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honored Bryson with the Sheriff’s Cit-
izen Lifesaving Award.

On behalf of the Second District, I
extend my appreciation for Bryson’s
actions. We should recognize Bryson
for his integrity, compassion, and ma-
turity. Not many 13-year-olds, Mr.
Speaker, have the wherewithal to en-
counter a crisis situation and act so re-
sponsibly. He acted quickly and appro-
priately.

Bryson’s leadership in this situation
speaks volumes of the values that his
parents had instilled in him and the
community in which he was raised.

His ability to work with local law en-
forcement is also a tribute to the dedi-
cation of the Loudon County Sheriff’s
Department, Mr. Speaker, and I thank
them all for their commitment to the
community.

———

HONORING BARD HIGH SCHOOL
SCIENCE PROGRAM

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate the Bard High
School Early College science faculty
for their work to advance science, tech-
nology, engineering, and math pro-
grams for their students.

Earlier this year, one of their teach-
ers, Maria Agapito, was only 1 of 35
science teachers in the country who
was selected by the Society for Science
and the Public to receive a $1,000 grant.

Ms. Agapito and other science teach-
ers will be using this grant to create a
multiyear science program for student
research. They will be able to use the
funds to help buy equipment and mate-
rials, and for student projects.

Science teachers at Bard and public
schools across the country are doing
great things to help their students pre-
pare for an increasingly technological
future.

I am proud to represent such bright
students and passionate educators.

Mr. Speaker, I thank all of America’s
teachers in this country and wish them
continued success.

———

RATIFY NEWLY NEGOTIATED
USMCA

(Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. Mr.
Speaker, since it is National Agri-
culture Week, I thought I would high-
light how important market access is
to South Dakota.

Now, the numbers don’t lie. South
Dakota is our Nation’s 10th largest ag
exporting State. In fact, we send out $4
billion of ag products every single year.

NAFTA deserves a lot of credit for
that. In fact, our Nation at large ex-
ports more than $38 billion every year
to Canada and Mexico.

We need to keep that momentum
going, which is why this body needs to
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ratify the newly negotiated United
States-Mexico-Canada Agreement.

USMCA is clearly better than
NAFTA was. Let’s be clear: That
doesn’t mean that it is perfect, but it
does mean that it is clearly better for
our country.

President Trump and his administra-
tion have made a number of much-
needed improvements to that trading
agreement. Let’s send a clear message
that the United States and South Da-
kota are open for business.

Mr. Speaker, let’s get to work.

SUPPORTING NATIONAL WOMEN
VETERANS RECOGNITION WEEK

(Mr. LAWSON of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. LAWSON of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to express support for a reso-
lution I filed to honor the heroic
women who have dedicated themselves
to serving our country with devotion
and distinction by designating March
10 through March 16 as National
Women Veterans Recognition Week.
This observance would celebrate the
achievement of our female veterans
and raise awareness to the unique chal-
lenges they face.

Women are now the fastest growing
segment of the veteran community.
Approximately 2 million women in the
United States are veterans.

Florida hosts the Nation’s largest
segment of population of women vet-
erans, especially in Duval County, in
my district, which has the Ilargest
number of female veterans in the
State.

I want to take this time to recognize
one of my distinguished staffers, Sher-
ry Barfield, who was recently recog-
nized as one of the Northeast Florida
Women Veterans Center’s 2019 Women
Who Rock.

——
HONORING CARLTON GILL

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to remember the life of
Mr. Carlton Gill, who passed away on
February 18 at the age of 78.

His friends remember Mr. Gill as a
man of many talents and an institution
in his hometown of Richmond Hill.
Both of these statements help to sum
up Mr. Gill but only serve to remind us
of a portion of his character.

A formidable figure who played bas-
ketball at both Georgia Southern Uni-
versity and the University of Georgia,
his many talents included working as a
procurement forester at S.A. Allen for
nearly 40 years, serving as a Bryan
County commissioner for five terms,
worshipping at Compassion Christian
Church as a deacon, and much more.

For his work in guiding Richmond
Hill through periods of significant
growth, a nearby section of I-95 is
named in his honor.
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Others, though, will remember his
imposing stature and the respect he
commanded when entering the room.
But he never wavered in his ability to
be fair and honest, and to treat every-
one with that same level of respect. A
great leader of his community, Mr. Gill
will be missed.

