WATERS AND CHAIRMAN
ENGEL: I write in reply to your letters re-
garding H.R. 1404, the Vladimir Putin Trans-
parency Act. I appreciate your willingness to
work cooperatively on this legislation.

I acknowledge that provisions of the bill
fall within the jurisdiction of the Commit-
tees on Financial Services and Foreign Af-
fairs; and that your Committees will not
take up H.R. 1404 formally. I further agree
that your Committees’ inaction regarding
the bill will not waive any future jurisdic-
tional claims over matters addressed in H.R.
1404 which fall within your Committees’ ju-
risdiction under Rule X of the Rules of Pro-
cedure for the House of Representatives for
the 116th Congress.

At your request, I lastly will ensure that
our exchange of letters is included in the
Congressional Record during floor consider-
ation of the bill. Thank you again for your
cooperation regarding the legislation. I look
forward to continuing to work with both of
you as the measure moves through the legis-
lative process.

Sincerely,
ADAM B. SCHIFF,
Chairman.

Ms. STEFANIK. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, today I rise in
strong support of H.R. 1404, the Vladi-
mir Putin Transparency Act.

According to the 2017 Intelligence
Community Assessment produced by
the CIA, NSA, the FBI, and an indict-
ment issued by the Attorney General
in 2018, it is clear that Russian actors
conspired to interfere and influence
U.S. political processes and the Presi-
dential election in 2016. This assess-
ment stated that ‘‘Russian President
Vladimir Putin ordered an influence
campaign in 2016 aimed at the U.S.
Presidential election. Russia’s goals
were to undermine public faith in the
U.S. democratic process.”

Madam Speaker, the Russian Govern-
ment has been known to employ a sys-
tem of corruption and illicit financial
ties as a tool for consolidating its do-
mestic political control and projecting
power abroad to weaken not only the
United States but other democratic
countries as well.

That is why I proudly co-sponsored
H.R. 1404. The bill would require that
within 180 days of enactment, the Di-
rector of National Intelligence, in co-
ordination with the Secretary of the
Treasury and the Secretary of State,
shall submit a congressional report on
the personal net worth and assets
owned by Russian President Vladimir
Putin.

The report would also include ac-
counts, holdings, shell companies, and
intermediaries, and identify senior
Russian political figures and oligarchs
who facilitate corrupt practices. Vladi-
mir Putin and his corrupt allies seek to
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weaken democracies globally by con-
solidating political control through un-
ethical means, and they must be
brought to account for their actions.

This bipartisan legislation is an im-
portant step to ensuring the security of
our elections and upholding democracy
around the world. I urge my colleagues
to support this commonsense bill. I
also want to thank my colleague, Rep-
resentative VAL DEMINGS, for her lead-
ership on this issue. I am proud to
work across the aisle with her to pass
this important bill.

Madam Speaker, in closing, as I have
noted in my remarks, this is important
bipartisan legislation. It is about
transparency, it is about account-
ability, and it is about standing up to
the corrupt practices of Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin. This is bipar-
tisan, commonsense legislation, and I
urge my colleagues to support this bill
on the floor.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mrs. DEMINGS. Madam Speaker, in
closing, H.R. 1404 will shine a light on
Vladimir Putin’s financial networks
that have stripped the Russian Federa-
tion of its resources and left the Rus-
sian people in poverty. It will also em-
power Congress, the intelligence com-
munity, and our allies to crack down
on cross-border corruption.

I want to thank my colleague on the
Permanent Select Committee on Intel-
ligence, Representative STEFANIK, for
joining me in this important legisla-
tion.

Additionally, I want to thank the
hardworking staff on both sides of the
aisle on the Permanent Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence and the Foreign
Affairs Committee for their input on
this critical legislation.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Florida (Mrs.
DEMINGS) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1404, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

KEEPING RUSSIAN ENTRAPMENTS
MINIMAL AND LIMITING INTEL-
LIGENCE NETWORKS ACT

Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. Madam
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the bill (H.R. 1617) to direct
the Director of National Intelligence to
submit intelligence assessments of the
intentions of the political leadership of
the Russian Federation, and for other
purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1617

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Keeping
Russian Entrapments Minimal and Limiting
Intelligence Networks Act’ or the “KREM-
LIN Act”.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) Russia continues to engage in informa-
tion warfare and political interference in the
West, including by undermining democratic
systems and exploiting economic and ethnic
tensions within member countries of the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization.

(2) Such activities constitute a threat to
the United States and to its allies.

SEC. 3. SENSE OF CONGRESS.

It is the sense of Congress that—

(1) the Countering America’s Adversaries
Through Sanctions Act (Public Law 115-44)
authorized the United States Government to
impose sanctions in response to actions by
countries, including Russia, that undermine
the security of the United States;

(2) the United States should sustain its
contribution to the newly deployed enhanced
forward presence of the North Atlantic Trea-
ty Organization (NATO) in Poland, Lith-
uania, Latvia, and Estonia and encourage
Canada, the United Kingdom, and Germany
to continue their important leadership roles
in the military presence of NATO in those
countries;

(3) the United States has defensive inten-
tions in pursuing such sanctions and such en-
hanced military posture in Europe, and does
not seek to threaten Russian territory;

(4) the United States does not seek to be an
enemy of the Russian people;

(5) the United States desires a peaceful,
economically prosperous relationship with
Russia based on democratic principles where
freedom and the rule of law are upheld for
all; and

(6) the United States is committed to de-
fending these fundamental beliefs against
any Russian aggression.

SEC. 4. REQUIREMENT FOR INTELLIGENCE AS-
SESSMENTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Director of National Intelligence, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of State and
the Secretary of Defense, shall submit to the
appropriate congressional committees each
of the assessments described in subsection
(b).
(b) ASSESSMENTS DESCRIBED.—The assess-
ments described in this section are the fol-
lowing with respect to the current intentions
of the political leadership of the Russian
Federation and based on intelligence ob-
tained from all sources:

(1) Potential military action against mem-
bers of the North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion (NATO).

(2) Potential responses to an enlarged
United States or NATO military presence in
eastern Europe or to increased United States
military support for allies and partners in
the region, such as the provision of addi-
tional lethal military equipment to Ukraine
or Georgia.

(3) Potential areas where the Government
of the Russian Federation could exploit
weaknesses and divisions among the govern-
ments of its Western adversaries.

(c) ForM.—Each assessment required under
subsection (a) may be submitted in classified
form but shall also include an unclassified
executive summary, consistent with the pro-
tection of intelligence sources and methods.

(d) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—In this section, the term ‘‘appropriate
congressional committees’” means—

(1) the Permanent Select Committee on In-
telligence, the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs, and the Committee on Armed Services
of the House of Representatives; and
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