His family and friends are in my
thoughts and prayers during this dif-
ficult time.

VISION OF NATION CRAFTED IN
BUDGET

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker,
every year, the vision of this Nation is
crafted in the budget that is offered ei-
ther by the President or the United
States Congress.

As a member of the Budget Com-
mittee, I am delighted that our theme
will be ‘““For the People.” But today,
sadly, I think it is important to note
that the President offered a budget
that disregarded the American people:
$2.7 trillion in spending cuts coming
from the very bases that make Amer-
ica the greatest country in the world;
12 percent cutting in education, your
children’s education; 12 percent cutting
healthcare from the Department of
Health and Human Services; 11 percent
cutting from Interior, your parks and
museums and monuments; 23 percent
cutting from diplomacy, from the
State Department and international
health; 32 percent from the Environ-
mental Protection Agency, the quality
of water and air; and 22 percent to de-
crease mobility in this Nation, all
these dollars coming from what we call
domestic spending, with increased
spending in other areas where individ-
uals are not protected.

We will protect the people. The For
the People budget will be designed by
Democrats.

———

RECOGNIZING MAJOR GENERAL
MICHAEL A. CALHOUN

(Mr. RUTHERFORD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to recognize the accomplish-
ments and the retirement of Major
General Michael A. Calhoun, who has
faithfully served America for over 40
years in numerous capacities, but most
recently as Florida’s Adjutant General
for the last 4 years.

General Calhoun began his service as
a private in 1977, and then he secured
his commission in the Medical Service
Corps. Throughout his distinguished
career, he has served at every level of
command in the State and was de-
ployed overseas in support of Operation
Iraqi Freedom, earning the respect and
confidence of all under his command.

During his time as Adjutant General,
he responded to five named storms that
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impacted the State of Florida, one of
which resulted in the largest mobiliza-
tion of Florida guardsmen in the
State’s history.

It was during that time that I had
the privilege of personally working ex-
tensively with General Calhoun, and I
can personally attest to his commit-
ment to excellence and to the people of
the State of Florida.

Despite the rapid pace of operations
over the past 4 years, General Calhoun
never lost sight of his mission.

Mr. Speaker, I thank him for his self-
less leadership and service, and I wish
him and his wife, Sophia, the best in
their retirement. A grateful State and
Nation say thank you.

——
O 1930
JUDICIARY COMMITTEE WORK

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I am proud
to serve on the Judiciary Committee in
the House and be the chairman of the
Constitution, Civil Rights and Civil
Liberties Subcommittee.

I want to report to the American peo-
ple that we passed out H.R. 1 that helps
clean up corruption in our government,
makes our government more trans-
parent, makes voting easier and open
to more people, and does other im-
provements the American people want.

We also passed out H.R. 8, the first
gun reform bill in over 20 years that
says you have to have background
checks on all sales.

This week, we will be marking up the
Violence Against Women Act. Hope-
fully, we will have bipartisan support
for that.

We will also have a hearing on renew-
ing the Voting Rights Act that never
should have been discarded by the Su-
preme Court. We will be having hear-
ings to get the Voting Rights Act back
on the law books in the United States.

And our subcommittee had a hearing
last week on the President’s powers on
emergency actions. We have bipartisan
agreement that we need to reform that
bill and will work together in a bipar-
tisan fashion.

—————

HONORING PRIVATE FIRST-CLASS
ELIZABETH JOHNSON

(Ms. FOXX of North Carolina asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. FOXX of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, during Women’s History
Month, we honor American women
whose exemplary lives have shaped the
country we love.

In 1945, Private First-Class Elizabeth
Johnson of Elkin, North Carolina, an-
swered the call to serve our country,
becoming one of 8565 women to form the
6888th battalion, the first and only all-
female and all-Black battalion in
World War II.

They were given the task of deliv-
ering, in 1 year, a backlog of 1 year’s
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worth of servicemembers’ mail waiting
to be delivered. But with their strong
dedication, in just 6 months, all letters
were delivered to servicemembers wait-
ing to hear from loved ones.

After a tour of duty in England and
France, Ms. Johnson became the first
woman to attend Winston-Salem State
University on the GI Bill and dedicated
over 30 years to teaching in Virginia
and North Carolina.

Mr. Speaker, I commend and thank
Ms. Johnson for her legacy of lifelong
service to fellow Americans.

—————
NATIONAL AGRICULTURE WEEK

(Mr. HAGEDORN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. HAGEDORN. Mr. Speaker, today,
I rise to recognize National Agriculture
Week.

I grew up on a grain and livestock
farm just outside of Truman, Min-
nesota, and have a deep appreciation
for agriculture and all it does for our
rural communities. Our ag-based econ-
omy is so critically important to our
Nation and, of course, the State of
Minnesota and southern Minnesota,
which is our First District.

The people in southern Minnesota
really appreciate our ag producers, our
ag processors, our ag equipment deal-
ers, and all the rest. I can tell you that
in Minnesota’s First District, one of
the top crop and livestock districts in
all the country, we actually were num-
ber two for hogs in the entire Nation.

Our First District is home to nearly
20,000 farmers. Considering that each
farm produces enough food to feed
about 165 people, the reach of our farm-
ers goes throughout the United States
and all around the world.

Mr. Speaker, I look forward to com-
memorating and talking about the
value of agriculture and our farmers
during this week and throughout this
Congress.

———

RECOGNIZING PATRICIA
SINCAVAGE

(Mr. SMUCKER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SMUCKER. Mr. Speaker, Friday
was International Women’s Day and,
today, I rise to recognize the service of
a remarkable woman in my district:
Ms. Patricia Sincavage of Lititz, Penn-
sylvania.

Ms. Sincavage has served as an occu-
pational therapist at the Lebanon Vet-
erans Affairs Medical Center since 1978.
She joined the VA after graduating
from Elizabethtown College. The Leb-
anon VA serves about 80 percent of the
veterans who reside in my district.

She has spent the entirety of her pro-
fessional career giving back to our vet-
erans. Occupational therapy can assist
veterans in continuing to take care of
their health needs while still doing the
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activities they enjoy simply by adapt-
ing or doing things differently.

Ms. Sincavage is retiring from the
VA after 43 years of service. She has
four children, 11 grandchildren, and one
great-grandchild. She has served our
Nation’s veterans well, and it is an
honor to recognize her today.

———

VENEZUELA

(Mr. GAETZ asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GAETZ. Mr. Speaker, as I deliver
these remarks, the people of Venezuela
are without food, water, medicine, and
now even electricity.

The organizing principle of American
policy seems to be the need to drive
Maduro from power. What if Maduro is
not really in power right now? What if
the people who are really calling the
shots in Venezuela are a group of
transnational criminal organizations
that merely maintain Maduro as a fig-
urehead? And what if their entire pur-
pose is to draw the United States into
an ill-advised war to create a massive
migration of people throughout Latin
America, eroding borders, jeopardizing
nation-states, and ultimately leading
to a permissive environment for more
illicit activity to occur?

These are important questions we
have to ask. My constituents have to
go to Central and South America and
fight these wars. And certainly, as a
Congress, we need to be very critical in
our thinking to not get our Nation in
another ill-advised war.

——————

MOURNING THE TRAGIC LOSS OF
LIFE OF ETHIOPIAN AIRLINES
CRASH

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, it is
with great sadness I rise today to
mourn the tragic loss of life on Sunday
morning as an Ethiopian Airlines jet
carrying 157 people crashed only 6 min-
utes after takeoff. On board that flight
were people from 35 different countries,
including 8 U.S. citizens, with no sur-
vivors.

This tragedy hits close to home for
those of us from northern California.
Two of the eight Americans were from
my own district in Shasta County.

Melvin and Bennett Riffel, two broth-
ers from Redding, California, were em-
barking upon an adventure that had al-
ready taken them through Australia
and Mogadishu before they arrived in
Ethiopia. It has been said that this was
their last trip together before Melvin
was set to become a father, together
with his wife Brittney, who had only
recently returned home.

Our friends and neighbors in north-
ern California share in the sadness and
grief that we all feel for their families,
and for all of the families who lost
loved ones that day on that plane.
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